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Mother nature’s wrath
A huge chunk of misguided funds meant for procurement in water services mysteriously took a detour and found their way to certain officials’ 

bank accounts 
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The Pro Roof Steel Merchant 
Company is involved in kidnap-
ping and assaulting employee 

Thabo Hlophane, who allegedly stole a 
copper cable in mid-August this year at 
Veereneging. Hlophane was rescued by 
his father when he was assaulted and 
kidnapped by the Pro Roof Steel 
Merchant company staff and kept him 
overnight at the company’s premises. 
When the victim was released he 
immediately opened a case against the 
company, however, the company on the 
other hand is allegedly well-known to 
be paying off police officers who might 
be investigating cases against them. 
The Meyerton Police Station arrested 
three suspects but it is not yet con-
firmed when they were arrested and 
how they received bail from the court.
Currently the suspects are out on bail, 
however, Meyerton Police Station 
hasn’t confirmed any progress regard-

ing the case against the company, and 
reasons on why Thabo has not been 
notified about the progress of his case 
is unknown.  It is alleged that the 
senior management and security staff 
of the company assaulted Hlophane for 
cable theft and they did not call the 
SAPS for theft against Thabo. “What I 
did was wrong and I regret stealing the 
copper cable but what they did to me is 
uncalled for and it was a traumatising 
experience for me. They took out my 
tooth and they tied my hands for the 
whole night,” said Thabo. Gauteng 
News spoke to the spokesperson of 
Meyerton Police Station Constable 
Moloi, “Currently I can’t comment on 
the case but I believe it’s still under 
investigation. We will provide informa-
tion as the story develops.” 
Gauteng News attempted to get hold of 
the Pro Roof Steel Merchant spokes-
person but we were unable to get 
comment.

Police arrested a 47-year-old male 
for rape and assault at Moth 
Building on corner Rissik and 

De Villiers Streets on Saturday morn-
ing, 2nd November 2019, around 
11:00.

The suspect allegedly raped a 25-year-
old female neighbour in the above 
mentioned building on Friday, around 
23:00, upon returning from a local 

tavern. 
“The victim was enjoying herself with 
friends at a tavern when her neighbor 
forcefully pulled her into his room after 
returning home. She suffered a bruise 
on her eye during the assault before 
being raped”, said Captain Xoli Mbele.

The suspect appeared at the Johannes-
burg Magistrate Court on Monday.

The owner of Skiller Trading En-
terprise tuck shop was shot nu-
merous times by two unknown 

men who came inside the shop, they 
were both armed with firearms at Ma-
petla, Soweto. They pointed the owner 
with a firearm and apparently they took 
the owner’s cell phone worth about 
R2,000.00 three bottles of Hennessy,  
six Jameson whiskey, and they also 
stole an amount of R10 000 at the scene. 
“On their way out of the tuck shop they 
shot the owner of the business who was 
standing outside the tuck shop several 
times on the upper body. One of the 
neighbours rushed him to Chiawelo 
Clinic, however, he died at the clinic,” 
said spokesperson of Moroka Police 
station Captain Khosa.  
Meanwhile, one of the suspects was 
hunted and apprehended by community 
members and the suspect was burnt be-

yond recognition at the scene. Captain 
Khosa added, “More than 10 empty car-
tridges were found on the scene, norinko 
pistol with no serial number, one cell 
phone and a wallet belongs to the de-
ceased suspect who was apprehended 
by the community.”

However, the other suspect is still on 
the run and the South African Police 
Services are currently investigating the 
case.  Two counts of murder have been 
opened and a case of business robbery 
was also opened, but it is not known 
who killed and burnt the other suspect 
who was apprehended by the commu-
nity of Mapetla. 
“We appeal to the community to not 
take the law into their own hands when-
ever a person is suspected of commit-
ting any crime, but to hand suspects 
over to the police,” said Captain Khosa.
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Police were busy with 
their routine crime pre-
vention duties when they 
heard two gun shots and 

quickly rushed to the 
direction of the sound. 

Two suspects between the ages of 
22 and 29 were arrested by police 
for murder, possession of an 

unlicensed firearm and ammunition on 
Saturday on corner Rissik and Plein 
Street at 17:30.

It is alleged that the suspects shot and 
killed a 34-year-old taxi driver at corner 
Bree and Loveday Street. The suspects 
were walking when they had an argu-
ment with a taxi driver who stopped his 
taxi and approached them. 

It was at this point that one of the 
suspects reached for his gun and shot the 
taxi driver twice in the upper body. 
Paramedics certified him dead on the 
scene.

“Police were busy with their routine 
crime prevention duties when they heard 
two gun shots and quickly rushed to the 
direction of the sound. They saw 
a male victim lying in a pool of blood. 

“Community members then gave the 
officers a clear description of the clothes 
the suspects were wearing. They fol-
lowed this lead until they pounced on the 
suspects who were in possession of a 
firearm with live rounds and two spent 
cartridges”, explained Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
An investigation is currently under way 
and the suspects will appear soon in the 
Johannesburg Magistrate Court. 
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View Today!

Umndeni Gardens
3 Malan Street, Fordsburg

1  Bed from R4 760
2   Bed  R5290 - R5 600

Matome 078 907 7346
Wayne   074 636 0531

Carr Gardens
1 High Road, Fordsburg

2 Bed R5 830

Matome 078 907 7346
Wayne   074 636 0531

Tribunal Gardens
1 Gillies Street, Fordsburg

2 Bed  R6 070
3 Bed  R6 960

Matome 078 907 7346
Wayne   074 636 0531

Get one month rent  FREE & 50% deposit 
TC&Cs Apply

Nov 2019 to 1 Dec 2019 ONLY

*24-hr security * Parking *On public transport routes *DSTV - plug point * Pre-paid Electricity *CCTV camera
*Playroom & Play areas for your kids 

WALKING DISTANCE  TO ORIENTAL PLAZA

The month of October was a 
significant month for the Depart-
ment of Community Safety and 

Department of Transport as it marked 
transport month. The Department of 
Community Safety, community stake-
holders, and Pastor Mpembe from Grace 
Bible Church, to name a few, conducted 
an awareness campaign in road and 
traffic safety at Orange Farm Drieziek 
Taxi Rank. 
Community members came together to 
provide solutions for road safety in 
South Africa, and different churches 
participated in the campaign as they 
prayed for the safety of motorists in the 
road considering the festive season 
approaching. “The purpose of the 
campaign was to celebrate transport 
month and again we had a memorandum 
prepared for taxi association OFUTA to 
address challenges and issues we are 
facing in the road, considering how taxi 
drivers behave in the road and motorists 
being harassed by them,” said Maxwell 
Setai Chairperson of Sonke Bonke @ 
Work Community Traffic Flow and 
Safety (SBW).
The memorandum stipulates the chal-
lenges faced by community members 
including the harassment of motorists 
and the risky behaviour in the road. 
However, the SBW complained about 
the lack of support they are receiving 

from the Department of Community 
Safety.
Setai added, “We are not satisfied about 
the support we receive from the depart-
ment and they would send their repre-
sentative to come to our campaigns yet 
they never support us with resources, as 
we also promote road and traffic safety.” 
Furthermore, community members were 
able to distribute pamphlets to local 
motorists and educate people about road 
safety and the importance of road safety.
The memorandum handed over to the 
OFUTA is currently being reviewed and 
deliberated by the taxi association, and 
they advised the response will be 
released before the end of this week. 

The Gauteng Department of 
Health recently released figures 
detailing the number and causes 

of death, in the province, following a 
request made by DA member J Bloom. 
The breakdown of the causes of death 
revolved around the 2017/18 and 
2018/19 financial years.
Gauteng mortuaries recorded 4894 
deaths as a result of gunshot, stabbings 
and assault cases for the 2018/19 
financial year. In the last financial year 
state mortuaries recorded 2416 gunshot 
deaths followed by motor vehicle 
accidents and stabbings at 1695 and 
1295 respectively.
State mortuaries record these figures 
which reflect deaths at the incident 
scene and people who survived the 
initial trauma but later died of complica-
tions at home or at health care facilities. 

“The rate of unnatural deaths as a result 
of violence was a cause for serious 
concern for the country in general and 
the Gauteng province in particular.
“Accident and emergency departments 
in our hospitals are the busiest around 
the month end period, with a notably 
high number of gunshot wounds, 
stabbings and motor vehicle accidents 
patients coming in. One of the contribut-
ing factors is the high level of alcohol 
consumption which leads to violence 
and reckless driving”, stated MEC 
Bandile Masuku. 
The top list of unnatural deaths for 
2018/19 include gunshots with 2416 
deaths while stabbings stand at 1295 
deaths. Deaths relating to car accidents 
were reportedly 1695 with hanging and 
assault cases being 970 and 1183 
respectively.

SBW and Community 
Safety promoting road 

safety awareness

Violent incidents rank high on causes 
of death in statistics list
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Last Friday Gauteng MEC of 
Social Development Thuliswa 
Nkabinde-Khawe passed away 

in hospital. Her cause of death has not 
yet been revealed. 
Premier David Makhura released a 
media statement on Saturday morning 
announcing MEC Nkabinde-Khawe’s 
passing and describing the role she 
played in the Social Development 
department. “She was passionate about 
the issues affecting the poor, children, 
women, the elderly and people living 
with disabilities as the most vulnerable 
section of the population”, he said. 

He elaborated on how Nkabinde-Khawe 
also took a stand against gender based 
violence and ensured that survivors 
were provided with the necessary 
support. “MEC Nkabinde-Khawe was a 
committed activist who traversed the 
different parts of the province organis-
ing communities as a leader of the 
South African National Civic Organisa-
tion (SANCO)” Makhura added. 
He concluded by sending his condo-
lences to the MEC’s family and friends 
and described the void that had been 
left behind in the Social Development 
Department of Gauteng. 

Minister of Finance Tito 
Mboweni announced in his 
medium term budget policy 

statement last week Wednesday that the 
National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) 
will receive a boost capital of R1.3 
billion to improve its prosecuting 
capacity. However, over 700 NPA 
prosecutor posts are still vacant since 
2015 when recruitment was frozen.”The 
government is shifting their priority and 
resources to the NPA and revenue 
service SARS as they urgently need to 
strengthen their capacity to combat 
corruption and mismanagement”, added 
Minister Mboweni.
He further said, “Where possible, given 
budgetary constraints, the government is 
shifting resources to areas that urgently 
need to strengthen capacity. Through 
reprioritisation, the National Prosecut-
ing Authority receives an additional 
R1.3bn and the South African Revenue 
Service receives an additional R1bn for 
the next two years.  These funding shifts 
will bolster efforts to combat corruption 
and improve revenue collection.”
The medium term budget elaborates that 
in the next three years funds will be 
reallocated to the police departments to 

implement and invest in intergrated 
criminal justice strategy.  The funds that 
will be located will assist to improve 
prosecution capacity and cases such as 
sex offences and community affairs unit 
that deal with gender based violence. 
The funds located to SARS and NPA 
will help bring back public confidence 
in the judiciary system and bringing 
about justice for South Africans. 
However, politicians are questioning the 
fact that the NPA has 700 prosecutor 
posts available yet it has received an 
additional of R1.3 bn to improve the 
prosecution department. 

News

R1.3bn allocated to
 NPA and SARS

David Makhura mourns 
MEC Nkabinde-Khawe’s 

passing
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Death is something that mankind can 
never be accustomed to and there-
fore when someone is reported dead 

it always comes as a shock. Veteran broad-
caster Xolani Gwala died in the early hours 
of Friday morning following his long battle 
with cancer. 
Xolani revealed in an interview on 702 in 
September 2017 that he had been diagnosed 
with colon cancer and it was advanced. He 
implied that he was gearing up for a fight 
and was grateful for waking up every morn-
ing and experiencing life.

Condolences were pouring in from his peers 
within the broadcasting industry as well as 
fans who appreciated his work as a multi-
talented news anchor, reporter, current af-
fairs presenter and producer.

Xolani became a household name when he 
first appeared on television presenting a cur-
rent affairs show called ‘Asikhulume’. From 
there on he moved to talk radio 702 where 
he moved around from the breakfast show to 
the afternoon drive. 

‘EFF joins the country in expressing heart-
felt condolences on the passing of veteran 
broadcaster Xolani Gwala. Talk radio has 
lost a true radio genius. He possessed a 
memorable, superior and signature voice 
with content’, tweeted the EFF. 

Gwala’s memorial service will be held on 
7th November from 09:30 to 13:00 at Grace 
House Family Church in Northriding, Jo-
hannesburg , and the funeral will be on 9th 
November at Impendle , KZN.

News

Broadcaster
 Xolani 
Gwala 

has died

Xolani revealed in 
an interview on 702 
in September 2017 
that he had been di-
agnosed with colon 
cancer and it was 
advanced. Employment and Labour  

Department:

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

employment & labour

COMPENSATION FUND 
BURSARY

Are you an injured worker who cannot return to current work due 
to injuries sustained at work? 

Are you an unemployed Compensation Fund pensioner who 
suffered occupational injuries as a result acquired a permant disablement 
and wishes to improve skills to return to work or be economically active?

Are you a Person with Disabilities willing to further your studies at TVET, CET or HEI ?

The Compensation Fund is inviting previously employed 
personnel who suffered occupational injuries or diseases as 
a result acquired a permanent disablement and Persons with 
Disabilities to apply for Vocational Rehabilitation bursary 
Scheme. The applicants must have been accepted at a 
recognised Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) colleges, Community Education and Training (CET) or 
Higher Education Institution (HEI).   

Eligibility requirements:  First-year students in 2020  Fully 
completed application form  Compensation Fund pension 
number where applicable Proof of residence  Certified 
copies of Identity card /book  Copy of your highest school 
grade or qualification  Proof of acceptance / preliminary 
acceptance from recognised training institutions. Certification 
and verification of disability by a Health Care Professional or 
Disability Support Office.

Preference will be given to applicants who excel in their 
studies and/or demonstrate potential  If you do not receive 
a response from the Department a month after submission of 
your application, consider your application unsuccessful. 
What the bursary covers:  Tuition fees, Prescribed Study 
Material, Monthly Stipend and  Accommodation where 
applicable.  The award is renewable every year depending 
on the availability of funds and academic performance of 
students.

The closing date for submission of applications is on the 31st 
March 2020. 
(no late applications will be accepted)
How to apply for this opportunity: Download and complete 
the Injured Worker’s Bursary Scheme Application Form 
2019/2020 from the website www.labour.gov.za or visit your 
nearest Provincial Office or Labour Centres for the application 
forms. You can also contact the Vocational Rehabilitation 
office for assistance on 012 319 9264. Make sure that you also 
acquire proof of acceptance or preliminary acceptance from a 
recognised training institution.

Submit a fully completed and signed application form along 
with the following documents: Certified copy of Identity 
Document/Smart Card, Copy of your highest school grade or 
qualification, Proof of residence (not older than three months), 
Acceptance letter from the institution, Study Fee Quotations, 
and  Certification or verification of disability by a Health Care 
Professional or Disability Support Office.  

Submit your application via post: 
The Director 
Directorate: Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department of Employment and Labour 
Compensation Fund 
Private bag x 955
Pretoria 
0001

Official Cluster Contact number

Ms Vivi Khoza GP, KZN, FS, LP, MP 012 406 5709/ 066 305 7827

Mr Ntsodi Mafa GP, KZN, FS, LP, MP 012 319 9264/ 066 056 3720

Mr Vumile Mofana EC, WC, NC, NW, GP 012 406 5708/ 071 613 1828

Mr Luyolo Fani EC, WC, NC, NW, GP 012 319 9264/ 082 886 9452

For enquiries related to this bursary programme, please contact

INJURED WORKERS AND PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES BURSARY AWARD FOR 2020

The South African Police Services 
across Gauteng will be receiving a 
visit from the Gauteng Legisla-

ture’s Portfolio Committee on Community 
Safety for a period of two months and the 
committee will be conducting site visits to 
40 police stations in the province. 

The special visit is for the 40 police sta-
tions that may be located in high crime ar-
eas in the province. The Gauteng Legisla-
ture seeks to provide solutions and provide 
fundamental support required to assist po-
lice with service delivery and necessary re-

sources to respond to crimes. “Thus far the 
Committee has visited police stations in 
Akasia, Atteridgeville, Etwatwa, Boks-
burg, Pretoria Central, Sunnyside, Jeppe 
and Sandton. During these overnight visits 
members of the committee will be identify-
ing challenges or areas that pose as contrib-
uting factors that lead to the high levels of 
crime in these areas. Some challenges that 
have been identified this far include insuf-
ficient number of human resources, police 
stations not having enough vehicles to re-
spond to crime calls and  police visibility, 
lack of intelligence driven crime preven-

tion strategies, lack of ammunition and en-
vironmental designs such as poor lighting 
and no roads,” said Hon Mapiti Matsena 
Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on 
Community Safety. The visit will assist in 
ensuring the safety of Gauteng citizens and 
lack of resources in police stations compro-
mises their safety as the aim and vision of 
SAPS is to protect communities. The com-
mittee is guided by a mandate that will as-
sist in exercising its authority to hold the 
MEC and provincial police commission re-
sponsible on areas that are critical for the 
less crime activities occurring in Gauteng. 

40 Police Stations to be visited by Gauteng Legislature
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Health

Education

UNISA modifies
 its 

application model

The department mistakenly sent 
SMSes to parents across the 
province to come to the district 

offices for placements on Sunday, 
however, parents were frustrated when 
the district office staff locked them-
selves inside the office making parents 
queue outside the building. 
Tensions raised when the South African 
Police Services were on the scene and 
the district officials were not assisting 
the angry parents, as the department had 
sent the SMSes by mistake. On the 
other hand, the Gauteng MEC of Educa-
tion Panyaza Lesufi made a public 
apology to parents as the department 
sent SMSes to parents. “I am still 
shaking and emotionally drained, I 
don’t think parents should be subjected 
to those conditions”, said Panyaza. But 
the department blames parents over 
participation to get space at good 
performing schools.

Furthermore, the public schools that 
have reached their required number of 
school pupils include Parktown Girls, 

Pretoria High school for Girls and 
Pretoria Boys high,  and Northcliff High 
to name a few, with the schools having 
received over 1 485 applications while 
available capacity was under 300.

Parents for school pupils who are left 
without space for 2020 admissions are 
given time to apply for school admis-
sion until 30th November. The place-
ment process is questioned by parents 
as to whether it is effective to help place 
school pupils, considering the confusion 
and large numbers of grade one and 
eight pupils are left without school 
admission, however, MEC Panyaza has 
promised that he will enable all district 
offices to assist and attend to parents. 

Unisa has changed its application model to be 
more ‘open and continuous’ in order to allow 
applications to run throughout the year. This, 

however, does not guarantee applicants the leeway to 
register for the next semester or even the subsequent 
academic year. It will all depend on whether the 
applicant meets the necessary admission require-
ments, provided the qualification is not full or over-
subscribed, and whether the registration period has 
commenced. 
Unisa states that there is no closing date but specific 
qualifications may be closed for applications when a 
qualification is full or at least 2 weeks prior to the 
start of the registration period.

After applying, applicants can expect feedback no 
later than a week from Unisa, before the closing date 
for registrations. Applicants will then have 10 work-
ing days to accept or reject Unisa’s offer.

But the department 
blames parents over 
participation to get 

space at good 
performing schools.
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On Thursday, 31st October 2019, 
Gauteng Department of Health 
MEC Bandile Masuku held a 

media briefing at the Life Centre Build-
ing in Marshalltown, Johannesburg to 
officially announce the appointment of 
eleven new hospital CEO’s.
This gesture reflects Masuku’s obliga-
tions as an MEC, in office, and is part of 
improving governance and leadership in 
the department. Masuku began his 
speech by greeting and welcoming the 
dignitaries who were present, as well as 
the media, before delving into the topic 
at hand. 

He articulated the department’s vision as 
well as strategic objectives they 
needed to work towards, before 
their term in office ended. 
These objectives included 
improving patient experi-
ence and staff morale while 
introducing the National 
Health Insurance. Clinical 
Services, governance, lead-
ership and public 
health needed to 
be improved as 
well.  

“The team of 

CEO’s we will shortly announce, is a 
team we are confident will work 

with us in ensuring that these 
priorities are implemented in 
Gauteng facilities”, contin-
ued Masuku.

In August the Department 
advertised posts for thirteen 
hospitals around Gauteng 
and successfully recruited 

eleven CEO’s but no suita-
ble candidates were 
found for Bertha Gx-
owa Hospital, Jubilee 
Hospital and Heidel-
berg Hospital even 

after re-advertisements. The department 
will therefore have to embark on a head-
hunting process.

“The new team is composed of a mixture 
of young and experienced managers 
with vast experience in the health sector. 
This is part of strengthening leadership 
and governance in facilities and improv-
ing the patient experience of care”, Mas-
uku explained. 
All candidates announced at the media 
briefing had very impressive resumes 
and the kind of experience needed for 
this mammoth task. By the look of things 
these hospitals will be in good hands.

The state of health in Gauteng is in 
a dire situation as negligence, 
short staff, lack of medical facili-

ties for patients and orthopaedic beds is 
a serious predicament faced by the pro-
vincial Department of Health. Kalafong 
Hospital in Atteridgeville, Pretoria is 
one of the many hospitals faced with 
medical challenges affecting patients 
who access public hospitals.  
Gauteng News was informed that a pa-
tient from Atteridgeville was in an acci-
dent three months ago and he went to 
Kalafong Hospital to seek medical as-
sistance, however, the patient was told 

almost every week that he must prepare 
for an operation unfortunately three 
months passed without doctors attend-
ing the patient.

“I would like to take this platform to 
challenge our government about the 
state of health in Gauteng and particu-
larly Kalafong Hospital. My friend was 
admitted for months at the hospital and 
without progress he stayed with a bro-
ken hand for months waiting for the 
doctors to operate his joints,” said Lera-
to Tau, a complainant who contacted 
Gauteng News.
The MEC of Health Dr. Bandile Masuku 

added during his media release of 100 
days in office in September this year that 
Gauteng Health is facing enormous 
challenges, however, these challenges 
are not too great to overcome and they 
are well known predicaments. Challeng-
es faced by the Kalafong hospital in-
clude, inadequate service delivery, poor 
infrastructure, shortage of equipment, 
and medical negligence litigation ex-
penditure.  During the media briefing 
the MEC added that the department has 
allocated resources to fill critical posts, 
further estimating that a total of 1,974 
posts will be occupied by the end of 
2019. Though the department has re-

leased funds to solve some of the critical 
challenges, service delivery and negli-
gence is still a major issue in the prov-
ince. Gauteng News spoke to Kwara 
Kekana spokesperson of Department of 
Health, “orthopaedic in Gauteng is in a 
serious dead lock and therefore, it af-
fects service delivery. But at the mo-
ment as a department we need to inves-
tigate the matter in Kalafong Hospital 
and we would be in a position to provide 
an appropriate comment and take neces-
sary action to end lack of service deliv-
ery and negligence.” Our journalists at-
tempted to get hold of Kalafong Hospital 
but we were unable to receive comment. 

The people of Diepkloof held a 
Clinic Open Day as they were 
promoting healthy lifestyle and 

offering free screening for cancer.  
Community members came in numbers 
as they enjoyed aerobic exercises from 
Health Lifestyle Aerobics and people 
were taught how to maintain their life-
style through healthy living and exer-
cising. 
Nurse Doris Davids was the host for the 
open day and she encouraged commu-
nity members to preserve their health 
through a healthy lifestyle, and people 
should feel free to have a free screening 
for prostate cancer and breast cancer to 
name a few. 
Benefits for exercising were shared by 
aerobic instructors and elderly people 
who attended the open day were edu-
cated on how aerobics and healthy liv-
ing helps to reduce chronic diseases 

such as high blood and diabetes. Men 
were especially encouraged to test for 
prostate cancer as many men are una-
ware of the types of cancer affecting 
men, and they were also encouraged to 
test regularly to treat the disease.
Health professionals and medical team 
from the Baragwanath Hospital were 
providing free medical advice and en-
couraging community members to start 
living a healthy lifestyle. Davids ex-
pressed joy as people of Diepkloof 
came in numbers and welcomed the ac-
tivities and free screening provided, the 
annual event was a success as people 
were happy to utilize services provided 
for them and health practitioners were 
able educate and inform the people 
about the dangers of cancers.

ists attempted to get hold of Kalafong 
Hospital but we were unable to receive 
comment. 

MEC Bandile Masuku appoints new hospital CEO’s

Kalafong Hospital caught in negligence case 

Diepkloof residents promote 
 healthy living

well as strategic objectives they 
needed to work towards, before 
their term in office ended. 
These objectives included 
improving patient experi-
ence and staff morale while 
introducing the National 
Health Insurance. Clinical 
Services, governance, lead-
ership and public 

team we are confident will work 
with us in ensuring that these 

priorities are implemented in 
Gauteng facilities”, contin-
ued Masuku.

In August the Department 
advertised posts for thirteen 
hospitals around Gauteng 
and successfully recruited 

eleven CEO’s but no suita-

Are you a Gauteng based journalism student seeking experi-
ence in a newspaper or do you have community stories you 
feel need to be published?

 Send us an email to newsroom@gautengnewspaper.co.za.  

We'd like to 
hear from you 
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Alas, the current drought has 
dried up dams and emptied 
reservoirs, and seemingly 

partnered with the sun’s scorching rays 
to leave mankind in an unforgettable 
state of paranoia. Wow! What a time to 
be alive. Living in South Africa right 
now is quite challenging considering 
mother nature’s neglect of her well-be-
haved children… ‘Well-behaved’ yeah? 
Some would argue that climate change 
is created by these innocent earthlings 
who continuously burn coal and other 
fossil fuels into the atmosphere.

Last time I checked the hole in the 
ozone layer was getting bigger over the 
years and making the earth even more 
vulnerable to the sun’s ultraviolet rays 
– but what do I know. I do know that 
certain corrupt municipalities have been 
squandering funds meant for water 
purposes. 
A huge chunk of misguided funds 
meant for procurement in water services 
mysteriously took a detour and found 
their way to certain officials’ bank 
accounts (Yup!). According to a report 

published earlier this year a third of 
municipalities spend more than they 
earn. These municipalities also owe 
Eskom more than R9 billion and had 
outstanding water bills of almost R6 
billion (Sheesh). 

Perhaps if these funds had been used 
accordingly from the onset the current 
water shortage we’re experiencing 
would’ve been more manageable. As 
angry as she is, we need to 
thank mother nature for remem-
bering to bless us with some 
rain last weekend after months 
of dryness. Hopefully it was 
enough to water the dry areas 
that needed it most.

Last year Cape Town was the 
hardest hit province, concerning 
the drought, but this season 
seems to be favourable to them 
with recorded torrential rain 
causing floods.  
It seems as though the mother 
city is located in a different 
continent, come to think of it, 

because most parts of the country are 
semi-dry and blazing hot while Cape 
Town is cool and wet. 

Mother nature is evidently mad at 
everyone and not only here in South 
Africa but across the entire African 
continent. Cameroon experienced a 
landslide last Monday, following heavy 
rainfall, that killed 37 people reminis-

cent of Mozambique’s floods that 
damaged the country not so long ago.

THEATRE PLAY 
ISABELO 

BOOK MUSIC
KHULI CHANAMINE BOY

Good news for Hip Hop lovers, 
Khuli Chana will be dropping 
his most anticipating album 

Planets of The Have Nots dropping on 
15th November. 

Fans couldn’t compose themselves when 
the legend himself revealed artists that 
he has worked with on his latest project.

He announced on Twitter that he’s 
featuring A-Reece on his fourth album 
and added that this album is dedicated to 
Hip Hop.  October 28th was the anniver-
sary of the day he was shot, Khuli Chana 
officially reveals the art cover for his 
long anticipated album. 
Mr Chana teased his fans when he 
dropped a hit featuring Cassper Nyovest 
“ICHU” and the track has been loved 
and welcomed by Hip Hop heads in 
South Africa.

A closer look into the lives of an 
impoverished black society, 
under the Apartheid regime, 

and their daily struggles in trying to 
make ends meet. 

Protagonist Xuma is a young man 
from a small rural town who moves to 
Johannesburg in order to get a job on 
the mines. He is offered a place to stay 
by Leah, a shebeen owner who sells 
alcohol illegally. 
Xuma falls in love with Leah’s niece, 
Eliza, who is more of an assimilation-
ist in spite of the racial discrimination 
the mine workers and tenants are 
subjected to everyday. 

Mine Boy explores the difficulties and 
racism experienced by black mine 
workers during South Africa’s dark 
historical period and is partly reminis-
cent of the Marikana massacre regard-
ing the protesting miners’ plight.

If you find yourself being intrigued 
and captivated by spirituality in 
arts then Isabelo is for you. Show 

casing at Soweto theatre on 7th 
December, Isabelo which means 
accepting your calling takes the 
audience on a musical voyage through 
the spirituality of an artist.
It goes deeper as performers illustrate 
the connection between nature and our 
ancestors calling to heal broken souls. 
The director made a point through his 
story telling to share journeys, strug-
gle, joy and pain through music and 
dance. 
The beautiful story line is told through 
African rhythms complex with world 
sound and sweet melodies. Isabelo 
teaches us that as the world changes, 
so will sound and style evolve. The 
play is directed and written by Sre and 
a jam packed show will be delivered to 
the audience.

BOOK MUSIC

Miscellaneous

Mother Nature’s Wrath
Some would argue that 
climate change is created 
by these innocent earth-
lings who continuously 
burn coal and other fossil 
fuels into the atmosphere.
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Sendra Thembi Masiteng 

News

A mother of three, broadcaster, 
entrepreneur and mentor – 
these are some on the hats 

39-year-old Powerhouse Sendra 
Thembi Masiteng wears. When she is 
not in front of the microphone as 
co-host and newsreader on the break-
fast show during weekdays from 06:00 
to 09:00 at Cosmo FM in Cosmo City, 
she is running her beauty spa business 
Sendra’s Beauty Palace, located in 
Randburg where she employs four 
beauty therapists and offers treat-
ments like manicures, pedicures, 
massages, facials and make-up for all 
occasions. “I established my beauty 
business in 2007 and it was inspired 
by the love of beauty as well as 
unmployment at that time. It gives me 
great joy that I did not only create 
employment for myself but I also 
managed to hire a small team that 
assists me in the business. Entrepre-
neurship has been a rewarding yet 
challenging journey for me, one of 
my challenges is the economic 
decline which forces people to 
tighten their belts and spend less 
on non-basic things, but there are 
still people who spoil themselves 
and at Sendra’s Beauty Palace we 
always have attractive specials” 
said Masiteng.  

Sendra is involved in numerous com-
munity empowerment projects with her 
team, and a project that they are 
currently busy with particularly focuses 
on mentorship of young boys. They 
visit schools to talk to school kids, 
especially boys, “we are trying to 
reduce high rate of bullying in schools 
that sometimes leads to killing of 
learners and teachers. The mentorship 
program that started in March this year 
is supported by Naturena based 

Lentswe la Phetoho which does talks 
for inmates as well as for school 

kids, and our initiative with 
them is receiving positive 

response from the parents of 
the kids that we mentor” she 
concluded.  

Masiteng aspires to work for a 
larger broadcaster in the future, 

but for now, she is appreciating 
the acknowledgement of her hard 

work as she has been nominated for 
Best Radio Presenter by the Golden 
Arts and Media Awards (Gama). The 
prestigious awards ceremony will be 
held on 7th December 2019 and 
supporters can vote for Masiteng by 
texting Gama1179 to 45633, SMSes 
are charged at R1.50 each.
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Last weekend was filled with a 
whole lot of excitement and 
anxiety as South Africa’s pride 
and joy, the Springboks, 

geared up for the 2019 Rugby World 
Cup final. The Boks were up against 
England, a team that is also respected 
and revered in their own right. England 
had thrashed New Zealand in the 
semi-finals, the previous week, and now 
here they were taking on the Bokke. 
Within the opening minute of the first 
half South Africa was awarded a penalty 
following a foul committed by England. 
Fly-half Handre Pollard stepped up to 
the plate to deliver one of his well-
known conversion kicks but missed his 
target when the ball went wide. But it 
didn’t take long for the Boks to be 
awarded another penalty which was on 

point this time around. They were 
leading with 3 points before England 
struck back in the 22nd minute and 
equalised with a penalty making the 
score 3 all. 

South Africa was once again in the 
driver’s seat when Pollard kicked the 
ball into the goal post, following yet 
another penalty, making the score 6-3. 
The Springboks’ defence was impres-
sive and extremely firm, pushing back 
England everytime they attempted 
scoring a try. They were awarded a 
penalty eventually. This fierceness 
would later be admired by excited Bok 
fans who understand the importance of 
a strong defence.
Handre Pollard played a vital role in 
taking the penalty kicks awarded to 

South Africa and displayed his skills as 
a kicker who is able to score penalties 
from the most difficult and obscure 
angles. The spectators on the stands 
went wild everytime he succeeded. As 
the first half drew to a close the Spring-
boks were leading with 12 points while 
England lagged behind with 6 points.

The second half kicked off and once 
again the Boks were in the lead with 15 
points and continued to put pressure on 
England by denying them a try. At this 
point South Africa’s confidence and 
determination to win the world cup was 
evident and this played out in the 
countless penalties Pollard continued to 
nail. To keep the momentum and spite 
England even more, wing Makazole 
Mapimpi scored a try in the 66th minute 
which drove the South African specta-

tors extremely wild. At this point 
England appeared disoriented and to 
further add to their misery wing Cheslin 
Kolbe sneaked through England’s 
weary defence and cemented SA’s claim 
to the throne by scoring the Springboks’ 
second try.  

It was an emotional victory for the Boks 
who had clearly come a long way. The 
Boks’ last world cup victory was 12 
years ago in 2007 and 12 years prior to 
that in 1995. Both former captains of 
1995 and 2007 squads, Francois Pienaar 
and John Smit, were present and 
couldn’t contain their excitement when 
the final whistle blew. President Cyril 
Ramaphosa was also present, on the 
stands, and witnessed this glorious and 
monumental victory that will go down 
in South African rugby’s history books.
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Sylvadale
69 Claim Street

Bachelor    R3 1801 
Bed  R3 990 - R4 110

Mercy  078 965 4630 
William 072 253 4226

Get one month rent  FREE & 50% deposit 
TC&Cs Apply

Nov 2019 to 1 Dec 2019 ONLY

Lethabong
117 Pritchard Street

Bachelor   R3 310 - R3 510
1 Bed   from  R3 920 - R4 310

2 Bed   from  R5 780

Mayibongwe   063 057 3369
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79 Alberts Street, JHB 

2 Bed R5 070

Kagiso 081 336 5070
Jacob 082 389  5494

Jeppe Oval
27 Browning Street

1 Bed R4 120
2 Bed R4 970

Thulani 082 523 4294
Cindy 061 471 3640

View 
Today!
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