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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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JMPD fines shops for selling expired goods in Soweto

Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

By Ntsoaki Toloane

Views & Comments

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

NERSA electricity division calls 
for input on strategic planning

The National Energy Regulator of 
South Africa (NERSA) has called on 
stakeholders to attend a public con-

sultation workshop on the Strategic Plan-
ning Programme being rolled out by the 
Electricity Division.

“It was determined that a public consulta-
tion workshop would be a transparent and 
efficient mechanism to elicit a diverse range 
of responses to the strategic challenges fac-
ing the division going forward,” NERSA 
said on Tuesday.

On 10 March 2021, the Energy Regulator 
published a discussion paper to guide inputs 
to the Electricity Division Strategic Plan-
ning.

The document is available on the NERSA 
website at www.nersa.org.za under ‘Consul-
tation>Notices> Electricity.’ The closing 
date for written comments is 20 March 
2021.

The Electricity Division will be engaging 
with external stakeholders to elicit their re-
sponses to a series of strategic questions on 
virtual platforms on 24 – 26 March 2021.

NERSA is a regulatory authority estab-
lished as a juristic person in terms of section 
3 of the National Energy Regulator Act, 
2004 (Act No. 40 of 2004).

NERSA’s mandate is to regulate the elec-
tricity, piped-gas and petroleum pipelines 
industries in terms of the Electricity Regula-
tion Act, 2006 (Act No. 4 of 2006), Gas Act, 

2001 (Act No. 48 of 2001) and Petroleum 
Pipelines Act, 2003 (Act No. 60 of 2003).

Members of the public and stakeholders 
who wish to attend or present their views at 
the public workshop must submit their re-
quest to publichearings@nersa.org.za by 
3:30pm on 19 March 2021 for the attention 
of Mr Eleazer Dlamini.

For more information or queries on the 
above, stakeholders can contact Mr Dlamini 
at 012 401 4035.

“Kindly note that if NERSA does not re-
ceive any requests to present at the adver-
tised public consultation workshop by the 
closing date of this notice, NERSA retains 
the right not to hold the workshop,” the En-
ergy Regulator said.

By Staff Writer

By Surprise Golela

A joint operation of 
JMPD, Kliptown 
Community Police 

Forum (CPF), SAPS, Pikit 
Up and Environmental 
Health specialists fined 
many shops for selling ex-
pired goods on Friday, in 
Kliptown Soweto.

Environmental Health Op-
erational Manager Gabisile 
Mbhele said the operation 
was checking whether busi-
nesses abide by Covid-19 

rules and regulations, as well 
as meeting hygiene and safe-
ty standards.

“Unfortunately we found a 
lot of shops selling goods 
which have expired in 2019 
and others did not meet hy-
giene standard. Residents’ 
health is at risk due to some 
wiped expiry dates on goods 
at shops. We also checked 
business license registra-
tions and did inspections. 
Another discovered issue is 

that buildings are old in 
Kliptown, which causes rats. 
Some business owners have 
cats in other to chase away 
rats”, she added.

Mbhele said fines and no-
tices were issued to busi-
nesses which did not reach 
hygiene standards and for 
selling expired goods.

“Community members 
should be vigilant and check 
expiry dates on goods when 
buying. We have searched 

20 shops, issued 10 fines, is-
sued 11 trading licenses and 
eight statutory notices”, she 
said.

Kliptown Community Po-
lice Forum chairperson Billy 
Peterson said he knows that 
environmental health will 
follow up with businesses 
which are selling expired 
goods.

“Businesses which sell ex-
pired goods put health of 
people at risk. When buying, 

if expiry dates 
are outdated 
or wiped off, 
please do not 
purchase such 
goods”, said 
Peterson.

Residents’ health is at risk due to some wiped expiry dates on goods at shops

Six Lenasia-Secondary pupils to be 
suspended for attacking a learner

Six Lenasia South Second-
ary School pupils to be sus-
pended for brutally attack-

ing a learner in the middle of the 
road with oncoming traffic on 
Tuesday. This follows a video 
footage which portrayed a learner 
being brutally attacked by other 
learners. The Gauteng Education 
MEC, Panyaza Lesufi visited the 
school on Wednesday. 

The MEC visit comes after he 
was informed about the incident 
which took place after school on a 
road in front of the school. The 
MEC has condemned the ill-dis-
cipline displayed by a group of 
learners attacking a learner in the 
middle of the road with oncoming 
traffic.

“What I witnessed on that 
video is totally unacceptable 
and cannot be tolerated. There 
is no amount of anger that can 
justify any form of violence in 
our schools. We denounce all 

acts of ill-discipline that may 
compel learners to behave vio-
lently,” 

The MEC said that their offi-
cials has revealed that six learn-
ers from different grades were 
involved and will be suspend-
ed.

“Our officials revealed that 
the scuffle, which was necessi-
tated by conflict, involved six 
(6) learners, three (3) Grade 12 
learners, two (2) Grade 11 
learners and one (1) Grade 8 
learner. All identified learners 
will be suspended for either be-
ing an instigator, perpetrator, 
accomplice or victim. Subse-
quently, a disciplinary hearing 
will be conducted in due 
course,”

MEC Lesufi denounces the 

ill-discipline displayed by these 
learners in the strongest possi-
ble sense. He instructed the Jo-
hannesburg South District to 
support the school inmanaging 
this matter. The police are also 
investigating circumstances 
surround this incident.

Lenasia South SAPS, spokes-
person, Sergeant Khalipha 
Mvula has confirmed that two 
learners have been detainedat 
the Walter Sisulu Juvenile Pris-
on.

“We can confirm that the two 
suspects aged 16 and 17, have 
been detained for assault at the 
Walter Sisulu Juvenile Prison. 
We, however, cannot rule out 
the possible arrest of other sus-
pects.”

Residents urged to save water

Rand Water has is-
sued a notice to 
the City of 

Tshwane regarding their 
water distribution net-
work that is currently un-
der severe pressure be-
cause of the water 
demand that is constantly 

exceeding the water supply.
The City’s Utility Services and Regi-

nal Operations and Coordination, Phil-
lip Nel, said the situation has resulted in 
low water levels in some of the critical 
reservoirs in the Rand Water systems.

“Rand Water reservoir levels continue 
to decline, and some reservoirs have 
now dropped as low as 30%,” said Nel.

He said the impact of the low reser-
voir levels is that soon there will not be 
sufficient water to supply municipali-
ties, and that will lead to an avoidable 
water shortages and subsequent water 
supply interruptions. Rand water has re-
quested municipalities to assist by de-
creasing the water demand within their 
water supply areas. “I would also like to 

remind residents that the water re-
strictions that were imposed previ-
ously in line with the water supply 
bylaws were never withdrawn and 
are therefore still applicable,” said 
Nel. The city of Tshwane has 
urged all residents to make every 
effort to decrease the water de-
mand by adhering to the water re-
strictions and reducing their water 
consumption.
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2020 was extremely tough on Matriculants, owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. You had to 
adapt to compulsory school closures, virtual lessons, social distancing and more. 

At SANRAL, we want to congratulate you for staying positive through this challenging 
time of your lives. History books will defi nitely remember you for your resilience and 
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Parents urged to elect 
capable SGB candidates

The MEC for Education 
in Gauteng, Mr Panyaza 
Lesufihas urged parents 
to elect new members of 

the School Governing Bodies 
based on the interests of the learn-
ers. 

“We call on parents to select the 
best candidates among those who 
will be nominated. What we know 
is that schools perform better 
where parents participate in the af-
fairs of the school and take charge 
of the education of their children,” 
said Lesufi.

Parents and guardians of learners 
in Gauteng will, between 15 March 
and 30 April 2021, take to the polls 
to elect new members of the SGBs.

Lesufi said parents must ensure 
the elected SGB are capacitated 
with the correct skills to help prin-

cipals run their schools.
“The new SGB must work 

with the Department to create an 
environment where Gauteng chil-
dren are able to receive quality ed-
ucation, whether at school or at 
home. We would be looking to 

work with the SGBs on three 
key areas, including infra-
structure; Information and 
Communications Tech-
nology (ICT) and human 
capacity,” said Lesufi.

He said that schools 

will be relying more on the use of 
ICT as they try to find a balance 
between the provision of quality 
education and protecting and sav-
ing the lives of learners and teach-
ing staff at schools.

“As we meet now; we can no 
longer meet as we used to. We are 
now compelled to use gadgets and 
connectivity. In using ICT, we may 
regress in terms if accessibility; we 
may regress because of excluding 
other people purely because they 
don’t have access to those resourc-
es. But now education must take 
place, even when learners or edu-
cators are at home. We have no 
choice, then to invest heavily in 
ICT to ensure that we provide 
learners and teachers with the sup-
port they need for teaching and 
learning to continue during this 
pandemic,” he added.

The new members will take over 
once the elections have been de-
clared free and fair at the end of the 
process.

MEC for Education in Gauteng, 
Mr Panyaza Lesufi

By Surprise Golela

Over 180 000 spaces available 
for first time students

Higher Education and 
Training Minister 
Blade Nzimande says 
184 315 spaces are 

available for first time entering 
students for 2021 in the public 
university system, as per the en-
rolment plan for the system as a 
whole.

A total of 578 468 learners 
wrote the Grade 12 examination 
in 2020, and of these, 210 820 
learners achieved an NSC pass at 
Bachelor’s level; 150 600 learners 
achieved at Diploma level and 79 
117 learners achieved at Higher 
Certificate level.

“In the scarce skills areas the 
available first-time entering spac-
es are 67 863. Of these 16 647 are 
in the field of studies in Engineer-
ing, 17 161 in the field of study in 
Life and Physical Sciences, 10 
155 in the fields of study of Hu-
man Health, 943 in the field of 
study of Animal Sciences, 211 in 
Veterinary Sciences and 22 746 in 
Initial Teacher Education,” Nzi-
mande said on Thursday.

He added that through the Na-
tional Skills Fund (NSF) and the 
Agri-SETA joint funding, bursa-
ries will be provided to approxi-
mately 4 000 students who are 
studying at agricultural colleges, 
using the NSFAS criteria. Stu-
dents in this field are currently 
not being funded by NSFAS.

“This funding will also ensure 
that we continue to step up sup-
port for black small-scale farmers 
and the implementation of the 
poultry master plan and the sugar 
master plan, amongst others. We 
will ensure that we work very 
close with the Department of Ag-
riculture and Agrarian reform to 
also restore the physical infra-
structure of these agricultural col-
leges,” Nzimande said.

By Staff Writer

Minister Blade Nzimande
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Hollywoodbets and Jozi FM pledged 
R100 000 towards tertiary education

A massive R100 000 was 
pledged through a part-
nership created by Jozi 
FM and community-fo-

cussed betting operator, Holly-
woodbets. Through “The Future is 
Bright” campaign, the duo helped 
secure a year of tertiary education 
for two students in South Africa.

The aim of this initiative was to 
contribute towards the growth and 
educational development of the 
country’s youth.

Nokubonga Kubheka, from Vis-
chkuil in Mpumalanga, was the 
first recipient of this bursary re-
ceiving R85 100. She is currently 
in her first year of studying towards 
her Bachelor of Computer and In-
formation Sciences at UNISA.

“I was quite surprised when I 

found out that I had received a bur-
sary and my family couldn’t be-
lieve is as this is something that 
doesn’t happen every day. My fa-
ther passed away when I was 
younger, so finances are tight,” 
said Kubheka.

Kubheka said that if it was not for 
this bursary she would never have 
been able to study. “This means 
that I will be the first person in my 
family to go to university! I would 
have never been able to study if it 
wasn’t for this bursary and I can’t 
wait to open up my own company 
one day,”she said.

A student from Johannesburg, 
Lebogang Mdyogolo, was the sec-
ond recipient of this project, having 
received R17 120.

“This bursary was very unexpect-
ed. I am in first year of studying to-
wards a Diploma in Information 

Communication and Technology at 
UNISA. I chose to study this as I 
am an outgoing person and enjoy 
meeting new people. Therefore, I 
hope to own my own PR company 
one day. I am currently unem-
ployed, so without this bursary I 
wouldn’t have been able to study,” 
she said. Hollywoodbets Opera-
tions Executive Sandisiwe Bhengu 
said they look forward to continue 
to make a difference in local com-
munities in 2021.

“We hope that in the future we 
can continue to create a brighter fu-
ture for even more of our upcoming 
leaders by investing in their growth 
and educational development. 2020 
was a difficult year for many, there-
fore, we look forward to continue 
making a difference in our local 
communities in 2021,” said Bhen-
gu.

By Surprise Golela

The South African Stu-
dents Congress (Sasco) 
has called for a national 
shutdown of all institu-

tions of higher learning on Mon-
day. The nationwide shutdown of 
universities was triggered by the 
student protest against financial ex-
clusion. This protest started in 
Braamfontein campus of the Uni-
versity of Witwatersrand last week.

This is part of the student’s ongo-
ing protest over financial exclusion 
and the registration for all first-
year studentswhile the government 
is still sorting out the funding chal-
lenges. Sasco President Bamanye 
Matiwane told Gauteng News that 
it’s all-systems-go for the national 
shutdown.

“As from tomorrow Monday, we 
have delegated all our soldiers to 
the ground. They have a responsi-
bility to close all campuses. 

He demanded that all the historic 
debt of the students tobe scrapped, 
and registration to continues for the 
current year

“The demands are clear; no stu-
dent must pay any registration 
money. NSFAS must give students 
their allowances. The government 
must clear all student debt. We are 
expecting every campus that is 
open that it must be closed.”

The national shutdown of all ter-
tiary campuses will be following 
the Higher Education Minister 
Blade Nzimande failure to respond 
to their memorandum. The Minis-
ter Nzimande was given 5pm on 
Friday by the South African Union 
of Students (SAUS).

In the memorandum, they had 
outlined a list of student’s demands 
including clearing of historical 
debt for all students. The memo-
randum outlined that the registra-
tion for all first-year students to be 
allowed to proceed, while the gov-
ernment is still sorting out the 
funding challenges.

Sasco calls for 
a nationwide 

university 
shutdown on 

Monday

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

4 cops nabbed 
in connection 

with Mthokozisi 
Ntumba’s death

The Independent Police 
Investigative Directorate 
(IPID) has arrested four 
Police Officers from the 

Public Order Policing Unit in con-
nection with the death of Mthoko-
zisi Ntumba. This was confirmed 
by Ipid national spokesperson 
Ndileka Cola today.

“Ipid has just arrested four (4) 
police officers from the Public Or-
der Policing Unit in connection 
with the death of Mthokozisi 
Ntumba.” Cola said.

Ntumba was shot dead, allegedly 
by police officers who opened fire 
with rubber bullets during a protest 
by Wits students in Braamfontein 
last week. Efforts to resuscitate 
him failed and he died at the scene. 
Meanwhile, his death has sent 
shockwaves across the country, 

with the public accusing the police 
of negligence.

Cola said the arrested suspects 
are set to appear at the Johannes-
burg Magistrate Court on Wednes-
day this week.

“The four officers will appear at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate Court 
on Wednesday the 17 March 2021 
and they are facing charges of mur-
der, 3X attempted murder and de-
feating the end of justice.” Cola 
said.

The Late Mthokozisi Ntumba

Ntumba was shot dead, 
allegedly by police officers who 
opened fire with rubber bullets 

during a protest by Wits 
students in Braamfontein 

recently

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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“The WhatsApp group and great support from our teachers helped me throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Although I was nervous 
prior to the start of the exams, I was confident because we started preparing and did revision long in advance before the exams started.

FIND A NEW HOME 
AT JHC. SEE INSIDE FOR 
AVAILABLE UNITS Joburg mayor vows to fight 

Braamfontein crime
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SPORTS
Supersport gears up 
for 100th Soweto durby

SuperSport has assem-
bled a host of experts 
and analysts to provide 
the lowdown for this 

weekend’s historic match, the 

100th fixture between Orlando 
Pirates and Kaizer Chiefs, at FNB 
Stadium.

Sunday’s game will be broad-
cast live on the SuperSport PSL 
channel from 3pm (build-up from 
2pm).

The broadcast of the DStv 

Premiership fixture will be sup-
plemented by cutting-edge graph-
ics, augmented reality and virtual 
reality on-field statistics, all in 
keeping with the nature of the oc-
casion.

Seasoned presenter Carol Tsha-
balala will host the build-up with 

top guests Amanda Dlamini, the 
former Banyana Banyana cap-
tain, Jimmy Tau, who represented 
both Soweto clubs, and Teko 
Modise, the ex-Pirates midfielder 
who featured in six derbies.

The multi-language offering 
will be anchored by Mark Glee-

son and Stanton Fredericks (English), 
Reginald Ndlovu (isiZulu) and Baba 
Mthethwa (Sotho).

Ensuring that every possible angle is 
covered, SuperSport will have an array of 
cameras, including four super-slow mo-
tion, two ultra-slow motion and a goalline 
camera.

Elevating the coverage even further, 
graphics will encompass a range of infor-
mation, from player heat maps and aver-
age speeds to player statistics and top 
speed readings.

Augmented reality will take care of team 
tactics and formations, while there will 
also be virtual crowds in place, in keeping 
with the times.

So too virtual fan interaction, ensuring 
that team supporters can stay engaged dur-
ing one of the year’s biggest matches.

On-field VR will focus on action and at-
tack with team and player heat maps liter-
ally identifying where the game is hottest 
on what is sure to be a memorable after-
noon.

This season, Pirates have beaten Chiefs 
three times and go into this match riding 
high with two games in hand.

Augmented reality will 
take care of team tactics 
and formations, while 

there will also be virtual 
crowds in place, in 

keeping with the times

By Staff Writer


