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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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One of ‘most wanted’ suspect 
arrested in Gauteng recently

The suspect is among 
1,170 people arrested by 
police in Gauteng during 
recent operations.

     See Page 2

0861 542 5421 Long Street 
Kempton Park CBD

www.jhc.co.za

You can apply for a 2 bedroom Kempton Park 
Village unit with your ID, payslip and 3 months 
bank statement. 

24/7 Security, CCTV , DSTV 
Connection, Prepaid Electricity , 

Play space for kids 

Be the first to move into the newly developed Kempton Park Village!  
KEMPTON PARK VILLAGE

kpv5@jhc.co.za

HURRY! ONLY A FEW UNITS LEFT! 
2 Bedroom Units Available | R4866pm

Johannesburg Housing Company @JHC_SA 

Proudly Managed by

First 100 people to sign  up will receive a grocery hamper

FIND A NEW HOME AT JHC. SEE 
INSIDE FOR AVAILABLE UNITS

Maile hands over new RDP 
house to beneficiaries

Thieves attempt robbing 
an artist in Joburg CBD
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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Gender-based violence DNA samples to be prioritised

Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

Views & Comments

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

One of ‘most wanted’ suspect 
arrested in Gauteng recently

A wanted cash-in-transit (CIT) and 
murder suspect is among 1,170 in-
dividuals arrested by Gauteng po-

lice throughout the end of the week. A mon-
ey on the way theft and murder suspect was 
nabbed in Tembisa on Sunday.

Police spokesman Captain, Mavela Ma-
sondo said he was recorded as one of the 
five most wanted suspects in Gauteng.

“He was initially arrested in 2017 for mur-
der and cash-in-transit robbery in Pretoria 
but absconded from his trial. A warrant for 
his arrest was issued and the police CIT task 
team and tactical response team traced and 
arrested him again.”

The suspect is among 1,170 people arrest-
ed by police in Gauteng during recent oper-

ations. Officers in Tshwane arrested three 
suspects who were found with copper cables 
belonging to Passenger Rail Agency of 
South Africa (Prasa) valued at R700,000.

Meanwhile about 267 suspects were ar-
rested in Sedibeng and on the west rand. 
These suspects were nabbed for crimes 
ranging from attempted murder, possession 
of unlicensed firearms. Some of the were ar-
rested for dealing in drugs, driving while un-
der the influence of alcohol, assault, mali-
cious damage to property and housebreaking.

In Johannesburg, more than 250 suspects 
were arrested for criminal offences that in-
clude rape, possession of suspected stolen 
property, assault. Masondo stated that some 
of them were in possession of drugs and un-

licensed firearms and ammunition.
“In Ekurhuleni, 240 suspects were arrest-

ed for possession of suspected stolen prop-
erty, malicious damage to property, car hi-
jacking, kidnapping, fraud, attempted 
murder and driving while under the influ-
ence of alcohol, among other crimes,”

The arrested suspects are set to appear at 
various magistrates’ courts from Monday.

By Staff Writer

By Surprise Golela

The South African Po-
lice services (SAPS) 
has assured the coun-

try that DNA samples re-
quired for court cases linked 
to gender-based violence are 
to be prioritised.

This announcement comes 
after forensic exhibits in the 
National Forensic DNA Da-
tabase due to the Property 
Control and Exhibits Man-
agement (PCEM) system 
disappeared after they shut-

down by the service provid-
er in June 2020.

Police spokesperson Brig-
adier Vish Naidoo said the 
SAPS has worked with the 
State Information Technolo-
gy Agency (SITA) and de-
veloped the Forensic Exhibit 
Management(FEM) to re-
place the previous system 
run by the service provider.

“The SAPS management 
would like to assure the na-
tion that while the backlog in 

the forensic labora-
tories is being delt 
with the urgency it 
deserves. DNA 
samples required 
for court cases es-
pecially related to 
Gender Based Vio-
lence cases as well 
as DNA samples 
needed for identifi-
cation of persons 
burial are being 
prioritised,” said Naidoo.

Naidoo said about 10 mil-
lion samples have been load-

ed into the FEM. “The 
FEM system went live 
on the 6th of April 2021 
and approximately 10 
million samples for the 
forensic laboratory ad-
min system have been 
loaded into the FEM 
system where samples 
can be traced at the click 
of a button,” said Nai-
doo.

He said police man-
agement is satisfied with the 

progress made since the in-
troduction of the Fem sys-
tem and remains encouraged 
by the continuation of DNA 
testing due to the availability 
of quantification kits.

“All hands are on deck at 
the forensic science labora-
tories to urgently tackle the 
existing backlogs. The 
workforce of the forensic 
analysts has been adjusted to 
allow for overtime work,” 
Naidoo said.

Thieves attempt robbing 
an artist in Joburg CBD

South African singer and 
HIV activist Thembisile 
Qwabe posted on her Twit-

ter account yesterday, about 
thieves who tried to snatch her 
hand-bag at Johannesburg CBD.  

Qwabe who is also a SAMA 
award winner, songwriter and re-
cording artist said she fought for 
her bag and won the battle.

“I will not be able to use my bag 
again because it teared apart. 
However, I am happy that I was 
able to stand for myself. They 
were unable to take anything 
from me”, she said.

Some of her twitter followers 

shared what their family mem-
bers and they experienced at 
the same place.

“Thugs tried to kill my broth-
er at Joburg CBD when he ran 
away with his bag. Fortunately 
he recovered and is fine now”, 
said a follower.

Another one said they robbed 
her R500 grocery money. She 
found out at the till when about 
to pay that money was gone.

“When at Joburg CBD, walk 
with confident and do not ask 
for directions from anyone ex-
cept security guards.  If people 
ask random people, they might 
be robbers and would take ad-
vantage of them. People should 
always be alert for security pur-
poses”, said another follower.

R20 billion centre for SowetoAs part of growing 
Gauteng 2030 
plan, Protea Agri 

Park (Pty) Ltd in partner-
ship with Afribiz are to 
develop West Rand Mega 
Park worth R20 billion, at 
Protea Glen in Soweto.

Gauteng Premier David 
Makhura said different 
stakeholders will work 
together in order to make 
the project a success. He 
said the project will take 
five years to complete.

“Gauteng Infrastructure Funding 
Agency, West Rand Development 
Agency and local authorities will take 
part on the development of West Rand 
Mega Park”, he said.

Makhura said West Rand Mega Park 
will have an Industrial Park consisting 
of a food city centre with different food 
markets and ancillary services. 

He said the development will create 7 
500 temporary jobs and 50 000 perma-
nent jobs.

“The West Rand Mega Park will have 
fish, seafood products, meat market, dry 
goods, flower market, kids recreational 
area, hotel with conference facilities, 
training centre, restaurants, fast food 
outlets and wedding retail centre. 

There will also be the availability of 
solar farm, truck stop, container depot, 
diesel depot and logistic hub”, he added.

He said it will be a main economic 
centre for Lenasia, Randfontein as well 
as Soweto townships.

A 52-year-old man has 
been nabbed by Hawks 
for being in possession 

of drugs worth approximately 
R1.5 millionrecently. The sus-
pect is due to appear in the Pre-
toria Magistrate’s Court facing 
charges of illegal dealing and 
possession in drugs this coming 
Monday. This arrest was report-
ed by Hawks Spokesperson Cap-
tain Ndivhuwo Mulamu on Fri-
day.

Mulamu said a search and sei-
zure warrant was issued by the 
court and during execution. She 
said the police confiscated sus-
pected crystal meth and heroin 
drugs readily packaged with an 
estimated street value of R1.5 
million and over R10 000-00 in 
cash.

“Hawks’ Serious Organised 
Crime Investigation team in Pre-
toria conducted an intelligence 
driven operation at Wingate Park 
in Pretoria East which resulted 
in the apprehension of the al-
leged drug dealer,” Mulamu 
said. 

She stated that the suspect was 
later charged with illegal dealing 
and possession of drugs. Investi-
gation continues.

Hawks find drugs 
worth R1.5 million

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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ANYTIME, ANYWHERE.
Introducing GEPF Self-Service and App that will 
help you save time and effort.

Members will be able to:

• Access their benefit statements • Trace any benefit claims

• Access proof of payments • Update contact information

• Access tax certificates • Nominate beneficiaries

Visit gepf.co.za to access self-service or download the App at Google 
Play Store or Apple App Store.
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0861 542 5421 Long Street 
Kempton Park CBD

www.jhc.co.za

You can apply for a 2 bedroom Kempton Park 
Village unit with your ID, payslip and 3 months 
bank statement. 

24/7 Security, CCTV , DSTV 
Connection, Prepaid Electricity , 

Play space for kids 

Be the first to move into the newly developed Kempton Park Village!  
KEMPTON PARK VILLAGE

kpv5@jhc.co.za

HURRY! ONLY A FEW UNITS LEFT! 
2 Bedroom Units Available | R4866pm

Johannesburg Housing Company @JHC_SA 

Proudly Managed by

First 100 people to sign  up will receive a grocery hamper

Joburg city mourns 
passing of former 
Mayor Isaac Mogase

The passing away of former 
Johannesburg Mayor Isaac 
Mogase has left the city 

reeling. It’s understood Mogase 
passed away on Wednesday morn-
ing. He held the position of first 
post-apartheid era mayor of the 

greater Johannesburg between 
1995 and 2000.

Mogase served as an activist be-
fore becoming a councilor and was 
part of the leadership of the Soweto 
crisis committee. The deceased 
wore the Mayoral Chains between 
1995 and 2000 when he handed 
them over to Cllr Amos Masondo. 
Joburg Mayor Geoff Makhubo said 

Mogase played a pivotal role in 
laying the groundwork for local 
governance.

“We are saddened as the City 
of Johannesburg on the passing 
of the first post-apartheid mayor 
of the greater Johannesburg met-
ropolitan council, a struggle vet-
eran who joined the African Na-
tional Congress in Alexandra in 
the ’50s. He was very active in 
the National Congress Youth 
League,”

He was a trailblazer and was 
one of the first leadership of the 
non-racial municipalities in 
South Africa after the fall of 
apartheid.

“We stand in the shoulders of 
giants like Ntate Mogase. It is 
because of their hard work and 

dedication to the people and the 
development of this great city. 
Ntate Mogase was pivotal in 
laying the groundwork for the 
work we have done of stitching 
the city together and creating a 
one-city-one-tax base for a unit-
ed city.

“Perhaps it is befitting that in 
keeping with his commitment as 
a life-long activist for freedom, 
Cllr Mogase chose to depart on 
the 27th anniversary of the free-
dom he had actively participated 
in and sacrificed his life to at-
tain. We send our most sincere 
condolences to his family, his 
community and the African Na-
tional Congress on the loss of 
this stalwart.”

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

LATE: Former Johannesburg Mayor 
Isaac Mogase

Department of Community and 
Social Development confirmed 
that it has spent R20 million on 

make-shift shelters, food and other sup-
plies to homeless people in Tshwane 
since Covid-19 lockdown began. 

City of Tshwane Community and Social 
Development MMC Thabisile Vilakazi 
said they also provide shelter for resi-
dents who lost their jobs and homes, due 
to implications caused by Covid-19.

“Homeless people got mattresses, food 
and other things. Several stakeholders 
came together in order to get rid of home-
lessness. University of Pretoria, Unisa, 
non-governmental organisations as well 
as Department of Health MMC Sakkie 
Du Plooy signed social contract. The aim 
is to decrease number of disadvantaged 
people”, she added.

Vilakazi said they link each shelter with 
a social worker in order to offer counsel-
ling. She said it is not pleasant with other 
people to separate with their families.

“We have also identified six buildings 
where victims will be offered shelter. Pol-
icy is abiding us to have shelters for ben-
eficiaries.The buildings will be renovated 
and homeless people will not only be at a 
safe place but also at a better place. Reg-
istered organisations will also provide 
with resources and more shelters”, said 
Vilakazi.

Community and 
Social Dvpt caters 

for homeless 
people in Tshwane

MMC Sakkie Du Plooy

By Ntsoaki Toloane
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Just a decade ago, being able to stream your 

favourite shows in HD while enjoying endless 

online gaming sessions with zero lag, or 

downloading movies in just a few seconds 

was a pipe dream. But, from the moment fibre 

arrived this became the new normal for many 

South African homeowners.

Now, if you fall on the sceptical side of the 

fibre wall or if you just haven’t had the time 

or patience to figure fibre out, there are two 

important things you need to know. Firstly, 

you’ve been missing out! And secondly, it’s not 

too late to jump on the superfast broadband-

wagon. Here’s a simple overview of fibre to 

help you get to grips with how it works and 

how it might change your life.

What’s fibre again?

You may have seen the pavements in your 

neighbourhood being uprooted and fibre optic 

cables being installed. Basically, these cables 

are used to deliver lightning-fast internet 

connectivity to homes, allowing you to browse, 

stream, download and upload content more 

efficiently than other connection types, like 

ADSL and LTE.

OK, so what’s the difference between 

fibre and LTE?

LTE internet is a wireless type of broadband 

connectivity that uses mobile data to access 

the internet. The quality of this type of internet 

connection depends on how far away you 

are from signal towers, as well as weather 

conditions.

A good fibre connection, on the other hand, 

isn’t affected by your home’s distance from 

signal towers or exchange points or

bad weather conditions, and won’t lose steam 

even with the higher numbers of people 

currently using the internet during lockdown.

How will fibre make my life better?

Because of its incredibly speedy download 

rates, switching to fibre for your home comes 

with plenty of great benefits. Your family’s 

entertainment needs are pretty much taken 

care of with fibre, allowing for multiple devices 

to be logged into its network at the same time. 

Stream, download, browse the internet and 

social media,and game to your heart’s content 

– the world is your virtual oyster.

Fibre has also become more widely accessible 

over the years as fibre providers work 

to extend coverage areas. It’s also more 

affordable than ever before as fibre prices 

grow increasingly competitive, and you won’t 

need a landline to get connected– just a router, 

which many Internet Service Providers provide 

free with their fibre packages anyway.

If that’s not enough, having a fibre connection 

point installed in your home instantly boosts 

its property value and appeal, as more people 

consider a home’s connectivity capabilities an 

important part of their decision to rent or even 

buy.

There’s a lot to love about fibre, from the 

endless entertainment made possible by 

lightning-fast connection and download

speeds to the overall value it brings to the 

home.

To find out more about Vuma and to check 

your coverage, visit vumatel.co.za.

Check your coverage

vumatel.co.za | 086 100 8862

Figuring fibre out:  

What’s all the fuss about?

Maile hands over new RDP 
house to beneficiaries

Gauteng Department of Hu-
man Settlements, Urban 
Planning and CoGTA 

MEC Lebohang Maile has on Mon-
day handed over new RDP houses 
to beneficiaries at Dan Tloome in 
Randfontein.

Maile said the beneficiaries have 
been on a waiting list and some are 
backyard tenants who have been 
renting for many years. He said the 
department chose people who de-
serve to get RDPs.

“Department of Housing is aware 
of the backlog and aims to deliver 
services to Gauteng residents. We 
are handing over 100 title deeds 

and newly built RDP houses. Soon 
there will be 2021 local govern-
ment elections. Residents elect us 
with an aim to deliver services to 
them. We should always listen to 
their concerns”, he added.

One of the beneficiaries said she 
is happy to receive a shelter after 
waiting for a long time.

“I am happy to receive my house 
and the department of housing did 
a good job. 

“Those who have registered 
should not lose hope because one 
day they will get a shelter. I waited 
for a long time and it was not easy. 
It does not matter whether I get it 
before elections or not”, said bene-
ficiary.

By Ntsoaki Toloane

 “We are handing over 100 title deeds 
and newly built RDP houses” MEC Lebohang Maile

Making public transporta-
tion safer continues to be 
a major priority that the 

City of Ekurhuleni upholds during 
this global COVID-19 pandemic.

Following the launch of disin-
fecting of public transport facilities 
in May last year at the Germiston 
Station Public Transport Facility, 
the City continues to carry out ran-
dom disinfection throughout the 
public transport sector. Already 
this has seen 867 000 taxis and 15 
595 buses disinfected.

According to a member of the 
Mayoral Committee for Transport 
Planning, Alderman Phelisa Nkun-
jana, in the first two weeks of April 
2021 the City has already disinfect-
ed 9 250 taxis. This is in addition to 
the 395 bus services disinfected, 
including Ekurhuleni Bus Services 
and Brakpan Bus Company.

“Many people work in essential 

services and rely on public trans-
port to get to work. The disinfec-
tion programme that is carried out 
daily at various transport facilities 
is one of our many efforts to curb 
the further spread of COVID-19,” 
said Nkunjana.

“The programme is also extended 
to the scholar transport sector 
where we ensure the little ones are 
transported to school under safe 
conditions in line with the COV-
ID-19 regulations,” 

Nkunjana further states that en-
gagements with the public trans-
port sector continue to reinforce 
the importance of commuters wear-
ing facemasks, disinfecting of ve-
hicles and ensuring the loading ca-
pacity complies with level 1 
regulations.

The programme operates as a 
well-oiled machine and also pro-
vides health services, including 
COVID-19 screening and testing 
of public transport operators.

By Surprise Golela

Ekurhuleni ensures 
public transport is 

safe for all



Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorialPage 6Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorial          29 April - 6 May 2021NEWS

Electoral Commission prepares 
for Local Government Elections

The Electoral Commission says it 
is finalising the finer details 
ahead of the local government 
elections, now that President 

Cyril Ramaphosa has set the date for 27 
October 2021.

Briefing media on Thursday, Chief Elec-
toral Officer, Sy Mamabolo, said the an-
nouncement allows the Electoral Commis-
sion and all other stakeholders to begin 
their preparations to ensure South Africa’s 
sixth municipal council elections are free, 
fair and safe.

Mamabolo said the commission on Thurs-
day met with leaders and representatives of 
political parties in the National Party Liai-
son Committee to discuss a range of issues 
relating to the elections.

The meeting was also attended by Coop-
erative Governance and Traditional Affairs 
(CoGTA) Minister Dr Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma, along with Health Minister 
Dr Zweli Mkhize and Home Affairs Deputy 
Minister Njabulo Nzuza.

Mamabolo said the meeting is part of the 
commission’s ongoing consultations and 
engagements with all the key stakeholders 
to plan and prepare for the elections.

“The meeting discussed, among other 
things, the date announced by the Presi-
dent, progress in the administrative plan-
ning for the elections, and issues related to 
the health and safety of participants under 
the continued COVID-19 pandemic.

“Political parties were also invited to 
raise any issues or concerns regarding the 
elections, including the impact of COV-
ID-19 on conditions conducive to free and 
fair elections,” Mamabolo said.

Mamabolo said a number of parties tabled 
their concerns regarding restrictions on po-
litical gatherings and other constraints to 
campaigning under the current national 
state of disaster regulations.

Some parties have proposed postponing 
the elections in light of the pandemic, while 
others indicated their view that the elec-
tions should proceed under special COV-
ID-19 protocols, as part of “the new nor-
mal”.

“The commission shared with the parties 
its analysis of the Constitution and other le-
gal implications regarding any possible 
postponement. Its position, which is sup-
ported by the opinion of Senior Counsel, 

has been guiding the commission in its 
preparations and its consultations with the 
Minister of CoGTA and the Inter-Ministeri-
al Committee on Elections, among others.

“The central view of this opinion is that a 
postponement to the elections would only 
be possible following a statutory amend-
ment. With this in mind, the Commission 
has proceeded to plan for the holding of Lo-
cal Government Elections within the cur-
rent constitutional timeframe,” Mamabolo 
said.

Mamabolo said the commission will de-
liberate on the issues, concerns and sugges-
tions raised by parties to consider how 
these may be accommodated.

The first aspect for preparation for the 
elections is that of voter registration.

The commission will soon embark on a 
national voter registration campaign to fa-
cilitate and encourage participation in the 
elections, by as many eligible voters as pos-
sible.

“This campaign will include an extensive 
communication and education drive across 
multimedia platforms, along with targeted 
interventions aimed specifically at first-
time voters. These will include registration 
initiatives at schools, tertiary education 
campuses and other opportunities.

“This campaign will culminate in a na-
tional voter registration weekend, during 
which all voting stations will open between 
8am and 5pm to allow new voters to regis-
ter and existing voters to change, update 
and check their registration details.

“The dates for this weekend will be an-
nounced soon, following consultations with 
various stakeholders,” Mamabolo said.

The commission reminded voters that 
there will be only one general voter regis-
tration weekend due to resource constraints.

Mamabolo called on all eligible voters – 
especially first-time voters – to ensure they 
are ready to register to participate, includ-
ing obtaining identity documents, where 
necessary.

“We also urge all parties, the media, civil 
society and others to work with us to pro-
mote and encourage participation among 
all South Africans, so that we can continue 
the increase in turnout, which we have seen 
during the most recent local government 
elections.”

By Staff Writer
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TWO-BEDROOM R5 530*

@JHCsa

Johannesburg Housing 
Company

0861 542 542

@JHC_SA

2 Beds 
R5 290pm 

to 
R5 495pm

MATOME
078 907 7346

BRICKFIELDS

From 09:00AM - 17:00PM
Viewings after 17:00pm must be 
arranged directly with the agent.

Corner Carr & 
Ntemi Piliso

Street, Newtown

*Prices displayed may vary according to unit specifications. 
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control | CCTV cameras | BIC

Biometric access | CCTV cameras | Secure courtyard 
parking | Children’s soccer field 
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parking | Children’s soccer field 
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7 Abel Road Berea
Johannesburg

FAVOURITE 
072 766 2112 
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“First 100 people to sign up will receive a grocery hamper”

STAY WITH US!

“LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE”

Viewings after 17:00pm must be arranged directly with the agent.
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SIGNAGE

DIRECTOR CHAIRS
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Old JSE Building, 17 
Diagonal Street, 
Ground Floor, 
Newtown

WHERE WE ARE:

Email: info@masanabc.comContact: TEL: 063 342 7266/ 010 035 4924

MASANA
Business Concepts

DIGITAL PRINTING

Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

BeritaChippa United claimed 
a surprise 1-0 away 
win over Kaizer 
Chiefs at the FNB 

Stadium on Wednesday after-
noon, with the result providing a 
major boost to the Eastern Cape 
club’s survival hopes in the 
DStv Premiership.

The three points – secured by a 
late strike from Bienvenu Eva 
Nga – did not raise the Chilli 

Boys out of 15th place (the rele-
gation playoff zone), as 
Tshakhuma Tsha Madzivhandila 
won their concurrent game 
against Bloemfontein Celtic, but 
does nonetheless bring them 
closer to the likes of Maritzburg 
United and Stellenbosch FC a 
little further up the log.

As for the Amakhosi, a failure 
to build momentum after their 
impressive win over log leaders 
Mamelodi Sundowns this past 
weekend sees them remain in 

eighth place after suffering an 
eighth defeat of the season.

Chiefs dominated possession 
and territory from early on, forc-
ing Chippa onto the back foot as 
they patiently probed for open-
ings in the visiting team’s de-
fence.

A glaring one was exposed just 
before the midway point of the 
first half, as Eric Mathoho had a 
free header from a corner kick, 
but the beanpole defender failed 
to hit the target.

Chippa stun Chiefs to 
boost survival hopes

On 28 minutes Mathoho made a vital contribution at the other 
end of the field when he made a block on Augustine Kwem’s 
left-footed shot – stymieing Chippa’s first truly threatening at-
tack.

The Eastern Cape side grew in confidence and were the more 
dominant force in the latter minutes before the half-time interval, 
but failed to provide quality service to the likes of Kwem and 
Kurt Lentjies, leaving the game locked at 0-0.

The second half meandered without any major chances at either 
end, resulting in Chiefs coach Gavin Hunt gambling with a bold 
triple substitution on the hour mark, as he introduced Lazarous 
Kambole, Reeve Frosler and Samir Nurkovic off the bench.

The fresh players took time to have an influence on the game, 
but Nurkovic finally had an effort on target in the 82nd minute, 
with his long-range strike forcing a decent save from Chilli Boys 
goalkeeper Ismail Watenga.

Yet it was a Chippa substitute who had the major say on 85 min-
utes, with Bienvenu Eva Nga putting Mathoho under pressure and 
forcing a poor back-header from the defender, before lobbing the 
ball beyond an onrushing Itumeleng Khune to score with the vis-
iting team’s first effort on target.


