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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book

  
  

 G
az

ebo Printing                                                                                                                       

T-
Sh

irts 
& Caps

M

ug Press

Old JSE Building, 17 
Diagonal Street, 
Ground Floor, 
Newtown

• Quick Turn-Around Time
• High Quality Printing
• Exceptional Service

WE PRINT:
BANNERS

*SHARKFIN
*X-BANNER

*PULL UP

FLYERS
POSTERS

A-FRAMES
GAZEBOS
APPAREL

WE ALSO 

PRINT

WHERE WE ARE:

TEL: 063 342 7266Email: info@masanabc.com

Geraldine Kganakga , 
Bob Cuts Hair Salon

                 24 - 30 September 2020

JMPD offi  cer helps woman 
give birth on the pavement

See Page 2

Johannesburg metro police officer Rose Sithole became 
an instant hero when she helped a woman who went into 
labor in the middle of the road recently.

President calls for women to get 
greater access to financial tools See Page 4

Personalised Embroidery Packages Available!!

See Page 3
Mamelodi Stroke Survivor

See Page 4

“Governments must invest in the 
financial education of women and 

girls in support of greater financial 
and economic inclusion.”
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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Public to name new SA airline
By Thembi Rowen Siaga

ActionSA registered

Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

Staff Reporter

Party leader Herman 
Mashaba expressed 
happiness as their 
party got over 1 000 

signatures compared to the re-
quired minimum of 500.

“Our teams on the ground 
obtained the signatures of 
well over 1000 registered vot-
ers within just a matter of 
hours. They reported that they 
were inundated by the number 
of people who wanted to sign 
this important deed of founda-
tion.”

“Our goal is to be a chal-
lenge to other parties during 
the contest for next year’s lo-
cal government election, 
which will be for national 
power in the 2020 General 

Elections. South African peo-
ple expressed their wishes to 
ActionSA to be a party that 
will unite the country with the 
vision of prosperity,” he add-
ed. Mashaba said it is a proud 
moment of the party because 
millions of South Africans 
have participated in the dia-
logue, which laid the founda-
tion for our new party.

“I believe it is highly appro-
priate that we register this 
party the day after President 
Ramaphosa announced the 
move to level 1 lockdown 
regulations because we will 
dedicate ActionSA to being 
the party of economic solu-
tions that will create jobs and 
prosperity for all South Afri-
cans.”

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Johannesburg metro po-
lice officer Rose Sithole 
became an instant hero 

when she helped a woman 
who went into labor in the 
middle of the road recently. 

Johannesburg Metro Police 
Department (JMPD) spokes-
man Xolani Fihla said that 
Sithole was alerted by an  In-
tegrated Intelligent Operations 
Command Centre( IIOC) cam-
era operator of a woman who 
looked like she was going into 
labor on a pavement in Henry 
Nxumalo Street near Johan-
nesburg Central SAPS. 

Fihla told Gauteng News 
that it was in an unprecedented 
act of bravery when the JMPD 
officer delivered the baby. 

“When officer Sithole ar-
rived on the scene, she noticed 
that the woman who was with 
her male partner was preg-
nant.” 

“She asked a colleague to go 
borrow a blanket from Johan-
nesburg Central SAPS and be-
fore he could return, officer 
Sithole had delivered a healthy 
baby boy on the Joburg Streets. 
The city of Joburg EMS soon 
arrived and both mother and 
baby were taken to Coronation 
Clinic to be assessed. It’s been 
said that they are both doing 
well.” 

The mother and her bundle 
of joy were discharged from 
the clinic on Saturday.

JMPD officer helps woman 
give birth on the pavement

A brand new South Afri-
can airline, which will 
be launching domestic 

flights later this year, has invit-
ed all South Africans to suggest 
a name for the new carrier. The 
successful creator will win a 
year’s free travel pass on the 
airline.

The airline which has drawn 
inspiration from Uber’s high 
tech, customer-obsessed ap-
proach to mobility, is a partner-

Officer Rose Sithole became 
an instant hero when she 
helped a woman who went 
into labor in the middle of the 
road recently

Views & Comments

ship between Kulula founder Gidon 
Novick and Global Aviation, a leading 
operator of Airbus A320 aircraft.

“The pandemic has created a unique 
opportunity to start an airline that is 
not only dramatically more efficient 
but also inventive and creative by tap-
ping into the unique talent that our 
country offers” commented Novick.

“Master KG’s Jerusalema is a re-
minder of just how creative, energetic 
and inspiring South Africans can be,” 
he added. “The airline’s first flight be-
tween Johannesburg and Cape Town, 
the 12th busiest route in the world, is 

planned for December 2020.
The founding team combines indus-

try experience with fresh thinkers from 
the technology and hospitality sectors. 
“Similar to the way Uber has trans-
formed the point-to-point mobility, 
there is a huge opportunity for the air-
line industry to rethink its relationship 
with passengers and be more ‘custom-
er obsessed’. This can be achieved by 
bringing together industry experts, 
technology and a fresh perspective and 
strategic approaches from other sec-
tors.” says Jonathan Ayache, ex-Uber 
Africa exec who is also involved in the 

project. Black&White, part of 
the award-winning M&C 
Saatchi Group, will be doing 
the positioning, design and 
branding for the new airline. 
Without being too prescriptive 
the new team are looking for a 
name that is unique, aspira-

tional, and cool. Ideally, it 
should be easy to say and 
memorable.

Entries can be posted on the 
website brandnewairl ine.
co.za and the winner will be 
announced within the next two 
weeks.
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By Thembi Rowen Siaga

THE NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE 
A TOOL TO CLOSE THE WAGE GAP 
AND TO OVERCOME POVERTY

 DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR, WORKING FOR YOU

IS YOUR EMPLOYER PAYING YOU THE NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE?

If you are not paid the national minimum wage of R20.76 per hour
• R18.68 per hour for farm and forestry workers 
• R15.57 per hour for domestic workers 
• R11.42 per hour for workers under the Expanded Public Works Programme
then dial the FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE.

FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE:  *134*305# 
DIAL THE FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE AND FOLLOW THE PROMPTS

President calls for women to get 
greater access to financial tools

President Cyril Rama-
phosa has thrown his 
weight behind the em-
powering of women 

in Africa by giving them ena-
bling tools to build themselves a 
financially secure and inde-
pendent future.

President Ramaphosa was 
speaking during a high-level 
virtual panel, G7 Partnership for 
African Women’s Financial In-
clusion on Wednesday.

The panel also featured phi-
lanthropist Melinda Gates, 
Queen Máxima of the Nether-
lands and French Economy and 
Finance Minister Bruno Le 
Maire’s representative Nicolas 
de Rivière.

“We must enable women to 
take advantage of the techno-
logical advances to start their 
own businesses, to trade and to 
seek employment,” President 
Ramaphosa said.

President Ramaphosa recog-
nises the COVID-19 pandem-
ic’s “dramatic” impact on the 
economy and strongly believes 

that its effect will be hardest felt 
by the women.

He noted that many of these 
women, who are the bedrock of 
society, work and operate in the 
informal sector.

President Ramaphosa is there-
fore advocating for women to 
have greater access to afforda-
ble financial services, working 
capital, credit lines, insurance, 
and digital tools such as mobile 
banking platforms.  

“Governments must invest in 
the financial education of wom-
en and girls in support of greater 
financial and economic inclu-
sion.”

He announced that South Afri-
ca has set aside the US$500 000 
(R 8 508 700) towards the Afri-
can Women Impact Fund which 
seeks to empower financial 
leaders.

Also, the President, who is 
also the current chair of the Af-

rican Union (AU), has pro-
nounced that 40% of all public 
procurement in South Africa 
should be reserved for wom-
en-owned businesses.

President Ramaphosa has 
since called on AU member 
states to develop similar policy 
guidelines.

“We believe that a digitally 
enabled economy with a strong 
emphasises on gender equality 
has the potential to be trans-
formative, fair, sustainable and 
competitive,” he added.

Meanwhile, he said the conti-
nent continues to develop its in-
formation and communications 
technology infrastructure.  

“Unless women are brought 
into the mainstream of the econ-
omy, they will forever continue 
to bear the brunt of exclusive, 
marginalisation and be vulnera-
ble to abuse and exploitations,” 
he stressed. “The nation that 

empowers its women is a strong 
nation, but also a sustainable 
nation,” President Ramaphosa 
added. Women hardest-hit by 
pandemics

The co-chair of the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation said 
the pandemic has led to the 
greatest global economic crisis 
since the Great Depression and 
it is “squarely landing on the 
shoulder of women”.

“Early estimates suggest that 
women are nearly twice as like-
ly to lose their job as men and 
low-income women in low-in-
come countries are at the great-
est risk,” Gates said.

“These are the garment work-
ers, the food sellers, who have 
closed their shops because very 
few people are gathering in out-
door markets.”

Since the outbreak, 37 million 
people are estimated to have 
fallen back to extreme poverty, 

she revealed.  
“I worry that those 37 million 

will stay there even after the 
pandemic is over especially 
women.”

However, Gates told the panel 
that she was hopeful and that 
the worst-case scenario could 
be averted if leaders prioritise 
women in their response.

One way of doing this, she 
said, is to deliver emergency 
cash transfers to citizens and di-
rectly to women.

“The cash has to get into wom-
en’s pocket and it too often it 
doesn’t. It ends in the pockets of 
their husband or other male 
family members or nowhere at 
all.”

Gates is urging governments 
to redesign the financial sys-
tems that focus on digitalised 
payments to deliver the money 
directly into accounts owned 
and controlled by women.

Presently, Gates said the world 
is witnessing the fastest, fur-
thest reaching transfers of cash 
payments from governments to 
the people in history.

“Will women benefit equally, 
none of us knows that yet but I 
hope that if we do our jobs right, 
they will and it set a precedence 
for all the years to come,” she 
told delegates.

As part of this agenda, the G7 
Partnership for Women’s Digi-
tal Financial Inclusion in Africa 
has committed to supporting 
African governments, central 
banks, and financial institutions 
in their efforts to build more in-
clusive, sustainable, and re-
sponsible digital financial sys-
tems, ensuring that 400 million 
African adults are financially 
included of which 60% are 
women.

The President has 
announced that South 
Africa has set aside 
the US$500 000 (R 
8 508 700) 
towards the African 
Women Impact Fund 
which seeks to 
empower financial 
leaders.
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UPDATE YOUR GEPF 
INFORMATION TODAY
NOMINATE YOUR BENEFICIARIES TODAY.

A nomination form is an official document that decides  
who should receive your GEPF pension benefits payout  
when you pass on.

NB: A will does not serve as a nomination form.

Update your beneficiaries details and spare your family the pain 
of delayed GEPF pension benefits payment.

Taking care of today for a secure future.
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Mirror Trading International exposed: 
#MTILeaks reveal trading data

In another twist, the South African Bitcoin trading 
company under investigation by the Financial 
Services Conduct Authority (FSCA) and on the 

radar of other international financial regulatory enti-
ties has had its entire transaction history exposed on 
the dark web.

Mirror Trading International (MTI) is a South Afri-
can Bitcoin trading company, which has been under 
the microscope since January this year for being 
a “get-rich-quick” scheme.

In July MTI’s broker, FXChoice, issued a state-
ment saying it had blocked the company’s trading ac-
count because “our research leads to the realisation 
that MTI is a multi-level marketing pool that claims 
high returns from trading forex for their members us-
ing artificial intelligence software. Additionally, MTI 
uses a very aggressive multi-level marketing cam-
paign with high rewards to get new investors into the 
pool. 

Due to this new information, we blocked MTI’s ac-
count on 10 June. This was when the last trade was 
closed. We requested additional documents from MTI 
to confirm the source of their funds. We are still wait-
ing.”

*On 7 July, Texas State Securities Board issued 
a cease and desist order against the company for oper-
ating a multi-level marketing or pyramid scheme.

*Around the same time, the Canadian authority Au-
thorité des Marchés Financiers (AMF) added MTI to 
its warning list of websites and companies that solicit 
investors illegally

*Then on 18 August, the South African Financial 
Services Conduct Authority (FSCA) issued a  
statement saying it was investigating MTI as it did not 
have the requisite financial service provider licence, 

but the “FSCA has a much greater concern about the 
activities of the company. MTI claims to have more 
than R2.9bn (at current conversion rates) in clients’ 
funds in trading accounts, but we have not been able to 
conclusively confirm that the funds exist”.

Latest development
According to a report by MyBroadband, a hacking 

group calling itself Anonymous ZA exposed the vul-
nerability of the platform by accessing investor infor-
mation through its member’s portal mymticlub.com 
without needing to hack the system.

“Using this weakness, it was able to glean detailed 
information about MTI’s system and see the full 
names, usernames, e-mail addresses, Bitcoin balances, 
and earnings linked to every account. Anonymous ZA 
then published an anonymised copy of the data, which 
was current as of 14 September 2020, on a dark web 
site called MTILeaks,” MyBroadBand reported.

“[The] MTI database shows the company has han-
dled over 22,984 bitcoin in member deposits, amount-
ing to over R4bn.“The data shows that members have 
withdrawn nearly 15,653 bitcoin (close to R2.9bn), 
which means the scheme should still have at least 
7,331 bitcoin (over R1.3bn) of members’ capital in its 
accounts.“However, the data also shows that the 
scheme has allocated almost 9,916 bitcoin (over 
R1.8bn) to members in interest and bonuses.“This 
means that MTI must have a minimum of 17,247 bit-
coin (over R3.1bn) to cover the remaining deposits 
and earnings of all members who have not yet been 
withdrawn from the scheme,” the report said.

When initially asked by MyBroadBand whether the 
company had enough liquidity to cover its obilgations, 
MTI CEO Johann Steynberg did not respond. In a sub-
sequent statement, MTI declined to comment.

Stoke survivor Letlhogonolo 
Modise (27) (PICTURED) 
from Johannesburg has spo-

ken out about the changes she had 
to make after being attacked by 
stroke at the tender age of 17. 

Her tragedy struck when she was 
doing grade 12 at Christian Broth-
ers’ College (CBC) Mount Edmund 
in 2010.

Modise said after suffering 
stroke, she had to realigned her pri-
orities. Modise establish a founda-
tion called Letlhogonolo Modise 
foundation which aims at helping 
others who have gone through the 
same situation.

“The Letlhogonolo Modise Foun-
dation started last year August to 
cater people with stroke. The stroke 
gave me a courage to start this 
foundation. This foundation can as-
sist the stroke survivor in achieving 
what they have always wanted to 
be in their lives. It also offers them 
support by being able to communi-
cate with others about their current 

situation.”
Modise said her biggest support 

system was her family and friends 
who supported her after her stroke.

“I noticed that living in under-
privileged area was not making my 
situation better. My family espe-
cially my mother supported me 
during hard times. My journey was 
expensive to recover from a 
stroke.”

Modise said her foundation is 
supporting stroke survivors to cope 
with their different challenges.

“We also assist the caregiver if 
any way the stroke survivor isn’t 
able to ask for that assistance them-
selves. This foundation already has 
a couple of stroke survivors and a 
caregiver.”

For any inquiries on stroke sup-
port, Letlhogonolo Modise’s Foun-
dation can be reached on 060 525 
3479 (calls), 076 442 8098 
(WhatsApp) or Facebook page (@
themodisefoundation)

POWERHOUSE

Mamelodi stroke survivor 
pivot life purpose to 

empower others
Staff Reporter

President asks citizens to 
do Jerusalema challenge 
on Heritage Day

President Cyril Ramapho-
sa has urged South Afri-
cans to celebrate Heritage 

Day by reflecting on the coun-
try’s journey in the last six 
months in weathering the COV-
ID-19 storm.

He has also called on citizens 
to get their groove on by taking 
part in the Jerusalema global 
dance frenzy by duo Master KG 
and Nomcebo Zikode on 24 Sep-
tember.

“There can be no better cele-
bration of our South Africanness 

than joining the global phenome-
non that is the Jerusalema dance 
challenge,” President Ramaphosa 
announced during his address on 
Wednesday.

“So, I urge all of you to take up 
this challenge on Heritage Day and 
show the world what we are capa-
ble of.”

Jerusalema has taken the world 
by storm and has over 139 039 790 
views on YouTube and counting.

The hit continues to travel be-
yond the country’s borders and has 
topped the charts including the 

Billboard Hot Dance/Electron-
ic Songs chart in the United 
States.

It was number one on iTunes 
in Africa and the top five in 
countries such as Spain, Bel-
gium, Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria.

It has also reached number 
one the Top 200 France charts 
and reached a peak on the Shaz-
am Global Top 200 at number 
four last month.

Apart from dancing to the 
President’s favourite song, 
President Ramaphosa has also 
encouraged South Africans to 
use this public holiday as fami-
ly time, remember those who 
have lost their lives to COV-
ID-19, and “quietly rejoice” in 
the remarkable and diverse her-
itage of the nation.
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Report human trafficking, urges SAPS

Following recent posts on so-
cial media alleging inci-
dents of human trafficking, 

the National Police Commissioner, 
General Khehla Sitole, has ap-
pealed to anyone with information 
on these crimes to contact the 
South African Police Service 
(SAPS).

“We are appealing to anyone who 
may have information on these 
crime categories, preferably before 
they are committed, to contact the 
SAPS on our Crime Stop number 
086 00 10111. Information may 
also be communicated via the 
MySAPS App, an application 
which can be downloaded on any 
iPhone or Android.

“All information will be treated 
with strictest confidence and call-
ers may remain anonymous,” he 
said.

In light of the social media posts, 
Sitole highlighted the seriousness 
with which human trafficking and 
other closely related crimes are 
dealt with by SAPS and specialised 
units such as the Directorate for 

Priority Crime Investigation 
(Hawks) and the Family Violence 
Child Protection and Sexual Of-
fences Unit (FCS).

Just last week a video surfaced on 
social media of an incident that oc-
curred on 10 September 2020 of a 

man who tried to grab a four-year-
old girl while under the watchful 
eye of her mother at a pizza shop in 
Florida, Johannesburg.

The SAPS said while the suspect 
was charged with assault and intent 
to cause grievous bodily harm, the 

incident was not a case of human 
trafficking but served as a stark re-
minder of the realities of these type 
of crimes.

He called for a collective ap-
proach to be adopted to ensure that 
not a single person, man, woman or 
child becomes a victim of this 
crime.

“We have had sporadic reports in 
the past of young people, especial-
ly females that were allegedly lured 
away from their homes on the 
promise of lucrative jobs only to 
find themselves being trafficked 
for sex,” said the Commissioner.

The cases of kidnappings, abduc-
tions and missing persons are also 
areas of serious concern to the 
South African Police Service.

To deal decisively with such cas-

es, the SAPS together with other 
government departments have put 
both proactive and reactive inter-
ventions in place.

“Each of these crimes are com-
mitted under different circumstanc-
es and with different motivations.

“Persons may be reported miss-
ing following a crime that may 
have been committed like murder, 
kidnapping, abduction or the miss-
ing person may have just simply 
run away from home. Whatever the 
circumstances, such must be re-
ported immediately to the police 
and there is no waiting period for 
such a matter to get reported,” 
urged Sitole.

A person is deemed kidnapped if 
such a person is removed against 
his or her consent and deprived of 
his or her freedom of movement for 
ransom.

In the case of abduction, a person 
is deemed abducted if such a per-
son is removed from the custody of 
his or her parents for the purpose of 
marriage or sexual intercourse. 

However, if such a person is un-
der the age of 16 then the act of 
sexual intercourse would constitute 
rape. 

“We are appealing to anyone who may 
have information on these crime categories, 

preferably before they are committed, to 
contact the SAPS on our Crime Stop 

number 086 00 10111. Information may 
also be communicated via the MySAPS 

App, an application which can be 
downloaded on any iPhone or Android.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

NSFAS receives over 160 000 student applications

The National Student Finan-
cial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) 
has received more than 160 

536 applications from students 
seeking funding for 2021, since the 
opening date for funding applica-
tions on 3 August 2020.

NSFAS Administrator, Dr Ran-
dall Carolissen, said that during the 
first month on average NSFAS has 
been receiving more than 5 000 ap-
plications a day, with the number 
going as high as 6 000 during the 
last days of August.

“To date, over 188 733 applica-
tions have been submitted,” Caro-
lissen said in a statement on Mon-
day.

Carolissen said NSFAS antici-
pates a high volume in applications 
leading up to the closing date due 
to the recent economic strain due to 

COVID-19 pandemic.
Applications are opened for 

Grade 9 to12 learners and out of 
school youth who wish to further 
their studies at any public Techni-
cal and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) college or univer-
sities across the country. 

NSFAS urged prospective appli-
cants to apply on time before the 
closing date on 30 November 2020. 
Applications are submitted online 
via a smartphone, personal com-
puter, or by utilising applications 
centres of NSFAS partners.

Carolissen said NSFAS continu-
ously provides easy access, reacha-
bility, and free access to informa-
tion by forging and retaining 
relationships with stakeholder part-
nerships.

He said these partnerships pro-
vide customised links between an 
applicant and NSFAS during the 
application cycle and beyond.

The National Youth Develop-
ment Agency (NYDA) continues to 
be instrumental in assisting appli-
cants to use their facilities as appli-
cation centres, free of charge.

The NYDA has centres across 
nine provinces, offering a variety 
of services to students, and out of 
school youth.

Carolissen said the NYDA cen-
tres will be fully operational and 
accessible as NSFAS applications 
centres from 14 September 2020, 
Mondays to Fridays, during office 
hours.

“NSFAS has strengthened its 
partnership with the Department of 
Basic Education (DBE) to further 
increase NSFAS footprint and 
reachability, specifically for learn-

ers in Grade 10 to 12. DBE will 
link NSFAS with provinces and 
district offices and provide data-
base of National Teachers Centres 
which will assist with applications.

“Applications are submitted on-
line via myNSFAS portal. New ap-
plicants need a copy of their ID 
document or birth certificate to 
register and create a profile on the 
myNSFAS portal. Applicants with 
existing accounts need to log into 
their accounts, you’re only allowed 
to create one profile,” the Adminis-
trator explained.

Required supporting documents:
⦁	 Applicants	 ID	 document/

card or birth certificate;
⦁	 ID	 of	 parents/	 guardian/	

spouse (or death certificate where 
applicable);
⦁	 Applicants	 proof	 of	 in-

come (if applicable and should not 
be older than 3 months);
⦁	 Parents/	guardian/	 spouse	

pay advice/ letter of employment/ 
pension advice stating income (if 
applicable and should not be older 
than 3 months;
⦁	 Vulnerable	 children	 must	

provide a completed and signed 
Vulnerable Child Declaration 
Form; and
⦁	 Applicants	with	a	disabili-

ty must provide a Disability An-
nexure A Form (Downloadable on 
the website).

South African Social Security 
Agency (SASSA) slips are not re-
quired, and SASSA should not be 
included as a household income.

Applicants are also encouraged 
to simultaneously apply for NS-
FAS and admission at universities 
or TVET colleges for 2021.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return
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Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

Berita

Freddy zungu celebrates 
30 years with Sundowns

The year 2020 has been a 
massive year for Ma-
melodi Sundowns, the 

50-year celebrations, La Deci-
ma title, treble winners and just 
as importantly, Masandawana 
celebrates Ntate Freddy Zungu, 
the kit manager who has been 
with Masandawana for thirty 
years. Ntate Zungu has seen it 
all during the years he has been 
with the Brazilians. He has seen 
players come and go, trophies 
coming in, through the good 
times and the bad times, he has 
been there.

Ntate Zungu smiles and 
chuckles when he talks about 
the time he joined Masandawa-
na as he takes us to the moment 
he joined the Brazilians,

 “I was working as a 
caretaker and I spoke to 
Screamer (Tshabalala) 

and said that I am 
looking for a job and he 

said ok. Then Angelo and 
Natasha Tschiclas gave 
me a job and I never 

looked back. it has been 
the best time of my life 
and I could not have 

asked for a better club to 
work for.”

Masandawana have been 
blessed with some of the best 
players in the country and foot-
ballers are known to be a bit 
naughty and might cause a bit 
of commotion, Ntate Zungu had 
to deal with these players daily 
and he touched on how the likes 
of Sam “Ewie” Nkambule, Joel 
Masilela and the rest of that 
crew were so naughty in the 
dressing room and how he could 
not let them stand in his way of 
making sure that he does his job 
to perfection and that all the 
players were happy. 

He also said that the job of a 
kit manager is not as easy as it 
seems. “It is easy when one sees 
from far but it is not when you 

are actually doing it. It’s a heavy 
job where a lot has to be done 
on the day of the game especial-
ly big games and sometimes 
you end up forgetting stuff.”

“The funny thing is that I was 
a supporter of the club and 
working for it it was a dream 
come true for me, the way I love 
my job even when I am at home 
I am always thinking of what I 
am supposed to be doing at the 
club, that is how passionate I 
am about my job and the club.”

Ntate Zungu has seen a lot of 
coaches and he pinpoints that he 
has worked with a lot of coach-
es, he mentioned Coach Pitso 
Mosimane and the late master 
tactician Ted Dumitru, as some 
of the most successful coaches 
who have been with 
Masandawana. He has seen 
Coach Pitso from being a player 
with the Brazilians to being one 
of the most successful coaches 
at the club.

One fond event that took place 
in the field of play that he still 
recalls was the incident that 
happened at Rand Stadium 
where Russel “Romario” 
Molefe was hit by an apple 
which was thrown by a fan in a 
clash against Chiefs. 

“I still remember the coach 
was Clement Westerhof, Chiefs 
was leading and when Russel 
was hit by that apple the coach 
said that the players must come 
off the field and this was a big 
commotion and someone asked 
if it was Sundowns leading 
would the coach have let the 
players of Chiefs leave the field, 
it was crazy that day,” said Ntate 
Zungu.

“To be honest I am very happy 
and proud of what the team has 
done. I want the team to get bet-
ter than what we are now and 
having Coach Pitso Mosimane 
at the helm we will achieve 
everything that we want to 
achieve. 

The President is also giving all 
the necessary support and mak-
ing sure that the coach gets the 
players that he wants. 
Everything is perfect at the mo-
ment but it can only get better,” 
concluded Ntate Zungu.

Staff Reporter

LIVING THE DREAM


