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Gang killings have been taking 
place in Kliptown, Soweto 
since Christmas day and four 

people have been reported to be de-
ceased during the gang violence. 
Allegedly two people were brutally 
killed by gang members when the vic-
tims were cut off their private parts in-
cluding their tongues and ears. 
The DSS gang has been terrorizing the 
community of Kliptown as they don’t 
feel safe in their own homes. Due to the 
recent killings the Kliptown Police are 
regularly monitoring the area and po-
lice visibility has increased in the area. 
Gauteng News spoke to Lebo Motaung 
who resides in Kliptown, “A lot of our 

people are dying here and it’s really 
traumatising. One of the gang killings 
was sparked by fighting for a girl, and 
one of the boyfriends was hit with a 
brick to death. This resulted to gang 
members seeking revenge and the sus-
pect was brutally cut on his neck and 
his body was thrown to the railway”.
Currently the situation is calm as police 
presence helps to monitor the situation.

Eighteen-year-old Thandiwe 
Tshabalala from Zola 2, Soweto 
went missing on 31st December 

after she had left home with her 
boyfriend from Senaone at 22:00 pm. 
A missing person case was reported by 
her mother, Cwalisile Prudence Tsha-
balala aged 37, when she noticed her 
daughter not coming back home. She 
immediately left to Senaone where 
Thandiwe’s boyfriend stays but she 
found out her daughter had taken a taxi 
back home at seven in the morning 
wearing a red and black sweater.  It is 
alleged the boyfriend escorted Thandi-
we to the taxi earlier that morning, 
however, when he  tried calling her the 
phone went straight to voicemail.  A 
search party has been conducted by the 
Jabulani SAPS, and the police together 
with Tshabalala’s family searched at 
Pimville where Thandiwe’s ex-boy-
friend lives but there was no trace of 

the young girl. 
Prudence confirmed she last saw her 
daughter wearing a grey tight with a 
long sleeve grey T shirt together with 
white sneakers. The local police 
encouraged community members to 
come forward should they have any 
information regarding Thandiwe’s 
missing case and should anyone be 
able to assist in finding the young Tsha-
balala they can contact them on 076330
3206/0716756566/0115277000. 

The death of a high school 
principal has sent shockwaves 
throughout the country as 

schools are currently preparing for 
re-opening on Wednesday 15 January 
2020.

Mr Emmanuel Tshivhase, principal of 
Jabulile Secondary School in Orange 
Farm, was allegedly shot dead by an 
unknown man while in his vehicle on 
Thursday. Tshivhase reportedly pulled 
over to the side of the road, about 3km 
away from the school, while speaking 
on his cellphone before the murder 
occurred. 
The crime scene was attended by 
police officers who later opened a case 
to investigate circumstances surround-
ing the gruesome murder of the 

53-year-old principal. Gauteng Educa-
tion MEC Panyaza Lesufi expressed 
his shock and sadness from hearing the 
news and described Tshivhase’s 
dedication to the school and his matric 
pupils.
 “Mr Tshivhase is one of our renowned 
principals who led Jabulile Secondary 
School with greatness. His hard work 
propelled an 80 percent pass rate for 
the 2019 matric results for his school. 
We condemn such criminal acts and 
extend our sincere condolences to the 
family of Mr Tshivhase, and the entire 
school community”, said MEC Lesufi. 
The Department of Education officials 
had already visited the family to 
convey their condolences accordingly, 
the MEC will visit the family on 
Sunday 12 January.
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Crime in South Africa appears to 
be escalating at a rate where even 
prominent politicians are not safe 

in the streets. It is very rare to hear about 
a politician being robbed or even shot 
because crime normally affects ordinary 
citizens but 2020 clearly has criminals 
setting their sights on a higher prize. 
DA MP Cameron Mackenzie was at the 
entrance of his residential complex, 
when he was accosted by an armed man 
who had been following him. Mackenzie 
was from Dainfern Square when a red 
VW Polo pulled up behind him outside 
his home and an armed individual 
jumped out. 
A struggle then ensued between Mac-
kenzie and the suspect which resulted in 
the gun allegedly going off and Macken-
zie getting shot in the upper body. The 
suspect then quickly ran back to the 
getaway car, shortly afterwards, without 
taking items and drove off. Mackenzie 
had been shot in the shoulder 
and the bullet was later removed in 
surgery.
Messages of support had been flowing in 
on Twitter from his fellow DA members 
wishing him a speedy recovery. The DA 
tweeted on their Twitter page, “This act 
of senseless violence reminds us all that 
the fight against crime remains one of 
our top priorities. Our thoughts are with 
Cameron and his family, and indeed with 
all South Africans who have suffered at 
the hands of criminals for far too long!”
Cameron later commended the police’s 
competence on the case and vowed and 
expressed gratitude towards Police 
Minister Bheki Cele. “In all fairness the 
South African Police Services were 
superb. General Bheki Cele sent a 
message too – [I’m] very grateful for the 
support and encouragement. They’ll 
catch these guys.”

Help find Thandiwe Tshabalala 

Messages of support 
had been flowing in on 
Twitter from his fellow 
DA members wishing 
him a speedy recovery.
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The first annual Million Women 
March was launched in Decem-
ber 2019 in Evaton, Zone 3 in 

Vereeniging. The launch was attended 
by ordinary community members, local 
government and various NGOs who are 
fighting against the scourge of gender-
based violence. 
The event was about bringing multiple 
stakeholders together, to speak in one 
voice and to launch the Lady Nobuntu 
torch flame relay. It was also to encour-
age all the stakeholders, public and 
private to work side by side instead of 
blaming each other for not doing 
enough to help victims, survivors and 
stop the abuse and murders of women 
and children.

“The second day of the relay took place 
in Johannesburg where the PSL Chair-
man, Dr Irvin Khoza pledged R500 000 
towards helping survivors of GBV, he 
further implored the PSL to increase its 
dedication against the fight against 
Gender Based Violence. He called on 
the citizens of South Africa to revive the 
sense of Ubuntu and moral compass as 
we fight against this epidemic.” said 
Aviwe Black of Million Women March

News

The mind, arguably, is a theatre 
that constantly projects mental 
images cinematic in nature. If 

you’re seeking an example just think 
about the kind of thoughts that occupy 
your mind on a daily basis. One indi-
vidual who relates to this sentiment is, 
Sandile Biyela, the owner of ‘Regal 
Dreams’ production company.

Conceived in varsity ‘Regal Dreams’ is 
steadily growing and aims to be a force 
to be reckoned with. “In varsity I 
realised that I like storytelling using 
visuals and the first thing I ever wrote 
was a play”, Sandile explains.Although 
he obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
Government and Political Transforma-
tion at the University of Free State film 

would haunt 
him for the 
duration of his 
course.
He adds that a 
seed was 
planted at a 
young age when 
he would watch 
the some movies 
repeatedly as an 
active viewer. 
This passion would later evolve into a 
directorial concept that prompted him 
to step up to the plate.

Although he never studied film, at an 
institution, he substitutes this by 
reading and following up on prominent 

directors. When 
asked about the 
significance of 
having a qualifica-
tion in this field he 
responds, “The 
work, ideas and 
perspective that I 
have (kind of) 
weigh more than a 
qualification 
because you can 

have one but still be incompetent.” 
A statement that is reminiscent of 
thousands of graduates who enter the 
workplace clueless... But that’s an 
argument for another day.
As you would imagine being an inde-
pendent film maker comes with tons of 

challenges that include the lack of 
resources. With social media at their 
disposal the company interacts with the 
public by posting their content online.

But all these shortcomings inspire 
authentic content that reflects the stories 
told by Regal Dreams. A series of 
conversations with actors, directors and 
industry stakeholders posted on the 
company’s YouTube channel are an 
example of this.
Reverting back to the mind being a 
theatre Sandile has demonstrated that 
these ideas can be projected on to a 
screen with or without a qualification.
We therefore encourage you to dream in 
colour but most importantly have 
‘Regal Dreams’.

A director’s Regal Dream

First Million Women March launched

Health MEC Masuku settles with Marais family

The event was about bringing 
multiple stakeholders together, 

to speak in one voice and to 
launch the Lady Nobuntu torch 

flame relay.

On Sunday Gauteng Health MEC 
Dr Bandile Masuku visited the 
Marais family at their home in 

Eersterust, Pretoria to reach a settle-
ment regarding an incident that took 
place in May last year at Mamelodi 
Hospital. A video that showed 76-year-
old Martha Marais tied to a bench at 
Mamelodi Regional Hospital, and 
struggling on the floor, went viral on 
social media and prompted an investi-
gation.
During the meeting Masuku expressed 
his gratitude to Martha Marais and her 
family and the South African Human 
Rights Commission for their patience 
and cooperation throughout the process. 
The mediation process was facilitated 
by retired Judge Neels Classen of the 
South African Medico Legal Associa-
tion (SAMLA).

The terms of settlement, however, 
cannot be disclosed due to the confiden-

tiality requirements of the mediation. 
“Both parties believe that the settlement 

is comprehensive and fair enough as it 
includes redress and improvements of 
our protocols at facility level”, said 
Masuku.
Masuku acknowledged the unfortunate 
situation and mentioned that the health 
department was testing a mediation 
route regarding the settlement of 
medico-legal claims. “We reiterate our 
unwavering commitment to human 
dignity and the improvement of quality 
healthcare. In this term, one of our 
strategic priorities is to improve 
patients’ experience of care”, concluded 
Masuku.
The minister ended his speech by 
extending the department’s apologies, 
once again, to the Marais family for the 
trauma they had suffered.   
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Different regions in the country 
affected by droughts have 
prompted the government to 

reprioritize its funds in order to deal 
with the looming crisis. Mr Mbulelo 
Tshangana, acting director-general of 
the Department of Water and Sanitation, 
convened a two-day drought interven-
tion meeting from 8-9 January 2020 in 
Kempton Park to find a way of sourcing 
funds for mitigating drought effects at 
the identified hotspot areas nationwide. 
The meeting was held with managers 
and executives from the Department of 
Water and Sanitation, water entities and 
Ministry of Human Settlements. The 
meeting comes after Minister Lindiwe 
Sisulu’s visit to the drought stricken 
Eastern Cape. Minister Sisulu instructed 
Tshangana to immediately find a budget 

that would alleviate distress in areas 
faced with acute challenges.
According to the department some parts 
of the country such as Butterworth, in 
the Eastern Cape, and some areas in the 
Northern Cape are still experiencing 
water challenges which have adversely 
impacted on the supply of water to 
communities despite rainfalls.
Hotspot areas are currently being 
assisted through provision of water by 
means of water tanks and the drilling of 
boreholes. These short-term interven-
tions are being implemented in the hope 
of providing some form of relief.
“This exercise is to find money from the 
Departmental Grants that will be 
utililsed for drought intervention at the 
affected areas. Drought challenges in 
the country affect us at the department 

and the water sector as a whole. It is 
therefore important that we take a 
collective streamlined approach of 
solving the problem of drought”, 
explained Mr Tshangana. 

A 25-year-old mother is accused 
of abandoning her 1-day old 
baby boy just a few hours after 

giving birth to him. The incident 
occurred on Thursday, 09 January, at 
Hillbrow Community Health Centre 
where the infant was discovered by a 
security guard. 

“I was on my way to the Maternal 
Obstetric Unit to relieve my colleague. I 
heard people who reside in some flats 
metres away from the clinic shouting 
and screaming. I went to enquire about 
what they were shouting and screaming 
at. Before I even arrived at the gate, 
where the commotion was happening, I 

found a newly born baby. I then 
checked if the child was still alive or 
not. I noticed that he was still alive, and 
I took him to the clinic,” said Winnie 
Mthethwa, Security Guard at Hillbrow 
CHC.  At the clinic, a Nurse further 
checkedthe well-being of the baby and 
found that he was in a good condition. 

“After we received the baby from the 
security guard, we went through our 
records with an aim to link the baby to 
his mother.  

Water and Sanitation department reprioritizes 
funds for drought relief

 We noticed that the mother came to 
the clinic in labour on Wednesday, 08 
January and she delivered a few hours 
later. After her condition and the baby 
were found to be in good state she was 
discharged the next day,” said Mid-
wife, Phumzile Zwane. 

Hillbrow South African Police Servic-
es were called and informed about the 
incident. Sargent Mduduzi Zondo 
confirmed that a case was opened at 
the police station. “A case of child 
abandonment was opened at Hillbrow 
police station. As a procedure the baby 
was taken to a place of safety where he 
will be kept until further notice.” 

The Chief Director for Johannesburg 
Health District, Mogeru Morewane 
urged people to take a more humane 
approach when dealing with unexpect-
ed and unwanted pregnancies. 

“People must know that there are 
organisations out there that can help 
through the process. Please do not end 
the life of an innocent child, but rather 
seek help,” she appealed.  
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The festive season has come and 
gone but you’d swear we’ve 
restarted December when 

considering the holiday mood that still 
exists in the air. Some workers were 
lucky enough to be away for a whole 
month like school teachers who only 
resume their duties on 13th January. 
Others weren’t as lucky as they had to 
go back to the daily grind on the first 
week of January.
Christmas came and money was spent, 
with good reason of course, but it 
seemed as if tomorrow may never 
come. New Year’s Eve came and even 
more money was spent as the long and 
dreadful 2019 came to an end. Twenty 
plenty here we come, or is it twenty 

empty? 
Starting off the year on a dark note is 
not ayoba, Eskom seriously needs to 
make a plan about load-shedding and 
fast. It appears the matter is only getting 
worse, the power utility gears up for 
implementing Stage 6 load-shedding! 
Talk about cruelty at its best, have you 
any idea how long 10 hours without 
electricity is? 
That’s half a day gone in utter silence 
and powerlessness and not to mention 
the groceries in the freezer that’ll melt 
and freeze up again. We need to petition 
for our groceries people, we can’t be 
buying food only for it to be off without 
even reaching its destination – the 
mouth. 

Still continuing on this sour note, South 
Africa woke up to the sad news of 
veteran radio DJ Chilli M’s passing on 
Thursday 2nd January. Chilli M was a 
controversial figure, for those who 
remember him, he got into a lot of 
trouble. The talented jock also had an 
uphill battle with drugs and alcohol 
which cost him a few gigs in the past. 
On his last interview on MacG’s 
podcast he admitted to placing an order 
for drugs on air while working at YFM. 
Now if this isn’t gangsta on many 
levels then I don’t know what is.
Twenty Plenty please hear our cries and 
live up to your intended abundance 
because as it is we’ve already started 
the year on a bleak footing. Reimburse 

those who squandered their finances 
during the festive season and lead them 
not into temptation. Allow the full 
might of the law to take its course on 
any incidents related to gender based 
violence. Give the Proteas their win-
ning streak back because they seem to 
be losing a lot on the cricket field these 
days. With that being said, let’s strap up 
our boots and prepare ourselves men-
tally and physically as we welcome 
2020. 

Starting off the year on a 
dark note is not ayoba, 
Eskom seriously needs to 
make a plan about 
load-shedding and fast.

Miscellaneous

Lebogang Mokubela

Twenty-nine year old Lebogang 
Mokubela is the founder of a 
fast growing South African 

cellphone brand, Libra by Lemok. 

When did you establish Lemok Group?
I founded LEMOK in 2015.

What inspired the establishment of the 
business?
I was working for a marketing agency 
in Fourways, Johannesburg and I was 
heading up brands that were marketed 
to Black audiences and townships. I 
used to get irritated when campaigns 
would be done because I believed 
brands did not truly understand the 
needs of our people and undermined 
them. This drove me to start LEMOK 
GROUP as a township-based group of 
companies. 

What challenges are you facing as a 
young black entrepreneur and how do 
you overcome them?

I think I face the same problems as 
most entrepreneurs - limited capital, 
access to markets and pressure of 
compliance (tax most especially).

Do you feel enough is being done to 
empower SMMEs in ICT? If not, what 
can be done to make the industry more 
accessible especially to young entre-
preneurs who have no resources to start 
a business?
Exposure is everything. Many lack 
exposure and because of this, the 
thinking is limited. When the thinking 
is limited, we play small. So we need 
to expose more entrepreneurs to bigger 
players, business models and innova-
tions. 

How is the Libra cellphone different 
from other smartphones?
Libra competes in the entry-level, 
budget smartphone category. Usually 
phones that play in this category are 
low spec. So we’ve tried to bring out a 

phone with higher spec at entry-level 
prices. Libra comes standard with 
128GB on board storage, 4GB RAM, 
dual-sim, fingerprint sensor and 
2.6GHz Deco Core processor. 

How many people do you employ?
All in all, LEMOK has a permanent, 
temporary and freelance staff comple-
ment of 15. 

I believe Libra is produced internation-
ally, any plans of opening a factory 
locally?
Yes. Our #Vision2030 is to build a 
manufacturing plant in Soshanguve, 
Pretoria and train and employ the youth 
in and around the township. Libra is a 
brand that aims to inspire more entre-
preneurs to challenge the status quo. 
Compete in industries that are said to 
be “untouchable”.

Jan-u-worry 
blues

Exposure is everything. Many lack 
exposure and because of this, the 

thinking is limited. When the thinking 
is limited, we play small.
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On Sunday Kaizer Chiefs faced 
off with Cape Town City at 
FNB stadium and thrashed the 

mother city team with three incredible 
goals. This victory solidified the 
glamour boys’ top spot on the log as 
they lead with 41 points and appear to 
be focused in every game they play. 
Striker Leonardo Castro put Chiefs in 
the lead with an early header, in the 
tenth minute, that sent the goalkeeper in 
the right direction but deflected the ball 
into the net. Another opportunity came 
for Amakhosi when City goalkeeper 
tried to clear the ball but instead kicked 
it into Lebogang Manyama’s posses-
sion.
Manyama failed to execute the golden 
opportunity and struck the ball wide 
narrowly missing the intended target. 
The first half was clearly being domi-
nated by the glamour boys who ap-
peared determined to bury their rivals as 
Cape Town City struggled to get their 
heads in the game. 
In the 23rd minute City tried to equalize 
when striker Mduduzi Mdantsane 
dribbled his way through Amakhosi’s 
defense and passed the ball to Thabo 

Nodada who failed to score. Kermit 
Erasmus tried his luck by shooting from 
outside the box but struck wide and 
missed the net.
Towards the end of the first half City 
was beginning to gain momentum from 
the opportunities they were missing but 

still failed to connect the ball to the net. 
Bradley Ralani’s effort was intercepted 
by Daniel Akpeyi who tapped the ball 
away from the net. Midfielder Dumisani 
Zuma came onto the pitch in the second 
half to give striker Samir Nurkovic a 
beautiful cross that allowed him to head 

the ball into the net making the score 
2-0.
At this point Amakhosi were back to 
leading with ball possession and a third 
goal was imminent. The third one came 
in the 66th minute when Eric Matoho 
struck a wonderful header from a corner 
kick. At this point it was clear that 
Kaizer Chiefs had won the game and 
Cape Town City had no choice but take 
the loss. 
This season has seen Cape Town City 
conceding 28 goals in the Absa Pre-
miership more than any other PSL side. 
Kaizer Chiefs, on the other hand, have 
won more points in 17 games this 
season. This is a major improvement 
from their performance last season.
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Amakhosi head to victory

This season has seen 
Cape Town City con-
ceding 28 goals in the 

Absa Premiership 
more than any other 

PSL side. 


