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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Geraldine Kganakga , 
Bob Cuts Hair Salon
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See Page 7

“Through this program, Smallholder farmers are 
assisted to adopt modern farming infrastructure, 

machinery and equipment’s that improves production 
levels and income.

“Move into one of JHC apartments in Johannesburg cbd or Kempton 
Park (Kempton Park Village) and receive a grocery voucher. T & C’s apply”

Personalised Embroidery Packages Available!!

See Page 6
From local church to the studio

For Daily News Updates 
Visit us Online At:

https://gautengnewspaper.co.za

Gauteng residents urged to 
assist in fight against GBV 

scourge

See Page 2

Joburg Mayor launches 
smallholder farmer 

commercialisation and 
Mechanisation-Programme

See on page 3 and 4

Call: 061 412 6739



Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorialPage 2Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorial              18 - 25 December 2020NEWSPage 2               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng News
EDITOR
Lungako Magida
Tel: 010 035 4924
editor@gautengnewspaper.co.za

NEWSDESK
Tel: 010 035 4924 / 061 412 6739
newsroom@gautengnewspaper.co.za

ADVERTISING SALES
Tel: 010 035 4924 / 061 412 6739
advertising@gautengnewspaper.co.za

info@masanabc.com

Crime

Johannesburg

7 Day Weather Forecast
source: www.accuweather.com

Pretoria

29°
15°

FRI

partly 
sunny

31°
16°

SAT

31°
16°

SUN

29°
17°

MON

30°
17°

FRI

33°
17°

SAT

33°
17°

SUN

30°
18°

MON

1% precip 1% precip 1% precip 53% precip

PM 
storm

brilliant
sunshine

WED: THURS:TUES: 29°/16° 28°/16° 29°/16°
morning t-stormmostly sunny scattered t-storm

WED: THURS:TUES: 30°/ 17° 29°/17° 30°/ 17°
mostly sunny partly sunny few t-storms   

partly 
sunny 

1% precip

very 
warm

mostly
sunny

0% precip 0% precip

sunny and
warm

PM
t-storm

40% precip

17 Diagonal Street
Ground Floor
Old JSE Building
Newtown
2001
Johannesburg
South Africa

Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

Gauteng residents urged to assist 
in fight against GBV scourge

Views & Comments

The city of Johannes-
burg has called on 
residents to become 
active participants in 

the fight against gender-based 
violence (GBV) scourge on 
Tuesday. This follows the statis-
tics that showed that one in four 
women in Gauteng had experi-
enced sexual violence in their 
lifetime.

Meanwhile more than half of 
the women in the Province 
(51.3%) had faced some form 
of violence in their lifetime. 
The Johannesburg Mayoral 
Committee (MMC) for Health 
and Social Development Cllr 
Sibongile Eunice Mgcina made 
a plea to the residents to inter-
vene in the battle against GBV.

“We need everyone’s active 
participation if we are to end 
this scourge of violence against 
women and children in our City, 
in our Province and entire South 
Africa. These depressing statis-
tics, which also show that three 
out of every four men in Gaut-
eng admit to perpetrating some 
form of violence against wom-
en, are not going to change 

Gauteng launches road safety campaign

Gauteng Transport MEC Jacob 
Mamabolo has led a campaign 
in Krugersdorp on the R24 to 
encourage safe driving.

The safety campaign was launched in an 
effort to reduce the number of fatalities on 
the roads during the festive.

The Road Safety campaign will amplify 
messages of no drinking and driving, 
always buckling up, and promote daytime 
driving, vehicle roadworthiness, as well as 
pedestrian visibility. 

Mamabolo says the R24 is notorious for 

a high number of accidents and deaths.
The MEC is urging travellers to stay at 

home this festive season.
He said they won’t just be exposed to 

accidents but they risk contracting 
COVID-19.

This intensified campaign will see scores 
of “Road Safety Ambassadors and 
Campaigners” throughout Gauteng’s 
Central Business Districts and surrounding 
areas joining the Minister and the beverage 
company to amplify the message of road 
safety.

By Johanna Molokomme

themselves,”
“We need the help of men 

and women from across all 
sectors of our society to work 
together to fight this scourge; 
this is not just a Government 
problem – it is a societal prob-
lem, and requires our collec-

tive efforts to end it,” she 
pleaded.

The City of Johannesburg 
has made an impassionate 
plea to its 5.6 million resi-
dents to join the battle against 
Gender-Based Violence and 
Femicide.

Last week they have week joined 
the World in marking the 16 Days 
of Activism for No Violence 
Against Women and Children. This 
was an annual campaign which 
runs from 25 November to 10 De-
cember. Mgcina added and said 
that the campaign aimed to raise 
awareness about G and Femicide 
(GBVF).

“We are well-aware that GBV& 
F happens everywhere. Our mes-
sage is clear and we are pleading 
with perpetrators to come forward 
and seek professional help as the 
City does offer psycho-social sup-
port services through City’s Ithem-
ba Substance Abuse and Gender 
Based Violence 24 Hour Crisis 
Line 0800 223 217.” She added.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

JMPD arrest car hijackers in Soweto

Johannesburg Municipal Po-
lice Department (JMPD) K9 
officers have recently arrested 
two car hijackers on separate 

incidents in Orlando Soweto.
According to the JMPD tweeter 

post, earlier this week on Monday a 
Nissan NP200 bakkie was hijacked.

“A local company tracker assisted 
JMPD members by tracing and mak-
ing follow up on the information 
that was gathered and led to a cer-
tain house. 

The bakkie was found parked and 
a male suspect got arrested after he 

was found with the keys of the car”, 
a post read.

It also stated that another Hyundai 
H100 truck was reported stolen at 
Soweto shopping centre. JMPD of-
ficers were on patrol routine when 
they recover it. It matched with the 
description of a vehicle that was re-
ported missing and a male suspect 
who was driving it also got arrested.

A truck got impounded and booked 
at Aeroton VISS for further investi-
gations. 

The two suspects are detained at 
Orlando East police station. JMPD 
seems to be trying by all means in 
order to combat crime.

By Ntsoaki Toloane

The City of 
Johannesburg has made 
an impassionate plea to 
its 5.6 million residents 
to join the battle against 
Gender-Based Violence 

and Femicide.

“
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“First 100 people to sign up will receive a grocery hamper”
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Living with mental 
health challenges 
amid Covid-19

With tighter level 1 restric-
tion now imposed as the 
country is hit by the sec-
ond wave of the Corona 

Virus, for people living with mental 
health challenges such as schizophre-
nia, it is even more difficult.

With daily routines disrupted, many 
people are feeling overwhelmed by the 
overconsumption of bad news as they 
keep abreast of health developments. 
Many are isolated from family and sup-
port systems, the South African Depres-
sion and Anxiety Group (SADAG) says 
this can badly affect schizophrenia pa-
tients even more.

“Schizophrenia is a severe and debili-
tating chronic mental illness. People liv-
ing with this disorder are affected in the 
way they feel, act and think, often ex-
hibiting symptoms of hallucinations, 
delusions, confused behavior, with-
drawal, and struggling with their daily, 
professional and personal life,”

According to SADAG Schizophrenia 
symptoms can be heightened during pe-
riods of isolation, like time spent during 
a lockdown, away from colleagues, 
family, friends and support systems. Al-
though schizophrenia affects the brain, 
SADAG said that it can also have phys-
ical, financial and psychological chal-
lenges.

“But this isn’t always easy, especially 
for those living with mental health chal-
lenges. As the realisation of the pan-
demic’s effects became more evident, 
moods and attitudes changed, which has 
reduced the motivation to keep active. 
Especially as there’s no longer a struc-
ture or routine,”

A survey by SADAG has indicated 
that 46% of respondents experienced fi-
nancial stress during the lockdown in 
April this year.

“This can be attributed to the increase 
in job losses during a lockdown. For 
people living with schizophrenia, this 
can be even more devastating as they 
need access to financial resources to 
purchase their treatment, to manage 
their symptoms.

The same SADAG survey has also in-
dicated that 55% of respondents grap-
pled with anxiety and panic during the 
lockdown, while 6% abused substances.

“Abuse of substances directly impacts 
the effectiveness of schizophrenia treat-
ment, which can lead to worsening 
symptoms,”

For more information visit :

schitzophrenia24x7.co.za 

or contact Annie Hodes

 pr@gullanandgullan.com 

or call +27 11 887 6591

By Johanna Molokomme

“But this isn’t always easy, especially for those living with mental health chal-
lenges. As the realisation of the pandemic’s effects became more evident, moods 

and attitudes changed, which has reduced the motivation to keep active. Especially 
as there’s no longer a structure or routine,”

0861 542 5421 Long Street 
Kempton Park CBD

www.jhc.co.za

You can apply for a 2 bedroom Kempton Park 
Village unit with your ID, payslip and 3 months 
bank statement. 

24/7 Security, CCTV , DSTV 
Connection, Prepaid Electricity , 

Play space for kids 

Be the first to move into the newly developed Kempton Park Village!  
KEMPTON PARK VILLAGE

kpv5@jhc.co.za

HURRY! ONLY A FEW UNITS LEFT! 
2 Bedroom Units Available | R4866pm

Johannesburg Housing Company @JHC_SA 

Proudly Managed by

First 100 people to sign  up will receive a grocery hamper
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REGISTRATION IS  OPEN FROM  11 JANUARY 2021. 

...................................

MAKE THE WISE CHOICE!

National Certi�cate (Vocational) [NC 
(V)]: Levels 2 - 4
Finance Economics & Accounting | Man-
agement | Marketing | O�ce Administra-
tion

BUSINESS STUDIES1

National Certi�cate (Vocational) [NC 
(V)]: Levels 2 - 4
Civil Engineering & Building  Construction 
| Electrical Infrastructure  Construction |  
Engineering & Related Design (Mechani-
cal)

2 ENGINEERING STUDIES

National Certi�cate (Vocational) [NC 
(V)]: Levels 2 - 4
Education & Development | Hospitality | 
Information  Technology & Computer 
Science   | Primary Agriculture | Primary 
Health | Safety in Society | Tourism | Trans-
port & Logistics

3 UTILITY STUDIES / GENERAL 
STUDIES

headoffice@swgc.co.za | www.swgc.co.za | 

086 176 8849

TM

The College is offering an opportunity to all Grade 10 -12 learn-
ers as well as youth seeking to further their education or ad-
vance their careers in the fields of  Business, Engineering and 
Utility/General Studies. A limited number of spaces are available.

#SAVE LIVES-SAVE THE ACADEMIC YEAR.........  .........SWGC Period! Enough Said!
...................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................

For Distance Learning programmes Contact Techisa Campus  (Randburg) on 010 141 1200/1 | distance@swgc.co.zaDISTANCE LEARNING

REGISTER WITH US TO STUDY AT ANY 
OF OUR CAMPUSES 

mOLAPO | gEORGE tABOR | dOBSONVILLE | Roodepoort | Roodepoort West | Technisa campus

Who better to trust with your education and training than SWGC. 

You are encouraged to contact/visit Student Support offices at any of our Capuses 
for more information on NSFAS Busaries

SPACE IS ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVE BASIS!!!
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Bonakele Helza Mokgabudi 
fondly known as “Bonnie” 
has released her debut hit 

single titled ‘uJesu Wami’ 
translated as ‘My Jesus’, which 
peaked gospel chart and Christian 
genres.

Not only is she best known as a 
worshiper at her local church “Ap-
ostolic Faith Mission” in Villa Liza 
in Boksburg where she is based, but 
she is also passionate about music.

With hard work and love for mu-
sic Bonakele has proved that only 
the sky is the limit.

The 19-year-old vocalist, who 
works as a receptionist by day, 
made it a point to sing during her 
leisure time a song she personally 
composed.

At the tender age of 14, Bonakele 
was asked by her worship team 
leader to join her on stage and min-
ister the song “He keeps on doing 
great things” by well renowned 
Benjamin Dube.

“That’s when I discovered my tal-
ent and from there my journey in 
music began. I was so grateful to fi-
nally discover such a talent in me 
and to be able to get to perform in 
front of a crowd with courage and 
boldness,” she said.

From being coached at church, to 
performing in few concerts held in 
church and becoming a worshipper, 
Bonakele discovered her passion in 
music and spiritual growth getting 
at a tender age.

She studied her primary school at 
Villa Liza Primary School then fur-
ther went to Villa Liza Secondary 
School.

“After school, I pursued a career 
in Medical Secretary at Varsity In-
stitute of Science and Technology in 
Johannesburg [2019]. During my 

first year, I felt that I could not resist 
the burning passion of venturing 
into music and decided to put my 
focus on my music career,” said 
Mokgabudi.

She said: “I couldn’t resist, hence 
I came up with more ideas on how I 
would take things to the next level.”

In her spare time, the aspiring gos-
pel singer makes it her mission to 
focus on making music and inspire 
people through her God given tal-
ent.

She is currently studying at the 
University of South Africa (UNI-
SA), doing Tourism and working as 
a receptionist while venturing into 
music.

“I am planning on hosting a You-
tube channel called ‘My rising 
room’. My mission behind this pro-
ject is to encourage and show every-
one that singing or worship is not 
something we just wake up and de-
cide to have. But it is simply a life-
style; it is a journey to your achieve-
ments and reflects who you are”.

The song was inspired by trials 
and sufferings faced by many dur-
ing the year 2020 as Covid-19 
which crippled many people’s lives 
across the country negatively.

It aims to show positivity and 
bring about hope to many who had 
lost hope. It is a testimonial song 
that is sure to touch everyone that 
gets a chance to listen to it. I have 
since released a music video on 
YouTube which best narrates hav-
ing come out victorious after a 
storm.

Facebook – Bonnie Mogabudi
YouTube – Helza bonakele Mok-

agabudi
Instagram – bonnie_19april
Twitter – @HelzaBonakele

POWERHOUSE Renee Shipalane pursues 
modelling while studying law

by Yolannda Kiviet

From local church 
to the studio

Having been raised from a 
disadvantaged background in 
Tembisa Township in Gauteng, 

has not stopped Renee Shipalana, 
fondly known in her community as 
“Miss long legs” to push beyond the 
boundaries of poverty, and pursue her 
modelling career at a very young age.

The 21-year-old radio and television 
personality is an example that poverty 
is a state of mind. Shipalana has been 
through beauty pageants such as miss 
TUT, where she became the first 
princess and Miss Soshanguve 
Valentines 2020.

The young and ambitious lady is an 
example that growing up in a 
disadvantaged background does not 
determine your future.

“Miss Soshanguve Valentines 2020 
taught me that as long as you have the 
passion and a vision in what you do, it 
will automatically reflect in the eyes of 
others and they will start believing in 
you as well, “she said.

“Just do what you love with passion 
and the rest will follow,” she added.

It is not just about her beauty and 
sexiness, Shipalana is also a second 
year law student at TUT (Tshwane 
University of Technology).

She says that growing up in a 
disadvantaged home was a bit 
challenging for Shipalana but her 
parents did their best to provide for her 
and her three siblings.

“Other children had things that I did 
not have and they celebrated birthdays, 
which I could not but I understood 
where I came from, in that way I 
overcame that challenge,” she said.

Adding to her passion for modelling, 
Shipalana inspires children in her 
community by hosting pageants and 
educates parents about what modelling 
is.

“Some people do not really have 
knowledge about modelling and end up 
judging what I do, until they know what 
it is about. It also helps children to stay 
out off the streets and have something 
to keep them busy,”she said.

Her future plans is to graduate as a 
law student and wishes to have her own 
modelling agency.

What keeps her motivated is her love 
for performing.

“I get peace when I am on stage and 
around people and that is when I 

realised that this is what I want to do for the rest of my 
life,” expressed Shipalana.

Shipalana urges all the youth and other people who 
want to reach their goals to believe in themselves and to 
work hard.

The 21-year old has hosted pageants like Miss Teen 
and Junior Teanong in Tembisa.

Shipalana is a Semi-Finalist on Face of Sosha 2020/21 
beauty pageant.

To see more of her work, 
visit her Facebook page 
@Summer Renee Shipalane (Miss Long Legs)
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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Right ePharmacy improved collect and Go smart lockers

Right ePharmacy has im-
proved the collect and 
go smart lockers for 
chronic medication in 

Gauteng. Patients with chronic 
medical conditions can now quick-
ly collect their monthly medicine 
from a smart locker when and 
where it suits them. This was an-
nounced by Right ePharmacy re-
cently.

Collect and go smart lockers is an 
introduction following the popular 
ATM pharmacies that were imple-
mented by Right ePharmacy in 
2018. Collect and go smart locker 
sites have been set up at 39 sites in 
Gauteng. Gauteng team lead for 
collect and go Sifiso Shabangu, 
says that collect and go smart lock-
er will assist patients on chronic 
meds.

“If you have a condition such as 
asthma, HIV/Aids, diabetes or high 
blood pressure, and you need regu-
lar medication, Collect and Go will 
help you stay on your medicine so 
that you can stay healthy and live a 
full productive life.”

“It’s really easy to use, but you 
have to register at your clinic. 
Speak to your healthcare worker. If 

your condition is stable, they will 
register you.” Shabangu added. 

Right ePharmacy PR consultant 
Tshilidzi Matidza, said that im-
proving the collect and go smart 
lockers made it convenient for the 

people.
“No more long queues or taking 

time off from work to collect med-
ication, you choose your locker lo-
cation. You can ask a family mem-
ber to collect the parcel on your 

behalf – they just need your one-
time pin; it does not cost you any-
thing. Social distancing is easy, 
protecting you from Covid-19, thus 
having a safe and easy to use ser-
vice,” Matidza said. 

By Staff  Reporter

Gauteng’s ATM pharmacies are 
located in areas such as Soweto at 
Baragwanath Mall in Diepsloot 
and Ndofaya Mall in Meadow-
lands. These various collection op-
tions help patients stay on their 
treatment by making medicine col-
lection easy. 

To find out more about Collect & 
Go or to find the site closest to you, 
contact 080 111 2228 or visit 

www.collectandgo.co.za.

Collect and go smart lockers is an introduction following the popular ATM 
pharmacies that were implemented by Right ePharmacy in 2018
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Two children die and one 
survives in Kliptown river

Three children aged be-
tween 13 and 14 were 
swimming in the Klip-
town river in Soweto 

today when they drowned, two 
died on the scene and one sur-
vived.

The deceased are a boy and a 
girl while the survivor is current-
ly receiving medical treatment at 
Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospi-

tal. 
Johannesburg City Develop-

ment manager MMC Margaret 
Arnolds warned the community 
to be vigilant and avoid swim-
ming in rivers or lakes as the 
temperature is too high.

“I will make sure that commu-
nities have access to the city’s 
low-lying swimming pools. Par-
ents should be careful with their 

children. They should not swim 
in the lakes or rivers because it is 
dangerous. Children pay money 
to access swimming pools and 
some do not have money. That is 
why they decide to go and swim 
in rivers or lakes”, she added.

Arnolds said the government 
should do something to avoid in-
cidents such as children drown-
ing in rivers.

By Staff  Reporter

Bushiri supporters blocks road in support of their pastor

Self-proclaimed Prophet, Shep-

herd Bushiri and his wife Mary, 
are expected to find out if they 
will be released on bail.

Bushiri handed himself over 
to the police on Tuesday, while 
his wife, Mary, was arrested. 

The couple, together with 
their co-accused were arrested 
last week and face charges in-
cluding fraud and money laun-
dering to the tune of R102 mil-
lion.

A part of Francis Baard 
Street has been blocked off to 
traffic as Bushiri’s supporters 
converge in front of the court 
building, praying for their 
leader.

Meanwhile another group 
has gathered dressed in ANC 
regalia, saying they want 
Bushiri out.

“We are here to demand our 
father be out,” protestors 
chanted.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Colour-Fun-walk set to raise 
funds for over 200 orphansThe Clean Up Squad and 

Donald Isaac Maluleke 
Charity Organization, 
(DIMCO), are set to host 

the 10km Color Fun walk. The 
walk aimed to raise funds for a 
Christmas party for over 200 kids 
from eight orphanage homes and 
to honour the founder of DIMCO. 

The walk will take place at Giant 
Stadium, Soshanguve on Saturday, 
12 December 2020.

These two organisations will 
also take the opportunity to hon-
our the founder of DIMCO, Don-
ald Maluleke who passed on earli-
er this year in February. RediCure 
Emergency Services and Spur 
Tampico will be in attendants to 
support these organisations.

DIMCO roped in the Clean Up 
squad to help raise funds for its an-
nual charity Christmas party for 
the orphanage homes on Sunday, 
13 December. Scores of children 

Cllr Geoffrey Makhu-
bo, Executive Mayor 
of the City of Johan-
nesburg have 

launched Smallholder Farmer 
Commercialisation and Mecha-
nisation Programme in Eiken-
hof, Johannesburg on Thursday. 
Makhubo was joined by a Mem-
ber of the Mayoral Committee 
(MMC) for Health and Social 
Development Cllr Eunice Mg-
cina.

“I am joined by Members of 
the Mayoral Committee in 
Eikenhof (Region G) for the 
launch of the Smallholder 
Farmer Commercialization and 
Mechanisation Programme. As 

part of today’s launch, we took 
a trip around the farm to offi-
cially open the tunnels that have 
been constructed,”

“We also inspected the trac-
tors that have been donated 
through the assistance of private 
businesses and Gauteng’s De-
partment of Agricultural and 
Rural Development,”

This was indicated by the 

Mayor during the launch of the 
Smallholder Farmer Commer-
cialization and Mechanisation 
Programme. According to him 
over the past 5 years, the City’s 
Food Resilience Unit and part-
ners have been supporting the 
farming sector.

Makhubo added and said that 
the support aimed to modernise 
their operation through com-

mercialization that seeks aid a 
transition from subsistence to 
income-generating agricultural 
practices.

“Through this program, 
Smallholder farmers are assist-
ed to adopt modern farming in-
frastructure, machinery and 
equipment’s that improves pro-
duction levels and income. As 
part of the day’s proceedings, 
the Food Resilience Unit will 

“Through this program, Smallholder 
farmers are assisted to adopt modern 

farming infrastructure, machinery and 
equipment’s that improves production 

levels and income.

display the tractors that have 
been bought for farmers,”

“20 additional tunnels that 
have been constructed through 
the support of Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform and 
Rural Development and Gaut-
eng Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, 
Agro-processing products, veg-
etables and mobile chicken ab-
attoir.” he added.

Joburg Mayor launches smallholder farmer 
commercialisation and Mechanisation-Programme

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

are set to get clothes, and school 
uniform and toys from the drive.

The DIMCO member Mthokozi-
si Mtshali, told Gauteng News that 
they are impressed to commemo-
rate Maluleke and to raise funds 
for the orphans.

“Donny was well loved and re-
spected in the community for his 
continuous efforts to try changing 
the lives of the less fortunate in 
our community. The walk is dedi-
cated to him and an open invita-
tion to the rest of the city, to con-
tribute in making Christmas 
special for the little ones,” said 
Mtshali.

The Cofounder of Clean Up 
Squad, Mr Reggie Mashiane said 

the walk day will be filled with a 
lot of activities for young and old 
people.

“As an organization, we felt 

compelled to be part of this walk 
because Maluleke shinned a light 
for us in our journey to help our 
community as an NPO. We want 

this walk to be a lasting legacy and 
for other kids to continue to bene-
fit in the memory of his name,”

“We also want to encourage peo-
ple to drink water during the fes-
tive season to promote healthy liv-
ing.” said Mashiane.

Mashiane added that they joined 
DIMCO to honour Maluleke, 
highlight alcohol abuse during the 
Festivities and to promote water 
drinking.

“The Color Fun walk, is not only 
set to benefit children from the 
homes, but recovering drug users 
who completed their treatment 
will be given jobs on the day, to 
clean after participants.”

“Tickets are priced at R100, 
DIMCO and Clean Up have en-
couraged the masses even non-par-
ticipants donate to homes on 
Standard Bank, 10125834819, 
REF Name and Surname 

or call 084 984 9045 for more
 information.” he added.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga



Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorialPage 8Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorial              18 - 25 December 2020NEWS

Accumulated funds and reserves grew at an average rate of 7,5% 
during the period 2011-2020. We remain committed to ensuring 
peace of mind and a secure future for our members. Tomorrow 
shouldn’t be a worry when today is done right.

GROWTH OVER 10 YEARS
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Ramaphosa announces new curfew, restrictions 
on public gatherings and liquor sales

Stricter level 1 lockdown 
restrictions will be en-
forced as the country 
heads into the festive 

season. This is amid the second 
wave of rising COVID-19 infec-
tions.

President Cyril Ramaphosa an-
nounced the restrictions on Mon-
day evening, as the country’s 
number of cases stands at a stag-
gering 866,127, edging closer to 
the 900 000 marks.

“If we do not do things differ-
ently this festive season, we will 
greet the new year not with joy, 
but with sorrow. Many of our 
friends, relatives and co-workers 
will be infected, some will get 
severely ill and some, tragically, 
will die.

“Unless we do things different-
ly, this will be the last Christmas 
for many, many South Africans,” 
warned the President.

Nationally there will be stricter 
enforcement of existing Level 1 
restrictions throughout the coun-
try during the festive season and 
beyond.

According to the president, the 
following regulations will be im-
plemented:

Drivers and operators of any 

form of public transport must en-
sure that all passengers wear a 
mask.

The managers or owners of 
buildings, places or premises – 
including retail stores, shopping 
centres, and government build-
ings – are obliged by law to en-
sure that all customers who enter 
their facilities or buildings wear 
a mask.

An employer must ensure that 
all employees wear a mask while 
they perform their duties. This 
places a responsibility on all 

owners, managers and employ-
ers – and on all of us – to ensure 
that South Africans are safe 
whenever they are in any of these 
places.

The responsible individuals 
who do not ensure compliance 
with the regulations by their pas-
sengers, customers or employees 
will be liable to a fine or to the 
imprisonment of up to six 
months.

At all times, particularly in 
smaller venues, the total number 
of people in a venue may not ex-

ceed more than 50 percent of the 
capacity of the venue.

All gatherings must include ad-
equate ventilation, social dis-
tancing, wearing of masks and 
provision of hand-sanitiser.  

All post-funeral gatherings, in-
cluding ‘after-tears’ parties, are 
prohibited.

In light of the rapid rise in in-
fections, the President said it is 
essential that the government 
take extraordinary measures to 
contain the second wave and 
save lives while working to pro-

tect livelihoods. The daily aver-
age of COVID-19 deaths has in-
creased by nearly 50% over the 
same period from just over 100 
deaths a day to just over 150 
deaths.

Ramaphosa said one of the 
greatest challenges is huge 
crowds flocking to beaches. The 
president said in areas with the 
highest rate of infection beaches 
and public parks will be closed 
from 16 December to 3 January 
2021. Beaches and parks that are 
open to the public will only be 
open between 9 am and 6 pm.  
The situation will be monitored 
daily by local authorities to en-
sure compliance with the regula-
tions on gatherings and the pro-
hibition of alcohol.

In instances where there are 
large crowds or poor compliance 
with safety measures, specific 
beaches and recreational parks 
will be closed.

The beaches and public parks 
of the Northern Cape and the 
Western Cape, with the excep-
tion of the Garden Route, will re-
main open to the public over the 
festive season.  

Festivals, live music and live 
performances at beaches are pro-
hibited.

By Staff Writer

A woman’s dead body 
has been identified

A body of a woman 
that was recently 
discovered by 
passers-by at 

dusty soccer fields of Protea 
Glen Extension 31 in 
Soweto has been identi-
fied as Phuthi Ramara 
who is 21 years old.

Ramara was last seen 
with her two cousins 
where they said they are 
going to visit their male 
friends in Protea. On 7 
December 2020, her 
body was found dumped 
and naked.

“Ramara did not come 
back home instead was found 
dead with wounds on her 
forehead. Her cousins have 
been questioned by police but 
at this point, it is not yet clear 
about what led to her death”, 
said one of the family mem-
bers.

Ramara was believed to 
have been raped and her body 
was later removed by the po-
lice. This year in September, 
South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa announced that 
the country is in a process to 

tighten law amendments on 
gender-based violence and 
sexual offenses.

“We are planning to imple-
ment sexual offenses and re-
lated matters amendment act, 
domestic violence amend-
ment bill, criminal and related 

matters amendment bill in or-
der to strengthen judgment on 
GBV. Once the bills have 
been finalised, the confidence 
of South African women will 
be restored as they will feel 
protected. Amendment Act of 

Criminal Law (Sexual 
Offences and Related 
Matters) Bill will create 
a new offense on sexual 
intimidation. The bill 
will also be tight on 
granting bail to suspects 
of gender-based violence 
and femicide. Older peo-
ple will be protected 
against abuse done by 
family members”, said 
Ramaphosa.

He added that in some cases 
it is sad because women are 
brutally killed intentionally 
just because they are women. 
Ramaphosa described gen-
der-based violence as the sec-
ond pandemic following Cov-
id-19 in the country.

By Ntsoaki Toloane

Soweto community calls for 
gender-based violence to end

Soweto community, Unisa students, youth as well as 
African National Congress (ANC) Women’s League 
were singing and calling for an end to gender-based 
violence, during the funeral of Phuthi Ramara that 

was held yesterday at the hall in Protea Glen Soweto.
21 years old Ramara was raped, beaten and murdered. Her 

body was found dumped at dusty soccer fields in Protea Glen 
Soweto. She was a second-year student at Unisa and her 
death shocked the community.

The incident happened during 16 Days of Activism against 
Gender-Based Violence and the Soweto community held a 
candle-light night vigil to protest. They carried placards in-
side and outside the hall written ‘Sekwanele, sesikhathele’.

Atlegang Modise who is the late Ramara’s childhood friend 
in Diepkloof said she was hurt by the brutal death of a person 
she grew up with.

“I never thought that one day I would be standing here talk-
ing about Ramara’s death. My friend’s death has saddened 
me as we were planning big about our future. She was a good 
person and inspirational. I am going to miss her because she 
is no more but what is left is memories. However, I believe 
that she has brought us here together so that we should re-
member to be kind to one another”, she said.

Ramara was buried at Olifantsfontein cemetery and Gaut-
eng police spokesperson Captain Kay Makhubele mentioned 
that there has been no arrest made yet. Ramara left with her 
cousins to go and visit their friends and she did not come 
back home.

By Ntsoaki Toloane
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THE NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE 
A TOOL TO CLOSE THE WAGE GAP 
AND TO OVERCOME POVERTY

 DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR, WORKING FOR YOU

IS YOUR EMPLOYER PAYING YOU THE NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE?

If you are not paid the national minimum wage of R20.76 per hour
• R18.68 per hour for farm and forestry workers 
• R15.57 per hour for domestic workers 
• R11.42 per hour for workers under the Expanded Public Works Programme
then dial the FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE.

FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE:  *134*305# 
DIAL THE FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE AND FOLLOW THE PROMPTS

South Africa’s car industry 
has run into a problem

South African new vehi-
cle sales recorded their 
best post-lockdown 
performance in No-

vember, providing positive 
signs of a slow rehabilitation of 
the country’s motor industry, 
lender WesBank notes.

Amidst an overall market – 
down 30.6% year-to-date – No-
vember’s sales performance of 
39,315 units shows signs of re-
surgent consumer demand and 
relief for motor retailers as vol-
umes continue to increase.

In essence, November sales 
doubled-up the performance in-
crease over October (down 
25.4%) to close 12% down on 
November last year, WesBank 
said.

According to sales data from 
the National Association of Au-
tomobile Manufacturers of 

South Africa (Naamsa), vehicle 
sales continued to increase for 
the fifth consecutive month, al-
though the volume growth was 
only 563 units. The increase in 
market performance was mir-
rored by the ongoing growth in 
consumer demand, as measured 
by applications at WesBank.

“Generally, we have recov-
ered to about 70% of pre Cov-
id-19 volumes,” said Lebogang 
Gaoaketse, head of marketing 
and communication at WesBank 
Vehicle and Asset Finance.

“While it would be unrealistic 
to expect the market to return to 
100% in the short to medi-
um-term, the industry has adapt-
ed quickly to the new levels of 
demand to remain sustainable 
and continue contributing to-
wards economic recovery.”

WesBank CEO, Chris de Kock 
said new blended working ar-
rangements have reduced the 

demand for consumers to own 
cars. “For those who do, it is 
likely that their annual mileage 
will reduce considerably, in-
creasing the time between re-
placement cycles. The South 
African economy will simply 
not be able to support a market 
of 500,000 vehicles per year,” 
said De Kock.

Passenger car sales were 
18.1% lower than November 
2019, recording 25,707 unit 
sales. This is 5,696 units less 
than November last year and 
989 units less than last month, 
potentially indicating shifts in 
the market in terms of demand.

Dealers will have been re-
lieved to only see a 5.9% de-
cline in consumer demand in 
the sector as consumers contin-
ue to show renewed appetite for 
vehicle purchases.

Bigger news was the 5.3% 
growth in Light Commercial 

Vehicle (LCV) sales to 11,243 
units. This is a significant 1,590 
more units than October and is 
the first positive growth sales 
number since lockdown began. 
Consumer demand at dealer 
level was slightly softer, but still 
2.8% up on November last year.

De Kock says that the shift in 
market demand is the result of 
two significant trends, both cen-
tred around affordability. “Con-
sumers are clearly seeking to re-
duce their monthly instalment 
by buying a more affordable ve-
hicle,” said De Kock.

“The evidence of this can be 
seen in the market growth of the 
new car segment offering lower 
priced vehicles where custom-
ers seem willing to substitute 
high profile brands for more 
practical and affordable op-
tions.”

Also contributing to this trend 
is in the increase in new vehicle 

prices, now averaging close to 
double digit inflation this year. 
“The other trend is the shift to-
wards the used car market, 
again driven mostly by the buy-
down effect,” said De Kock.

Year-to-date sales reached 
343,276 units at the end of No-
vember, down 30.6% on the 
same period last year.

“The low interest rate environ-
ment is expected to stay for 
quite some time, allowing con-
sumers an ideal opportunity to 
combat affordability and many 
are taking the opportunity to fix 
their rates in their finance agree-
ments,” said Gaoaketse.

“A vehicle remains a big-tick-
et purchase consideration for 
any household budget and is 
consequently a key indication 
of confidence in the market. 
November sales show a more 
positive picture of that confi-
dence slowly returning.”

By Staff Writer

“While it would be 
unrealistic to expect the 

market to return to 
100% in the short to 
medium-term, the 

industry has adapted 
quickly to the new 
levels of demand to 

remain sustainable and 
continue contributing 

towards economic 
recovery.”
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The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return

By Staff Reporter
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Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

Berita

Bucs continue to strike

Orlando Pirates’ penchant for 
important late goals contin-
ued on Wednesday night 

when they defeated Chippa United 
1-0 at Orlando Stadium in their final 
DStv Premiership match of the year.

Fortune Makaringe netted with less 
than five minutes of regulation time 
remaining, sealing a victory which 
sees the Buccaneers continue their 
unbeaten run and rise to third place 
on the log (four points adrift of lead-
ers Mamelodi Sundowns), while the 
Chilli Boys are 14th after suffering a 
fourth loss from seven games.

Pirates suffered a very early injury 
blow, with Zakhele Lepasa appearing 
to sustain a lower leg issue while 
jumping for an aerial challenge. 
Frank Mhango rose off the bench to 
replace the young striker in the fifth 
minute.

On nine minutes the hosts were 
perhaps unlucky not be awarded a 
penalty, with a mistimed challenge 
by Thabiso Lebitso on Thabiso Mon-
yane in the 18-yard area going un-
punished.

The teams created few chances 
through the first half, with the best 
seeing Pirates’ Mhango get on the 
end of a cross from Thembinkosi 
Lorch in the 40th minute, but his 
header was tipped away by Chippa 
goalkeeper Ayanda Mtshali.

Controversy struck a few minutes 
before the end of regulation time in 
the first half when Chippa were re-
duced to 10 men, with defender 
Sandile Mthethwa shown a straight 
red card for elbowing Deon Hotto.

Television replays suggested Than-
do Ndzandzeka’s decision was a 
harsh one, with the Chilli Boys cen-
tre-back’s action appearing to be 
clumsy rather than deliberate or ma-
licious.

Both teams made tactical changes 
at the start of the second half, with 
Chippa patching the hole in defence 
by sending on Ryan Rae, while the 
Buccaneers boosted their attack by 
replacing fullback Monyane with 
forward Tshegofatso Mabasa.

With a numerical advantage, Pi-
rates had no trouble dominating pos-
session and pushing Chippa deep in 
defence, but they rarely called Mt-
shali into significant action.

They looked to rectify that with a 
double change which saw Terrence 
Dzvukamanja replace Mabasa (who 
picked up an injury in his short time 
on the pitch) and Nkanyiso Zungu 
take Ben Motshwari’s place in mid-
field.

Pirates’ attacking approach was fi-
nally rewarded on 86 minutes when 
another substitute, Linda Mntambo, 
played a well-weighted pass for For-
tune Makaringe to sweep home a 
right-footed shot and seal victory for 
the team in black and white.

Chippa will be back in DStv 
Premiership action on Sunday, 20 
December when they play AmaZulu 
away from home, while Pirates will 
not be in domestic action this week-
end, but have a tough trip to Angola 
to play Sagrada Esperanca next mid-
week in the CAF Confederation Cup.

Orlando Pirates...........................1
Chippa United.............................0

The family of Mamelodi Sundowns defender Motjeka “Ace” 
Madisha met with the pathologists recently to establish if the 
person who passed away in a car crash, late this past Saturday 

night on 12 December 2020, is indeed their son.
The nature of the horrific car crash that took place on the 

Zuurfontein Road near Chloorkop requires that all processes be 
followed by the necessary authorities with relevant expertise to 

confirm the identity of the driver.
The Madisha family requests privacy and the relevant protocols 

be followed during this difficult period of uncertainty.
Mamelodi Sundowns will communicate further details after 

consultation with the Madisha family once the DNA test results 
have been released.

Madisha Family requests privacy


