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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Productivity SA to receive R104m 
for job-saving programme

  See Page 2

Employment and Labour Deputy Minister Boitumelo Moloi has 
announced that the Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) will 
provide R104 million to Productivity SA to support some 6 000 
SMEs to improve productivity to preserve and create jobs. See Page 7

Tshwane ambulances services back on track See Page 4

Choose 
a career in 

Natural Science 
at Tshwane South TVET College

See ad on page 3
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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SASSA makes up on payments
By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Stop threatening commuters’ lives

“This will drastically reduce the number 
of potential appeals and will also 
cushion the affected beneficiaries 
against the current impact of the 

lockdown,” 

Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Gauteng Public Transport and Roads In-
frastructure MEC Jacob Mamabolo has 
warned Sedibeng taxi operators to stop 

threatening the lives of commuters.
This follows an incident of violence where a 

bus was allegedly shot at and set alight in 
Sebokeng, south of Johannesburg.

According to preliminary reports, an Ipele-
geng bus driver was allegedly attacked by occu-
pants driving four taxis and two private vehicles 
in Zone 12, Sebokeng on Tuesday.

Mamabolo has condemned the incident and 
warned that lawlessness in the public transport 
sector will not be condoned under any circum-
stances.

The MEC has also called on the law enforce-
ment agencies to speedily bring those involved 
to book.

“We are deeply worried that if the perpetrators 
of this incident are not brought to book, we 
might see a surge in torching of other public 
transport modes, something that has the poten-
tial to destabilize the province. We call on law 
enforcement officials to prioritise this matter,” 
Mamabolo said.

Addressing Sedibeng taxi operators during the 
launch of taxi ranks support committees on 
Wednesday, Mamabolo encouraged the taxi 
leadership in the area to isolate those involved 
in [criminal activities], and assist law enforce-
ment officials with their investigations.

“Violence and destruction of property will 
never resolve challenges as they only serve to 
inconvenience other operators and put the lives 
of commuters in danger. The torching of the bus 
and intimidation of bus operators clearly shows 
a total disregard for the rule of law.

“This should never be tolerated and those in-
volved have clearly crossed the line. We will en-
sure that rule of law prevails and triumphs over 
the rule of the barrel of the gun,” Mamabolo 
said.

The bus company has since ceased operations, 
affecting over 3 500 commuters in Orange 
Farm, Evaton, Sebokeng, Meyerton and Bophe-
long, areas in the Sedibeng District Municipali-
ty.

Following his address to the Sedibeng taxi op-
erators, MEC visited Ipelegeng Transport Trust 
bus depot where he encouraged the company to 

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Employment and Labour 
Deputy Minister Boitumelo 
Moloi has announced that 

the Unemployment Insurance Fund 
(UIF) will provide R104 million to 
Productivity SA to support some 6 
000 SMEs to improve productivity 
to preserve and create jobs.

Speaking at a media briefing held 
in Pretoria earlier on Wednesday, 
Deputy Minister Moloi said this is 
the time when jobs must be pre-
served.

“The launch of a massive pro-
gram such as the Turnaround Solu-
tions at a time like this one, where 
companies are shutting down, peo-
ple are losing jobs, is an immediate 
response and true demonstration of 
a government at work.

“This program supports initia-
tives aimed at preventing job losses 
and implements turn-around strate-
gies to support companies facing 
operational difficulties which may 
result in those companies contem-
plating the retrenchment of employ-
ees based on their operational re-
quirements,” Moloi said.

Productivity SA is an entity of the 
Department of Employment and 
Labour and the Business Turna-
round and Recovery Programme is 
aimed at preventing job losses and 
implements turnaround strategies to 
support companies facing opera-
tional difficulties which may result 
in the companies contemplating re-
trenchments.

Moloi said as part of fulfilling its 
mandate, Productivity SA has a 
duty to implement the Turnaround 

Solutions Programme which is 
funded by the UIF.

“I am reliably informed that the 
first tranche to the value of R23 
million has already been disbursed 
to the Entity in response to this 
mandate. We are indeed proud to be 
part of unlocking a programme with 
a proven record, that has provided 
solutions for government over two 
decades,” Moloi said. 

Moloi said interventions will in-
clude a review of company’s per-
formance (both financially and op-
erationally) and assist in turning the 
company’s performance towards an 
upward trajectory.

Productivity SA, which is estab-
lished in terms of the Employment 
Services Act, No. 4 of 2014 as an 
entity of the Department of Em-
ployment and Labour (DEL) has re-
instated the Business Turnaround 
and Recovery Programme (former-
ly known as the Turnaround Solu-
tions Programme) with effect from 
the 15 June 2020.

The programme was suspended in 
2018 due to the lack of funds.

The allocation of funds for imple-
menting the turnaround strategies 

will go a long way to enabling Pro-
ductivity SA to fulfill its mandate as 
outlined in section 32 of the Act, 
and objectives of the Presidential 
Jobs Summit Framework Agree-
ment to save jobs and create condi-
tions conducive for job retention 
and creation.

The Business Turnaround and Re-
covery Programme supports initia-
tives aimed at preventing job losses 
and implements turnaround strate-
gies to support companies facing 
operational difficulties which may 
result in them contemplating the re-
trenchment of employees based on 
their operational requirements.

Productivity SA has run the pro-
gramme for almost two decades and 
in the process facilitated the pre-
vention of loss of thousands of jobs.

Productivity SA will also assist 
struggling companies that have ap-
plied for the Temporary Employers/
Employee Relief Scheme (TERS) 
as well as those companies that 
have applied for Section s189 of the 
Labour Relations Act and are con-
templating retrenchment of its em-
ployees. 

Productivity SA to receive R104m 
for job-saving programme

Deputy Min Boitumelo Moloi

resume operations on Thursday.
“We will not be intimidated by taxi war-

lords. Taxi associations and their leadership 
should renounce the violence and stop in-
timidating and putting the lives of commut-
ers in danger. If allegations that taxi opera-
tors have a hand in this are proven to be 
true, we will not hesitate to put the associa-
tions involved under administration,” 
Mamabolo said.

The MEC also challenged the leadership 
to assist law enforcement agencies to get to 
the bottom of this, and ensure that perpetra-
tors are arrested and prosecuted.

The South African Social 
Security Agency (SASSA) 
says it has begun with dou-

ble payments for the outstanding 
R350 grant for June and July.   

“This is meant to avoid a situa-
tion where beneficiaries of the 
COVID-19 Social Relief of Dis-
tress grant have to make two trips 
to the Post Office and to eradicate 
the backlog of payments,” SAS-
SA said on Wednesday.

The agency said the move has 
been met with much appreciation 
and excitement on social media.

In the statement, SASSA said 
these double payments are in the 
process of being transferred into 
people’s bank accounts as of this 
week. 

“Payments for those who re-
ceive their money through the 
Post Office will be done progres-
sively throughout the month to try 
and limit the numbers of people at 
the Post Offices on a daily basis.”

However, the agency is plead-
ing with the beneficiaries who do 
not have bank accounts and will 
receive their money at the Post 
Office to only go there once they 
have received an SMS saying 
their money is ready for collec-
tion.
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ON-LINE PRE-ENROLMENT AND REGISTRATION 
DATES FOR TRIMESTER 2 OF 2020

   ATTERIDGEVILLE | CENTURION | ODI | PRETORIA WEST

NATURAL SCIENCES

“COME TO TSHWANE SOUTH TVET COLLEGE SO 
THAT WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THE FUTURE”

To access the link for online pre-enrolments 
go to:  www.tsc.edu.za & click on 

                DATES:                        NATURAL SCIENCES

03 - 07 August 2020       N2 & N5 ( Returning Students)
10 - 14 August 2020       N4 ( Returning students )

PRE-ENROLMENTS

REGISTRATION                    DATES:                                     NATURAL SCHIENCES
31 August - 02 September 2020             N3 & N6 ( Returning Students only)
03 - 04 September 2020                           N2 & N5 ( Returning students only)
07 - 10 September 2020                           N4 & N1 ( Returning students & New      
                                                                                                             N1 Students)

Instagram:  @tsc_tvet

Contact details
General Enquiries:               
012 401 5000

012 373 1200

Centurion Campus:             
012 660 8500/1

Pretoria West Campus       
012 380 5000

Odi Campus:              
012 725 1800

Classes Commence:
N3 & N6 - 31 August 2020  |  N2 & N5 - 7 September 2020  |  N1 & N4 - 14 September 2020

27 - 31 July 2020             N3 & N6  ( Returning students )

#STAYSAFE

ADVERTISING
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Tshwane ambulances services back on track

Tshwane Emergency Ser-
vices Department (ESD) 
has resumed its services 

as of Monday. This follows the 
suspension of its services due to 
the lack of an operating licence 
earlier this month. 

Tshwane Emergency Services’ 
spokesperson Charles Mabaso-
told Gauteng News that the Gaut-
eng Provincial Health Depart-

ment had not approved the 
service’s operating licence. How-
ever, the Health Department has 
granted the Tshwane ESD a tem-
porary operating licence.

“The Department of Health in 
Gauteng has issued a temporary 
operating licence that is valid un-
til the end of January 2021. Resi-
dents may report life-threatening 
emergencies on our 107-toll free 
number from a cellular phone or 
landline.” said Mabaso.

Mabaso stated that the ESD is 

dedicated to do its mandate of-
keeping the city safe. Meanwhile 
the Administrator for Compli-
ance Lebogang More welcomed 
the reinstatement of the ESD.

“We have been providing ex-
cellent medical and ambulance 
services for years with profes-
sionalism and the granting of the 
temporary operating licence until 
the end of January next year pro-
vides us with the opportunity to 
continue igniting excellence.” 
said More.

By Staff Reporter

Residents may report life-threatening emergencies on our 107-toll free 
number from a cellular phone or landline

Reserve Bank cuts repo rate

The South African Reserve 
Bank (SARB) has cut the 
repo rate by 25 basis 

points.
“The Monetary Policy Com-

mittee (MPC) has decided to cut 
the repo rate by 25 basis points, 
taking it to 3.50% per annum, 
with effect from 24 July 2020. 
Three members preferred a cut of 
25 basis points and two preferred 
to keep rates on hold,” Governor 
of the South African Reserve 
Bank, Lesetja Kganyago, said on 
Thursday.

He said the implied path of pol-

icy rates over the forecast period, 
generated by the Quarterly Pro-
jection Model, indicates one repo 
rate cut of 25 basis points in the 
fourth quarter of 2020, remaining 
unchanged in the first quarter of 
2021.

“Monetary policy can ease fi-
nancial conditions and improve 
the resilience of households and 
firms to the economic implica-
tions of COVID-19.

“In addition to continued eas-
ing of interest rates, the SARB 
has relaxed regulatory require-
ments on banks and has taken 

important steps to ensure ade-
quate liquidity in domestic mar-
kets. These actions are intended 
to free up more capital for lend-
ing by financial institutions to 
households and firms,” Kganya-
go said.

The Reserve Bank has revised 
its second quarter estimate for 
output.

“The Bank currently expects 
Gross Domestic Product in 2020 
to contract by 7.3%, compared to 
the 7.0% contraction forecast in 
May. Even as the lockdown is re-
laxed in coming months, for the 

year as a whole, investment, ex-
ports and imports are expected to 
decline sharply. Job losses are 
also expected to rise further,” 
Kganyago said.

He said the easing of the lock-
down has supported growth in re-
cent weeks and high frequency 
activity indicators show a pickup 
in spending from extremely low 
levels.

“However, getting back to 
pre-pandemic activity levels will 
take time. GDP is expected to 
grow by 3.7% in 2021 and by 
2.8% in 2022,” Kganyago said.

He said the bank’s headline 
consumer price inflation forecast 
averages 3.4% in 2020 and is 
marginally lower than previously 
forecast, at 4.3%, in 2021 and 
2022.

“The forecast for core inflation 
is lower at 3.3% in 2020, and re-
mains broadly stable at 3.9% in 
2021, and 4.1% in 2022,” Kgan-
yago said.

By Staff Reporter

“Monetary policy can ease 
financial conditions and 
improve the resilience of 

households and firms to the 
economic implications of 

COVID-19.
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Minister Gordhan Appointed To Lead Tshwane’s Fight Against Covid-19

The Public Enterprises Minister 
Pravin Gordhan has been de-
ployed to lead the Tshwane dis-
trict to fight the battle against Co-

rona virus. This comes after the Tshwane 
Metro was identified as one of the COV-
ID-19 hostpot areas. The Head Administra-
tor of the district Mpho Nawa, has wel-
comed the deployment of the Public 
Enterprises Minister Gordhan on Monday.

President Cyril Ramaphosa, recently an-
nounced that the fight against the Corona 

virus will be district-based and would focus 
on hotspot areas. Tshwane has developed 
and implemented a Ward-based COVID-19 
outreach screening and testing campaign 
which is targeted at hostpot areas. 

Thus far thousands of people have been 
screened and tested for COVID-19. This 
was in a concerted bid to isolate those that 
are positive from the negative ones with a 
view to flattening the curve.

Nawa told Gauteng News Gordhan’s de-
ployment would also assist where there are 
weaknesses.

“We will draw inspiration, lessons and 

By Staff Reporter

A film-maker’s creativity 
unquarantined!

In the midst of the Covid-19 
global pandemic, 38 year old 
actor, musician and writer 
Lukhanyo Bele wrote and di-

rected what is likely to be an Afri-
can first – a comedy feature film 
virtually made in quarantine.

Whilst in Austria, Bele gathered a 
cast of brilliant European and 
South African actors, including re-
nowned actress Andrea Dondolo, 
to star in a comedy feature film, 
The Ground Under, which docu-
ments current reality of living un-
der lockdown in the most cack-
le-worthy manner.

The cast captured everything 
themselves, in their own homes, 
creatively using their own gadgets 
and internet to connect to each oth-
er and the crew, making this one of 
the most cost effective films ever – 
an innovative concept that could 
inspire diversity in the landscape of 
film production and make it easier 
for upcoming filmmakers to get 
started without needing ample re-
sources. 

“The film scripts were not ready 
from inception, I wrote them in in-
stallments and everything blended 
so perfectly in the end”, said Bele.

Growing up, Lukhanyo Bele used 
to sing in church choirs and partici-
pated in school theatre groups 
which is where he developed his 
love for performing arts. In 2000, 
Bele joined New Africa Theatre 
Association as a performing arts 
student and graduated with NQF 
Level 5. From there, he went on to 
play in a couple of theatre shows as 
well as movies and TV productions 
both in South Africa and abroad. 

Bele had his first nomination as 
an actor in Mpumalanga for a 
school touring play The Island and 
The Apple Box directed by Ina 
Bruce, where he portrayed Robert 
Sobukwe. Bele made his television 
debut on an eTV series Shooting 
Stars, where he portrayed Zakes 

Moloto, a son of a rich football club 
owner played by Timmy Khwebulana.

Later on, he appeared in Leon Schus-
ter’s Mama Jack as a street vendor. From 
there Bele starred in a number of movies 
including the latest Micheal Bay’s Netf-
lix 6 Underground and Artscape ac-
claimed Xhosa play Amaza directed by 
Thoko Ntshinga.

After getting international recognition 
in theatre, Bele was asked to lead a cast 
at the Freiburg Theatre in Germany 
where he played Ken Saro Wiwa, a Ni-
gerian activist amongst other roles.

In 2020 Lukhanyo Bele did not only 
open his production company ‘Ground-
ed Production’ but he also made his writ-
ing and directing debut when he created 
The Ground Under. The Ground Under 
is currently in post-production and set to 
premiere in the last quarter of this year. 
For the film updates, teasers and more, 
please follow The Ground Under on 
Facebook, @thegroundunder_official 
and @Officialluks on Instagram.

mentorship in terms of good governance 
and financial prudence from his wealth of 
experience as a dedicated and committed 
civil servant,” said Nawa.

He said that by following precautionary 
measure which are in place can flatten the 
curve of the spread of the Covid-19.

“We can defeat this killer virus if we be-
have accordingly. Let’s continue to wear 
face cloth masks, sanitise, wash our hands 
with soap and water and observe physical 
distancing of one meter and above to con-
tain the spread of the virus.” Nawa said.

Lungako Magida

 Denel CEO resigns
Denel, the largest manu-
facturer of defence 
equipment in South Af-
rica, has announced the 
resignation of its Group 
Chief Executive Officer 
Danie du Toit.

Du Toit will continue 
to render his services 
until 15 August, while 
an interim Group CEO 
will be appointed short-
ly.

Denel said on Monday 
its board has taken 
far-reaching steps to sta-
bilise the business and 
prepare the ground for 
long-term sustainability.

“The turnaround plan 
is focusing on protect-
ing promising business 
lines, disposing of non-
core assets, and seeking 
strategic partners to in-
crease access to interna-
tional markets, contrib-
ute skills and funding to 
a profitable Denel.

“Denel remains an in-
novative defence, secu-
rity and related technol-
ogy solutions company, 
providing solutions of 
defence, security and re-

lated technologies, to cli-
ents both domestic and in-
ternational,” Denel said.

Denel SOC Ltd is a 
state-owned, commercial-
ly-driven company and 
strategic partner for inno-
vative defence, security 
and related technology 
solutions. It groups to-
gether several defence and 
aerospace divisions and 
associated companies.
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Local DJ seeking a breakthrough in 
the entertainment industry

SEHOPOTSO Hlahatsi is an inspira-
tion of how one must never sleep on 
their dreams no matter how tough the 
going gets. Born and bred in Sebokeng, 

Hlahatsi is employed as a packer and 
stock counter at Kea Motors.

In his spare time he perfects his Djy-
ing skills and performs at local clubs.

 DJ Stress P is his stage name which 
was inspired by people dancing to the 
tune of his music and creative skills.

  Hlahatsi started his career in 2013 

where he was taught the skills by a very 
humble man Siya who worked in a pub in 
Germiston.

What inspired the local DJ was his love 
for music and sound.

“I always loved music. At home they 
sometimes hosted parties and that is when 
my love for spinning discs began,” he said.

“I love music, music is a passion of mine 
”expressed Hlahatsi.

DJ Stress P started getting recognition 
when him and his best friend MJ started 
djying in local clubs in Germiston.

Hlahatsi and other local DJ’s started do-
ing live performances in well-known clubs 
in Eastrand such as Club 88,Chiras.

“We sometimes get bookings to perform 
at bashes,”he added.

Besides his passion for music,Hlahatsi is 
also well-known for having a taste for 
fashion, inspired by the “Izikhothane” 
trend.

Hlahatsi told Gauteng News that also 
want to become DJ’S mustnever give up 
on their dreams and work hard.

“As a DJ you start from humble begin-
nings and you make it big,”he said.

The 24- year old draws inspiration from 
the likes of the famous names such as 
Black Coffee and Shimza.

“I also see myself being one of the worlds 
famous DJ and working with the likes of 
DJ Maphorisa and Kabza De Small,” said 
Hlahatsi.

For more information
Facebook@Sehopotso Potso Hlahatsi
063 426 6318
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