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learning 
disgruntled 
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Rochelle 
Primary 
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to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
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Crime on the rise in 
Soshanguve extension 4

Troubled residence owners in Soshanguve held a meeting 
which was led by Residential Student Association in Philip 
Stadium, according to the Chairman Nchawe Mutloane of the 
association, they have set down with the Tshwane University 
of Technology (TUT) last year to represent more than 900 
residences.

Nation enters 21 days lockdown
COVID-19  “I call on our people to offer a prayer and a thought for the protection and healing of our land”

       - President Cyril Ramaphosa See story on page 5
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A community meeting was held on Wednesday by Soshanguve 
Extension 4 residents with Councillor Saki Ntonhla to address 
crime and drugs in their area. This follows a spike in 
burglariesand cable theft in Extension 4.
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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City of Joburg unveils new 
weapon against crime

Crime on the rise in Soshanguve extension 4

A community meeting was 
held on Wednesday by 
Soshanguve Extension 4 
residents with Councillor 

Saki Ntonhla to address crime and 
drugs in their area. This follows a 
spike in burglariesand cable theft in 
Extension 4.

Thomas Sithole, a victim of a re-
cent house breaking said he blamed 
the high unemployment rate particu-
larly among youth. Sithole said this 
was a reason why they got involved 
in substance abuse.

“I personally believe that our gov-
ernment failed to create jobs. This is 
why youth have turned to crime. 
Criminals broke into my home.Fortu-
nately I woke up and they ran away. A 
case was not opened as I didn’t recog-
nise their faces,” Said Sithole”.

Councillor Ntonhla suggested that 
community members should volun-
teer as Community Police forum 
(CPF) officers which he believed will 
help eradicate crime. 

“As a councillor I am aware of the 
crime. If we work together this issue 
can be tackled We need people who 
can volunteer to work as CPF. I will 

submit their names to the SAPS”. 
said Councillor Ntonhla.  Complaints 
were sharply raised about the behav-

iour of some members of the SAPS. 
When residents called a police van 
they were told there was not enough 
vehicles. 

Evans Chauke, a community leader 
promised to work with the councillor 
to engage the local municipality to fix 
street lights and target spots have that 
had become havens for criminals.  

“The main issue in this area is ser-
vice delivery. Our streets lights are 
not working.We must write a petition 
which the councillor will accompany 
us to submit to the municipality. The 
acting Mayor must come here and see 
what some of us have  encountered”, 

said Chauke.
Resident Marry Mojela, is another 

victim of crime who spoke to Gaut-
eng News.

“Criminals are stealing in order to 
buy drugs such as nyaope. The SAPS 
must do their work because cable 
theft affects mostpeople here” said 
Mojela.  

The councilor concluded by urging 
community members to report crime 
to police. A call was made to invite 
SAPS in the next upcoming meeting 
to address the community on plans 
they were employing to effectively 
deal with crime.

The City of Johannesburg has un-
leashed a new weapon in its bid to 
attract investment, create more 
business opportunities and tackle 

unemployment in Joburg.
The new arsenal to tackle crime and grime 

is in the form of the Development Planning 
Forum, which was launched this week by 
Member of the Mayoral Committee (MMC) 
for Development Planning in the City of Jo-
hannesburg, Cllr Lawrence Khoza at the 
Joburg Theatre.

The forum aims to explore collaborative 
approaches to development issues within 
the City of Johannesburg. The launch was 
attended by planners and practitioners in 
the built environment and they discussed, 
among others, development planning poli-
cies, strategies and scales of development. 

MMC Khoza announced at the launch 
that the City of Johannesburg has entered 
into partnership agreement with the South 
African Planning Institute. Planners in both 
private and public sector will gain new in-
sights and share knowledge on policies and 
new strategies by participating in the fo-
rum.

“The City is very excited about the estab-
lishment of the Development Planning Fo-

rum as it is expected that the work of this 
platform will contribute towards achieving 
the City’s vision to attract investment and 
grow the economy that will reduce unem-
ployment in the City.”

The inaugural meeting focused on bulk 
development contributions in municipali-
ties.

Judy Nkosi from National Treasury pre-
sented the draft National Legislation – The 
Municipal Fiscal Powers and Functions 
Amendment Bill. Currently, the National 
Treasury is rolling out stakeholder engage-
ments regarding the draft bill. 

The bill, among others, establishes an un-
ambiguous, fair and consistent basis for 
municipalities to recover development 
charges for all new land development pro-
jects that require statutory approvals 
through the municipal land use planning 
system.

The draft City of Johannesburg Develop-
ment Contribution Policy was also present-
ed to the forum. It will be used as a guide 
document to ensure that all new develop-
ments across the City of Johannesburg 
comply with the provisions and require-
ments of the draft Amendment Bill.

Amolemo Mothoagae, Executive Direc-

tor: Development Planning in the City of 
Johannesburg, said the forum will provide a 
shared understanding of development driv-
ers and trends of the City. 

It will also assist to share knowledge and 
experience to promote the responsiveness 
and efficiency of City’s policy, planning 
and regulatory provision functions as they 
relate to development in the City.

The bi-annual meetings of the Develop-
ment Planning Forum will be chaired by the 
Executive Director for Development Plan-
ning in the City. 

The forum comprises stakeholders such 
as professional planners; planning schools; 
architects; developers, South African Asso-
ciation of Consulting Professional Planners 
(SAACPP); South African Planning Insti-
tute (SAPI); South African Affordable Res-
idential Developers Association (SAAR-
DA); South African Council for 
Architectural Professionals (SACAP); In-
stitute of Architects; South African Proper-
ty Owners Association (SAPOA); Council 
for Built Environment; Johannesburg City 
Improvement District Forum; Johannes-
burg Inner City Partnership Forum, and Jo-
hannesburg Owners and Property Managers 
Association. – Joburg.org.za

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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The Gauteng Department of Social Development urges you to register your crèche/ 
Early Childhood Development as running an unregistered Crèche is illegal. Parents 
must ensure that the crèche/ECD is registered by checking at their nearest Social 
Development Office.

PROCEDURES TO FOLLOW WHEN APPLYING FOR REGISTRATION

STEP 1: HOW TO REGISTER YOUR ECD CENTER/ CRECHE/ PRE-SCHOOL?
Any person intending to establish an ECD centre must contact nearest Municipal 
offices to apply for a health certificate/ permit to operate an ECD centre

STEP 2: WHEN IN RECEIPT OF HEALTH CERTIFICATE/ PERMIT
Contact your nearest Regional Department of Social Development where the 
following will be discussed by the Intake officer:
•  Registration requirements 
•  Legislative mandates
•  Registration procedures
•  Norms and standards
•  Registration documents
•  Monitoring processes

The Social Worker or a person authorized by Gauteng Department of Social 
Development will provide the applicant with requirements for registration and relevant 
documents to be completed:
•  Application form (form 11 & 16)
•  Annexure A form (details and qualifications of staff members)
•  Annexure B & C form (menus for different age groups)
•  Form 29 (to be completed by the manager of the center)
•  Applicant to apply for emergency certificate (evacuation plan) 
•  Lease agreement if applicant is leasing the building
•  Organizational profile
•  Approved building plan

Incomplete documents will not be accepted and will also delay the registration process 
to begin. If all documents required for registration are submitted, they will enable the 
evaluation process for registration to begin.

STEP 3
When all documents are properly completed and all documents listed in step 2 have 
been submitted, the Social Worker or any person employed and authorised by the 
Gauteng Department of Social Development will:
• File will be allocated to a Social Worker to manage the process further 
• Conduct a site visit (assessment of the center, general care of children,     
    administrative systems and financial systems) 
• Complete an inspection form
• Make a decision on the type of registration certificate to be issued
• Issue registration certificates for Partial Care Services and ECD programme.   
   The certificates to be signed by the Regional Director 
• Full registration certificate will last the period of 5 years
• Conditional registration certificate will vary from 6 month to 1 year

How long does the registration process take?
In terms of Section 82 (1)(a) of the Children’s Act, 38 of 2005 consideration for 
registration should be made within six month of the receipt of the application 
documents. 

How much will cost the applicant to apply for the registration of Partial 
Care & ECD programme?
• Assistance provided by the officials employed by the Gauteng Department of  
   Social Development is free
• Registration documents and forms issued by the Department of Social   
   Development are free 
• No fee for the issuing of the registration certificate
• Registration as a Partial Care & ECD programme does not automatically      
   guarantee funding
• Registration of Partial Care & ECD programme is to comply with the legislation  
   (Children’s Act 38 of 2005

STEP 4
The center and the programme will be monitored continuously by the Social Worker 
or a person employed and authorized by Gauteng Department of Social Development 

• Site visits will be conducted to assess compliance with conditions for registration and  
    norms and standards
• Partial Care & ECD monitoring forms to be completed by the authorized   
    person
What are the benefits for registration?
• The benefits are in two-fold that is to protect children as well as the management of the  
   ECD center
• The ECD center will be operating legally and in compliance to norms and standards
• The ECD center may qualify for a subsidy
• The ECD center can benefit from free capacity building programme and other      
   programmes conducted by the officials employed by the Gauteng Department      
   of Social Development
• Practitioners employed in the registered ECD centers can be trained on NQF level 4  
   free of charge through Gauteng Department of Education

What are the implications if the ECD centre is not registered?
• The center will be contravening the Children’s Act 38 of 2005 by operating illegally
• Notice of enforcement can be issued to such ECD center
• The Department of Social Development may approach High Court to enforce the      
   operator to cease operation
• The ECD center is compromising the care and safety of children

How should parents/ caregivers identify a suitable ECD center for their 
children?
• Parents/ caregiver should ensure that they enroll their children in a safe and secure ECD      
   center where the child’s best interest is paramount
• Parents/ caregivers should verify if the ECD is registered with the Department of Social  
   Development (registration certificate with Gauteng logo is displayed) 
• Parents/ caregivers should enroll their children in an ECD that will provide the best      
    possible stimulation programme and curriculum to ensure that the child is ready       
    for a primary school at an appropriate age
• Parents/ care givers should ensure that the curriculum offered by the ECD is 
    recognized by the Department of Education (National Curriculum Framework,      
    Montessori etc.), teachers or practitioners has relevant qualifications, children are      
    provided with suitable nutrition that matches the needs of their children
• Parents/ caregivers should honor commitments by paying the agreed upon fees for their  
   children
• Parents/ care givers should be part of the ECD, assist where ever possible   
   (fundraising activities etc.)
•  Parents/caregivers are the “child’s first teacher” therefore, parents/caregivers’       
    involvement in all areas of their children’s life is critical for their children’s   
    development

Requirements for registration of Partial Care ECD Centre
• Application form (obtainable from the Regional Department of Social Development  
   (FORM11)
• Business plan/ organizational profile
• Qualifications/ skills and experience of the applicant
• Description of the content of the programme to be offered 
• Constitution of the organization
• Approved copy of the building plan
• Emergency plan
• Health permit/ certificate 
• Clearance certificate (Form 29)
• Weekly menu
• Contract with the owner of the building/ lease, if the building is not owned by the     
   applicant

Requirements for registration of ECD programme

• Application form (Regional Department of Social Development FORM 16) 
• Staff composition
• Implementation plan of the programme
• Clearance certificate (FORM 29)
• Organizational profile
• Menu (in case the organization provide food)
• Professional Drivers Permit (Mobile ECD unit/Toy Library) 

CONTACT DETAILS
PROVINCIAL HEAD OFFICE Tel: 011 355 7845      |     011 355 7846     |     011 355 7716

Is your Crèche/ ECD Centre Registered? 
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Employment and Labour  
Department:

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

employment & labour

Are you a previous-worker who could not return to current work due to 
occupational injuries that you sustained? 
Are you a(n) (unemployed) Compensation Fund pensioner who suffered 
occupational injuries, as a result, acquired a permanent disablement and wishes 
to improve skills to return to work or be economically active?
Are you a Person with Disabilities willing to further your studies at a TVET, CET or HEI?

The Compensation Fund is inviting previously employed 
personnel who suffered occupational injuries or diseases, as 
a result, acquired a permanent disablement and unemployed 
Persons with Disabilities to apply for Vocational Rehabilitation 
Bursary Scheme 2020/2021 financial year. The applicants must 
have been accepted at a recognised Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) Public Colleges, Community 
Education and Training (CET) Colleges or Higher Education 
Institution (HEI).   

Eligibility requirements: Fully completed application form 
n Compensation Fund pension number (where applicable) n 
Proof of residence n Certified copies of Identity card /book n 

Copy of your highest school grade or qualification n Proof of 
acceptance / preliminary acceptance from recognised training 
institutions/colleges n Certification and verification of disability 
by a Health Care Professional or Disability Support Office 
(where applicable).

Preference will be given to applicants who excel in their 
studies and/or demonstrate potential n If you do not receive 
a response from the Compensation Fund after a month of 
submission of your application, consider your application (as 
likely) unsuccessful. 

What the bursary covers: n Tuition fees, Prescribed Study 
Material, Monthly Stipend and  Accommodation (where 
applicable). n The award is renewable every year – for the 
duration of the study programme enrolled for - depending on 
the availability of funds and academic performance of students.

The closing date for submission of applications is the 31st 
March 2020.
How to apply for this bursary opportunity: Download and 
complete the Injured Worker’s Bursary Scheme Application 
Form 2019/2020 from the website www.labour.gov.za or visit 
your nearest Provincial Labour Centres for the application 
forms. Make sure that you also acquire proof of acceptance or 
preliminary acceptance from a recognised training institution/
college. You can also contact the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Office for assistance on 012 319 9264.

Submit a fully completed and signed application form along 
with the following documents: Certified copy of Identity 
Document/Smart Card, Copy of your highest school grade or 
qualification, Proof of residence (not older than three months), 
Acceptance letter from the institution, Study Fee Quotations 
and  Certification or verification of disability by a Health Care 
Professional or Disability Support Office (where applicable).  

Submit your application via Post Office/ Courier :

The Director 
Directorate: Vocational Rehabilitation Programme
Department of Employment and Labour 
Compensation Fund 
Private bag x 955
Pretoria 
0001

Official Cluster Contact number

Ms Vivi Khoza GP, KZN, FS, LP, MP 012 406 5709/ 066 305 7827

Mr Ntsodi Mafa GP, KZN, FS, LP, MP 012 319 9264/ 066 056 3720

Mr Vumile Mofana EC, WC, NC, NW, GP 012 406 5708/ 071 613 1828

Mr Luyolo Fani EC, WC, NC, NW, GP 012 319 9264/ 082 886 9452

Or hand deliver at 167 Thabo Sehume & Madiba Street, Delta Heights Building.

BURSARY AWARD FOR  PREVIOUS-WORKERS 
WHO SUSTAINED OCCUPATIONAL INJURIES 
AND AS A RESULT ACQUIRED PERMANENT 
DISABLEMENT AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

COMPENSATION FUND 
BURSARY

Pray for South Africa

President Cyril Rama-
phosa has invited all 
South Africans to take 
part in a National Day 

of Prayer wherever they are, in 
response to Coronavirus (COV-
ID-19).

The President made the call on 
the eve of the 21-day national 
lockdown, which will start at 

midnight on Thursday.
Following discussions with 

religious leaders, President 
Ramaphosa called on citizens to 
observe two minutes of prayer, 
reflection or silent meditation 
on 26 March 2020 between 6pm 
and 6:30pm.        

The President said this is the 
moment when South Africans 
need to act together as one patri-
otic nation in solidarity with all 

those affected or impacted by 
COVID-19, not just in South 
Africa but around the world.

“These are challenging times. 
We are traversing a path we 
have never travelled before. 
There are many amongst us who 
are fearful, uncertain and vul-
nerable. I call on our people to 
offer a prayer and a thought for 
the protection and healing of 
our land and its people from this 

disease.
“Over the past two weeks, South Africans from all 

walks of life have demonstrated their resilience by 
complying with the restrictions that have been placed 
on their lives. Because we are in a state of national 
lockdown, our prayers must be offered from our 
hearts and in our homes,” President Ramaphosa said.

The National Day of Prayer comes in response to a 
proposal made by interfaith leaders, who met with 
the President last week to express their support for 
the national effort to contain the spread of the coro-
navirus.

National prayer days have been held in a number of 
countries this week, including parts of the US, UK, 
the Philippines, Kenya, Mexico and Italy.

“The international occurrence of the Coronavirus 
pandemic has affirmed yet again that the challenge 
we face is a global one and one we cannot overcome 
alone.

“I call on all our people, whether they are religious 
or not, wherever they are, on Thursday, 26 March, to 
observe a moment of silence in a show of social sol-
idarity,” President Ramaphosa said.

He said the nation’s thoughts should particularly be 
with those in hospital, quarantine or self-isolation.

“In observing this National Day of Prayer, we also 
want to send a message of hope to our brave and pa-
triotic health care workers, who are on the frontline 
and helping to save lives, with our emergency per-
sonnel, police, traffic officers and military, and with 
all those who are working tirelessly to keep us safe, 
healthy and alive.

“The media has been exemplary in keeping our 
people well-informed about the work of government 
in dealing with this pandemic,” the President said, 
noting that the hardships imposed by the national 
lockdown were considerable.

He said the coming weeks will sorely test the na-
tion’s resolve and patience.

“For millions of South Africans, for whom faith is 
a source of hope and courage, this difficult time must 
strengthen and unite us as never before.”

The President also called on citizens to demon-
strate their solidarity with fellow South Africans by 
displaying the National Flag on social media 
(#PrayForSouthAfrica), outside their homes and oth-
er prominent places as an act of compassion and uni-
ty during the national lockdown.
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The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return

PRETORIA – As South Africa brac-
es for a 21-day lockdown to curb the 
spread of coronavirus (Covid-19), 
Basic Education Minister Angie 
Motshekga on Thursday appealed to 
families to protect and support 
school-going children who will be at 
home. 

“We are...acutely aware of the im-
portance of keeping our children safe 
from all sorts of dangers including 
abuse and anxiety caused by Cov-
id-19. In this regard, we encourage 
families and community services to 
be extra vigilant in the care and sup-
port of learners,” Motshekga said 
during a media briefing in Pretoria. 
“Do not leave them unattended, 
watch for signs of depression and 
provide ongoing support to address 
any anxiety at this time. It is impor-
tant that we continue to speak to the 
learners about the promotion of 
health and safety in the home by ad-
hering to basic hygiene practices.” 

The minister said that together with 
provinces, the National Department 

of Basic Education has prepared on-
line and broadcast support resources. 
Focus had been placed on Grade 12 
learners and the promotion of read-
ing for all the grades. 

Some of the programmes will be 
available from April 1.  

Motshekga said her department 
was working closely with key part-
ners to coordinate and make availa-
ble content tailored to support learn-
ers’ educational and health needs 
during the lockdown.

The resources listed by the minister 
include:

 • Broadcast lessons working with 
SABC TV and Radio

• DSTV channel 180
• E.tv has allocated a dedicated 

channel for three months on the 
Openview platform

• Broadcast of lessons on commu-
nity radio stations around the country

• Electronic readers available via 
all platforms in partnership with Vo-
dacom, MTN, Telkom and Cell-C

• 2Enable App as a freely down-

loadable educational platform with 
more than 2000 electronic readers in 
the indigenous languages

• Promotion of the African Story-
book series through the 2Enable App

• The National Reading Coalition 
has identified extensive lists of addi-
tional resources and organisations 
that are willing to make their materi-

als available
• Free access to Siyavula Maths 

and Science support in partnership 
with MTN and

• Free access to the Vodacom Virtu-
al Classroom.

 Motshekga said the content on the 
platforms “has been carefully curat-
ed” to be available online and for 

Motshekga: Learning resources for 
school children to be made available

broadcast. 
“The DBE website has been updat-

ed with current and relevant content 
inclusive of reading resources and 
websites. Other content which is 
available on websites of our partners 
has also been made available through 
links on the DBE website on www.
education.gov.za,” she said. 

“Parents, teachers and learners are 
encouraged to visit the DBE website.  
We urge those who raise learners 
with special education needs to get in 
touch with the department should the 
need arise.”  

Regarding the nutrition support 
programme which feeds millions of 
learners at South African schools, 
Motshekga said an avenue was being 
explored to permit one member of 
the needy family to collect a food 
parcel once per week during the 
lockdown. 

“This is to ensure social distancing. 
Several partners are willing to sup-
port this initiative and they include 
Tiger Brands, Nestle, Pioneer, Old 
Mutual, First Rand and Add Hope 
Foundation,” she said.
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VALID MONDAY 24 FEBRUARY UNTIL WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH 2020

7:30 - 18:00 Mon-Fri | Closed From 12:00 - 14:00 Friday | 7:30 - 17:00 Sat & Sun 
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Affordable Quality Education

WORRIED ABOUT THE FUTURE?
CAN’T AFFORD STUDY FEES?
WE CAN HELP!
WE OFFER FULLY PAID
SETA ACCREDITED COURSES
& UPSKILLING PROGRAMMES
Terms & Conditions Apply. E&OE.

Duration: 12 Months  
Value: R42 000  
NQF 2 - 5

ONLY PAY A ONCE-OFF
R700 REGISTRATION 

FEE
We have a 
NO CASH

policy

17 CAMPUSES
NATIONWIDE
Multiple intake

dates
annually

REQUIREMENTS:
Age between 18 and 27
South African Citizen
Unemployed
Not claiming UIF
Minimum Grade 10

JOHANNESBURG  2nd Floor Old JSE Building, 17 Diagonal Street, Newtown   010 492 4090
LENASIA               1st Floor 156 Grand Place                                                     010 492 4055
PRETORIA             373 Johannes Ramokhoase Street                                       012 320 0072
RANDFONTEIN      25A Main Reef Road (R28)                                                   010 492 4012
KEMPTON PARK   3 Margaret Avenue                                                                010 443 8848

www.icollegeint.co.za
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO ENROL ONLINE

iCOLLEGE (PTY) Ltd registered as Primeserv Training at DHET Provisional Reg. No. 2010/FE07/076

Plan in motion 
for Tembisa 

Hospital 
bacteria out-

break

Are you a Gauteng based journalism student seeking 
experience in a newspaper or do you have community 
stories you feel need to be published?

 Send us an email to newsroom@gautengnewspaper.co.za.  

Tembisa hospital has been 
making headlines lately for the 
death of ten babies, in the 

Neonatal Unit, owing to a bacteria 
outbreak that shook the medical 
facility. Gauteng health MEC’s liason 
officer, Philani Mhlungu, spoke to 
Gauteng News and confirmed the 
situation at Tembisa Hospital. “We can 
confirm that 17 cases of CRE (Carbap-
enem-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae) 
bacteraemia were reported during the 
period between 1st  November and 
31st December 2019, which sadly 
resulted in the deaths of ten babies. It 
was suspected that the organism 
responsible for this outbreak was 
Klebsiella Pneumoniae”, says Mhlun-
gu.
CRE are a family of germs that have 
high levels of resistance to antibiotics 
and as a result are difficult to treat. 
They can cause pneumonia and 
meningitis as well as deadly infections 
in a person’s urinary tract, bloodstream 
and lungs. In order to tackle the 
current issues faced by Tembisa 
Hospital the department of health has 
put certain measures in place. 
“A quality improvement plan has been 
created and implemented with imme-
diate effect and additional professional 
nurses have been deployed to assist at 
the Neonatal unit. An approval to 
divert new admissions to the Kalafong 
Hospital and Steve Biko Academic 
Hospital has been granted in principle. 
The National Health Laboratory 
Services Infection Control is to 
provide technical support assistance to 
audit Gauteng Department of Health 
Neonatal Units”, further explained 
Mhlungu.

The department stressed that they are 
looking at improving the Tembisa 
Hospital infrastructure as the facility is 
faced with increasing demand for 
services.

We can confirm 
that 17 cases of 

CRE  bacteraemia 
were reported 

during the period 
between 1st  

November and 
31st December 

2019, which sadly 
resulted in the 
deaths of ten 

babies

All systems go for early social grant payments

Social Development Minis-
ter Lindiwe Zulu says the 
South African Social Se-
curity Agency (SASSA) is 

ready for social grant payments as 
from 31 March 2020.

Unpacking the department’s in-
tervention measures on Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) during a Social 
Cluster briefing in Pretoria on 
Tuesday, Zulu said retailers and the 
banking industry are working 
closely with SASSA to ensure that 
everyone is able to access their 
money.

“We work with Treasury to make 
sure that the monies are paid a bit 
early, so that people can access the 
money. We are happy that Treasury 
has stepped up and made sure that 
everything is processed properly.

“Citizens are reminded that the 
elderly and people with disabilities 
should be allowed to access their 
grants on the 30th and 31st, so that 
they can return home as quickly as 
possible, given the emergency that 
has been declared. All other grants 
will be available from 31 April 

2020,” Zulu said.
The Minister reminded recipients 

that once the money is paid into 
their account, it will remain there 
until they withdraw it.

Hygiene protocol to be enforced 
at retailers 

Zulu said hygiene protocols and 
social distancing will be enforced 
at all retailers, and cooperation is 
requested to ensure that everyone 
is attended to without any unneces-

sary delays.
“We wrote a letter to the Minis-

ters of Police and Defence to re-
quest that where we might need 
support, we [get it],” the Minister 
said.

SASSA offices close 
Meanwhile, SASSA offices will 

be closed from Friday until 16 
April 2020, and no new applica-
tions will be processed until after 
the lockdown.

Zulu said all applicants who need 
immediate assistance will be chan-
nelled to the department’s Social 
Relief of Distress (SRD), and ap-
plications will be done through the 
call centre.

With regards to grant administra-
tion services, Zulu said SASSA’s 
local offices will also be on lock-
down from Friday until 16 April 
2020.

“No new applications for grants 
will be done during the period of 
lockdown. Concerns and enquiries 
can be directed to the call centre on 
0800 601 011 or email GrantEn-
quiries@sassa.gov.za.”

The call centre will be operation-
al during the lockdown. 

Social services continue opera-
tions 

Zulu said while some shelters 
had to close, others like elderly 
centres and orphanages cannot be 
closed.

“Our responsibility is to make 
sure that we step up in supporting 
them and making sure that they are 
not left isolated,” the Minister said. 
– SAnews.gov.za

“We are happy that Treasury has stepped up and made sure that everything is processed properly” - Minister Zulu

Gauteng 
plans 

to fight 
COVID-19

David Makhura

The Gauteng Provincial Gov-
ernment, led by Premier Da-
vid Makhura, has announced 
wide ranging plans and inter-

ventions to stop the spread of COV-
ID-19.

Briefing the media on Wednesday, 
Premier Makhura said the province had 
adopted a multi-sectoral and multi-dis-
ciplinary approach which will proac-
tively involve significant actors within 
the province to deal with the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.  

These plans include the establish-
ment of a multi-sectoral coordination at 
both Provincial and District levels for 
COVID-19 preparedness and response; 
and strengthening capacity to under-
take surveillance for COVID-19 at Pro-
vincial and District levels, including 
the training of 259 contact tracers.

“Following the declaration of the na-
tional disaster, on Monday, 16 March 
2020, we convened a special meeting 
of the Executive Council – with may-
ors from Johannesburg, Ekurhuleni, 
West Rand and Sedibeng municipali-
ties in attendance - to discuss a com-
prehensive response by the province 
including how we will enforce all 
measures announced by the President,” 
said Makhura.

The following constitutes elements 
of the implementation plan for Gauteng 
in enforcing the measures as outlined 
by President Cyril Ramaphosa:

Enhancing capacity of emergency 
medical services to respond to reported 
cases;

Establishing and maintaining screen-
ing capacity at key points of entry;

Continuously informing the public 
on the public health risks of coronavi-
rus;

Establishing a war room that will do 
routine monitoring, evaluation and sur-
veillance using multiple approaches, 
systems and technologies; and

Refurbishment of Carletonville Hos-
pital.

All hospitals in the province have 
been directed to create isolation areas 
for suspected and probable COVID-19 
cases, in line with the district manage-
ment approach.

He said 9000 community healthcare 
workers will be trained as contact trac-
ers, who are currently doing tracing of 
patients with TB and HIV/AIDS.

The Department of Health is procur-
ing 10 000 test kits over and above 
what the NICD is already providing to 
better prepare, should the pandemic 
persist.
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Geraldine Kganakga 

 

Bob Cuts Hair Salon is one of 
the household names in 
Johannesburg’s highly 

competitive beauty industry, boast-
ing over 300 000 followers on 
Facebook. The salon has an array of 
branches with high end services. 
This brainchild of Geraldine Kga-
nakga recently won a prestigious 
Darling award for its exceptional 
offerings.

When did you establish Bob Cuts Hair 
Salon and how many branches does the 
salon have?
We established Bob Cuts Hair Salon 
chain in 2014 in Johannesburg. We 
now have over 20 branches nationwide 
– with majority of them being located 
in Johannesburg, in areas such as 
Gandhi Square, Rosebank Mall, 
Greenstone Mall, Sammy Marks 
Square in Pretoria, etc.

What inspired the establishment of the 
business?
I’ve always had a passion for the 

beauty industry, but my inspiration was 
triggered by one of clients from my 
previous job. 

Did you study anything relevant to the 
beauty field?
I enrolled with the University of Cape 
Town for a marketing degree, then 
furthered my studies with Vega School 
to enhance my business and branding 
knowledge, and that educational 
background has had an immense 
impact in growing our national brand.

What challenges are you facing as a 
black female entrepreneur and how do 

you overcome them?
My biggest challenge is business 
expansions without adequate 
financial support, but careful 
planning enables me to set achiev-
able goals that contribute to the 
growth of Bob Cuts Hair Salon.  

How many people do you employ?
We employ a well-trained and 
dedicated team of over 300 em-
ployees and hope to increase the 

number as our future plans include 
growing the Bob Cuts Hair Salon 
brand beyond South African borders 
and have a foot print in other African 
countries.

Do you feel enough is being done to 
empower entrepreneurs in the beauty 
industry?
Not enough is done by our government 
to empower entrepreneurs in the 
industry but it’s up to you as an entre-
preneur to up-skill and educate your-
self. It’s also important to pay attention 
to trends and be relevant. 

We welcome you to 2020, we 
trust you have rested and are 
going to have a fruitful year. 

We are continuing from where we left 
off in 2019, sharing knowledge with 
you and ensuring that you are in a 
better position to make an informed 
decision. Today’s topic is one close to 
the hearts of many readers and has been 
commented upon by different experts 
and anyone who has an interest in 
housing, landlord and tenant rights. We 
are going to discuss two components of 
property law only – buying and selling 
of a house, and eviction of unlawful 
occupiers - and the laws relating  to 
same. Property law is much broader 
than this but nonetheless for today we 
have limited ourselves to those two 
components of property law based on 
the mistakes that many people make in 
buying a house and evicting problem-
atic individuals from their houses. 

The buying of a house is governed by 
the Alienation of Land Act. Briefly the 
law requires any agreement to buy a 
house must be in writing and signed by 
both the buyer and seller. Furthermore 
the agreement must at least give a 

description of the house being sold and 
the required payment. This simply 
means that an affidavit made and signed 
at a police station by the seller confirm-
ing that s/he/it has sold the house to the 
buyer or a verbal agreement relating to 
the sale of a house will not be deemed 
as a proper sale agreement. Briefly such 
a document made by the seller or 
agreement made by the parties is void 
as it cannot result in the transfer of the 
house allegedly sold. It is important to 
note that no house may be sold by 
anyone who is not an owner of the 
house unless a third party has explicitly 
been authorised to do so by the owner 
or in the case of a deceased estate, a 
topic for another day. Ownership of any 
house being sold in SA can be verified 
by means of a deed search at the deeds 
office. Basically by visiting your 
nearest deeds office and paying a 
nominal fee for purposes of confirming 
that the house being sold to you be-
longs to the seller. Overall the only 
person who is tasked with transferring a 
house from the names of the seller to 
the buyer is a conveyancer, a lawyer 
that transfers and registers houses into 
the names of the buyer. The scope of 

work of a conveyancer is much broader 
than the description given above. 
Ideally it is best to get an expert – a 
lawyer - to assist when selling or 
purchasing a house for a peace of mind. 
For example the parties could settle on 
a lawyer to keep the purchase price or 
draft the sale agreement and attending 
to any other issue relating to the 
transfer of the house.

It so happens that in many instances 
where a house is purchased or the 
transfer thereof has taken place you find 
unlawful occupiers or where a lease 
agreement has been cancelled the 
tenant refuses to leave your house. Our 
law – the Prevention of Illegal Eviction 
from, and Unlawful Occupation of, 
Land Act - provides in such an instance 
that the owner or a person authorised 
by the owner must sue for eviction. The 
law recognises that no person may be 
evicted without a court order. Any 
attempts to do so  is regarded as 
self-help, taking the law into your own 
hands, and such a conduct could lead to 
the unlawful occupier’s occupation 
being restored until the law has been 
adhered to or alternatively a criminal 

sanction against anyone evicting the 
unlawful occupier without a court 
order. Vuka mawulele!

Ditheko Lebethe 

Ditheko Lebethe

Ditheko Lebethe Attorneys

info@lebetheattorneys.co.za

www.lebetheattorneys.co.za

011 333 7537
 

I’ve always had a passion for the beauty industry

Pretoria saxophonist soars to great heights

Saxophonist Katlego Zebulon 
Tshoane (27), from central 
Pretoria, is a gospel artist who 
has mastered his saxophone 

talent.
He is now being recognized interna-

tionally. Tshoane now works hand in 
hand with giants in the South African 
music industry who are playing a big 
role in his music career.

Tshoane shared with Gauteng News 
that music runs in his family. His moth-
er Enica and sister Stephina are both 
musicians. His mother also plays the 
saxophone.

“I play the saxophone. My hidden 
talent is singing, I was inspired by big 
artists in the music industry and re-
sponses I received from people who 
admire me,” said Tshoane

”They heard me playing the saxo-
phone and people encouraging me to 
do more in fulfilling God’s calling”. he 
added

Tshoane had recently faced challeng-
es when completing his second album. 
However, he had made it through and 
managed to release it.

“I was working with people who did 
not have the same vision as me. Re-
cording an album without a sponsor-
ship causes things to move slowly.”

“I will launching my third album will 
be smooth because I have gathered ex-
perience from my first and second of-
ferings. I have looked for other strate-
gies to overcome the challenges with 
confidence”

“I put God first in everything through 
prayer and humbleness. Ilook up to big 
artists in the music industry as a 

whole.” he added.
In 2019 Tshaone was set to jet off to 

Dubai to play his instrument on a cruise 

ship for three months. Unforseen cir-
cumstances saw Tshoane spending 
three days instead due to contractual 
issues.

“Just going for a few days was a 
great experience because it uplifted my 
spirit and confidence. To see all this 
recognitionbecause of what I do with 
the talent God gave me makes me hap-
py.”

“Internationally as an artist you will 
find people who may not appreciate 
you because you come from a different 
country. My music accommodates 
everyone and heals the soul.” said 
Tshoane.

With giants in the industry, Tshoane 
believes he has reached his goals in 

life. 
In our sit down Tshaone said Prophet 

Shepherd Bushiri known famously 
known as Major one had inspired him 
to pursue his career.

“He supports my vision with advices, 
funds and also shows metop musicians 
that have made it and gives me direc-
tion on how to make it.” 

“I work with two top musicians who 
are big in the industry, Keke Phoofolo 
and Sipho Makhabane “The Big Fish”” 
he said.

Another interesting fact about 
Tshoane shared with Gauteng News 
was that he played various instruments 
such as the keyboard, drums, steel 
drum, bass guitar, clarinet and a flute. 
Fans can follow Tshoane on all social 
media platforms. Facebook : @Katlego 
Sax, Instagram @Katlegosax and Twit-
ter @Katlegosax” .

“I put God first 
in everything 

through prayer 
and humbleness. 
Ilook up to big 
artists in the 

music industry as 
a whole.”

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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THE NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE 
A TOOL TO CLOSE THE WAGE GAP 
AND TO OVERCOME POVERTY

 DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR, WORKING FOR YOU

IS YOUR EMPLOYER PAYING YOU THE NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE?

If you are not paid the national minimum wage of R20.76 per hour
• R18.68 per hour for farm and forestry workers 
• R15.57 per hour for domestic workers 
• R11.42 per hour for workers under the Expanded Public Works Programme
then dial the FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE.

FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE:  *134*305# 
DIAL THE FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE AND FOLLOW THE PROMPTS

Arts and Culture sets aside R150 million for relief

The Arts and Culture 
Department has repri-
oritised its budget al-
location from Quarter 

One to avail over R150 million 
to provide much needed relief 
to practitioners in the sector, as 
the country prepares for 21 days 
of a national lockdown.

“The allocated funds will be 
utilised to render various forms 
of support to practitioners dur-
ing this period. 

“Priority will be given to art-
ists and practitioners, who were 
already booked by some of the 
cancelled and postponed events 
funded by the department, as 
well as to the legends of the in-
dustry,” said the Minister of the 
Department of Sports, Arts and 
Culture (DSAC), Nathi Mtheth-
wa.

He was one of several Minis-
ters to brief media on Wednes-
day on measures government is 
taking to counter the effects of 
COVID-19 and the resultant 
lockdown.

On Monday, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa announced a na-
tionwide lockdown from mid-
night on Thursday, 26 March 
2020, to curb the spread of 
Coronavirus.

With the rapid spread of the 
virus through close contact, the 
arts and culture sector - which 
relies on big events filled to ca-
pacity - is one of the hardest hit.

Since the outbreak, over 25 
TV productions have been post-
poned and about 15 live shows 
have been cancelled.

In a bid to mitigate the eco-
nomic impact on the sector, the 
DSAC, together with the Com-
munication Department, is en-
gaging broadcasters to ensure 
that producers pay casts and 
crews, who were due to go into 

production.
“Among the measures an-

nounced by the President was to 
limit gatherings to less than 100 
people.

“This necessary measure was 
a fatal blow to the sector, since 
it depends on numbers for it to 
survive - be it gigs, concerts or 
sporting matches,” said the 
Minister.

On the sporting front, the 
Olympic Games and several 
football matches were can-
celled.

Partnership with the DSAC 
Playhouses to create live 
streaming programmes

In support of playhouses, 
which are entities of the DSAC, 
the department will avail to art-
ists a platform to perform live 
streaming activities, which in-
clude stand-up comedy, poetry 
sessions and music. 

“This will be done to keep 
people entertained, to showcase 
the work of the creatives, and to 
promote local content across all 
art genres.

“The department will com-
mission service providers in the 

digital space to curate new pro-
grammes in all disciplines to 
ensure that artists continue to 
work. The department will share 
detailed plans on the process for 
participation,” said the Minster.

Support from entities of 
DSAC to practitioners

The National Film and Video 
Foundation (NFVF) will offer 
immediate relief to practitioners 
in the film industry by prioritis-
ing and making payments to 
beneficiaries, who have submit-
ted milestones in the past two 
weeks on an urgent basis.

Beneficiaries, who are yet to 
submit milestones over the next 
three months, will also be paid.   

As part of the slates pro-
gramme, which benefits young 
emerging producers, the NFVF 
has identified a savings of R4.5 
million from the current fiscal, 
which will be used as part of the 
relief programme. 

“NFVF will provide a cash in-
jection of R500 000 to the nine 
companies currently commis-
sioned by the organisation. This 
relief will only be contained to 
the slates currently commis-

sioned by the institution, and 
would be extended to anyone 
else in the industry,” said 
Mthethwa.

Support local content
The department also called 

upon both public and private 
broadcasters to lend a hand in 
the relief programme towards 
the sector by playing more lo-
cally produced content to ena-
ble artists to earn royalties, and 
to show patriotism towards their 
country.

In an effort to educate and cre-
ate and awareness, the DSAC 
will partner with artists to share 
messages about COVID-19, 
and also to communicate mes-
sages that will bring courage 
and hope to South African citi-
zens.

“Through our campaign, we 
will be sending out a strong 
message that carries many voic-
es. This we will attain by com-
missioning young and upcom-
ing artists, renowned artists, and 
our legends to curate via their 
respective social media plat-
forms,” said Mthethwa. – SAn-
ews.gov.za

Mamabolo calls for more 
vigilance on roads after 
Soshanguve fatal crash

JOHANNESBURG - Gauteng 
public transport and road infra-
structure MEC Jacob Mamabo-
lo has reiterated his call for mo-
torists to be vigilant following a 
fatal crash that claimed four 
lives and left one person criti-
cally injured in Soshanguve, 

north of Pretoria, on Friday.
According to emergency offi-

cials, a bus and two cars were 
involved in the crash, Mamabo-
lo’s office said in a statement.

While the exact cause of the 
crash was still being investigat-
ed, motorists were urged to be 
vigilant and alert at all times 
while driving, especially in bad 

weather conditions. 
“It is totally unacceptable that 

our roads continue to claim 
lives like this, with an average 
of eight deaths per day. Driver 
behaviour and attitude needs to 
change if we are to reduce car-
nage on our roads,” he said. 

“Based on our engagements 
with transport stakeholders in 
the past seven months, it is clear 
that something is wrong with 
road users’ attitude and behav-
iour on the roads. This needs to 
change, road safety begins with 
you,” Mamabolo said. 

He extended condolences to 
the families, friends, and loved 
ones of the victims and wished 
the injured a speedy recovery.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return

Olympics decision good news for SA
Van Niekerk is making his way back from injury and was slowly getting into racing mode again.
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Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

Berita

The delay in the post-
ponement of the 2020 
Tokyo Olympic 
Games due to the 

coronavirus was in some ways 
understandable.

International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) president Thomas 
Bach came under increasing 
criticism from athletes and 
sports bodies across the world 
for not acting sooner.

Some of the behaviour might 
have been because of plain stub-
bornness from the IOC, which 
has a reputation of not wanting 
to portray an image of panic, 
but there were also valid rea-
sons.

The Olympics were scheduled 
to start on July 24 - in exactly 
four months when the postpone-
ment was announced on Tues-
day - so there would probably 
have been some hope from the 
IOC’s side over the past few 
weeks that the speard of the 
coronavirus pandemic would 
show a downward curve.

That hasn’t happened, unfor-
tunately, which is why the IOC 
and Japan prime minister Shin-
zo Abe made the decision this 
week to halt the Games until 
2021.

It was a massive call to make, 
but ultimately the right one.

Athletes across the world have 

used the past four years to pre-
pare for Tokyo 2020, while Ja-
pan has spent around $12 bil-
lion (R209.3bn) to prepare for 
the event.

Closer to home, South African 
athletics superstars Wayde van 
Niekerk and Caster Semenya 
will benefit from the delay.

Van Niekerk is making his 
way back from injury and was 
slowly getting into racing mode 
again.

Semenya recently announced 
that she wanted to qualify in the 
200m for the Olympics as she 
has been prohibited from run-
ning any distance between 
400m and the mile following 
her battle with the World Athlet-
ics regarding her high testoster-
one levels.

It would’ve been touch and go 
about whether she would’ve 
qualified in time, let alone be-
come a medal contender.

Now a possible extra year 
gives Semenya an opportunity 
to become a proper sprinter.

The IOC is hoping to sort out 
new dates for the Olympics 
within four weeks, with Bach 
stating “our mission is to organ-
ise Games and make dreams of 
athletes come true”.

But, for now, let’s all observe 
the 21-day lockdown in South 
Africa and hope that our heroes 
will be back competing in our 
sports arenas in due course.

International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President 
Thomas Bach. Photo: IANS

By Thembi Rowen Siaga


