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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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7:30 - 18:00 Mon-Fri | Closed From 12:00 - 14:00 Friday | 7:30 - 17:00 Sat & Sun 

Gauteng Education Department 
mourns death of two pupils

Taxi fare spike for Alex commuters
See story on page 2
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The Gauteng Department of Education has sent its condolences to 
the families of two pupils who died in separate incidents in 
Hammanskraal recently.

Gauteng taxi association Armsta announced that it will hike its prices by 172%, citing fuel price increase 
and pressures of operating under COVID-19 regulations.
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PLAY YOUR PART
STOP THE SPREAD

As the economy reopens, more workers from high risk sectors are returning to work increasing the risk of new Covid-19 
infections. Employers are required to take measures to mitigate the risk of outbreaks at the workplace 

Employers and companies are required to have a workplace risk assessment plan that makes provision for, but is not 
limited to
• Screening and testing, 
• Personal Protective Equipment- PPE 
• Sanitising and disinfecting buildings and workspaces regularly 
• Ensuring social distancing 

Safer workplaces can help stop the spread of Covid-19 

 Play your Part.   Stop the Spread.

Covid-19- Lives and Livelihoods 

Wash your hands 
regularly with soap 
and water for 20 
seconds, or use 

an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer.

Cover your cough 
or sneeze with a 

flexed elbow or a 
tissue, then throw 

the tissue in the bin 
immediately.

Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, 
and mouth with 

unwashed hands.

Maintain a hygienic 
home, clean and 

disinfect frequently 
touched objects 

and surfaces.

Keep physical 
distance - at 

least 2 metres 
from other  

people.

Wear a mask to 
protect yourself 

and others. 

Stay home 
except when 
you need to 

buy food and 
medicine.

Choma, I am back at work 
this week, but things have 
changed we can no longer 
sit close together and have 
lunch, we always wearing 

masks and getting screened 
every morning. 

 I know Mngani, but we all 
have to adjust to the “new 

normal” we all need to  play 
our part to stop the spread 
of Covid-19 ,  I am just glad 
your company has all these 

measures in place to protect 
you and your colleagues.

SOCIAL
DISTANCING

COVID-19  
GOLDEN 
RULES
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Johannesburg – Gauteng’s ac-
tive Covid-19 infections have 
increased by more than 50% 

in one week, data released by the 
provincial health department 
shows. 

Active cases – those of people 
who are currently infected and 
have not recovered or died as a re-
sult of the virus – have climbed 
from 1 279 cases last Friday to 2 
590 cases in seven days. 

The province’s mortality rate re-
mains at 1% (with 37 deaths), 
while the recovery rate has de-
creased from 61% last week, to 
47%. 

The data also showed that on 
Wednesday, June 3, Gauteng re-
corded its highest daily increase 
of new infections since the virus 
arrived in South Africa in March. 

On that day, 291 people were 
confirmed to have been infected 
with the coronavirus. A day later, 
on Thursday, 272 more people 

were infected – the second high-
est increase since March. 

In fact, between May 25 and 
June 4, new infections surpassed 
200 cases on six different occa-
sions. 

On May 25, it was the first time 
the province had recorded more 
than 250 new infections in a sin-
gle day since the virus was con-
firmed in the country. 
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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Alex commuters 
faced with 172% 
rise in taxi fares from 
mid-June

Covid-19 in Gauteng: Active cases rise by over 1 300 in one week
By Thembi Rowen Siaga

35-year-old man stabbed 
to death by his girlfriend

Gauteng recorded its highest daily 
increase of new infections since the 

virus arrived in March

Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

ADAPT IT (PTY) LTD
Sale of Property

Gauteng taxi association Armsta 
announced that it will hike its 
prices by 172%, citing fuel 

price increase and pressures of operating 
under COVID-19 regulations. This 
means from 15 June, Alexandra com-
muters would have to fork out R30 for a 
single trip to Sandton instead of the R11 
that they were currently paying. The as-
sociation said due to COVID-19 lock-
down regulations the sector had been left 
with no choice but to implement the in-

crease.
Taxi owners said they were working at 

a loss due to the reduced number of pas-
sengers allowed in one vehicle and the 
rise in fuel prices – among other issues. 
“This relief fund that they promised, 
they are giving to other people. We don’t 
even know where to apply or where to 
take our papers to. No one is talking to 
us. The other thing is sanitizers, we have 
to make means that we get them for our-
selves.”

In terms of the Insolvency Act 
section 34 number 24 of 1936, 
notice is hereby given that 
Adapt It (Pty) Ltd Reg Number: 
1996/006272/07 registered 
address situated at: Adapt it 
Johannesburg Campus 152, 
14th Road Midrand, Gauteng 
1685, intent to sell the 
immovable property described 
as Erf 1488 Monument Park 
Township to EPCM Monument 
Park Property (Pty) Ltd Reg 
Nommer: 2020/017907/07 
and not to transfer before 30 
days but within 60 days after 
publication hereof.

NOTICE

A 31-year-old woman from 
Springs, Ekurhuleni has been 
arrested for allegedly 
stabbing her boyfriend to 

death by knife. The suspected murder 
was arrested by Kwa Thema police on 
Wednesday afternoon. It is alleged that a 
35-year-old man was chased and stabbed 
when he tried to flee by woman believed 
to be her boyfriend. 

The police spokesperson Constable 
Media Khoza told Gauteng Newspaper 
that the witness was outside his home 
when he saw the victim being chased. 
Khoza said that the decease succumbed 
from knife injuries.

“A witness alleged he was outside his 
home as he prepared to close his gate 
when he saw the victim running toward 

his direction. He noticed he was being 
chased by his girlfriend, the victim 
suddenly fell on the ground, as the 
witness rushed to help, he realized the 
victim was stabbed and the girlfriend had 
a knife and blood on her.” said Khoza. 

Police were called to the scene and 
found that the victim died. Meanwhile 
the girlfriend allegedly tried to escape, 
but was arrested. The police further 
condemned such acts of violence and 
called on the society to stand up in the 
fight against gender-based violence.

The suspect is expected to appear in the 
Springs Magistrate’s Court.

THE GIRLFRIEND ALLEGEDLY TRIED 
TO ESCAPE, BUT WAS ARRESTED

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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STOP THE SPREAD
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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Call the COVID-19 Hotline: 0800 029 999   |  Web:  www.sacoronavirus.co.za
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PLAY YOUR PART
STOP THE SPREAD

As the economy reopens, more workers from high risk sectors are returning to work increasing the risk of new Covid-19 
infections. Employers are required to take measures to mitigate the risk of outbreaks at the workplace 

Employers and companies are required to have a workplace risk assessment plan that makes provision for, but is not 
limited to
• Screening and testing, 
• Personal Protective Equipment- PPE 
• Sanitising and disinfecting buildings and workspaces regularly 
• Ensuring social distancing 

Safer workplaces can help stop the spread of Covid-19 

 Play your Part.   Stop the Spread.

Covid-19- Lives and Livelihoods 

Wash your hands 
regularly with soap 
and water for 20 
seconds, or use 

an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer.

Cover your cough 
or sneeze with a 

flexed elbow or a 
tissue, then throw 

the tissue in the bin 
immediately.

Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, 
and mouth with 

unwashed hands.

Maintain a hygienic 
home, clean and 

disinfect frequently 
touched objects 

and surfaces.

Keep physical 
distance - at 

least 2 metres 
from other  

people.

Wear a mask to 
protect yourself 

and others. 

Stay home 
except when 
you need to 

buy food and 
medicine.

Choma, I am back at work 
this week, but things have 
changed we can no longer 
sit close together and have 
lunch, we always wearing 

masks and getting screened 
every morning. 

 I know Mngani, but we all 
have to adjust to the “new 

normal” we all need to  play 
our part to stop the spread 
of Covid-19 ,  I am just glad 
your company has all these 

measures in place to protect 
you and your colleagues.

SOCIAL
DISTANCING

COVID-19  
GOLDEN 
RULES
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Post Office delivers laptops to Wits students 

Almost 5 000 Wits students have 
received laptops, delivered by 
the South African Post Office 
(SAPO), to enable online learn-

ing during the nationwide lockdown.
Through its Speed Services Courier Unit, 

SAPO delivered the laptops to the homes of 
disadvantaged Wits students across South 
Africa, including in rural areas.

Due to the national COVID-19 lockdown, 
Wits University suspended contact teaching 
and commenced with emergency remote 

teaching and 
learning on 20 
April 2020.

In its transi-
tion to online 
learning, Wits 
established a 
mobile comput-
ing bank, which 
granted qualifying students access to a mo-
bile device for online learning purposes.

A partnership with the SAPO ensured that 
students, who needed mobile devices, could 
continue learning during the lockdown. 

SAPO successfully delivered these devices to the homes 
of students.

SAPO Acting CEO, Ivumile Nongogo, thanked the 
SAPO staff, who ensured the seamless delivery of mo-
bile devices to Wits students.

“I want to commend our drivers and other employees 

for their dedication during 
this time when regular trans-
port connections were not 
available.

“This is another example 
of the role that the Post Of-
fice plays in making South 
Africa’s infrastructure work 
and bringing services to the 
people,” he said.

Professor Adam Habib, the 
Wits Vice-Chancellor and Princi-
pal, expressed his deep gratitude 
towards the SAPO.

“All devices were delivered 
promptly by SAPO employees to 

students at various locations across the country, including 
many rural areas, thus enabling the students to participate 
in the university’s online academic programme.

“We are appreciative of the SAPO and its efficient deliv-
ery of services that has positively impacted on the lives of 
thousands of students,” he said.

Habib lauded the project as an example of how public 
institutions can work together efficiently to achieve a 
common good that benefits society. 

We would like to 

GAUTENG 
NEWS 
readers’ 

suggestions and practical ideas on 
what we can each do to preserve our 

environment.  

REMEMBER TO USE:
#GNMyVoiceMyViews 

and 
#WorldEnvironmentDay 

so that we respond accordingly. 

hear

By Staff Reporter



Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorialPage 6Page 3               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng NewsAdvertorial                     3 - 10 June 2020NEWS

Page 8               30 January - 5 February 2020www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng News

The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return

Tshwane Metro 
resumes services at 

licensing centres

The Tshwane metro’s 
roads and transport de-
partment resumed oper-
ations at its licensing 

centres on Wednes-
day. This comes af-
ter the department 
experienced glitch-
es earlier in the 
week. The licensing 
departments were 
forced to close for 
two months, due to 
strict Covid-19 
lockdown regula-
tions imposed by 
national govern-
ment in March.

A c c o r d i n g 
Tshwane metro 
spokesperson Selby Bokaba licens-
ing centres were set to re-open on 1 
June, as announced by transport 
minister Fikile Mbalula. However, 
the metro could not re-open be-

cause of logistical glitches.
“Customers can only visit the li-

censing centres with a valid ap-
pointment to renew their driving 
licence and if they have an optom-
etrist’s certificate,” said Bokaba.

He stressed that this arrangement 
would ensure customers were ca-
tered for, while the metro imposed 
proper social distancing at centres. 
Renewal of driving licence cards, 

application and testing for learners’ 
licences and registration and li-
censing of motor vehicles is 
amongst services which would be 
available.

He added that services in Akasia, 
Bronkhorstspruit and Centurion 
would be for services such as the 
application of temporary driving li-
cences subject to submission of a 
valid optometrist’s certificate. He 
also added that the Saambou Build-
ing in the CBD would offer bulk 
registration and licensing of motor 
vehicles. Offices would be open 
from 08:00 to 15:00.

Bokaba further said that Waltloo 
licensing centre would resume to-
day on Thursday. He said that the 
metro was finalising occupation, 
health and safety compliance is-
sues at the centre.

Tshwane administrator Gilberto 
Martins also urged residents to use 
the online booking system. He said 
only clients with a reference num-
ber and a prior appointment would 
be allowed to enter licensing prem-
ises.

“No one will be allowed without 
a face cloth mask on and screening 
and testing will be done at all entry 
points”, said Martins.

Customers can only visit the 
licensing centres with a valid 
appointment to renew their 

driving licence and if they have 
an optometrist’s certificate

 Transport minister: Fikile Mbalula

The national rollout date 
for the Administrative 
Adjudication of Road 

Traffic Offences (AARTO) Act 
has been postponed as a result 
of the outbreak of the Corona-
virus. The AARTO entity is re-
sponsible for the rollout date 
for the Administrative Adjudi-
cation of Road Traffic Offenc-
es.

There were media reports in 
August 2019 that the AARTO 
Bill was signed into law. Al-
though no date was officially 
announced, it was intended to 
take national effect by mid-
2020. According to the Trans-
port department the impact of 

the COVID-19 outbreak severe-
ly compromised the capacity of 
the Road Traffic Infringement 
Agency (RTIA). 

“For this reason, RTIA is in no 
position, at this stage, to suc-
cessfully conduct the national 
rollout of AARTO,” said the de-
partment.

Meanwhile the RTIA could 
not determine the rollout date 
and has suffered severe loss of 
revenue to support the prepara-
tory activities due to Covid-19.

“The situation will be re-
viewed in due course for further 
determination as to when the 
rollout date will be promulgat-
ed,” said the department.

ARTO rollout date 
delayed due to COVID-19

By Thembi Rowen Siaga
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THE NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE 
A TOOL TO CLOSE THE WAGE GAP 
AND TO OVERCOME POVERTY

 DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR, WORKING FOR YOU

IS YOUR EMPLOYER PAYING YOU THE NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE?

If you are not paid the national minimum wage of R20.76 per hour
• R18.68 per hour for farm and forestry workers 
• R15.57 per hour for domestic workers 
• R11.42 per hour for workers under the Expanded Public Works Programme
then dial the FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE.

FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE:  *134*305# 
DIAL THE FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE AND FOLLOW THE PROMPTS
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Affordable Quality Education

WORRIED ABOUT THE FUTURE?
CAN’T AFFORD STUDY FEES?
WE CAN HELP!
WE OFFER FULLY PAID
SETA ACCREDITED COURSES
& UPSKILLING PROGRAMMES
Terms & Conditions Apply. E&OE.

Duration: 12 Months  
Value: R42 000  
NQF 2 - 5

ONLY PAY A ONCE-OFF
R700 REGISTRATION 

FEE
We have a 
NO CASH

policy

17 CAMPUSES
NATIONWIDE
Multiple intake

dates
annually

REQUIREMENTS:
Age between 18 and 27
South African Citizen
Unemployed
Not claiming UIF
Minimum Grade 10

JOHANNESBURG  2nd Floor Old JSE Building, 17 Diagonal Street, Newtown   010 492 4090
LENASIA               1st Floor 156 Grand Place                                                     010 492 4055
PRETORIA             373 Johannes Ramokhoase Street                                       012 320 0072
RANDFONTEIN      25A Main Reef Road (R28)                                                   010 492 4012
KEMPTON PARK   3 Margaret Avenue                                                                010 443 8848

www.icollegeint.co.za
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO ENROL ONLINE

iCOLLEGE (PTY) Ltd registered as Primeserv Training at DHET Provisional Reg. No. 2010/FE07/076

Plan in motion 
for Tembisa 

Hospital 
bacteria out-

break

Are you a Gauteng based journalism student seeking 
experience in a newspaper or do you have community 
stories you feel need to be published?

 Send us an email to newsroom@gautengnewspaper.co.za.  

Tembisa hospital has been 
making headlines lately for the 
death of ten babies, in the 

Neonatal Unit, owing to a bacteria 
outbreak that shook the medical 
facility. Gauteng health MEC’s liason 
officer, Philani Mhlungu, spoke to 
Gauteng News and confirmed the 
situation at Tembisa Hospital. “We can 
confirm that 17 cases of CRE (Carbap-
enem-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae) 
bacteraemia were reported during the 
period between 1st  November and 
31st December 2019, which sadly 
resulted in the deaths of ten babies. It 
was suspected that the organism 
responsible for this outbreak was 
Klebsiella Pneumoniae”, says Mhlun-
gu.
CRE are a family of germs that have 
high levels of resistance to antibiotics 
and as a result are difficult to treat. 
They can cause pneumonia and 
meningitis as well as deadly infections 
in a person’s urinary tract, bloodstream 
and lungs. In order to tackle the 
current issues faced by Tembisa 
Hospital the department of health has 
put certain measures in place. 
“A quality improvement plan has been 
created and implemented with imme-
diate effect and additional professional 
nurses have been deployed to assist at 
the Neonatal unit. An approval to 
divert new admissions to the Kalafong 
Hospital and Steve Biko Academic 
Hospital has been granted in principle. 
The National Health Laboratory 
Services Infection Control is to 
provide technical support assistance to 
audit Gauteng Department of Health 
Neonatal Units”, further explained 
Mhlungu.

The department stressed that they are 
looking at improving the Tembisa 
Hospital infrastructure as the facility is 
faced with increasing demand for 
services.

We can confirm 
that 17 cases of 

CRE  bacteraemia 
were reported 

during the period 
between 1st  

November and 
31st December 

2019, which sadly 
resulted in the 
deaths of ten 

babies

Reopening of schools 
postponed to 8 June The reopening of schools 

for grade 7 and 12 has 
been postponed to 8 
June by the Council of 

Education Ministers (CEM) on 
Sunday. This decision was taken 
during a meeting with stakehold-
ers to share the outcome of the re-
ports and the proposed course of 
action on Saturday.

Meanwhile the CEM said this 
week will be used for the orienta-
tion and training of teachers. The 
orientation and training of teach-
ers aimed to ensure the readiness 
of each facility for the arrival of 
learners.

“This whole coming week must 
be used for the proper orientation 
and training of teachers, the mop-
ping and ramping of all supply 
chain matters, and final touches to 

the readiness of each facility for the 
arrival of learners.” said the depart-
ment.

This follows the announcement 
by Basic Education Minister, An-
gie Motshekga that learners will re-
port back to school on 1 June. Mot-
shekga spent the weekend in 
meetings with leaders of provincial 
education departments, teachers’ 
unions and school governing body 
associations, which had cautioned 
her to postpone the reopening.

The CEM received a report from 
the consortium of service provid-
ers, coordinated by the National 
Education Collaboration Trust, on 
the External Evaluation and Moni-
toring of the state of readiness. 
Rand Water, as an Implementing 
Agent delivering water to 3 500 
schools, also presented its report.

Despite that the Heads of Educa-
tion Departments Committee 
(HEDCOM) also presented its 
technical report. All three reports 
converged on the fact that a sub-
stantial number of schools would 
not be ready for the reopening on 1 
June, although tremendous pro-
gress had been made by most prov-
inces, which overall reflected an 
80% state of readiness.

The CEM was concerned that, in 
some provinces, personal protec-
tive equipment for learners, in par-
ticular, had not been received. Ad-
ditionally, some schools were not 
ready for the arrival of teachers and 
learners.

Some schools were not ready for the arrival of teachers 
and learners.

The CEM was concerned that, in some provinces, personal protective 
equipment for learners, in particular, had not been received

l

l
“This whole coming 
week must be used 

for the proper 
orientation and 

training of teachers, 
the mopping and 

ramping of all supply 
chain matters, and 
final touches to the 
readiness of each 

facility for the arrival 
of learners.”

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Gauteng Education Department 
mourns death of two pupils

The Gauteng Department of 
Education has sent its condo-
lences to the families of two 

pupils who died in separate incidents 
in Hammanskraal on Wednesday.

According to department 
spokesperson Steve Mabona an 

eight-year-old girl from Selang Pri-
mary School in Hammanskraal died 

on April 29 after touching an electric 
cable that was wrongly earthed at 

home. The deceased died on 
her arrival at a local hospital. 
Mabona added and said 
that the police were inves-
tigating the circumstances 
surrounding the girl’s 
death. Meanwhile, a 

12-year-old boy from Lethabo Phalane 
Primary School pupil, who was diabetic, 
died in hospital after reportedly experi-
encing complications at home on 21 
April.

On behalf of the Department of Educa-
tion, MEC Panyaza Lesufi has extended 
his condolences to the families of the de-
ceased.

“We would like to convey our sincere 
condolences to both families and the 
school community. We pray for their 
strength during this time of affliction,” 
said MEC Lesufi. Both schools will facil-
itate memorial services to celebrate their 
lives after the lockdown has ended, said 
the Gauteng Department of Education.

MEC Panyaza Lesufi
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The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return

Mabunda: My 
Special Moments
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Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

Berita

Playing behind closed doors 
will benefit us: Komphela

Tiyani Mabunda has re-
lived some of his most 
memorable moments in 
a Mamelodi Sundowns 

shirt and says he is now itching to 
return to the pitch.

The Premier Soccer League has 
been on hold for more than two 
months now because of Covid-19, 
but players have been keeping fit 
through online sessions.

It’s given ‘Sugar’ time to reflect.
“I have played against some of 

the biggest teams in the world and 
on the continent and that’s really a 
great feeling to have gone up 
against Barcelona, Zamalek, Al 
Ahly, Wydad Casablanca – those 
are the games you cherish because 
they bring the best out of you be-
cause you dig deep and exhaust all 

the efforts that you have,” explains 
the midfielder

“I have something to be proud of. 
I have special moments against 
each of those teams. The first game 
I played against Al Ahly we won 
5-0, which is memorable because it 
has never happened that they would 
lose by such a big margin. We re-
wrote history. With Zamalek, I was 
able to get my goal back after my 
first CAF Champions League goal 
was annulled (against ES Setif) and 
Zamalek are the team we beat in 
the final. We’ve also built such a 
great relationship with Wydad and 
their fans.”

Sundowns winning the Champi-
ons League in 2016 gave them pas-
sage to the Fifa Club World Cup in 
Japan later that year.

“Playing in Japan at the Fifa Club 
World Cup was a great blessing for 
me. It could have only been by 
God’s grace to participate at the 
highest level. It’s something to 
cherish and something I will never 
forget,” says Mabunda.

“I’ve learnt throughout my career 
that it is not just talent that will get 
you there, but it also required a lot 

of hard work, especially if you re-
member our journey to getting to 
the Club World Cup. We learnt that 
it’s not about individual brilliance, 
it’s about team work at that level 
and being able to realise the mo-
ments you have to take as a team. It 
really built us not only as football-
ers, but as human beings.”

As all clubs await the greenlight 
from the PSL on resuming play, 
Mabunda hopes Sundowns can 
make it a record 10th league title.

“We have been through a difficult 
time with the pandemic and the 
lockdown, but there is light at the 
end of the tunnel. We look forward 
to returning to the field of play be-
cause that is who we are and what 
we stand for. We want to continue 
where we left off, but we really 
needed this rest,” says the 32-year-
old.

“For the first time in seven years 
we have had time to rest. So I am 
looking forward to restarting the 
engine and playing high intensity 
football. We are geared up to retain 
our title. I believe the boys are 
ready and want to also celebrate the 
club turning 50 years.”

Tiyani ‘Sugar’ Mabunda

Coronavirus: Safa CEO Motlanthe hints PSL season will not be cancelled

The Premier Soccer League (PSL) is 
frustrated that it has plans for a safe return 
to football that it would like to put to the 
government‚ but that it feels the South 

African Football Association (Safa) is proving 
a stumbling block to these.

PLAY YOUR PART
STOP THE SPREAD
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Call the COVID-19 Hotline: 0800 029 999   |  Web:  www.sacoronavirus.co.za
Send ‘hi’ on Whatsapp to COVID-19  |  Connect: 060 012 3456

Use the MPILO APP and answer questions for self screening. 
(Download at App store or at Google Play Store)
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PLAY YOUR PART
STOP THE SPREAD

As the economy reopens, more workers from high risk sectors are returning to work increasing the risk of new Covid-19 
infections. Employers are required to take measures to mitigate the risk of outbreaks at the workplace 

Employers and companies are required to have a workplace risk assessment plan that makes provision for, but is not 
limited to
• Screening and testing, 
• Personal Protective Equipment- PPE 
• Sanitising and disinfecting buildings and workspaces regularly 
• Ensuring social distancing 

Safer workplaces can help stop the spread of Covid-19 

 Play your Part.   Stop the Spread.

Covid-19- Lives and Livelihoods 

Wash your hands 
regularly with soap 
and water for 20 
seconds, or use 

an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer.

Cover your cough 
or sneeze with a 

flexed elbow or a 
tissue, then throw 

the tissue in the bin 
immediately.

Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, 
and mouth with 

unwashed hands.

Maintain a hygienic 
home, clean and 

disinfect frequently 
touched objects 

and surfaces.

Keep physical 
distance - at 

least 2 metres 
from other  

people.

Wear a mask to 
protect yourself 

and others. 

Stay home 
except when 
you need to 

buy food and 
medicine.

Choma, I am back at work 
this week, but things have 
changed we can no longer 
sit close together and have 
lunch, we always wearing 

masks and getting screened 
every morning. 

 I know Mngani, but we all 
have to adjust to the “new 

normal” we all need to  play 
our part to stop the spread 
of Covid-19 ,  I am just glad 
your company has all these 

measures in place to protect 
you and your colleagues.

SOCIAL
DISTANCING

COVID-19  
GOLDEN 
RULES

COVID-19: PSL NEWS UPDATE

Football is faced 
with the new 
normal of playing 

matches behind closed 
doors and Lamontville 
Golden Arrows coach 
Steve Komphela 
believes that this 
unfamiliar phenomenon 
will be more beneficial 
to the so-called smaller 
teams. “It’s going to be a 
big challenge to the 
teams who carry bigger 
reputations and are used 
to playing in front of full 
capacity or large crowds.

By Staff Reporter

By Staff Reporter


