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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Gauteng Police recovered 
over 50 unlicenced firearms

“Police arrested a 36-year-old man for 
possession of unlicensed firearm and 
pointing of firearm after threatening his 
ex-wife,” said Masondo.

     See Page 2

Yolanda Buthelezi comes out tops in 
the #SofnfreeSpotlight competition

See Page 6

Department of Education dispute 
“No jab, no jab” allegations#NOTINMYNAME supports the 

family of two children allegedly 
burnt by their mother
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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Gauteng 2022 academic year online applications to open next week

Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

Views & Comments

By Surprise Golela

Gauteng Police recovered 
over 50 unlicenced firearms

Police in Gauteng recovered 
more than 50 unlicensed 
firearms that include high 

calibre automatic rifles and more 
than 680 ammunition that are be-
lieved to have been used in the 
commission of serious and violent 
crimes. 

Gauteng police spokesperson 
Mavela Masondo  says the police 
have this past week intercepted 
armed criminals and acted on 
crime intelligence information and 
tip offs where scores of weapons 
were seized, and suspects arrested.

“Police arrested a 36-year-old man for 
possession of unlicensed firearm and point-
ing of firearm after threatening his ex-wife,” 
said Masondo.

Masondo said the suspect went to the 
house of his ex-wife, pointed her with a fire-
arm and ordered her to get into the vehicle. 

“She managed to escape and alerted the 
police who responded promptly. Police 

searched and arrested the suspect in Bophe-
long, Sedibeng, after he was found in pos-
session of an unlicensed firearm,” said Ma-
sondo.

On Thursday, 23 July 2021, police officers 
from Tshwane District, Tshwane Central 
Crime Intelligence and Mamelodi East 
Crime Prevention acted on information 
about a person who was in possession of an 
unlicensed firearm and ammunition in Ma-
melodi East. 

On arrival at the address, po-
lice found the 32-year-old man 
with unlicensed firearm and 
ammunition, and he was arrest-
ed.

Masondo said while conduct-
ing patrols on Wednesday, 21 
July 2021, at 01h15 at Eikenhof 
when they noticed a charcoal 
Toyota Fortuner that looked 
suspicious. They pulled over 
the vehicle, but the driver failed 
to stop. The members managed 
to intercept the vehicle.

“Upon searching the vehicle 
and the occupant, police found 

49 rifle live rounds. The suspect was arrest-
ed and charged with possession of unli-
censed ammunition.”

Other suspects who were arrested for pos-
session of unlicensed firearms and ammuni-
tion include the two most wanted suspects 
from Olievenhoutbosch and 19 suspects 
who were found with four AK-47 rifles, 
three R-5 rifles, two pistols and scores of 
ammunitions.

By Staff Writer

Gauteng Education 
MEC Panyaza 
Lesufi has officially 

launched the 2022 online 
applications for grade 1 and 
8.

Lesufi made the an-
nouncement during a media 
briefing on Sunday, where 
he announced that the appli-
cation process will open on 
Tuesday, 10 August 2021.

Lesufi said the application 
process will be in two phas-

es.
“The first phase is for 

grade 7 learners currently in 
public primary schools ap-
plying for grade 8 and the 
second phase for grade 1 
and 8 learners not in grade 7 
in public schools,” Lesufi 
said.

“The first phase will open 
on 10 August 2021 at 08h00 
and close on 3 September 
2021 at 00h00. 

The second phase will 

commence on 13 September 
at 08h00 and close on 8 Oc-
tober at 00h00. The place-
ment of phase 1 will happen 
between 15 October and 30 
November while phase 2 
will be between November 
15 and November 30.”

Lesufi said applicants will 
be assisted at 47 decentral-
ised walk-in centres across 
the province.

“In addition, some district 
offices and the head office 

will serve as walk-in cen-
tres. When a parent or 
guardian applies to a school 
for their child, it is critical to 
remember that the following 
criteria is considered in or-
der of priority of the follow-
ing: home address within 
the school’s feeder zone, 
sibling and or previous 
schools, work address with-
in school’s feeder zone and 
home address which is with-
in 30km radius.”

The Department of Basic 
Education (DBE) has dis-
puted misleading reports 

and misinformation regarding the 
circular it distributed last week on 
educators who are not vaccinated.

Department spokesperson, Eli-
jah Mhlanga said media reports 
from a Johannesburg publication 
reporting “the ‘no jab, no job’ 
narrative had created confusion 
and fear among educators.

Mhlanga said the department is 
also aware that an extract from 
the seven-page circular has been 
shared on social media platforms 
resulting in unnecessary anxiety 
and panic among teachers who 
did not go for their vaccination.

He said that at the close of the 
vaccination programme in the 
sector, more than 517 000 educa-
tion personnel, out of 582 000, 

had received their vaccines.
“Others could not get vacci-

nated because of various rea-
sons including illness, Cov-
id-19 positive cases, flu 
vaccines and hesitancy. When 
schools reopened last week for 
principals and management 
teams, the department issued a 
circular to assist in managing 
cases where some teachers did 
not vaccinate.

“The purpose of Circular 4 of 
2021, dated July 23, and signed 
by the Director-General, 
Mathanzima Mweli, was to 
provide guidance regarding the 
operational requirements for 
educators employed in terms of 
the Employment of Educators 
Act of 1998 following the im-
plementation of the Basic Edu-
cation Sector Covid-19 Vacci-

nation Programme. The circular 
also serves as a guide to manag-
ing vulnerable employees in the 
context of the current pandem-
ic,” Mhlanga explained.

He said the department has 
strongly recommended that ed-
ucation sector personnel should 
get vaccinated, but “at no stage 

By Surprise Golela

did DBE seek to compel em-
ployees to be vaccinated”.

“In fact in the circular the de-
partment says that it respects 
the rights of educators who opt 
not to be vaccinated on consti-
tutional, religious, cultural, co-
morbidity or medical grounds,” 
Mhlanga said. 

Department of Education dispute 
“No jab, no jab” allegations

“The first phase will open on 10 August 2021 at 08h00 and close on 3 September 2021 at 00h00. 
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ANC to suspend party members 
who refuse to step aside

The African National Con-
gress (ANC) has issued an 
instruction for members of 

the party who refuse to step aside 
to be suspended.

This comes after a meeting held 
on Monday in which lists were col-
lated from different provinces and 
prepared this coming weekends 
National Executive Committee 
(NEC) meeting. Among the key 
people who will be affected by the 
decision includes Ace Magashule, 
former eThekwini mayor Zandile 
Gumede, KZN deputy chairperson 
Mike Mabuyakhulu and several 
others.

ANC spokesperson Pule Mabe 
said that the NWC has reaffirmed 
the decision of the NEC held from 
26-29 March 2021 that all mem-
bers who have been charged with 
corruption or other serioua crimes 
must step aside within 30 days, 
failing which should be suspended.

“Where a public representative, 
office-bearer or member has been 
indicted to appear in a court of law 
on any charge, the Secretary Gen-

eral or Provincial Secretary, acting 
on the authority of the NEC, the 
NWC, the PEC or the PWC, if sat-
isfied that the temporary suspen-
sion of such public representative, 
office-bearer or member would be 
in the best interest of the organisa-

tion, may suspend such public rep-
resentative, elected office-bearer or 
member and impose terms and 
conditions to regulate their partici-
pation and conduct during the sus-
pension,” said Mabe.

Mabe said the affected members 

must update relevant secretariat 
monthly. “The affected member 
must update the relevant secretariat 
on a monthly basis regarding pro-
gress with their case. The decision 
by a member to step aside will be 
reviewed by the relevant structure 

of the organisation every six 
months,” said Mabe.

“The NWC instructed that the 
necessary letters must be written to 
the affected members implement-
ing this decision, and outlining the 
terms and conditions regulating 
their participation and conduct dur-
ing the suspension,” said Mabe.

He also confirmed that the top 
leadership of the ANC is consider-
ing the proposal for the establish-
ment of an appeals committee to 
handle all related matters regarding 
the step aside policy.

By Surprise Golela
“The affected member must update the relevant secretariat on a monthly basis regarding 
progress with their case. The decision by a member to step aside will be reviewed by the 
relevant structure of the organisation every six months,” said Mabe.

DA to submit PAIA application 
to access Digital Vibes report

The Democratic Alliance 
(DA) says it will submit a 
Promotion of Access to In-

formation Act (PAIA) application 
to the Presidency to obtain access 
to the Special Investigating Unit 
(SIU) report into the Minster of 
Health, Dr Zweli Mkhize’s in-
volvement in the Digital Vibes cor-
ruption scandal. 

Two weeks ago, the Presidency 
confirmed that the report had been 
delivered to President Cyril Rama-
phosa by the SIU. 

The DA then called on the Presi-
dent to immediately make the full, 
unredacted report public.

DA spokesperson on Health Sivi-
we Gwarube says the President ap-
pears to be hesitant to act on this 
report. 

“His inaction is preventing South 
Africa from having a permanent 
Health Minister and Minister Mkh-
ize remains on perpetual special 

leave,” said Gwarube.
Gwarube says President Rama-

phosa is merely stalling to do what 
is right and dismiss Minister Mkh-
ize with immediate effect. 

“President Ramaphosa’s  inabili-
ty to make difficult and ethical de-
cisions will cost us dearly during a 
time of great crisis like this. “

“The President needs to clean up 
his Cabinet and appoint a perma-
nent Minister of Health who is ca-
pable and beyond reproach,” she 
added.

The DA believes that the fight 
against the Covid-19 pandemic 
will never be won if we have a 
Health Minister who is on perpetu-
al special leave and an Acting 
Health Minister who is juggling 
two portfolios. 

“The SIU report must be made 
public and all those implicated in 
this theft of public money must 
face the full might of the law.”

By Surprise Golela

Joburg housing dept assist Vrededorp 
fire victims with building materials

The Housing Department 
in the City of Johannes-
burg has provided 22 

people whose shacks burnt 
down temporary accommoda-
tion at the Brixton Recreational 
Centre.

The fire broke out last week 
Friday in Vrededorp, Johannes-
burg, destroying 29 shacks and 
displacing 55 people. 

The MMC for Housing in the 
City of Johannesburg, Mlungisi 
Mabaso says preliminary inves-
tigations have revealed that the 
fire was caused by an unattend-
ed paraffin stove.

“Joburg Housing has also 
committed to helping displaced 
fire victims with building mate-
rial.,” said Mabaso.

Mabaso says wreckage re-
moval will started on Tuesday, 
27 July 2021, to allow for the 
process of rebuilding to com-
mence.

“Of the affected individuals, 
only 22 have agreed to be 
moved to, while the rest have 
found their own accommoda-
tion in the interim,”

Since Friday, several interven-

tions from Disaster Manage-
ment, the City of Joburg’s De-
partment of Social 
Development, NGOs, political 
parties and Joburg residents 
have donated food parcels, 
clothing, mattresses, and blan-
kets, among other items to the 
affected residents.

Mabaso has urged people to 
be cautious when using fires, 
candles, and paraffin stoves 
during these trying times. 

“The City also sends its sin-
cere condolences to the family 
who lost their loved one during 
the blaze,” added Mabaso.

By Surprise Golela

Ace Magashule
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#NOTINMYNAME supports the 
family of two children allegedly 
burnt by their mother

The #NotInMyName organisation 
attended the court proceedings of 
a  25-year-old Pretoria woman 

who is charged with the gruesome mur-
der of her two children aged five and 
eight.

Kamogelo and Relebogile were found 

burnt beyond recognition at an aban-
doned building in Atteridgeville four 
months ago.

The organisation chairperson in Atter-
idgeville, Phatuxolo Nzimande, says 
they want justice to be served and they 
will stand with the family until the end.

“The longer the children are in the 
mortuary, the longer the family suffers 
secondary victimization. We will contin-
ue supporting the family anyway possi-
ble to make sure that Kamogelo and Rel-
ebogile get the justice they deserve,” 
says Nzimande.

The case has been postponed to 
the 26th of August, for further in-
vestigation.

Meanwhile, Virginia Motseneng 
who is the great-grandmother of 
the two little girls whose bodies 
were found burnt in an abandoned 
building is pleading to be given a 
chance to bury them before she 
dies.

Motseneng said she had been bat-
tling to make peace with what had 
happened and was even having dif-
ficulty sleeping since the death of 
her great-grandchildren.

“As far as we know my grand-
daughter has confessed to killing 
her children so we were hoping 
that would speed things up so we 
can put these children to rest. The 
law can continue to deal with their 
mother as this is the life, she chose 
but at least the children will finally 
be at peace,” she said.

By Surprise Golela

The city of Tshwane is 
pleased to report that 
they havelaunched multi-

disciplinary Anti-land Invasion. 
Structures that were erected ille-
gally are demolished around the 
city by the task teams.

The Executive Mayor Coun-
cillor Randall Williams says 
currently their teams have re-
ceived information that there are 
people who are invading the 
land and illegally erecting struc-
tures in Olievenhoutbosch Ext. 
26 and Lotus Gardens Ext. 4.

He added that the city has ze-
ro-tolerance to the land inva-
sions in Tshwane. 

“Within 24 hours of receiving 
the information and verifying 
the information our TMPD Land 
invasion Unit together with our 
Service Providers responded ac-
cordingly and demolished the il-
legal structures in both loca-
tions,” Williams said.Williams 
says the establishment of the 
multidisciplinary Anti-Land In-
vasion Task team will play a 
good role in protecting the prop-
erty rights. 

“I would like to commend our 
teams for speedily responding to 
these incidents of attempted 
land invasion,” he said.

Illegal structures 
demolished in 

Olievenhoutbosch 
and Lotus Gardens

By Simphiwe Mabena
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Applications for Social Relief of 
Distress grant to open on Friday

Social development 
minister Lindiwe 
Zulu has confirmed 

the reopening of applica-
tions for the R350 special 
Covid-19 social relief of 
distress grant.

Briefing the media on 
Wednesday Zulu said the 
applications will be 
opened on Friday.

“The application chan-
nels for this grant will be 
opened from Friday, 06 
August 2021 and we ex-
pect that the first pay-
ments to be made in the 

last week of August 
2021.”

This as the previous 
grant allocation expired 
on 30 April 2021. “This 
means that all those who 
had previously applied 
must re-apply again, in 
order to enable us to as-
sess their eligibility as we 
did every month during 
the previous period,” says 
Zulu.

“The applications shall 
be considered from the 
month of application 
(Aug) and paid up to 31 
March 22 provided the 
qualifying criteria contin-

ues to be met…”
The Department of So-

cial Development advises 
applicants to submit ap-
plications through one of 
the available channels.

“Caregivers who are not 
receiving any grant for 
themselves will have to 
apply for themselves for 
special Covid-19 social 
relief of distress grant,” 
Zulu added.

“We would like to reit-
erate that only those who 
meet the criteria and have 
no financial support from 
any source should apply 
for this grant.”

By Surprise Golela

Yolanda Buthelezi comes out tops in 
the #SofnfreeSpotlight competition

As part of its aim to grow 
and nurture young tal-
ent, Sofnfree an-

nounced an exciting Youth 
Month initiative where one tal-
ented and aspiring TV present-
er, videographer and journalist 
could bag a backstage pass to 
the South African Music Awards 
(SAMAs). 

The leading haircare brand has 
announced that the winner is 

Yolanda Buthelezi, 25, from 
KwaZulu-Natal, who will get 
the opportunity to meet, interact 
and interview the nominees and 
winners while building her me-
dia resume. 

The talented presenter was 
born and raised in Ulundi and is 
an ambitious final year BCom 
Marketing student. She is pas-
sionate about modelling, TV 
presenting, and emceeing. She 
has been a guest presenter on 
SABC1 lifestyle show, HotSpot 
Seli and presented for Soweto 

TV.
“TV presenting is something I 

want to get into because I love 
telling people’s stories,” says 
Yolanda. 

“I love learning what moti-
vates people, and I’m always in-
spired by people who go for 
their dreams, want to do better 
and never give up – whether it’s 
selling fruit on the side of the 
road or making big business 
moves.”

Yolanda’s favourite TV per-
sonality is Bonang, and as a 

child, she loved Zola 7. 
“Growing up, I idolised Zola 
for being able to change lives, 
and at the time, every girl 
wanted to have the class and 
tenacity of Bonang. I also 
look up to women like DJ 
Zinhle who are chasing the 
bag from all angles,” says 
Yolanda.

“The Sofnfree brand cham-
pions the freedom of self-ex-
pression, and through this 
Youth Day initiative, wants to 
empower an aspiring young 
person in the arts industry, 
giving them the tools and con-
fidence to express them-
selves,” says the Sofnfree 
brand team.

“Our youth holds the key to 
the exceptional entertainment 
industry in the future, and the 
brand team is delighted to 
provide one young, aspiring 
person a chance to fulfil their 
dreams, and maybe even walk 
their own red carpet one day.”

Sofnfree is also this year’s 

sponsor of the SAMAs Female Artist of the Year Category. 
By Surprise Golela
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What is a five years balance?
When you retire with the GEPF with 10 years or more of service, the GEPF retiring member (pensioner) receives a gratuity (lumpsum) 
and an annuity (monthly pension) calculated according to the rules of the Fund. The monthly pension is guaranteed for as long as the 
pensioner lives. If a pensioner dies within 5 years of retirement, a lumpsum equal to the balance of the five-year annuities, excluding 
the annual supplement, will be paid to the beneficiaries.

This means that in the event the pensioner passes away within the first five years of retirement, the remaining balance that would have 
been payable up to five years after retirement will be paid to their beneficiaries.

Put simply, if a pensioner passes away within the first five years of receiving his/her pension, his/her beneficiaries will receive a death 
benefit that is equivalent to the remainder of her monthly pension.

What happens if a member passes on within the 5 years of retirement?
Where a pensioner passes away within 5 years of retirement, the surviving spouse(s) and dependants can apply for a portion of the 5 
year balance, and the spouse and qualifying children can also apply for spouse and child pension.

The default value of the spouse pension is 50% of the annuity the pensioner was receiving on date of death, but this may be 75% if 
the member opted for enhanced spouse benefits on retirement. If the member has more than one wife, the annuity will be shared 
equally among them, subject to certain rules.

The value of the child pension is decided by the number of eligible children and spouses.
In addition, the deceased member’s dependants may submit a funeral benefit claim. The benefit payable will depend on the date of 
death, but for deaths on or after 1 October 2017, the benefit payable in the event of the death of a member, pensioner or spouse is 
R15000, and for an eligible child it is R6000. This benefit is subject to taxation; 

What happens if a member passes on after 5 years of retirement?
If a pensioner passes away more than 5 years after retirement, there will be no lumpsum payable to his or her dependants, but the 
spouse(s) and eligible children can still apply for annuities and a claim for the funeral benefit can also be submitted

In addition, the deceased member’s dependants will be entitled to spousal pension and child pension for all the children under the age 
of 22 years
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Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

Berita

Girls in the African culture 
are expected to revere their 
dads immensely. It’s just an 

unspoken rule. Even worse, in 
semi-rural KwaZulu Natal it’s un-
imaginable to see a girl coming face 
to face with her dad on the football 
pitch. Unthinkable!

Take it to Venda, where Kaizer 
Chiefs new signing Phathutshedzo 
Nange was even afraid to call for 
the ball when he played in the same 
team with his dad at fourth tier side 
Shanzha Continentals.

Interestingly, that marked the end 
of Tshilidzi Nange’s career after a 
colourful stint with Black Leop-
ards. He just could not continue af-
ter that game. Perhaps playing in 

the same team with his son made 
him realise it was time up for him.

Some 200km from Durban, in 
Harding to be specific, Amanda 
‘Toki’ Dlamini did the unthinkable. 
It was just after the turn of the mil-
lennium. Of course, when you read 
the entire ‘script’, you can blame 
circumstances that forced her to be 
fielded in a team opposing her 
dad’s. Playing with male opponents 
or even teammates was nothing 
new to her.

After dropping volleyball, netball 
and athletics, where she set a re-
gional 200m record, she gravitated 
towards football.

In Harding, a semi-rural town that 
lies 84km north-west of Port Shep-

stone, football was certainly not for 
girls. That’s why it became such a 
huge thing that a girl by the name 
Amanda Dlamini played with boys 
once she started.

“I started playing football mainly 
because with my first love athletics 
and volleyball I couldn’t go further 
than just at home and I couldn’t get 
a coach in athletics. At netball, 
sometimes the girls didn’t want to 
train. With football, every day the 
boys would be training,” Dlamini 
said. 

As you would expect, 11-year-old 
‘Toki’ was not instantly thrown into 
the fray. It took several weeks of 
being a spectator, as if to prove she 
was as passionate as everyone else 

Against the odds she made 
it, meet eet Ayanda Dlamini 

about the game. At that point, she 
had gained the trust of her school-
mates at Harding Secondary 
School. The boys were happy to 
have her blistering pace down 
the right flank.

“That really encouraged me 
a lot,” she says in reference 
to the vote of confidence she 
got from her male counter-
parts. 

“Her teachers then got 
wind of her talent and an 
initiative was launched to 
have her go to Durban 
where she could pursue 
her career.

But not before she 
showed her dad what she 
was made of. Occasional-
ly, she would accompany 
dad, who was a teacher at 
her school, to the field to 
play the game with other 
teachers. So, one day they 
were ‘one man’ short.

Interestingly, it meant she 
had to play against her dad’s 
team. The naughty child gave 
poor dad a young shibobo to 
the applause of everyone.

“I simply wanted to get past 
him,” the soft-spoken Toki says 
with her trademark modesty. 
“When it happened, I heard him 
saying ‘don’t do it’. I guess he 
knew what I was going to do and 
everyone ended up laughing that 
‘your daughter dribbled you’. I 
was not embarrassing him or 
showing off, I was just enjoying 
myself.” Her younger brother, 
Ayanda, remembers the day. 
While he may not have witnessed 
the unthinkable occurrence, he 
heard the two chuckling about it 
once they got home.

“When they got home they were 
having a chuckle about it,” Ayan-
da says. If dad ever had reserva-
tions that his only daughter was a 
gifted diski queen, then that was 
the moment it all changed.

Naturally, it wasn’t an easy 
thing to accept for mom, who was 
also a teacher. Perhaps that is the 
reason she handed her countless 
beatings for missing her 18h00 
curfew because of training ses-
sions. “I had to get good grades at 
school to convince mom that I 
could do both,” she says.

“She would go home and quick-
ly change and then rush to the 
field. Her jog to the ground was 
actually her warm up,” adds 
Ayanda.

Amanda Dlamini

When a 
teacher found out about trials at 
Durban Ladies in 2004, he alerted 
Dlamini and everyone started rais-
ing funds to buy her soccer boots 
and help her travel there.

The next thing she was on a two-
hour bus ride to eThekwini. Little 
did she know her life was about to 
take a stunning turn, thanks to foot-
ball.

Mpumi Nyandeni, who came 
through the ranks of Mpumalan-
ga-based Detroit Ladies, first saw 
her shortly after joining Durban 
Ladies. 

The former Banyana Banyana 
midfield ace says the pint-sized 
Dlamini operated with ferocious 
pace on the right wing. 

The 33-year-old midfielder 
stresses the need to balance educa-
tion and sport. After watching the 
just-ended Olympics recently, she 
just couldn’t help but wonder what 
would have happened if she had 
pursued athletics instead.

Nonetheless, she is grateful for 
her football journey and admits she 
wouldn’t be where she is had it not 
been for the beautiful game.


