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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Gauteng RTMC making 
progress in driver’s license 

renewal

See Page 4

Traffic Management Corporation (RTMC) and the Driving 
License Card Account (DLCA) has made progress to address 
the backlog for license renewals over the past two weeks, to 
address the backlog.

Gauteng police recovered 11 stolen vehicles in Pretoria
See Page 2

Gauteng police have been working tirelessly to curb the increasing number of stolen and hijacked vehicles in the province, this 
time around resulted in the recovery of 11 stolen vehicles after operations conducted in Pretoria North, Montana and Sinoville 
in Tshwane District.
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See Page 6
Sthenic Clinic to release his album
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Musician Olpha 
“Gee Six Five” 

Selepe has died
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Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

What are the chances of a rob-
ber attempting to dispossess 
a victim of their valuables 

only to find that this supposed victim is 
actually a policeman. That’s what hap-
pened to two suspects aged 23 and 28 
recently when they thought they had hit 
the jackpot. The two suspects were 
caught by patrolling officers knocking 
on the window of a white vehicle which 
happened to be driven by JMPD offic-
ers. 
“The incident occurred on corner Noord 
and Wanderers Streets at about 2pm. 
Upon realizing that the vehicle they 
were attempting to break into was actu-
ally a police car the suspects then made 
a run for it. Patrolling officers had al-

ready seen the whole crime unfold and 
decided to give chase”, explains Cap-
tain Xoli Mbele.
The botched robbery chase only lasted 
a short while before both suspects were 
apprehended. A toy gun as well as a 
knife were found on the suspects. They 
appeared at the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court on Monday, 28th January.

On Tuesday evening, 28 January, 
police arrested two men aged 
37 and 38 for being in posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, ammuni-
tion and a hijacked vehicle. The arrest 
occurred at corner Bree and Claims 
Streets at 20:30 while police were busy 
with their daily patrolling. 
“The police had received a tip about a 
white VW Polo Vivo that was hijacked 
in Betrams and were on the lookout. 
They spotted the vehicle with the exact 
same description, at the above address, 
from the tip and proceeded to stop and 
search it”, says Captain Xoli Mbele of 
the SAPS.
The suspects were asked to exit the 
vehicle and police discovered a firearm 
without a serial number and live 
rounds. The investigation is currently 
underway and the suspects appeared at 
the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 

on Thursday, 30 January.

A 23-year-old female was 
allegedly raped by a male 
companion who had offered 

her a place to stay after she got evicted 
from her flat. The incident occurred at 
the suspect’s apartment at Charlie 
Stone Flats on corner Delvers and 
Commissioner Streets.
“The victim was kicked out of her flat 
by the landlord earlier on in the day 
and found assistance from a male 
friend of hers who offered her shelter. 
As she was sleeping the suspect then 
woke her up at 01:30 and demanded 
sex from her”, says Captain Xoli 
Mbele.
The suspect then commanded her to 
take off her clothes but she refused and 
was met with a flurry of violent threats. 

He then took her cellphone and pro-
ceeded to undress her before forcing 
himself on her.

The police were alerted about the rape 
by the victim, who went to the police 
station the next morning, after manag-
ing to sneak out of the apartment. She 
led officers to where the suspect was 
and his arrest was imminent.                                                                                                                                        
                               
 

Robbers embarrassed
by cops

Random
 patrol

 results 
in 

big bust

Friend arrested for rape

Criminals never seem to take a 
day off and with the increased 
police presence, in town, it 

appears that the pressure is beginning 
to take its toll on them. The Johannes-
burg Central Motor bike squad found 
themselves arresting brazen criminals 
while randomly patrolling in Newtown 
on Thursday morning, 23 January. The 
Motor bike squad was patrolling at 
Gwigwi Mrwebi Street at 10:45 when 
they saw a silver double cab Toyota 
Raider, with four occupants, parked 
adjacent to a grey Golf 7R. 

The occupants went inside one of the 
stores to buy some refreshments before 
heading out and driving off in the 
Toyota Raider. The Raider then came 
back to where they were parked and at 
this point the squad called for backup. 
When backup arrived the officers 
approached the vehicle and ordered the 
suspects to come out. 
“Upon frisking the suspects a licensed 
firearm was discovered on one of them. 
A white Mercedes Benz, driven by 
another suspect, was compared by 
officers through radio control with one 
that had been reported stolen. It 
matched the stolen vehicle that was 
reported by the owner in November 
2019 with case number 1257/11/2019 
JHB Central”, elaborated Captain Xoli 
Mbele of the SAPS.
A bag was discovered in the back seat 
of the white Mercedes Benz containing 
a rifle and a pistol with live rounds. All 
six suspects were arrested for being in 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. In total the suspects were 
also in possession of four cars which 
included the Mercedes Benz, Golf 7 R 
and two Toyota double cabs. The 
criminals will be remanded in custody 
until next week Monday.

Polo Vivo hijackers intercepted by police 
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Stay at home if you feel unwell. 
If you have a fever, cough and 

difficulty breathing, seek medical 
attention and call in advance.

IMPORTANT

Gauteng police recovered 11 
stolen vehicles in Pretoria

Views & Comments

Gauteng police have 
been working tire-
lessly to curb the in-
creasing number of 

stolen and hijacked vehicles in 
the province, this time around 
resulted in the recovery of 11 
stolen vehicles after operations 
conducted in Pretoria North, 
Montana and Sinoville in 
Tshwane District.

A joint intelligence-led opera-
tion saw a multi-disciplinary 
team on Tuesday, 08 December 
2020 pounce on three addresses 
in different areas of Pretoria, 
where police operationalised in-
formation about a suspected re-
cipient of stolen vehicles.

At the first address in Pretoria 
North, a makeshift park-and-
sell facility, the team after a 
search on the premises, found 
and seized a Nissan NP200 re-
ported stolen at Lyttleton SAPS 
in October this year. Also seized 
were a BMW 5-series reported 
stolen at Soshanguve last month 
(November 2020), and a Toyota 
Fortuner with a tampered vehi-
cle identification number 
(VIN).

Four more vehicles were 
seized from the second address, 
the alleged receiver’s home in 
Montana. A Renault Sandero, 
an Audi A4, a VW Polo, and a 
Toyota Etios sought as per cases 
reported at Sunnyside (Decem-
ber 2020), Temba (December 
2020), Mamelodi (July 2017), 
and at Brooklyn (November 
2020) respectively.

At the third premises, another 
makeshift park-and-sell facility 
on Sefako Makgatho Drive in 
Sinoville, the team after search-
ing the place seized four more 
sought vehicles, bringing the to-
tal to 11. A Nissan NP200 
sought as per case reported at 
Rietgat SAPS earlier this 
month, a Hyundai H11 sought 
as per case reported at Krugers-
dorp in July 2020, a Renault 
Kwid reported stolen at Sos-

Fifty-four-year old man gunned down in Alex hostel

A 54-year old man was shot 
dead on Wednesday night 
by unknown suspects in 
his doorstep at Nobuhle 

hostel, 6th Avenue in Alexandra. It is 
alleged the deceased, Dlangamandla 
Xaba was a taxi owner and a hostel 
headman at Nobuhle hostel.

Dlangamandla’s elder brother, Mpi-
si Xaba says it is hard for him to ac-
cept the tragic death of his brother.

Xaba added that his brother will be 
laid to rest in his hometown of La-

dysmith in KwaZulu-Natal, however, 
they are yet to finalise the date.

Alexandra Police spokesperson, 
Sergeant Mbatha says a murder case 
has been opened.

The latest killings in the area comes 
despite police proclaiming to manage 
the curbing the spate of killings in the 
area, including that of two men who 
were reported to have been killed in 
the area.

By Johanna Molokomme

hanguve in October 2020, and 
a Hyundai H100 with tam-
pered vehicle identification. 
The alleged receiver, a Paki-
stani national, and his employ-
er, a 47-year old Zimbabwean 
national were arrested and will 
appear before the Pretoria 
North Magistrate Court on 
Thursday, 10 December 2020 
on charges of possession of 
stolen and or hijacked motor 
vehicles; while investigations 
are underway to determine the 
legality of their presence in the 
country.

Gauteng Commissioner of 

police, Lieutenant General 
Elias Mawela has commended 
the value-adding collaboration 
by the SAPS (Pretoria West 
Vehicle Crime Unit, Pretoria 
K9, and Sinoville Detectives), 
the DPCI (Hawks TOMS), 
Gauteng Traffic Police (Satu-
ration Unit) and private sector 
stakeholders (DataDot, Track-
er Connect and the Insurance 
Crime Bureau).

“Our biggest successes this 
past year, in response to our 
concerted efforts to reduce the 
high volumes of hijackings in 
the province, have emanated 

from our strengthened partner-
ship with other law enforce-
ment agencies and private 
stakeholders. We will therefore 
continue on this trajectory in 
our strife to disrupt the market 
for stolen and hijacked vehicles 
that often come at the expense 
of the lives of innocent vic-
tims,” remarked Lieutenant 
General Mawela in appreciation 
of the successful operation.

This festive season, potential 
second-hand car buyers are cau-
tioned to avoid what would 
seem to be unusually cheap 
prices from some dealerships, 
and rather shop or buy from es-
tablished, reputable dealerships 
lest they find themselves get-
ting arrested for possession of 
stolen or hijacked vehicles.

Such intelligence-led opera-
tions will continue alongside 
the safer festive season opera-
tions as police work hard to 
tighten the grip on crime.

By Johanna Molokomme
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Accumulated funds and reserves grew at an average rate of 7,5% 
during the period 2011-2020. We remain committed to ensuring 
peace of mind and a secure future for our members. Tomorrow 
shouldn’t be a worry when today is done right.

GROWTH OVER 10 YEARS
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THE NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE 
A TOOL TO CLOSE THE WAGE GAP 
AND TO OVERCOME POVERTY

 DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR, WORKING FOR YOU

IS YOUR EMPLOYER PAYING YOU THE NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE?

If you are not paid the national minimum wage of R20.76 per hour
• R18.68 per hour for farm and forestry workers 
• R15.57 per hour for domestic workers 
• R11.42 per hour for workers under the Expanded Public Works Programme
then dial the FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE.

FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE:  *134*305# 
DIAL THE FREE IMPIMPA HOTLINE AND FOLLOW THE PROMPTS

Joshco to invest R1.3 BILLION 
on rental units

The Johannesburg So-
cial Housing Compa-
ny (Joshco) will in-
vest over R1.3 billion 

to develop 2 920 social and af-
fordable rental units in the city. 
This was announced by a Mem-
ber of the Mayoral Committee 
for Housing Cllr Mlungisi Ma-
baso recently. They aimed at 
serving families whose total 
household income is between 
R3 500 and R15 000 a month.

It will break ground at four 
sites located in Rivonia, 
Northriding, Diepsloot/Steyn 
City and Jeppestown within a 
few weeks. Its mandate is to 
provide and manage social and 
affordable rental housing for the 
lower income market. Joshco 
has resolved to explore these 
economic hubs and suburban 

market offerings by branching 
in areas such as Midrand, Rand-
burg and Fourways.

This will yield significant cost 
and time reduction for the lower 
income earning residents in the 
peripheries traveling around 
25km on average to their place 
of work.    Mabaso says Joshco 
has also invested in student ac-
commodation.

“Next month will see the 
launch of Joshco’s first student 
accommodation project yield-
ing 193 beds. This follows the 
higher education sector’s un-
precedented growing demand 
for student accommodation. 
Joshco has observed that a lim-
ited number of students stay on 
campus and that the existing 
student accommodation market 
is unable to cope with the de-
mand,”

“This creates a huge off-cam-

pus accommodation market, 
compelling many students to 
live as backyard dwellers or be-
come the victim of unregistered 
landlords who charge exorbitant 
rental amounts.  Joshco aims to 
bridge the gap in the student ac-
commodation sector in Joburg,” 
says MMC Mabaso.

The other demand since the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 pan-
demic has been on metros seek-
ing to de-densify informal set-
tlements. They also seek to 
provide alternative accommo-
dation to relocate residents from 
Covid-19 hotspots to safer, hy-
gienic areas.

Applicants can now send 
#HEITAJOSHCO to

066 511 7139 and they will re-
ceive an automatic response 
that details the rental properties 
that have unit vacancies.

Traffic Management Corporation (RTMC) and the Driving 
License Card Account (DLCA) has made progress to ad-
dress the backlog for license renewals over the past two 
weeks, to address the backlog.

Gauteng MEC for Public Transport and Roads Infrastructure, Jacob 
Mamabolo, has expressed satisfaction with the progress that has been 
made in dealing with the backlog.

 “I am pleased with how the department and our partners have re-
sponded to the measures we have introduced. In just two weeks, we 
have substantially increased the number of available slots,” the MEC 
said on Monday.

He made these remarks after a meeting to assess progress made fol-
lowing the 16 November 2020 decision for Driver Testing Licensing 
Centres (DLTCs) in the province to dedicate 70% of booking slots and 
capacity towards driving license renewals.

Over the month of November 2020, the department noted an in-
crease in the availability of booking slots to more than 80 000, up 
from over 50 000 slots that were available in the month of October.

More than 51 000 people managed to renew their driver’s license 
cards in November compared to 31 000 in the month of October.

“We also note the recent extension of the grace period for individuals 
whose driver’s license validity was affected by the COVID-19 lock-
down between March and August 2020. We, however, urge driver’s 
license holders not to wait till the late hour to renew their driver’s li-
censes,” Mamabolo said.

Government recently granted a further grace period until next year 
for learner’s licences, driving licence cards, temporary driving licenc-
es and professional driving permits that expired at the beginning of the 
lockdown.

All learner’s licences, driving licence cards, temporary driving li-
cences and professional driving permits that expired during the period 
that commenced from 26 March 2020, up to and including 31 Decem-
ber 2020 are deemed to be valid and their validity periods are extend-
ed for a further grace period ending on 31 August 2021.

As part of the new measures to deal with the backlog, the department 
together with its partners will introduce mobile DLTCs across all five 
developmental corridors of the Gauteng City Region.

In addition, the department has extended the working hours for all 
provincial DLTC’s, allowing them to open on Saturdays and Sundays.

“We are aware of the trend that seems to be developing where people 
fail to honour their appointments. We are availing more capacity for 
the renewal of driver’s licenses so that we decisively address the back-
logs. As such, our DLTCs will be open during the festive season,” the 
MEC said.

The department is also finalising the appointment of a company that 
will conduct a forensic investigation into allegations of corruption and 
bribery at DLTCs. 

By Johanna Molokomme

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

Applicants can now send #HEITAJOSHCO to 066 511 7139 and they will receive 
an automatic response that details the rental properties that have unit vacancies

Gauteng RTMC making progress in 
driver’s license renewal
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The 65-year-old musician 
Olpha Selepe, also known 
as “Gee Six Five” has died 

weeks after she has gifted South 
Africans with her Obani Labantu, 
which is in the category of Amapi-
ano.

Her niece Sbu Mpungose, for-
mer editor of Cosmopolitan, Bona 
and True Love confirmed her the 
sad news in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning. She wrote 
in a short statement on twitter.

 “My beloved aunt, MumNcane 
who many of you know as Gee 
Six Five, is no more. She dis-
played leadership throughout her 
life, was the epitome of fearless-
ness and inspired many with her 
single Obani Labantu. Mthiya, 
Shandu kaNdaba, Sontshikazi. 
RIP Gee Six Five.”

In an interview with Trending 
SA, with her new single, Gee Six 
Five wanted to share a message 
about jealousy.

“When I composed this song, I 
wanted to address a question that 
people are always thinking: ‘Who 
are these people talking about 
me?’ You know, who are these 
jealous people, who are these 
people laughing at me? So I want-
ed to send a message”

She recently received her Mas-
ters and was working towards her 
PhD at the time of her passing.

Friends, family and fans have 
flooded social media with tributes 
to the star and messages of condo-
lences to her family.

Musician Olpha “Gee Six Five” 
Selepe has died

The 65-year-old musician Olpha 

Selepe, also known as “Gee Six 
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and True Love confirmed her the 
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played leadership throughout her 
life, was the epitome of fearless-
ness and inspired many with her 
single Obani Labantu. Mthiya, 
Shandu kaNdaba, Sontshikazi. 
RIP Gee Six Five.”

In an interview with Trending 
SA, with her new single, Gee Six 
Five wanted to share a message 
about jealousy.

“When I composed this song, I 
wanted to address a question that 
people are always thinking: ‘Who 
are these people talking about 
me?’ You know, who are these 
jealous people, who are these 
people laughing at me? So I want-
ed to send a message”

She recently received her Mas-
ter’s and was working towards 
her PhD at the time of her pass-
ing.

Friends, family and fans have 
flooded social media with tributes 
to the star and messages of condo-
lences to her family.

Details surrounding her death is 
still unknown this point.

Details surrounding her death is 
still unknown this point.

Sthenic Clinic to release his 
album early next year

By Ntsoaki Toloane

Musician Olpha 
“Gee Six Five” 

Selepe has died
By Johanna Molokomme

A 30 year old Soweto 
based hip hop artist, 
Chiawelo radio 

presenter and actor Vincent 
Sthembiso Sibiya known as 
‘Sthenic Clinic’ is releasing 
his album named ‘life issues’ 
early next year.

Sibiya who is a  director of 
SVSDSIDE Entertainment 
said he is also a producer and 
presenter of afternoon drive 
show called “KasRasLocal 
Top 20” on the radio, during 
weekdays from 3:00 pm to 
6:00pm.

“The show’s target is to 
introduce new talents in the 
industry and talks about 
everything that has to do with 
entertainment. I started being 
active in the creative industry 
since 2004 when performing 
at Valentine’s Day event, 
during my school days at 
Lilydale Primary School. 
Since then I never looked 
back as an entertainer but did 
much as a musician to the 
extent that I formed a hip hop 
and kwaito music group 
called ‘DSIDE’.  We did 
community projects as a 
movement until I 
matriculated”, he said.

Sibiya added that in 2010, 
he went solo and created the 
Sthenic brand whereby he 
entered a talent search 
competition in Protea 
Gardens Mall.

“I won the third award on 
the solo category from that 
talent search and there were 
25 artists competing. I later 
performed in Fan Park at 
Elka stadium, at Newtown 
for World Cup and also at 
Maponya mall on gigs by 
Soweto Focus point. In 2011 
I introduced my single 
Emelly which played on 
radio stations such as YFM, 
VUT FM, Thetha FM, 
Tshwane FM, Westside FM 
and my hit Ntombazane 

played on Soweto TV 
street radio”, he added.

Sibiya said from 2011 they 
foundedLoGGin a 
movement where 
he worked until 
2014. He added 
that they did 
YOTV, LATE 
MATE ON 
Soweto TV, 
Soweto Festival, 
Soweto Securex 
Tour, Soweto 
Festival of lights, 
Panyaza 707 and 
BOK Town in 
Orlando stadium 
representing National 
rugby team with the likes 
of Bricks, PRO, Red 
Button, Izinyoka and Dj 
Sbu. 

“Our music video 
played on Soweto tv, 
Channel O Crispy fresh 
and hit Jamming party. I 
got profiled by South 
African Lotto and Lotto 
Plus for being an active 
young leader. My 
entertainment career in 
music and acting was 
honored as a guest who 
pressed millions of 
buttons. Popayi 
and Spinach 

entertainment 
trained me as an 
actor and I appeared on 
ZONE 14 at SABC 1. 
I also acted on Avengers 
Age of Ultron by Marvel 
Studios that was released 
worldwide in 2015. I was 
featured on the scene shot in 
Johannesburg, alongside 
Hollywood stars”, he said.

Sibiya said he is currently 
focusing on his single hit 626 

which will be followed by 
hit BOB this festive 
Season. He has an awareness 
song of Arrive Alive with 
Phuza wise and can be reached 
on social media platforms such 
as Facebook: Sthembiso 
Sthenic, Twitter and instagram:

 @sthenic_clinic.

Sthembiso Sibiya 
known as 

‘Sthenic Clinic’

Gauteng News 
says:

“No to 
Gender Based 

Violence
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As schools 
enter their 
third week of 
learning 
disgruntled 
parents at La 
Rochelle 
Primary 
School took 
to the Gaut-
eng Depart-
ment of 
Education’s 
offices in 
protest.

Disgruntled parents protest 
for their children’s future

In the past couple of days there has been an array of social media circulated rumours suggesting that the Department of Home affairs intends to do away with the green 
bar coded ID book
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Right ePharmacy improved collect and Go smart lockers

Right ePharmacy has im-
proved the collect and 
go smart lockers for 
chronic medication in 

Gauteng. Patients with chronic 
medical conditions can now quick-
ly collect their monthly medicine 
from a smart locker when and 
where it suits them. This was an-
nounced by Right ePharmacy re-
cently.

Collect and go smart lockers is an 
introduction following the popular 
ATM pharmacies that were imple-
mented by Right ePharmacy in 
2018. Collect and go smart locker 
sites have been set up at 39 sites in 
Gauteng. Gauteng team lead for 
collect and go Sifiso Shabangu, 
says that collect and go smart lock-
er will assist patients on chronic 
meds.

“If you have a condition such as 
asthma, HIV/Aids, diabetes or high 
blood pressure, and you need regu-
lar medication, Collect and Go will 
help you stay on your medicine so 
that you can stay healthy and live a 
full productive life.”

“It’s really easy to use, but you 
have to register at your clinic. 
Speak to your healthcare worker. If 

your condition is stable, they will 
register you.” Shabangu added. 

Right ePharmacy PR consultant 
Tshilidzi Matidza, said that im-
proving the collect and go smart 
lockers made it convenient for the 

people.
“No more long queues or taking 

time off from work to collect med-
ication, you choose your locker lo-
cation. You can ask a family mem-
ber to collect the parcel on your 

behalf – they just need your one-
time pin; it does not cost you any-
thing. Social distancing is easy, 
protecting you from Covid-19, thus 
having a safe and easy to use ser-
vice,” Matidza said. 

By Staff  Reporter

Gauteng’s ATM pharmacies are 
located in areas such as Soweto at 
Baragwanath Mall in Diepsloot 
and Ndofaya Mall in Meadow-
lands. These various collection op-
tions help patients stay on their 
treatment by making medicine col-
lection easy. 

To find out more about Collect & 
Go or to find the site closest to you, 
contact 080 111 2228 or visit 

www.collectandgo.co.za.

Collect and go smart lockers is an introduction following the popular ATM 
pharmacies that were implemented by Right ePharmacy in 2018
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Two children die and one 
survives in Kliptown river

Three children aged be-
tween 13 and 14 were 
swimming in the Klip-
town river in Soweto 

today when they drowned, two 
died on the scene and one sur-
vived.

The deceased are a boy and a 
girl while the survivor is current-
ly receiving medical treatment at 
Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospi-

tal. 
Johannesburg City Develop-

ment manager MMC Margaret 
Arnolds warned the community 
to be vigilant and avoid swim-
ming in rivers or lakes as the 
temperature is too high.

“I will make sure that commu-
nities have access to the city’s 
low-lying swimming pools. Par-
ents should be careful with their 

children. They should not swim 
in the lakes or rivers because it is 
dangerous. Children pay money 
to access swimming pools and 
some do not have money. That is 
why they decide to go and swim 
in rivers or lakes”, she added.

Arnolds said the government 
should do something to avoid in-
cidents such as children drown-
ing in rivers.

By Staff  Reporter

Bushiri supporters blocks road in support of their pastor

Self-proclaimed Prophet, Shep-

herd Bushiri and his wife Mary, 
are expected to find out if they 
will be released on bail.

Bushiri handed himself over 
to the police on Tuesday, while 
his wife, Mary, was arrested. 

The couple, together with 
their co-accused were arrested 
last week and face charges in-
cluding fraud and money laun-
dering to the tune of R102 mil-
lion.

A part of Francis Baard 
Street has been blocked off to 
traffic as Bushiri’s supporters 
converge in front of the court 
building, praying for their 
leader.

Meanwhile another group 
has gathered dressed in ANC 
regalia, saying they want 
Bushiri out.

“We are here to demand our 
father be out,” protestors 
chanted.

By Thembi Rowen Siaga

BIC gives SMMEs an opportunity 
to win prizes worth R1.3 million

Eskom Development 
Foundation’s Busi-
ness Investment Com-
petition (BIC) is giv-

ing SMME businesses from 
across the country, an opportuni-
ty to enter a competition from 4 
December 2020 until 31 January 
2021 midnight and stands a 
chance to win prizes worth R1.3 
million.

CEO of Eskom Development 
Foundation Cecil Ramonotsi 
said businesses should be regis-
tered, black-owned, medium en-

terprises and have been operat-
ing for two years or more.

“BIC gives South African 
SMMEs owners a platform to 
become part of community 
like-minded entrepreneurs, in or-
der to build on their businesses’ 
solid foundation and realise their 
potential. GEN 22 on Sloane has 
reported that over 55 000 
SMMEs in South Africa will not 
survive the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. GEN 22 offers start-
ups funding opportunities and 
access to markets”, said Ra-
monotsi.

Ramonotsi said their main pur-

pose with the BIC is to boost en-
terprise development in a year 
that small businesses have en-

countered challenges, been 
stretched and some decimated 
due to corona.

“Eskom has been running BIC 
for 12 years with an aim to rec-
ognise, reward and boost small 
businesses that are contributing 
to skills development, job crea-
tion and economic growth. The 
competition is open to enterpris-
es operating in the manufactur-
ing, engineering, construction, 
trade or services and agriculture 
sectors”, he added.

Ramonotsi said the overall 
winner will walk away with a 
grand prize of R300 000, as well 

as additional business training 
once the competition is over. He 
added that each of the four sector 
winners will also go home with 
R125 000, while first and second 
runners receive will get R75 000 
and R50 000 respectively.

“All BIC finalists will have an 
opportunity to attend a business 
connect webinar taking place in 
March 2021. It is a platform 
aimed to give businesses an op-
portunity to network with other 
small businesses and be exposed 
to business experts in different 
fields. To enter the competition, 
visit www.eskombic.co.za,” he 
said.

By Ntsoaki Toloane

Applicants are given until February 
to appeal reject 350 claims

The COVID-19 Social 
Relief of Distress 
Grant recipients has 
until the end of Febru-

ary next year to launch an ap-
peal for rejected applications.

According to the South Afri-
can Social Security Agency 
(SASSA), these are applications 
made during the extension peri-
od, between November 2020 
and January 2021.

Meanwhile, the SASSA has 
reminded citizens that the R350 
grants will only be paid until the 
end of January 2021.

“SASSA has determined a 
cut-off date for lodging appeals 
in respect of declined COV-
ID-19 Social Relief of Distress 
Grants. The purpose is to 
strengthen administrative con-

trols in the management of this 
grant and to give effect to a con-
ducive environment for ac-
counting,” the agency ex-
plained.

The recipients can send their 
grievances through 

https//srd.sassa.gov.za or by 
sending an email to the 

covid19appeals@sassa.gov.za 
on or before 28 February 2021.

“All appeals will be consid-
ered and appellants will be pro-
vided with feedback,” SASSA 
said.

The applicants are requested 
to provide reasons why they 
think the SASSA decision was 
incorrect or provide motivation 
when lodging their complaints.

“All appeals will be treated 
fairly and transparently to en-
sure a high standard of adminis-

By Johanna Molokomme

trative justice is maintained in 
the administration of grants.”

However, according to SAS-
SA, declined applicants who al-
ready lodged appeals need not 
re-apply nor re-appeal.

“SASSA will send them the 
outcome of their appeals 
through SMS. Appellants are 
requested not to send attach-
ments when lodging their ap-
peals.”

Recipients can send their grievances 
through 

https//srd.sassa.gov.za or by sending an 
email to the 

covid19appeals@sassa.gov.za on or 
before 28 February 2021.

The overall winner will 
walk away with a grand 

prize of 
R300 000, as well as 
additional business 
training once the 

competition is over
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The legendary former Kaizer 
Chiefs midfielder Doctor Khum-
alo, affectionately known to his 

fans as 16 V, might be returning to his 
home team. Khumalo left Chiefs in 
2017 in search of greener pastures and a 
new role as technical director at Baroka 
FC. In 2018, however, Baroka decided 
to make changes to the technical team 
which left Khumalo without a job and 
he had to return to television as a soccer 
analyst.
Khumalo was also part of the recent 
Kaizer Chiefs 50th anniversary celebra-
tions and sparked even more rumours of 
his return. The good doc also mentioned 
that being invited to the team’s anniver-
sary celebrations was a reflection of 
their good relationship all these years.
Khumalo enjoyed success as a player 
for Chiefs having started in their 
development phase as a young football-
er and moving up to the first team 
where he was regularly played. His 
extreme fitness and tirelessness on the 
field led to his fans giving him the 

nickname ’16 Valve’ which seemed 
appropriate for the star player 
who displayed immense 
stamina.
With a 
plethora 
of 
accolades 
including 
Footballer of the 
year in 1992, 
aged 25, Khum-
alo has definitely 
contributed 
immensely to the 
team that gave 
him his first shot 
at professional 
soccer. 
Having 
spent 
17 

years at Chiefs his loyalty is unques-
tionable and seems to be 

rubbing off on current 
players who have since 

renewed their con-
tracts with Amak-
hosi.
Striker Bernard 
Parker and mid-
fielder Willard 

Katsande extended 
both joined Amakhosi 

in 2011 and are head-
ing for 10 years at 
Kaizer Chiefs. Their 
contracts were extended 

by one season 
ending in 2021.
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Doctor Khumalo might return to 
Kaizer Chiefs

Khumalo was 
also part of the 
recent Kaizer 

Chiefs 50th an-
niversary cel-
ebrations and 
sparked even 

more rumours 
of his return
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Three sisters with a guitar in hand

When the idea of a solo artist filling up a venue 
comes to mind, more often than not, we asso-
ciate the feat with an international male art-
ist. What if a local woman was given the op-

portunity or, better yet, three talented ladies who personify 
the title ‘musician’ by being able to play a musical instru-
ment and engage their audience. 

That’s exactly what producer and founder Thato Radebe 
had in mind when he conceptualized Sisters with guitars-
headlined by songstresses Zahara, Berita and Msaki. 
S’neMthabela caught up with him to find out more about the 
show and its inception. “I wanted to give female artists in the 
music industry an opportunity to have space [within a set] 
and showcase their talent. I felt as if we don’t give them a 
[bigger] platform to shine”, he explains. It took him four 
years to save up for this event before it came to fruition after 
being blown away by seeing Zahara’s performance, during 
her Loliwe days, and realizing that the songstress had more 
to offer but time constraints were against her.    

When asked about the three vocalists he had specifically 
chosen for the show his answer is that of an individual who 
has done thorough research. “Initially I was thinking about 
Zahara because she first blew onto the scene before every-
one else. When I came across Msaki and Berita all their 
styles [collectively] sounded similar and reminded me of 
Tracy Chapman, especially the way they tell their stories”, 
he says. 

With the show being the first of its kind and having taken 

place on the valentine’s weekend, at Emperor’s 
Palace, an atmosphere of excitement was evident. 
Apart from giving these songstresses a platform to 
shine the main objective is to promote female art-
ists, in general, and create more shows of this ca-
liber. “I think after Sisters with guitars you’ll see 
more shows similar to this one because people are 
always looking for something different when it 
comes to live performances”, he concluded.

Zahara Msaki

Berita

Amajimbos qualify for AFCON

The U/17 national team 
(Amajimbos) has quali-
fied for the Junior AF-
CON tournament in 

Morocco next year in July despite 
going down 1-0 to rivals Zambia in 
Port Elizabeth.

The two teams will lock horns 
again on Sunday for the COSAFA 
u17 boys’ zonal qualifiers gold 
medal contest.

SAFA President Dr Danny Jor-
daan who is in Egypt for the CAF 
Champions League final, said the 
first objective of AFCON qualifi-
cation had been achieved.

‘’The AFCON tournament in 
Morocco will serve as qualification 
for the FIFA Junior u/17 World 
Cup. This qualification under-
scores SAFA’s Vision 2022 of see-
ing most, if not all of our national 
teams qualifying for major tourna-
ments,’’ said Dr Jordaan.

Meanwhile, the u/17 women’s 
national team is a match away from 
qualifying for the FIFA World Cup 
while their u/20 counterparts need 
to negotiate three games to qualify 
for the World Cup as well.

‘’The u23 qualified for the Tokyo 
Olympics and will be one of the 
three African teams that will repre-
sent the continent in Japan, while 
COSAFA Champions Banyana 
Banyana will start the CAF AF-
CON qualifiers next year buoyed 
by their terrific recent form which 
has seen them win the regional 
tournament for the fourth consecu-
tive year.’’

Dr Jordaan said Bafana Bafana 
are in a good position to qualify for 
Cameroon AFCON tournament as 
they lie second in their Group with 
the same number of points as lead-
ers Ghana whom they meet in the 
penultimate match before travel-
ling to Sudan for the final encoun-
ter.

‘’It has been some eventful year 
on the field of play with JVW and 
MaIndies being promoted to the 
SAFA Women Super League while 
Bizana Pondo Chiefs and Pretoria 
Callies were promoted from ABC 
Motsepe League to the National 
First Division, a phenomenal 
achievement,’’ said the SAFA Pres-
ident.

“The u23 qualified for the Tokyo Olympics and 
will be one of the three African teams that will 

represent the continent in Japan”

live boxing action 
LINED-up on SuperSport

SuperSport viewers 
have plenty of live 
championship box-

ing to look forward to on 
Sunday 13 December and 
Saturday 19 December.

South Africa’s Moruti 
Mthalane defends his IBF 
flyweight belt against Ja-
son Mama at the Olive 
Convention Centre in Dur-
ban on Sunday afternoon, and in the 
early hours of Sunday morning, Non-
ito Donaire faces Emmanuel Rodri-
guez in a clash for the vacant WBC 
bantamweight belt at the Mohegan 
Sun Casino in Uncasville, USA.

There is more live action for view-
ers on Saturday 19 December from 
Emperors Palace near Kempton Park 
when another bumper tournament is 
headed by IBO cruiserweight cham-
pion Keven Lerena against American 
Patrick Ferguson in a non-title fight 
at a weight limit of 96kg, over ten 
rounds.

The 38-year-old Mthalane (39-2; 
26) (alias Baby Face), who has a 
strong claim to being South Africa’s 
No 1 flyweight of all time, makes the 
fourth defence of his IBF belt in his 
second reign as IBF champion, when 
he meets the mandatory challenger 
Jason Masucal Mama (15-0; 8) from 
the Philippines.

The champion, who has a record of 
39-2; 26, will be having his first 

world title fight in his hometown and 
his first fight since 23 December last 
year. The 23-year-old Mama (alias 
Smasher), who made his pro debut 
on 13 February, 2016, will be step-
ping up in class as he has fought 
mostly in the Philippines, with two 
fights in China against local opposi-
tion.

The vastly experienced Nonito 
“The Filipino Flash” Donaire (40-6; 
26), the mandatory challenger, was 
originally scheduled to meet WBC 
bantamweight champion Nordine 
Oubaali but because of visa issues 
Oubaali was unable to travel.

The WBC have now sanctioned the 
fight between former IBF champion 
Emmanuel Rodriguez (19-1; 12), 
who listed at No 4 in their ratings, 
against Donaire for the vacant WBC 
bantamweight title.

The French champion Oubaali (17-
0; 12) is now to be listed as the cham-
pion in recess and the winner must 
fight Oubaali when it is possible.


