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Abantu 
Book 
Festival 
2019 held 
their fruitful 
annual 
journey for 
Black 
authors, 
writers and 
poets under 
one roof at 
Eyethu and 
Soweto 
Theatre 
recently.

Most wanted suspects apprehended by Moroka police 

Abantu Book Festival 
celebrating African authors

Two male suspects appeared in Protea Magistrate Court on Monday after they were arrested by the Moroka police on Sunday night at Chiawelo 
and Mapetla, Soweto. 

Email: info@masanabc.com

“The fight against 
gender-based violence 

requires all of us”
Faith Mazibuko
Gauteng MEC for Community Safety 
Faith Mazibuko
Gauteng MEC for Community Safety 
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Essential Contact Information:
• Gender-Based Violence Command Center: 0800 428 428/ *120*7867# from any cell phone
•  Ikhaya Lethemba: 011 240 3600
• Women Abuse Helpline: 0800 150 150
• SAPS Crime Stop: 08600 10111
• Domestic Violence Helpline: 0800 333 177 /complaintsnodalpoint@saps.gov.za 
• Childline: 0800 055 555
• National Aids Helpline: 0800 222 777
• Suicide Helpline: 0800 567 576

The women of today are faced with a new struggle and 
that struggle is gender-based violence and femicide. 
Every day we hear of experiences of women and children 
who are raped or murdered. The scourge of gender-
based violence has become a reality in our communities 
and it is threatening to undo the gains of our hard-earned 
democracy.

Men and women must unite in the fight against the abuse 
and killing of women and children. When society is united, 
the prevention and the fight against gender-based violence 
will be intensified. 

Criminals and abusers live amongst us; they stay in our 
homes and they are our neighbors. We therefore need 
to bring back the principle of “Know your neighborhood”, 
where neighbors care about each other’s wellbeing and 
know who is staying in the area. Community members 
must take charge and report suspected criminals and 
abusers at their nearest police station. 

The fight against gender-based violence includes fighting 
all systematic forms of violence because violence does not 
occur in a vacuum, but rather in a society that condones 
and encourages it. The fight against gender-based 
violence and femicide requires a collective effort. We need 
to take charge of the safety of our women and children.
The Department of Community Safety has a mandate of 
creating a safe and secure province. The creation of a 
safe and secure province is supported by several outputs, 
which include fighting crimes of violence against women 

and children and social crime prevention. As the Gauteng 
government, we want to see an end to the abuse and 
killing of women and children. Therefore, we encourage 
men who feel that they can no longer handle being part of 
a family or no longer want to be with their partners to rather 
leave, than resort to killing their partners and children.

The provincial government also have crime prevention 
programmes to enhance the empowerment of victims 
across the Province, through the provision of a package 
of services such as counselling and medico-legal services 
at Ikhaya Lethemba, the Province’s flagship project in the 
battle against domestic violence and crimes against the 
most vulnerable members of our society.

Ikhaya Lethemba is the largest and most comprehensive 
one stop centre for gender based violence victims in the 
country and has assisted more than 16 800 women and 
children who are victims of gender based violence since 
its inception in March 2003 to date. Ikhaya Lethemba 
accommodates 120 women and children for a period of 
up to six months.

Services available at Ikhaya Lethemba
• Reception, Assessment and Referral services 
• short and long term adult and children counselling and 

therapeutic services 
• psychosocial interventions 
• medico legal services
• residential services 
• family justice support services 
• recreational and life skills
• skills development 
• early childhood services and schooling 
• child and youth care programmes 

Impact / benefits of Ikhaya Lethemba 
• Gender based violence support services is more accessible 
• Psycho-social support services at local level  
• Minimizing or elimination of secondary victimization 
• Uniformity in Professional Victim Support Services 
• Community involvement and participation which increase 

ownership 
• Decreasing time lines of reporting and receiving assistance  

Gender based violence is a societal problem and 
can only be eradicated if society work together. 
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Two male suspects appeared in 
Protea Magistrate Court on 
Monday after they were arrest-

ed by the Moroka police on Sunday 
night at Chiawelo and Mapetla, Sowe-
to. The suspects are the most wanted 
suspects in the station and they were ar-
rested for possession of unlicensed fire-
arms. Both suspects appeared before 
the court, however, they both had no le-
gal representation and they were ad-
vised by the judge to apply for legal 
aid, and the case was postponed. 

The two firearms were recov-
ered by the police officers, and 
the first suspect was for serious 
crimes including committing 
several murders in the Dobson-
ville area and the sec-
ond suspect is a dis-
abled suspect on a 
wheel chair. 

Gauteng News spoke to Captain Khosa 
spokesperson for Moroka Police Sta-
tion, “The suspect who is in a wheel-
chair is believed to be the driver of a 
minibus which is robbing people around 
Soweto. He was found with an unli-
censed firearm and the suspect in the 
wheelchair is not his first time he was in 
police custody.” 

The disabled suspect was arrested for 
murder of a foreign national shop keep-
er and the police officers of Moroka Po-

lice Station appeal to all victims 
of these suspects to come for-
ward in order to identify the 

suspects.  Currently suspects 
are facing charges of murder, 
attempted murder and pos-

session of unlicensed 
firearms and ammu-

nition. 

Recently Jabulani Police Station 
received a tip off call during the 
early hours of Saturday morn-

ing, informing police officers about a 
bomb at Jabulani Mall. Police officers 
went to the mall immediately and 
escorted the local shoppers to a safe 
place, and it is alleged that the mall 
unit experts inspected the place and 
declared Jabulani Mall as safe.
However, it is unclear whether the tip 
off was correct or not as the police 
officers are still investigating the 
matter, and the South African Police 
Service confirmed that the person who 
reported the bomb might face serious 
charges.
Local police confirmed that community 
members can relax and not panic as no 
bomb was found by the unit experts. 
Police officers warned that a criminal 

case will be opened against the inform-
ant who contacted the police about the 
false information. Gauteng News 
attempted to get hold of Captain Sifiso 
Mabizela, spokesperson of Jabulani 
Police Station but we were unable to 
get a comment. 

A 26-year-old Zimbabwean male 
Mlungisi Ndlovu was found 
guilty of murder in the Johan-

nesburg Magistrate Court on Friday. 
He was declared unfit to possess a 
firearm and subsequently sentenced to 
17 years in prison. 
Ndlovu is accused of stabbing 30-year-
old Palesa Zulu in the upper body on 
the 24th of February 2019. Paramedics 
certified her dead on the scene. The 
accused allegedly had an argument 
with the deceased before taking out a 
knife and stabbing her once in the 
chest.

“He ran away after stabbing her and 
police later tracked him down in 
Vosloorus where he was apprehended. 
The knife he had used in the murder 
was still covered in blood”, says 
Captain Xoli Mbele.  
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Most wanted suspects 
apprehended by Moroka police 

Armed robbery 
foiled for one 

suspect

Crime

17 years imprisonment for murder

Johannesburg
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A 24-year-old male suspect was ar-
rested by police for business 
robbery and being in possession 

of an unlicensed firearm alongside 
ammunition. The arrest took place at 
corner Delvers and Albertina Sisulu 
Streets on Saturday at 15:00. 
Four suspects allegedly robbed Lotto 
Wholesalers at corner Jeppe and Delvers 
Streets. They reportedly entered the shop 
and pretended to be shopping while one 
of them enquired about the pricing. 
Upon getting the cashier’s attention the 
suspect then pulled out a gun and 
commanded the cashiers to lie on the 
floor. 
The robbers took an undisclosed amount 
of money and two cellphones before 
fleeing the scene. “As our officers were 
on patrol in the streets they were stopped 
by some passersby who alerted them 
about the robbery. Upon seeing the 
police vehicle the suspects made a dash 
for it and ran in different directions. 
Police managed to apprehend 
one suspect who was in possession of an 
unlicensed firearm with no serial number 
as well as live rounds”, explained 
Captain Xoli Mbele. 

The firearm will be sent to ballistics for 
further testing and the suspect will be 
appearing soon at the Johannesburg 
Magistrate’s Court.

Jabulani Police Station gets a 
bomb tip off

 Police managed 
to apprehend one 
suspect who was 
in possession of 
an unlicensed 
firearm with no 
serial number as 
well as live 
rounds.

17 Diagonal Street
Ground Floor
Old JSE Building
Newtown
2001
Johannesburg
South Africa

Suicide Crisis Line: 0800567567
Lifeline: 0861322322

SADAG Mental Health Line: 0112344837
Depart of Social Development Substance 

Abuse Line 24hr: 0800121314; SMS 32312
Destiny Helpline for Youth & Students: 

0800414243

vised by the judge to apply for legal 
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crimes including committing 
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One would have assumed that 
winning the Rugby World 
Cup could cut our Springbok 

players some slack but we couldn’t be 
more wrong. Captain Siya Kolisi’s 
car was broken into on Wednesday 
afternoon while he was with his wife. 

A security guard who witnessed the 
ordeal, while the Kolisis were out, 
managed to  subdue the criminal. 
Attempts to contact the police were 
fruitless as the security personnel 
ended up taking the criminal to the 

nearest police station themselves. 

“Siya’s car was broken into 2 hours 
ago. The car guard caught the guy. 
We called the cops and still waiting 
for them to arrive. Also, don’t ever 
bother calling 10111. They literally 
don’t answer the phone”, exclaimed 
Rachel as she vented her frustration 
on social media.

This incident is one of many that 
ordinary people go through and it is 
reported that these criminals are 

sometimes given a warning and let 
off the hook. This one wasn’t so 
lucky as he was taken to the police 
station where he was later held.

I applaud the police
 for the arrest of the 

suspect selling
 firearms to taxi
drivers, thereby

 aiding 
taxi violence.
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BBIIGG BBEAR COMBO

Tuck into Spur's 

mouth-watering selection

of meaty Combos. 

COMBO 
CRAZ Y

All combos 
served with a 
Peri-Peri Sauce.

All combos All combos 
seserrvved with aed with aed with a
PPeri-Peri Sauce.eri Sauce.

125g Calamari 200g Pork Ribs

100g Beef  Kebab
6 Wings

Quarter Chicken

TOP UP 
YOUR MEAL @

44.90
EACH

WARRIOR COMBO
200g Ribs, 100g Lamb Chop, 

 

Quarter Chicken & 125g Wors.

GREAT TASTING SHOULDER RIBS
300g Shoulder Ribs

600g Shoulder Ribs

199.90 

59.90 
99.90 

MOHAWK COMBO
200g Ribs, Quarter Chicken

 

(or 8 x Buffalo Wings) & 125g Wors.

154.90 

APACHE COMBO
200g Ribs, 4 Buffalo Wings 

 

& 200g Pork Chop.

154.90 

BRAAI CLASSIC
200g Ribs, 100g Beef Kebab, 

 

4 Buffalo Wings & 125g Wors.

184.90 

BIG BEAR
200g Ribs, 150g Steak, Quarter Chicken 
& 100g Lamb Chop.

219.90 

Terms and Conditions apply. VAT incl. Per person. Eat-in only. The visuals are for descriptive purposes and meals served could vary. Portion weights are raw weights.

chips or a baked potato or hot veg or

53
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Address : Sarasota Spur, 100 Jurisson Street (opposite Thuso House) Braamfontein.
Tell: 011 339 8955 I Whatsapp: 065 956 3589

ORDER OUR NEW FAN FAVOURITE 

Combos served with Spur-style crispy onion rings and 

Present this advert at Sarasota Spur and get a complementary 
full classic waffle with ice cream/cream 

OR ice cream with chocolate sauce.

 side salad.

Suspect
aiding taxi 

violence 
arrested

The Gauteng MEC for Community 
Safety, Faith Mazibuko, has com-
mended the police for the arrest of a 

suspect allegedly linked to aiding taxi 
violence in Olievenhoutbosch On Friday. 
Two white men were found selling firearms 
at the Wierdabrug taxi rank, not far from 
Olievenhoutbosch. One suspect was caught 
while the other one fled the scene in a silver 
Grey Ford Ranger. The police have since 
launched a manhunt for the suspect who fled 
the scene. 

The arrest comes after five people were shot 
dead and nine others were wounded in 
separate shooting incidents in Olievenhout-
bosch and Wierdabrug on Monday 2 
December 2019. Following the shooting 
incidents, MEC Mazibuko instructed the 
Heads of various law enforcement agencies 
in Gauteng to crack down on taxi violence 
and not rest until all those perpetrating the 
violence had been arrested. 

“I applaud the police for the arrest of the 
suspect selling firearms to taxi drivers, 
thereby aiding taxi violence. As the Gauteng 
Government, we are concerned about the 
safety of public transport users, especially 
during the festive season as most people 
will be travelling to various destinations”, 
said MEC Mazibuko. 

“We have therefore instructed all law 
enforcement agencies to work together in 
cracking down on taxi violence and to 
ensure that taxi ranks, malls, roads and other 
public spaces are safe for the people of 
Gauteng and our visitors”, she further 
stated.

Crime
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Abantu Book Festival 2019 held 
their fruitful annual journey for 
Black authors, writers and 

poets under one roof at Eyethu and 
Soweto Theatre recently. The three day 
book festival had jam packed activities 
for writers and readers as they were 
treated to a feast of poetry, dance, 
musical performances and open dia-
logues with fellow play writers and 
authors.
The family friendly festival had special 
guests such as Basetsana Kumalo, 
Azania Mosaka, Kgomotso Matsun-
yane, Zakes Mda and Lebo Mashile to 
name a few, and attendees were treated 
to a special dialogue with famous 
authors and interacting with their 
favourite writers.
The festival celebrated Black authors, 
readers and the African literacy herit-
age, at Soweto Theatre readers were 
able to interact and network with their 
favourite authors on the other hand, 
children were treated to a reading 

session and they were thoroughly 
entertained by Mzwandile Ntombela. 
Gauteng News spoke to Palesa coordi-
nator of Abantu Book Festival, “This is 
a great platform for writers, authors and 
screen writers to come together and 
celebrate African literacy heritage. We 
chose to host in Soweto as we need to 
encourage more the culture of reading 
and we need to instil that in our chil-
dren. We are very happy with the 
support we have received from the 
Sowetans and we are very excited to 

meet unrecognised authors, as this is a 
platform for them to grow and network 
with fellow authors.”

News

Lyricism has always been at the 
centre of hip hop and one name 
synonymous with this art form is 

Hymphatic Thabs. ‘Those who go 
through’, is practically a phrase that sets 
this hip hop legend apart from others as 
it evokes nostalgia and a memory of 
when he first appeared on our TV 
screens. It has been 12 years since 
Thabs released an album and I had to sit 
down with him and enquire about the 
long hiatus.
As we are seated in Newtown for our 
interview I waste no time in asking 
about his absence in hip hop. “I was 
busy and there were things happening in 
the midst of these 12 years. I had a kid 
and there was money to be made 
overseas so I sought more gigs”, he 
explains. 

He goes on to 
tell me that it 
literally took 
him 12 whole 
years to 
complete this 
album and 
every individu-
al year resulted 
in him com-
pleting only 
one song. A 
prolonged writer’s block was my initial 
thought but the OG is quick to correct 
me by explaining that in the midst of 
this ‘lyrical pause’ he was still rapping. 
An unlikely sub-genre that Thabs is at 
odds with, Trap, actually helped to 
solve his problem.
“I don’t do Trap but it helped me to 

unlock my 
writer’s 
block”, he 
continues. 
Interestingly 
the simplicity 
of Trap music 
gave him the 
inspiration to 
write and 
restore the 
lyricism that 

hip hop is currently lacking. His latest 
offering Centre of the Universe comes 
after The Age of Horus which was his 
last album 12 years prior.
The album is available on online 
platforms and not at music stores but 
when I enquire about this I am blown 
away by the metaphor he uses to 

explain. “I am using the fact that I’ve 
got this power and so many followers, 
that absence makes the heart grow 
fonder. Instead of being stainless steel 
like a fork or a knife I’d rather be gold 
or platinum meaning that you have to 
dig deep in order to find my album”, he 
says. Now that’s what you call under-
ground!
The album also features Jamaican 
reggae artist Sizzla Kalonji whom Thabs 
collaborated with early this year. He 
will be launching Centre of the Universe 
on 14th  December at Urban Zulu and 
is ecstatic about his current offering.
If true lyricism and intricate rhyme 
schemes are responsible for your 
undying love of hip hop then this
album is definitely for you.

Gauteng News has been covering 
a potential strike that could 
have occurred in the security 

industry, however, it is confirmed that 
the South African Private Security 
Workers Union (SAPSWU) has reached 
a temporary agreement with security 
employers. According to the agreement 
2019/2022 salary increase shall be 8.75 
percent plus R175.00 premium for year 
one, 8.72 percent increase plus R270.00 
premium and R100.00 hospital cover 
for two years. Lastly, 8.7 percent 
increase plus R37.00 premium and 
R150.00 hospitality cover for the third 
year.

The SAPSWU met after the salary 
agreement at the Commission for 
Conciliation, Mediation and Arbitration 
(CCMA) was reached and an agreement 
has been reached by the members and 
the signed agreement was submitted to 
the Minister of Labour for declaration.
“The full salary details including hourly 
rates will be reflected inside the Gov-
ernment Gazette once it is released. The 
percentages as given on our previous 
feedback remain the same, this will be a 
three year agreement and the next round 
of negotiations will start in 2021, 
whereby demands will be collected for 
negotiations. This means that the 

dispute between parties has been 
resolved”, said Vernon Ratshili, General 
Secretary of SAPSWU.
Furthermore, the union adds that there’s 
no dispute between the union and the 
employer, therefore, there will be no 

need to take action for a national strike. 
On the other hand, some security 
employees feel the negotiations were 
manipulated and union leaders may 
have been influenced by the employer 
to reach an agreement.

SAPSWU reached salary agreement with 
security bosses

Abantu Book Festival celebrate African authors

The festival 
celebrated Black 
authors, readers and the 
African literacy 
heritage, at Soweto Theatre
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Gauteng Health Department 
launches Clinical Forensic 

Medical Services

AVAILABLE:
Retail  shops and offices on 5 floors 

The building will be revived to award an exciting new retail concept that draws on the extensive foot traffic in the area and its 
proximity to major transport routes. The building has a state of the art auditorium with an entertainment area.

OFFICE & RETAIL 
SPACE FOR LEASE

FROM R85 per sq/m 

CREATING A MORDENISED AND VIBRANT NEWTOWN

QUALITY SPACES

in the heart of  the spanning Johannesburg CBD

AT THE OLD JSE BUILDING, NEWTOWN

Peter Visser
Portfolio Manager
Tel : (011) 832 3223
Cell : 076 772 7115

For more information contact :

Private Garden
24 Hrs CCTV Camera Surveillance
Sercurity Control Rooms & Mannned 
Positions
Secure Underground Parking
Full UPS Power
10 Elevators per floor

The Gauteng Department of 
Health (GDOH) recently ob-
served 16 Days of Activism for 

No Violence on Women and Children 
and the launch of the Bekkersdal 
Clinical Forensic Medical Services 
Facility. 
“On Monday we observed World Aids 
Day, the GDOH lead the Gauteng 
Provincial Government on a campaign 
in the West Rand, where MECs, gov-
ernment leaders, civil society, faith 
based organisations and other groups 
embarked on a community in action 
activation that was focused primarily on 
creating awareness with the community 
of Kagiso”, states Philani Mhlungu, 
Media Liason officer for Health MEC. 
The opening of the Bekkersdal Clinical 
Forensic Medical Services Facility will, 
according to the Department, increase 
their capacity in the provision of 
clinical medico-legal services that are 
provided to meet the health needs of the 
patients and support the criminal justice 

system. These specialised services 
provide healthcare to patients of sexual 
assault and domestic violence.
“While significant inroads have been 
made in addressing the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic over the past few years, 
specifically as it relates to managing the 
disease, HIV remains stubborn thus 
requiring concerted efforts by govern-
ment, civil society, communities, faith 
based organisations and other stake-
holders be made to eliminate it in our 
lifetime. In the same way that an 
HIV-free future is possible, so is a 
future that is without violence and 
abuse especially on women and chil-
dren”, continued Mhlungu.
Members of the public are encouraged 
to go to the nearest health facility 
within three days after the assault of 
rape where they will be treated and be 
given Post Exposure Prophylaxis. This 
treatment is given to patients of rape in 
order to reduce the risk of contracting 
HIV. Are you a Gauteng based journalism student seeking 

experience in a newspaper or do you have community 
stories you feel need to be published?

 Send us an email to newsroom@gautengnewspaper.co.za.  
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South Africa has the highest price 
of mobile data which reportedly 
exceeds that of many countries in 

the world. Profits amassed by mobile 
network operators (MNOs) in South 
Africa exceed that of MNOs in similar 
markets, including those markets where 
South African MNOs are operating. 
These were among the key findings of 
the Competition Commission in the 
final report on the Data Services Market 
Inquiry, released on Monday, 2 Decem-
ber 2019. The release of the report on 
data prices in South Africa was warmly 
welcomed by South African Ministers 
Ebrahim Patel and Stella Ndabeni-
Abrahams, at an event at the offices of 
the Competition Commission in Preto-
ria.
The report proposes a reduction in 
data-prices charged by the telecoms 
companies, by a third to half of the 
current rates. Prepaid customers should 
be entitled to a minimum package of 
free data daily. Roaming prices should 
be reduced and MNO pricing should be 
below the retail prices charged. Content 
sought by educational institutions 
should be accessed free of charge in 
order to provide students and citizens 
with easy access. In order for customers 
to see the real difference between the 
pricing of different telecoms companies 
transparency regarding the pricing 
should be provided. “They found that 
there is indeed a competition problem in 

the market for data. The report notes 
that data prices are higher than they 
should be, and higher than in many 
other markets elsewhere in the world. 
They found that profitability levels are 
very high, reflecting anti-competitive 
outcomes and potentially the subject of 
an excessive pricing investigation. They 
drew attention to the structure and 
practices in the market that results in 
discrimination against lower paid 
consumers and they found that the 
roaming markets are not working or are 
not working as they should,” said 
Minister Patel.
 
“Data costs are critical to the perfor-
mance, not just of the digital economy, 
but to the entire economy. If you think 
of the 20th century as a century that was 
reshaped by oil and steel, the 21st 
century is being reshaped by data. The 
academic literature and studies by the 
World Bank have all indicated a strong 
relationship between data prices and 
access on one hand and economic 
performance on the other hand. If we 
want to grow the economy then we need 
to have the lowest possible data prices,” 
Minister Patel said.
The Competition Commission will seek 
to engage the industry on bringing 
down data prices over the next two 
months. The Commission has indicated 
that it would seek other remedies under 
the Competition Act in the event that 

such engagement does not yield lower 
prices for consumers.
 Minister Patel handed over the report to 
his counterpart, Communications and 
Digital Technologies Minister, Stella 
Ndabeni-Abrahams. The two ministers 
concur that there is a competition 
problem in the market, and this warrants 
a policy and regulatory intervention. 
Minister Ndabeni-Abrahams noted the 
report, reiterating the importance of 
lowering the cost of data in order to 
ensure that lower income communities 
are not further marginalised by high 
mobile and data costs.
 
“Data access and affordability are 
integral to ensure the full participation 
of our communities in the digital 
economy. As a department, we have 
prioritised spectrum licensing as part of 
the interventions to reduce the cost of 
data. We therefore look forward to 
further engaging with the report and 
exploring its recommendations”, said 
Minister Ndabeni-Abrahams.

News

Ministers tackle the cost of data
Data access and 
affordability are 

integral to ensure 
the full participation 
of our communities 

in the digital 
economy.
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Beauty queen seeks to make 
a difference in society

Dobsonville residents
angered by

load shedding
Many people might assume that 

beauty pageants are all about 
good-looking girls who 

simply strut their stuff on the ramp and 
get a crown afterwards. This reality is 
actually what the television portrays and 
doesn’t seem to focus more on the 
charity that takes place behind the 
scenes. One beauty queen who is 
determined to change the stereotype is, 
Miss Unity finalist, Nomfundo Kubheka 
who believes in making a difference in 
society.
Born and bred in Newcastle, Kwa-Zulu 
Natal, but currently residing in Katle-
hong, Nomfundo has a burning desire to 
contribute in changing people’s lives 
and leaving an indelible mark in society. 
“I am someone who cares about ad-
dressing issues affecting society and my 
country at large. I believe in being part 
of the solution more than anything else”, 
she says.
Nomfundo entered Miss Unity, a beauty 
pageant centred on empowering women, 
in 2019 because of her interest in 
helping people. “I found out about Miss 
Unity South Africa 2019 through social 
media and what enticed me to enter was 
the strong message of women empower-
ment. The pageant believes that this can 
be achieved through social cohesion as 
well as ending girl-hate”, she continues.

Her heart clearly appears to be aligned 
with the interests of the young and old 
as she moves around lending a helping 
hand wherever she can. “On 30 August 
2019 I went to Duduzile Day Care and 
Creche in Katlehong to assist regarding 
chores among other  tasks and responsi-
bilities they have on a daily basis”, she 
said.
In campaigning for votes the Miss Unity 
contestants are required to lend a 
helping hand in their communities as 
required by the competition. In so doing 
Nomfundo also visited the St. Anthony’s 
Child and Youth Care Centre in New-
castle, on September 9th, where she 
donated sanitary pads for the girls.
Although Nomfundo didn’t win the 
beauty pageant she has certainly dis-
played qualities of a queen by caring for 
her society and seeing the need to assist 
and empower those around her.

Load shedding stage four has 
angered the people of Soweto as 
residents from Dobsonville have 

barricaded the streets recently express-
ing their dissatisfaction of the frequent 
load shedding taking place. 
Eskom recently warned that from stage 
two load shedding escalates to stage 
four, which means you will be sched-
uled for load shedding 12 times over a 
four day period for two hours at a time, 
or 12 times over an eight day period for 
four hours at a time. According to 
Eskom the reason for load shedding is 
the “additional loss of units at our 
power stations” elaborated by the 
power utility. 
However, community members of 
Dobsonville are angered as they 
complain about the inconvenience that 
Eskom has brought during the festive 
season. “Our businesses are affected by 
this load shedding and we don’t under-
stand why we are experiencing this 
during summer and worse part, during 
December time. Now they expect us to 
pay for our debt but how can they 
expect us to do so when we hardly 
make money because of electricity,” 
said Nomsa Phiri, a beauty salon owner 
in Dobsonville.

Motorists were affected by the protest 
that took place during the weekend but 
no violence or shooting has been 
reported, the mood is calm but police 
presence is visible as they try to contain 
the situation. Consumers have been 
advised to check their local schedules 
to see how they will be affected.

Our businesses are 
affected by this 
load shedding...
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MOVIE
THE HANGMAN

BOOK MUSIC
LUNA FLORENTINOMANCHESTER HAPPENED 

Cool Out, produced by Cash 
Money, is making serious 
waves on social media. Talking 

about his journey as a rapper and what 
he needs to achieve in the industry, 
Luna Florentino has a lot fans talking 
about his latest single. The beats have a 
fresh feel to the song, and the lyrics 
talk about his ambition to collect his 
money and provide a good life for him 
and his family. Cool Out is followed by 
a jam packed album, Fresh Prince of 
Rustenburg, and Sound Cloud has been 
seeing flames, as Luna consistently 
drops one track after another. We are 
yet to see more reaction from fans on 
social media but hip hop heads must 
know that Cool Out is one of the 
hottest December jams, and it will 
surely cool you out in the December 
heat.

Makumbi who is a UK based 
Ugandan writer who has 
been delivering masterpiec-

es of books has then again delivered a 
captivating read about immigrants who 
look for work and are willing to start 
on a clean slate. However, the reloca-
tion is not all dreamy as Makumbi 
highlights her experience as a refugee 
in a foreign country and she talks 
about racism she encountered, and 
how she had to give in as a Ugandan 
woman. As Makumbi writes at one 
point: “Inside we were dying, I threw 
away all that Uganda had taught me 
socially and culturally and allowed 
Britain to realign me.” Manchester 
Happened will resonate with travellers 
who know intimately that the space 
between here and back home is more 
than just a distance.

The Hangman travels back to 
1976 when Mfundisi and his 
son Khetha realised Mfundisi’s 

wife, Sizekele is late from work. 
Mfundisi went out to look for his wife 
and found her beaten up to a pulp, and 
noticed a dead White police officer 
lying on the floor and Sizekele with a 
gun on her hand. Mfundisi took the 
blame for his wife as Sizekele had shot 
a White police officer to death. Khetha 
grew up not knowing what happened 
to his father, after several years he was 
a prison warder at Pretoria’s Maximum 
Prison, not knowing his father was 
kept in the same prison. Mfundisi got 
transferred to the death row facility 
and Khetha learned that Mfundisi is 
his father but he chose to hide his 
identity from him and began to cam-
paign against him.

The weather in Gauteng has been 
interesting lately considering 
that all four seasons can occur in 

one day. The recent floods have dis-
placed people from their homes and 
ruined buildings in some areas while 
load-shedding reared its irritating head 
once again. Pretoria has to be the most 
affected with certain parts of Mamelodi 
completely engulfed in water. Cars 
couldn’t move on the roads and pedes-
trians ran the risk of drowning.

As cold as it briefly was Eskom 
couldn’t resist cutting the power supply 
and ensuring that residents have no 
access to warmth. South Africa is an 
interesting country I tell you not so long 
ago there was a lengthy drought which 
left Johannesburg residents’ taps 
temporarily empty. Was it God punish-
ing us for our sins? I have no idea but 
I’m glad he did a 360 and decided to 
answer some of our prayers regarding 
water because in no time there was an 
influx of infinite rainfall. 

The heat was unbearable and it didn’t 
seem as if it would be subsiding any-
time soon. But what do you know? 
Within a week December turned into 
June and winter made a swift return 
with a flurry of rain drops. 

The flooding is disastrous without a 
doubt and, not to mention, costly but 
the rain was needed indeed. Even the 
North West experienced some light 
thunder showers in the midst of their 
continuous dry season. 
These wet and chilly days can thrust a 
person into nostalgia and make them 
reminisce about being a kid again who 
had no responsibilities and could afford 
to sleep all day. Good memories huh? 
Too bad you have bills to pay nowadays 
and a job to get to, growing up sucks I 
know. On the lighter side, though, our 
reservoirs and dams are stable meaning 
we can all look forward to taking a 
warm bath provided Eskom sees it the 
same way of course. 

BOOK
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Within a week 

December turned 
into June and 

winter made a swift 
return with a flurry 
of rain drops. 

Floods 
and 

winter 
in one 
week
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South Africa’s Zozibini Tunzi has 
been crowned the sixty seventh 
title holder of the Miss Universe 

pageant. Miss South Africa’s Miss 
Universe 2019 win confirms the “when 
something is meant for you, it will not 
miss you” adage to be true. Tunzi came 
into the pageantry spotlight when she 
entered Miss Mamelodi Sundowns 
national pageant in 2015 (and became 
one of the Western Cape princesses) 
and Miss South Africa in 2017. Al-
though luck wasn’t on her side in 2017, 
she re-entered Miss South Africa in 
2019 and scooped the crown. A win 
that automatically placed her in the 
Miss Universe competition in Atlanta, 
USA, representing  South Africa - and 
representing all the Black girls in the 
world. 

Zozibini is the first Miss Universe with 
ethnic hair, “I grew up in a world 
where a woman who looks like me, 
with my kind of skin and my kind of 
hair, was never considered to be beauti-
ful. And I think that it’s time that that 
stops today. I want children to look at 
me and see my face, and I want them 
to see their faces reflected in mine”, 
said Tunzi ahead of her crowning on 
9th December. When asked by the 
annual pageant host Steve Harvey 
during the pageant’s Q&A segment 

what should the world be teaching 
young girls Tunzi’s response was: 
“I think the most important thing we 
should be teaching young girls today is 
leadership. It’s something that has been 
lacking in young girls for a very long 
time, not because we don’t want to 
[step up], but because of how society 
has labelled women to be,” This 
response won many people’s hearts 
across the globe as she trended online 
as the viewer’s choice. 

International A-Listers congratulated 
Zozibini across social media mediums 
and Oprah Winfrey extended an 
invitation: “Congratulation Miss South 
Africa, now Miss Universe 
@zozitunzi! Agree with you…
leadership is the most powerful thing 
we should be teaching you women 
today. We welcome your visit to 
#OWLAG, our Leadership Academy 
for Girls”. Tunzi’s win is the third 
Miss Universe crown for South Africa 
- with the first one won by Margaret 
Gardiner in 1978 and the second one 
by Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters in 2017. 
South Africa missed the crown by one 
seat in 2018 when Tamaryn Green was 
placed Miss Universe 2018 First 
Runner Up. Tunzi was born in Tsolo, 
Eastern Cape and 

completed Public Relations at the Cape 
Peninsula University of Technology in 
Cape Town. She is set to relocate to the 
International Trump Towers overlook-
ing Central Park in New York where 
she will be based during her Miss 
Universe reign. 

This is our last discussion relating 
to the different types of marriag-
es recognised in South Africa as 

well as relationships accorded the same 
status and benefits as a marriage in 
2019. In this article we will be discuss-
ing customary marriages and all forms 
of unions accorded the same status and 
benefits as a marriage. The goal is to 
ensure that you are not only informed 
of the law, but ultimately, you know 
your rights if you are married or 
contemplating to get married or enter 
into a union of similar status and 
benefits as a marriage. A customary 
marriage may best be described as a 
marriage entered in accordance with the 
custom and practices of the indigenous 
people of SA. Notwithstanding the 
above, the statute – the Recognition of 
Customary Marriages Act 120 of 1998 
- dealing with the recognition of 
customary marriages states that the 
parties to a customary marriage must be 
18 years old; they must consent to get 
married according to customary law; 
the marriage must be entered and 
negotiated or celebrated in accordance 
with customary law.

It is interesting to note that the statute 
does not mention payment of lobola or 
dictate the manner in which celebration 
of a customary marriage should take 

place. It is appropriate for the legisla-
ture to do so as the indigenous groups 
of South Africa are many and have 
diverse customs and practices. We live 
in a society that is constantly changing 
and developing. Accordingly, no 
custom of any group is static. However, 
from the caselaws - court decisions 
– we notice that a common factor to 
proving the existence of a customary 
marriage is payment of lobola but the 
Courts have said that it need not be paid 
in full. Furthermore, the issue of 
celebration of customary marriage must 
be proved. The absence of the above is 
fatal in proving the existence of a 
customary marriage and in many 
reported cases has served as a leeway 
for the groom and/or his family to 
argue against the existence of a custom-
ary marriage especially once the 
relationship between the parties has 
broken down. A customary marriage 
which is entered into by a couple to the 
exclusion of others is deemed to have 
the same effect, rights and obligations, 
as a marriage in community of prop-
erty. However, where the husband takes 
a second wife, without entering into a 
contract which requires the oversight of 
the court for purposes of regulating his 
customary marriages, the customary 
marriage with the second wife is 
deemed to be a marriage out of commu-

nity excluding accrual.

Lastly, the law also accords other 
unions similar status and benefits as a 
marriage. This is the position when 
coming to same sex unions concluded 
in accordance with the Civil Union Act 
(the ‘Act’), and to some extent religious 
marriages concluded in accordance 
with Islamic rites, Hindu rites and 
Jewish rites in South Africa. Parties 
who are in a non-polygamous same sex 
relationship who wish to enjoy and 
have the same status and benefits as a 
married couple must have their union 
solemnised in terms of the Act, where 
after they are known as civil partners. A 
civil partnership may be in community 
of property or out of community of 
property with accrual or excluding 
accrual as is the case in civil marriages. 
The requirements to enter into a civil 
partnership are the same as those 
mentioned for a civil marriage. Cur-
rently there is no legal framework 
dealing with religious marriages and 
because of this aspect, parties to such 
marriages are vulnerable to abuse as 
they enjoy little protection before the 
law, unless they also conclude a civil 
marriage with each other. For example, 
a husband in any of the above religious 
marriages may enter into a second 
marriage without his wife’s consent or 

withhold the granting of a divorce in 
terms of the prescripts of their religion. 
It is for this reason that many describe 
religious marriages as putative marriag-
es – although they are binding in the 
context of the parties’ religion, they 
offer little protection to those involved 
in them save for maintenance claim,  
and inheritance claim in case of a 
spouse dying without a will.

Zozibini Tunzi
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Orlando Pirates have appointed a 
new coach and this time they 
went all the way to Germany. 

The announcement was made on Tues-
day by Dr Irvin Khoza who spoke highly 
of 49-year-old Josef Zinnbauer who 
replaces Micho Sredojevic. The interim 
coach of course has been the young 
Rhulani Mokwena who displayed his 
knack for leading and persevering. 
Zinnbauer is on a 3 year deal and has big 
shoes to fill following the bucs’ consecu-
tive defeat to Kaizer Chiefs last month.

The past weekend saw them securing a 2 
all draw against Baroka FC at Peter 
Mokaba Stadium. A few good opportuni-
ties were missed by the Bucs who can’t 
seem to shake off the curse that Kaizer 
Chiefs left them with last season. But 
with the talented squad they already 
have bouncing back shouldn’t be ex-
tremely difficult. 
“It is a fine balancing act that goes 
beyond the all-important technical skills. 
A coach is tasked to win through others. 
His ability to keep the team focused, 
making them work in concert, with 
minimal lapses is an important require-
ment”, says Khoza. 
Khoza mentioned the enormous pressure 

that awaited the new coach and how he 
had faith in him. “I hope that Josef 
Zinnbauer is able to hit the deck run-
ning. I know I am fully representative of 
all the Orlando Pirates supporters in 
wishing him good luck”, he continued.
Zinnbauer expressed his gratitude for the 
opportunity to lead a team as prestigious 
as Orlando Pirates and ensured to do his 
best in taking Orlando Pirates back to 
their winning ways. 

Rhulani Mokwena will serve as an 
interim coach and subsequently move to 
assistant coach as soon as Zinnbauer’s 
work permit has been  finalised. He will 
be working alongside Fadlu Davids. 
His leadership skills were highly 
admired by Khoza who also ac-
knowledged the daunting task of 
leading a team as big as 
Orlando Pirates and having to 
face backlash when the team 
performs poorly.  
Perhaps Zinnbauer can offer 
some magic methods that 
might have led his home team to win-
ning the 2014 soccer world cup. As 
coaches are being substituted like 
players on the field only time will tell if 
Pirates is able to get back to their 
winning streak.

It is a fine balancing act that goes 
beyond the all-important technical 

skills.  A coach is tasked to 
win through others
His ability to keep the

 team focused, making 
them work in

concert
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