
COLLISION 
AT THE MOUNT 
VIEW STATION
PRETORIA - Three people were killed on Tuesday 
morning following a train collision in Pretoria 
which left over 600 injured. The scene of the crash 
was the Mountainview Train Station....

See Story on Page 2

Three passengers left dead

Paramedics attend to injured commuters at the 
crash site. Picture Supplied
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Collision at the mount view station

Three people were killed on 
Tuesday morning follow-
ing a train collision in Pre-

toria which left over 600 injured. 
The scene of the crash was the 
Mountainview Train Station. 

A spokesperson from Metrorail 
says the trains, which were travel-
ling from Mabopane to the city 
centre, were on the same track 
when the accident happened.

Fifty ambulances were at the 
scene and three helicopters assist-
ed with getting critically injured 
patients to a nearby hospital.

“After receiving certification 
from Passenger Rail Agency of SA 
(PRASA)” said Charles Mabasa 
“the overhead power line as well as 
the ground power line were off”.

The Gauteng MEC of Roads and 
transport expressed his condolenc-
es to families of the deceased com-
muters and those who suffered a 
fatal injuries.

MEC Vadi said “we would like to 

express our heartfelt condolences 
to the family of the deceased and 
wish those injured speedy recov-
ery, we were deeply shocked by 
this tragic accident so early in the 
New Year. We call on the Passen-
ger Rail Agency of SA (PRASA) 
and Rail Safety Regulators (RSR) 
to urgently investigate the cause of 
the crash and institute urgent meas-
ures to improve commuter’s safety 
on trains”.

Minister of Transport, Dr Blade 
Nzimande, is set to visit the scene 
at the Mountainview Train Station. 
The minister was joined by the 
leadership of the Passenger Rail 
Agency of South Africa and the 
Railway Safety Regulator. 

Minister of Transport, Dr Blade Nzimande, expressed his condolences to families of the deceased commuters 

Olothando  Ndibongo
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Gauteng 
tops Matric 

results

GAUTENG is officially the best per-
forming province nationally, this was 
announced by the basic Education 
Minister Angie Motshekga  on the 3rd 
of January 2019 at University of South 
Africa in Pretoria. 

The class of 2018 achieved a pass 
rate of 78.2%  nationally and that 
Gauteng was the best performing 
province.Gauteng Premier David 
Makhura and Tshwane Mayor Solly 
Msimanga,were also present to wel-
come the excellent results accom-
plished by Gauteng matriculants. 
South Africa’s matric class of 2018 
achieved a total of 156,885 distinc-
tions – a slight decline compared to 
the 161,081 distinctions obtained in 
2017.

The province is one of the main con-
tributors towards the distinctions ob-
tained  with 36,113 distictions out  of 
156,885 distinctions. Eight of the 10 
best performing districts are also in the 
province. 

“No matter where you are in Gaut-
eng, at any given school, pupils stand 
a chance to get a bachelor pass,” said 
Lesufi. The province had 41 410 bach-
elor passes. Out of 83 406  pupils who 
passed their National Senior Certifi-
cate (NSC) in the province, it was con-
firmed that only  nine pupils passed 
with 30% minimum . The minister 
highlighted that the quality of passes 
where way above the minimum pass 
mark, and that they will work hard to 
get even higher.

“Not all our schools have access to 
the same resources,” Msimanga said.

“While there are many reasons to 
celebrate, let us be realistic about the 
crisis we face, and what is needed 
from us to ensure all our learners are 
provided with enabling resources,” he 
concluded. 

Phiri, 17, is passionate about 
being successful and giving 
back to the community and 

helping young people. He encour-
ages them not to give up on their 
dreams as he went through a lot 
and still managed to pull through.

“He said I obtained 4 distinc-
tions, in IsiZulu First Additional 
Langauage with 89%, Life Orien-
tation with 87%, Economics with 
82% and Business Studies with 
83%. For english i got 60%, Math-
ematics i got 41% and Accounting 
i got 68%. I went to Falcon Educa-
tional School in Dawn Park” said 
Phiri.

“I lost both my parents in one 
day in the year 2017 when i was 17 
years old.That for me was the most 
difficult experience I’ve ever came 
across in my life but one thing i 
learned was that life doesn’t stop. 
You have to pick yourself up and 
work hard no matter what happens.
So this year I want to make my 
parents proud because i know it’s 
what they would’ve both wanted”. 

Phiri said i plan to work as hard 
as i did for the past few years.
Many say university is hard but i 
know with hard work and determi-
nation i will succeed this year. He  
intend on pursuing the career in 
Accounting to become a charted 

Tapiwa Phiri  sails through matric with four 
distinctions  despite losing his parents
Tapiwa Phiri, a young man from Germiston in Ekurhuleni managed to obtain 

4 distinctions for his matric exams, despite losing both his parents in 2017

Tapiwa Phiri
accountecy because it is  some-
thing he would  love to do and he is  
very passionate about It. Which he  
will be attending it at  the Univer-
sity of North West this year.

Phiri said his dreams are to make 
his parents proud and believe that 
he  have the potential to open job 
opportunities because of the huge 
unemployment rate our country is 
faced with currently.I am passion-
ate about business, one of my 
dreams are to open businesses 
around the country and i believe its 
one of the many keys needed to 
open the doors of success for the 

South African economy.I believe 
through my hard work i can have 
an impact in my family and the 
economy as a whole.

 He  had many challenges be-
sides losing my parents but I thank 
my family for offering me a chance 
to get an education in one of the 
good schools of the East Rand.
Sometimes i would feel like giving 
up because the work load would be 
too much,especially in matric but i 
had to remind myself why i was 
doing this.I was doing it for myself 
and no one else and to be honest 
people give you praises about a job 
well done but sometimes i think 
about the days where i had to study 
at midnight but my body couldn’t 
allow me because i hardly slept the 
previous night.From the beginning 
of the previous year i told myself i 
have work with 4 distinctions and 
upwards,eventually it all came 
true.

My support system was every-
one around me i would say but 
more specifically my 
grandparents,my uncle,my young-
er sister,the rest of my family,my 
teachers,the principal,my friends 
and my pastor.Having all these 
positive people around me kept me 
going when i felt like giving up.For 
me it was 

I would say my goals drive me 
but it’s not only that,its also me 

wanting a better life for my family.I 
care about the South African econ-
omy a lot and so i believe through 
my hard work,it will contribute to 
making South Africa a better place.

NSFAS Delayed 
Applications

NSFAS has stated that the applica-
tion for 2019 will only be opened 
once the payment backlog has 
been cleared. This is a great cause 
of concern and many students are 
worried about their application.

If didn’t apply last year on 01 
August 2018, your application 
will have to be postponed so the 
whole process will be delayed be-
cause your application will be re-
ceived later. In order to speed up 
your application, firstly you’ll 
need to sign your Bursary Agree-
ment (NBA) that might mean that 
you might not receive your allow-
ance in time for 2019 registration.

The closing date for signing 
your NBA is on the 31st of July 
2019 and NSFAS has noted that 
they will not pay out any allow-
ance without a signed NBA.

Students that are depending on 
NSFAS are crossed fingers hoping 
that NSFAS to sort out the backlog 
sooner rather than later.

Neo Katane

Katlego Mamphane

Desmond Mathebula

info@masanabc.com
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Food lovers management 
launch probe into 

Diepkloof rat incident

An investigation has been 
launched by Food Lovers 
management at the Diepk-

loof, Soweto branch. This follows 
a video that circulated on social 
media showing a rat running 
around on top of a covered bowl of 
a mixed salad. Few seconds later 

on the very same video one of staff 
member was seen taking away a 
bowl together with the rat still on 
top of the bowl. 

In a statement the company said  
they viewed the matter in a in a se-
rious light  and  have a health and 
safety inspectorate that does regu-

lar investigation and the last in-
spection took place in November 
2018. It further stated that the  
store is contracted to the pest con-
trol company, Rentokil who do 
regular inspections and provide the 
necessary services regarding to  ro-
dent and pest control .Franchise 

owner Vijay Ramluckan said  the 
management has stepped in to en-
sure there is no repeat.

“The rats have come into the 
store, coming from the adjacent 
field where a lot of rubbish is being 
placed. We are in the process of en-
gaging with the centre manager 

and planning to approach the City 
of Joburg to try and eradicate that 
vacant piece of land behind the 
shopping mall”, said Ramluckan. 

An inspection by Rentokil, the 
pest control company for food 
Lover’s Market revealed that the 
rat came from outside.

Whitney Machetele

“The rats have come into the store, coming from the adjacent 
field where a lot of rubbish is being placed.”

Fake colleges on the rise
MATRIC learners and parents 
applying for varsity in 2019 
have been warned to be cau-
tious of falling into the trap of 
false colleges. The government 
has warned the matric class of 
2018 to watch out for fake col-
leges following numerous 
scandals relating to fake quali-
fications.

South Africa has had a 

scourge of fake colleges, popping 
up early in January, taking people’s 
registration money and disappear-
ing by the last week of the month. 
When applying to colleges, keep in 
mind that all private institutions 
must be accredited by Umalusi, the 
education standards council. There 
is also the problem of institutions 
offering courses they are not ac-
credited to offer. This means that 

while an institution may be accred-
ited by Umalusi as legitimate, it is 
your responsibility to check wheth-
er they are accredited to offer the 
course you are interested in study-
ing.

Felicity Coughlan director of 
The Independent Institute of Edu-
cation proposed a criteria to check

• All private, higher education in-
stitutions need to be registered 

with the Department of Higher Ed-
ucation. Any credible campus must 
be able to show you a certificate 
detailing their qualifications.

• All higher education qualifica-
tions need to be accredited by the 
higher education quality commit-
tee of the Council on Higher Edu-
cation – if they are not accredited, 
they will not have a legal certifi-
cate.

• All qualifications must be 
registered on the National 
Qualifications Framework 
(NQF) by the South African 
Qualifications Authority 
(SAQA), and students should 
ask institutions for their 
SAQA-NQF identity numbers.

• “Once you established 
these three things you can be 
sure you are dealing with a le-
gitimate institution. Then you 
can research what they offer 
and the quality of their educa-
tion,” said Coughlan

Lethokuhle Chauke
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First day of school 2019

Schools in Gauteng reo-
pened on Wednesday the 
Gauteng premier David 

makhura and the MEC of edu-
cation Panyaza Lesufi briefed 
the media on the province’s 
readiness of school.

To mark the first day of school 
the Premier Makhura, together 
with MEC, Lesufi and MEC of 
Infrastructure Development, 
Mr Jacob Mamabolo handed 
over the newly constructed 
Menzi Primary School in Tsa-
kane, Ekurhuleni. 

MEC Lesufi said the handing 
over of the school was an im-
portant milestone. 

“The school is among our 
newly designed and construct-
ed mega school infrastructure, 
aimed at improving the quality 
of education in township 
schools. The school is a green 
technology infrastructure, 
which boasts state of the art fa-

cilities such as 33 smart class-
rooms, a Grade R block with 5 
classrooms, 2 smart science 
labs, 2 smart multi-purpose 
rooms, library, dining hall and 
many more, at a cost of R105 
508 403, ” said MEC Lesufi.

“We applaud parents who ap-
plied on time for Grade 1 and 8 
online admissions for 2019. 
The department received a total 
of 282 823 Early Applications 
for the 2019 academic year; 
and of these, 266 613  are 
placed, whereas 16 210 appli-
cants have not responded to of-
fers or calls to submit docu-
ments”. We appeal to parents to 
accept placement offers by the 
district, as these are the only 
available spaces. Said MEC 
Lesufi  

MEC Lesufi further added 
that they received late online 
applications on 28 November 
2018, with only 1068 schools 

available for application. On 
the same day, a total of 945 of 
2013 schools with Grade 1 and 
8 entry grades reached capacity 
and were no longer available 
for any further late applica-
tions. As of 7 January 2019, a 
total of 205 schools reached ca-
pacity, and 863 schools still 
have available spaces for im-
mediate placement.

The department of education 
in Gauteng received a total of 
24 228 late applications, and of 
these, 19 803 applied by 15 De-
cember 2018, while 2402 ap-
plied during school holidays. 

All Districts were operating 
as walk-in centres to assist par-
ents with applications from 7 – 
31 January 2019. Parents are 
encouraged to visit the district 

offices for assistance.
In Tshwane South, Wierda-

park Primary School will be re-
located to the New Centurion 
Primary School and will be 
provided with new furniture 
and the necessary support in or-
der to temporarily accommo-
date approximately 400 Grade 
8 learners in Centurion that are 
not placed.  A secondary school 
is being planned for the area.

The most challenging needs 
are experienced by Johannes-
burg Central, Tshwane South 
and Tshwane West. Johannes-
burg Central had no space to 
accommodate 304 early appli-
cants in the Southern Suburbs. 
Die Fakkel High School and 
Ormonde Primary School (64) 
are prepared to accommodate 
excess learners. However, Die 
Fakkel High School would re-
quire additional mobile units. 
Further, Ormonde Primary 
School has no sewerage sys-
tem. 

In Tshwane West, 1016 Grade 
1 and 831 Grade 8 learners who 
reported to the District are not 
placed. Hoërskool Hercules 
was identified to accommodate 
the 831 Grade 8 learners. Infra-
structure renovated 4 addition-
al classrooms. Mobile units 
will be utilised to accommo-
date the 1016 Grade 1 learners. 
The District is exploring alter-
native means to accommodate 
learners and Unplanned finan-
cial implications of admitting 
late applicants are substantial. 

We appeal to parents to accept placement 
offers by the district, as these are the only 

available spaces. Said MEC Lesufi  

Katlego Mamphane

 MEC of education Panyaza Lesufi, at the media biefing.
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No common ground between 
Unisa SRC and management 

The meeting between the 
SRC and the University 
of South Africa (UNISA) 

management has not reached an 
agreement. This meeting was 
called after the SRC threatened 
to shut down the University on 
Tuesday should certain demands 
not be met by management. 

“The management and mem-
bers of SASCO met on Tuesday 
and only agreed on two out of the 
six issues raised. Therefore no 
agreement was reached to stop 
the shutdown,” UNISA spokes-
person Martin Ramotshela ex-
plained.

“No agreement was reached on 
their demand for one student, one 
laptop, their demand for NSFAS 
(National Student Financial Aid 
Scheme) benefits, and the current 
fee increase,” Ramotshela added.

In the interim, the institution 
encouraged students to register 
online “in the interest of safety” 
until the matter was resolved. 
The institution was unclear about 
when the next meeting would 
take place.

The Sunnyside campus was 
shut down on Monday after SAS-
CO members claimed that sever-

al demands, ranging from NS-
FAS issues to fee increases, had 
not been addressed by manage-
ment.

A representative from the SRC 
said the shutdown was aimed at 
resolve challenges of access and 
development in higher learning 
at campuses in the province. He 
said one of the biggest challenges 

this year was that many students 
who had applied to Unisa had 
been rejected. 

“We want Unisa to improve the 
NSFAS service by improving the 
administration. Unisa students 
don’t get meals and accommoda-
tion, so now we are saying we 
should be given the same service 
as NFSAS students in other uni-

versities. “said the representa-
tive.   

“NSFAS students are getting 
laptops and note book allowanc-
es, so they [NSFAS] are saying 
students should choose between 
the two. We want NFSAS to cater 
for both,” “the SRC representa-
tive said.

According to the SRC no regis-

tration was expected to take 
place at the Port Elizabeth, East 
London and Mthatha campuses. 
He said they had also engaged 
with leaders at campuses in Jo-
hannesburg, Tshwane, Mpuma-
langa and the Western Cape.  

Other issues raised included:
- CCTV and security control in 

study and examination spaces.
- The failure of PE manage-

ment to manage fairly, without 
discrimination, favoritism, ex-
ploitation and neglect of students 
on contracts given to them for 
skills development.

- The need for an ICT techni-
cian, ICT repairs for students and 
students who require Arcswid 
support.

Unisa opened registrations for 
the 2019 academic year on Janu-
ary 3. According to the universi-
ty, 74,122 students had already 
registered.

“The university is aware of 
planned strike action by some 
student bodies, starting on Janu-
ary 7 2019. While the university 
acknowledges the right of indi-
viduals to strike, the university is 
open to assisting students the 
best way it can, including contin-
ued engagements,” the institu-
tion said. 

An SRC member addresses students at Unisa’s Pietermaritzburg campus January 7, 2019

Jones Maluleke
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Batlile MphulwaneTembisa flower 
vendor celebrates 

10 years at 
a t-junction

Jerome Sosibo (30) started sell-
ing his flowers at Thulisa Park 
in 2005 and has been selling 

flowers at the same T-junction for 
over 10 years. Originally from 
KwaZulu-Natal to move to Tembi-
sa, started selling in Kempton Park 
at the T-junction in 2007 since 
business was slow in Thulisa Park 
and has been there ever since.

“I do have regular customers 
every now and again, but most of 
the time I get new buyers, is just 
that sometimes business gets really 
hectic” said Sosibo.

Sosibo says he stays in a rented 
room in Tembisa and also has to 
pay rent for his flowers. I never for-
get to always smile and wave at 
people driving past me. I can deco-
rate with flowers, get any flowers 
people request and I can sell the, 

Sosibo further added. He uses the 
train to stock up his flowers in Jo-
hannesburg. He says he would be 
really grateful if someone from 
around Glen Marais, Aston manor 
and Allen Grove provided accom-
modation for him at a reasonable 
price. “I would also really appreci-
ate it if someone provided a space 
for me to sell these flowers, instead 
of selling them in the streets”, said 
Sosibo 

8 suspects wanted for 
serious crimes arrested by 

Ekurhuleni police

THE EKURHULENI Metro Police 
Department public policing task 
team and Eden Park detectives 
have nabbed eight suspects who 
were wanted for serious crimes in 
Eden Park and Palm Ridge.

“The seven males and one female 
were picked up at various houses 
in Eden Park and Palm Ridge on 
charges of rape, murder, domestic 
violence, malicious damage to 
property, assault with [intent to 

cause grievous bodily harm] and 
common assault,” Chief Superin-
tendent Wilfred Kgasago said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

The suspects were apprehended 
in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning between 03:00 and 08:30.

The suspects, aged between 24 
and 48, are being detained at Eden 
Park police station and will appear 
in the Palm Ridge Magistrate’s 
Court soon.

CRIME WATCH Gauteng plans to borrow billions for building new school.

The Gauteng education de-
partment plans to borrow 
almost R8.5 billion to get 

rid of the remaining 17 mobile 
and asbestos schools in the prov-
ince by 2024.

MEC Panyaza Lesufi announced 
this at the department’s state-of-
readiness address ahead of the 
province’s schools opening today.

He said the department had al-
ready budgeted for the eradica-
tion of asbestos schools.

“We have gone to private mar-
kets and asked for almost R8.5 bil-
lion so that we can get rid of the 
schools that we believe we don’t 
need in Gauteng completely,” said 
Lesufi. “We are now in the process 
of receiving the money for the 

eradication.”
Where infrastructure was con-

cerned, pit toilets was always an is-
sue critics turned to when they 
wanted to talk down on “the good 
things the department is doing”.

The remaining two pit toilets in 
the province had been removed a 
long time ago, he said.

The province was one of the few 
that met with the minimum stand-
ards of infrastructure . the only 

problem now was the remaining 
asbestos and mobile schools.

“Some schools in Gauteng are 
embarrassing. We don’t want to be 
embarrassed any more so we are 
removing all of them. We have re-
ceived permission to borrow the 
money and we are giving ourselves 
the next five years to get rid of 
these schools.”

Lesufi also confirmed the de-
partment on late applications. 

Mateboho Mkwenyana

Mateboho Mkwenyana
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Jeep wrangler - “2019 suv of the year”
The 2019 Jeep® Wrangler 

Rubicon - the most capable 
SUV ever - has been named 

FOUR WHEELER “2019 SUV of 
the Year.” The award is given annu-
ally by the editors of the opinion-
leading off-road enthusiast publi-
cation.

“The Wrangler Rubicon is 
packed full of innovation and tech-
nology, fully modernizing the Jeep 
experience, yet capability, comfort 
and user-friendliness have only 
been improved upon,” said Sean 
Holman, Group Content Director 
for FOUR WHEELER. “This is one 
of those rare instances where a 
company got something so right, 
you can have your cake and eat it, 
too. It is a truly modern interpreta-
tion of the Wrangler without any 
dilution to the formula of what a 
Jeep should be.”

Over the course of a week, FOUR 
WHEELER’s judges conducted a 
variety of tests spanning more 
than 1,000 miles of terrain that in-
cluded pavement, gravel, dirt, 
sand, rocks, mud and snow at ele-
vations ranging from sea level to 
more than 9,000 feet. 

During the off-road portion of 
testing, judges evaluated visibility 
from the driver seat, four-wheel-
drive system selection and perfor-
mance, tire performance and du-
rability, engine power and cooling, 

transmission function and cool-
ing, suspension tuning and perfor-
mance and traction control system 
function. Judges spent time on the 
road evaluating driving character-
istics, such as handling, ride quali-
ty, interior comfort and steering 
feel. 

Other factors also taken into 
consideration include price, fuel ef-
ficiency, tire size and ramp travel 
index (RTI), which tests suspen-
sion articulation.

“Our all-new Jeep Wrangler has 
been improved in every way, and 
we are thrilled the FOUR WHEEL-
ER editors have honored the pillar 
of our brand with this important 
award,” said Tim Kuniskis, Head of 
Jeep Brand - North America. “Jeep 
Wrangler is the original SUV and 
has long been the most capable ve-
hicle on the planet. 

 This new Wrangler is completely 
refined, with more fuel-efficient 
powertrains, dramatically im-
proved on-road driving dynamics, 
and an array of advanced technol-
ogy, connectivity and safety fea-
tures that make it a pleasure to 
drive every day - on the road or 
trail.”

Jeep Wrangler U.S. sales in-
creased 26 percent in 2018, to an 
all-time record of 240,032 units.

Jeep Wrangler Rubicon
The 2019 Jeep Wrangler is the 

most capable SUV ever and exem-
plifies Jeep’s legendary 4x4 capabil-
ity that stays true to the original 
design while providing a fresh, 
modern take on a renowned pro-
file. With multiple powertrain 
combinations, including an all-
new turbocharged 2.0-liter engine 
with eTorque technology that fea-
tures a mild-hybrid system, it is 
the most powerful and most fuel-
efficient Wrangler ever with vastly 
improved on-road manners for 

everyday driving. It remains true 
to its heritage as the original open-
air fun-and-freedom machine. A 
multitude of technology and safety 
features increases Wrangler’s ap-
peal and extends its reach to new 
customers. 

All Wrangler models are Trail 
Rated with a badge indicating that 
the vehicle is designed to perform 
in a variety of challenging off-road 
conditions identified by five key 
consumer-oriented performance 

categories: traction, ground clear-
ance, maneuverability, articulation 
and water fording. Wrangler Rubi-
con models are equipped with sig-
nature red tow hooks, Rock-Trac® 
4x4 system, featuring a two-speed 
transfer case with a 4:1 low-range 
gear ratio, front and rear Dana 44 
axles, Tru-Lok® electric front- and 
rear-axle lockers, electronic sway 
bar disconnect and standard 33-
inch BF Goodrich KO2 All-Ter-
rain off-road tires.

UBER AND TAXIFY: A business on the rise

Whilst most South Afri-
cans are not employed, 
the job market is 

shrinking and more graduates are 
released into the system most of 
which these graduates are semi-
skilled or without any industrial 
experience at all. There is a new 
business on the rise, Uber and Tex-
ify. The app that can take you to 
greater heights which many users 
download daily.

In Gauteng the business was 
skeptical in the beginning to both 
to operators and to customers. The 
operators faced  many challenges 
in the industry from other com-
petitors feeling their business in-

terests threatened with reports of 
killings, torture, robbery and vehi-
cles set ablaze in the early days. At 
the other hand customers also ven-
tured in fear of substantial risks 
given the new app was a new thing 
in the way business operates, “no 
business as usual”. Despite those 

circumstances the business is on 
an upward trend and operators are 
prospering. Do you own a car? 
Maybe that’s the opportunity you 
have been waiting for. All you need 
is just the guts to start something 
of your own and be your own boss.

 Mr. Laurence(name withheld) 

an Uber driver and operator told 
Gauteng News that on a good 
month he pockets R25000 to 
R30000, and the business is more 
profitable on weekends.

“ I am a hard worker.  The busi-
ness responds well to weather pat-
terns especially during raining 
nights”, he said. 

A Taxify driver we spoke to also 
echoed the same sentiments.

“The app is giving us a living, 
however our Uber Counterparts 
are4 getting more business and 
hardworking is required so I don’t 
sleep home most days”, he said. 

Home Affairs to extend hours until January

The Department of Home Affairs offices will 
be open from 7am to 7pm until January.

The longer working hours extend to the 
Germiston Home Affairs office and residents are 
urged to make use of the opportunity to get their 
smart IDs. Residents are also encouraged to visit 

their nearest IEC office to register to vote or to SMS 
their ID number to 32810 to check on their regis-
tration status.

Residents without ID books or smart card IDs 
should contact their nearest Home Affairs office as 
soon as possible.

Mateboho Mkwenyana

Isaac Chingwara on a good month he pockets 
R25000 to R30000, and the 

business is more profitable on 
weekends.
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South Africa misses out on hosting AFCON 2019

Egypt will host the 2019 Africa Cup of 
Nations between June 15 and July 13, 
Confederation of African Football 

(CAF) president Ahmad Ahmad announced 
in Dakar on Tuesday.   

The CAF executive committee preferred 
Egypt to South Africa as replacements for 
original hosts Cameroon, who were dropped 
due to delays in preparations and concerns 
over security.

Danny Jordaan blamed politics adding 
that Arab countries are entrenched and CAF 
Headquarters are in Cairo, however many 
believed SAFA’s bid would fail.

A CAF official told AFP that Egypt re-
ceived 16 votes from the executive commit-
tee, South Africa one and there was one ab-
stention. Ahmad made the announcement 
just hours after CAF said it would not dis-
close the winner until Wednesday to allow 

the media to concentrate on the annual 
awards ceremony in Dakar later Tuesday.

It will be the fifth time Egypt stage the bi-
ennial showpiece of African football after 
1959, when the country was called the Unit-
ed Arab Republic, 1974, 1986 and 2006.

Egypt only entered the running to 
host the Cup of Nations when fellow 
north African country Morocco 
announced they would not bid 
to do so.

Egypt boast many interna-
tional-standard venues with the 
Cairo International Stadium (72 
000) and Borg El Arab Stadium in Al-
exandria (87 000) boasting the largest 
capacities.

Ismailia, Port Said and Suez are other 
possible venues for tournament matches 
as the Cup of Nations returns to north 
Africa after a 13-year absence.  

The choice of Egypt will immediately 
make them favourites to win a record-
extending eighth Cup of Nations title 
this year. 

The star of the current team, Liver-
pool attacker Mohamed Salah, is favourite 
to retain the African Player of the Year 
award in Dakar. Security and weather will 
be two challenges facing Egypt in the first 
Cup of Nations to feature 24 teams, up from 
16 in Gabon two years ago.

Egypt faces a constant terror threat in the 
volatile Middle East region and the weather 
during the tournament is expected to be hot 

and humid.
Djamel Belmadi, coach of 2019 qualifiers 

Algeria, said recently that he would prefer 
South Africa to host the tournament be-
cause of the cooler weather conditions there.

“It is almost impossible to play (in 
Egypt) given the heat and humidi-

ty,” he told the Algerian media. 
“The weather conditions in 

South Africa are more 
pleasant.” 

Egyptian football official 
Karam Kordi responded: “It 

would be better if Belmadi said 
he was afraid of the enthusiastic 

Egyptian supporters.”
Algeria, Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, 

Ivory Coast, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Tunisia and Uganda have 

qualified for the 2019 tournament. 
The other 10 places will be filled af-

ter the final qualifiers between March 
18 and 26.

South Africa sit in second spot 
in Group E of their 2019 AFCON 

qualifying campaign after a recent 1-1 draw 
against Nigeria in their penultimate match, 
that saw the Super Eagles secure qualifica-
tion.

To book their place to Egypt, Baxter’s men 
need to avoid defeat against war-torn Libya 
- who are two points behind in Group E - 
with the match set to take place on March 
22, 2019 at a neutral venue.

SAFA Boss
Danny Jordaan

Sports Correspondent
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For many, leaving a secure 
job to venture into the un-
known world of business, 

is a scary thought. But business-
woman Portia Mngomezulu 
(pictured), chose to put her faith 
in her dreams.

She took the plunge and re-
signed from her job in IT to fo-
cus on her skincare and cosmet-
ics company.

As daunting as the experience 
was for Mngomezulu, she in-
stinctively knew she had made 
the right decision when she re-
ceived a call from Mass Mart of-
fering her a scholarship to study 
at the Gordon Institute of Busi-
ness Science.

In 2014, the entrepreneur en-
rolled at the institution for a one 
year supply development pro-
gramme.

“I resigned in 2013 because my 
business was taking too much of 

Woman breaks barriers to pursue business
my time. Even though I had some people laughing at me for leaving 
my job, I didn’t care because I already knew that one day I would have 
a full range of products,” Mngomezulu said.

The 37-year-old woman established her business “Portia M” in 2011 
after she discovered that the marula oil can alleviate the appearance of 
stretch marks.

It was her mother in-law who suggested that she use the marula oil 
when she experienced stretch marks after giving birth to her son. Im-
pressed by the results, she then began selling the raw marula oil as a 
side business to her friends on Facebook and at church. Her business 
has come a long way since the days of selling her products to her 
friends as she now has a full range of skincare products which she 
supplies to more than 1 600 stores nationwide.

Her products are available at Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Game and Clicks, 
as well as stores in Botswana and Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland.

Mngomezulu’s business wasn’t funded by the banks as they thought 
the cosmetics sector was too risky. So when she received her R356 000 
pay out from her former employer, she invested it into the business.

“I invested every cent that I made into the business. Growing a busi-
ness organically is not easy because you have to be disciplined. There 
was a time when I only wore one black outfit because that is the only 
one I had. Every R20 mattered and had to go back into the business,” 
she smiles, thinking back.

The 10 time award winning business woman only started paying 
herself a salary in 2017. She was recently awarded the supplier of the 
year by Pick n Pay where she has made over R20 million in sales.

When Mngomezulu discovered the benefits of the marula oil, she 
knew she wanted to compete in retail.

She developed a few products for her skincare range and when she 
was satisfied with them, she approached the Small Enterprise Devel-
opment Agency (seda) for assistance.

Seda paid for her products to be tested by the South African Bureau 
of Standards (SABS) and provided her with a business adviser to 
guide her on her journey as a businesswoman.

Portia M products include body lotions, a facial skincare range, a 
bath, as well as a baby care range.

Government institutions have played a major role in assisting Mn-
gomezulu with financial support and navigating the business envi-
ronment.

Last year Mngomezulu’s business received a R600 000 grant through 
Seda’s Technology programme which she used to buy machinery.

The programme provides a range of services that promote entrepre-
neurship in industry, particularly in enabling small enterprises to ac-
cess appropriate technology to become more competitive and grow 
their businesses.

She is also a recipient of the Top 40 National Gazelles, a flagship 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) support programme of 
Seda and the Department of Small Business Development.

The programme is aimed at identifying and supporting SMEs with 
growth potential through a comprehensive range of business growth-
oriented programmes, activities and partnerships.

“Even though some people laughed at me for leaving my job, I didn’t care...”
Staff Writer
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Gauteng primary school 
learners introduced to 

aviation industry

Aerospace Systems 
Provider Honeywell 
has partnered with 

the Gauteng Department of 
Education (GDE), the US 
Space and Rocket Centre to 
introduce an aviation Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics 
(STEM) skill development 
programme to four Gauteng 
Primary Schools. The launch 
took place at the SciBono 
Centre in Newtown, on the 
12th of November

The aim was to introduce 
grade 5 learners to the beau-
ty of aviation. It was also to 
change the way learners per-
ceive maths and science. 
Gauteng MEC for Education 
Panyaza Lesufi who graced 
the launch said the event was 

about creating an interest for 
aviation among learners. 

 “This programme aligns 
itself with the aim, further 
reinforcing our mission to 
enthuse young learners with 
the fundamentals of avia-
tion. Educators of Tshwane 
high schools between grade 
eight and nine are being 
taught about nuclear tech-
nology”, said the MEC. 

 The president of Africa at 
Honeywell Sean Smith said 
such events were important 
as they  contribute to the 
growth of the aviation in-
dustry. 

“At Honeywell we know 
the importance of encourag-
ing enthusiasm in aviation at 
an early age. It helps to keep 
our industry growing “. 

Educators of Tshwane high schools between grade eight 
and nine are being taught about nuclear technology

BATLILE MPHULWANE

Portia Mngomezulu
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The launch of the newly estab-
lished Toyota Wessels Institute 
for Manufacturing Studies 

(TWIMS) is set to boost South Africa’s 
manufacturing sector.

 The R56 million TWIMS, launched by 
Trade and Industry Minister Rob Davies 
on Monday, is set to develop world class 
capabilities and drive African industri-
alisation.

 “We are looking forward to this insti-
tution contributing to the manufactur-
ing sector as a whole. We expressed our 
support on the programme because we 
can see a need for a much more strategic 
thinking about manufacturing institu-
tions. We also urge the institution not to 
confine itself to the auto sector, but be 
much more about manufacturing in 
general,” said Davies.

 TWIMS was established in partner-
ship with the University of Pretoria’s 
Gordon Institute of Business Science 
(GIBS) to deliver an MBA specialising 
in manufacturing.

TWIMS is also an independent, not 
for profit initiative, established through 
grant funding from the Toyota South 
Africa Education Trust.

While TWIMS carries the name of 
both Toyota and the Wessels family, 
which founded Toyota South Africa, the 
institution is a public body dedicated to 
the development of manufacturing and 
manufacturing-related executives, man-
agers and government officials in Africa.

Gauteng welcomes 
“Quantum rapist” sentencing

The Gauteng Provincial Govern-
ment has welcomed the sentenc-
ing of the serial rapist, who came 

to be known as the “Quantum rapist”.
One of two taxi drivers who was be-

hind the abduction, rape and robbing of 
female taxi commuters in Gauteng, Leb-
ogang Gift Mokoena, was sentenced to 
13 life sentences and 340 years in prison 
by South Gauteng High Court in Palm 
Ridge, Ekurhuleni on Thursday.

Social Development MEC Nandi 
Mayathula-Khoza said the harsh sen-
tence given to Mokoena will serve as a 
deterrent.

It was also a welcome message at the 
start the 16 Days of Activism Against 
Women and Children. The campaign 
kicks off on Sunday.

“As the Gauteng Provincial Govern-
ment, we have a zero-tolerance for the 
abuse of women and children. We wel-
come the sentencing of Mokoena and it 
is a victory for all Gauteng women.

“Gender based violence has no place 
in society and we celebrate every time 
when a perpetrator faces the full might 
of the law,” said the MEC.

She applauded the police, the judiciary 
and everyone who worked to ensure the 
sentencing.

“We celebrate with those who survived 
the brutal attacks,” Mayathula-Khoza 
said.

 TWIMS set to boost SA manufacturing

Speaking at the launch in Kloof, Dur-
ban, Davies said TWIMS will accelerate 
the building of a deep manufacturing 
culture that South Africa is in need of to 
drive its domestic demands, while also 
producing value added products in dif-
ferent sectors of the economy.

He said the launch of TWIMS takes 
place at a time when the rest of the man-
ufacturing world is wrestling with dis-
ruptions and new opportunities brought 
about by the digital industrial revolu-
tion.

It is essential for South Africa to ade-
quately have the capacity to take advan-
tage of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

“Most importantly, will be the role 
played by the government in providing 
conducive transitional support to indus-
try during the adaptation period. 

TWIMS also speaks to another reality 
that if we want to deepened manufac-
turing and industrialisation in South 
Africa we need to move up the value 
chain and develop as a country,” he said.

Chief Executive Officer and President 
of Toyota South Africa Motors, Andrew 
Kirby, said Toyota SA has been looking 
forward to the opportunities, contribu-
tion and potential that the institution 
will make to South Africa and Africa.

“The establishment of TWIMS, with 
the GIBS partnership and MBA pro-
gramme, will be a pinnacle in education 
offerings and will form an integral com-
ponent of career path development.

“We also need to equip our youth with 
the necessary skills to occupy these 
managerial roles in the future and pro-
vide the leadership required to keep 

manufacturing in South Africa compet-
itive with global industries around the 
world,” said Kirby.

The Dean of GIBS, Professor Nicola 
Kleyn, said the opening of TWIMS 
marks a milestone for the manufactur-
ing sector, as it is a key contributor to 
the local and national economy, mainly 
because of its high employment multi-
pliers, driver of technology and the 
growth of skills capacity and capabili-
ties.

“Over our 16-year relationship with 
the Durban Automotive Cluster, it has 
proved an effective platform to support 
firms to remain globally competitive 
and a responsible custodian of State re-
sources in supporting government to 
achieve its goals and develop the manu-
facturing sector,” Kleyn said

It is essential for South Africa to adequately have the capacity to take advantage of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

Staff Writer

Toyota SA has been looking forward to the opportunities, contribution and potential that the institution will make to South Africa

Convicted Quantum rapist

Staff Writer
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Hyundai’s new Santa Fe with premium design, loads 
of comfort features and roomy interior arrives in SA

Hyundai’s fourth-genera-
tion Santa Fe has arrived 
in South Africa with a 

new, premium design, advanced 
technology, more space and with 
comfort features that makes it 
worthy of the model’s flagship sta-
tus in the brand’s local vehicle 
range.

This “ambassador for the brand’s 
new design language”, as Hyundai 
Motor Group’s new design chief 
Luc Donckerwolke refers to the 
new Santa Fe, was first launched 
in 2001 and 5 331 units have been 
sold in South Africa since then.

The new model represents the 
cornerstone of the SUV heritage 
that Hyundai has built up over the 
years. It also provides one of the 
best-in-class safety packages, re-
markable roominess and innova-
tive comfort features that enhance 
the customer’s daily life.

The new-generation Santa Fe is 
introduced in South Africa in 
three derivatives:

Santa Fe R 2.2 Premium auto-
matic (with front-wheel drive);

Santa Fe R 2.2 Executive auto-
matic (with front-wheel drive); 
and

Santa Fe R 2.2 Elite automatic 
(with HTRAC all-wheel drive).

Premium design
The design of the fourth-genera-

tion Santa Fe connects with the 
new SUV-family look. It displays a 
modern and elegant appearance 
complemented by eye-catching 
composite light and the cascading 
grille, Hyundai’s SUV-family 
identity. The exterior design is 
characterised by a powerful wide 
stance and an athletic, bold look. 
Its refined lines reinforce the car’s 
status at the top of Hyundai’s SUV 
line-up.

The new Santa Fe is available in 
7 colours, ranging from Phantom 
Black to White Cream, Typhoon 
Silver, Wild Explorer (a darker sil-
ver), Earthy Bronze, Horizon Red 
and Stormy Sea (a shade of blue).

New 8-speed gearbox, enhanced 
four-wheel drive with HTRAC

The new-generation Santa Fe 
features an advanced four-wheel 
drive system in the Elite derivative 
with an enhanced torque applica-
tion depending on wheel grip and 
the speed of vehicle, called 
HTRAC. Hyundai’s next genera-
tion all-wheel-drive technology 
controls the torque distribution 
and braking power of the front 
and rear wheels variably. It sup-
ports drivers in all kinds of driv-
ing situations, whether on slip-
pery roads or in regular road 
conditions, and enhances stability 
in cornering.

The power for the new Santa Fe’s 

drivetrain comes from the proven 
2,2-litre CRDi engine that delivers 
142 kW maximum power and 440 
Nm maximum torque. Linked to 
the newly developed 8-speed au-
tomatic gearbox, which is engi-
neered with a transversal layout, it 
delivers enhanced fuel efficiency 
of 3 to 4%.

 The new gearbox layout offers a 
more compact set-up and an in-
creased gear span for enhanced 
performance and reduced fuel 
consumption. The gear ratio is 
widened by 18,3 %, resulting in an 
improved engine response during 
start and acceleration.

During braking the engine re-
sponse is improved due to a high-
er downshifting point. The higher 
gear ratio width ensures greater 
differentiation of the drive modes.

Industry-first safety technolo-
gies

The fourth-generation Santa Fe 
offers one of the best-in-class safe-
ty packages and industry-first 
safety features. The innovative 
Rear Occupant Alert (in the Elite 
derivative) monitors the rear seats 
to detect passengers and alerts the 
driver when leaving the car. The 
Elite also comes with an Electron-
ic Child Safety Lock.

The Rear Cross-Traffic Colli-
sion-Avoidance Assist  - a stand-
ard feature in the Executive and 
Elite derivatives - is a Hyundai 
first too. When reversing out of 
areas with low visibility, the sys-
tem not only warns the driver if 
vehicles approach from the rear 

side - it also applies the brakes au-
tomatically. The Executive and 
Elite also boasts a Blind Spot De-
tection system.

The Safety Exit Assist, also 
standard in the Executive and 
Elite derivatives, prevents acci-
dents when vehicles approach 
from behind by temporarily lock-
ing the doors before being opened, 
so that passengers will exit the car 
safely.

All derivatives have ABS (Anti-
Lock Braking System); ESP (Elec-
tronic Stability Program); DBC 
(Downhill Brake Control) & HAC 
(Hill start Assist Control).

Highest Passive Safety
The new-generation Santa Fe 

benefits from superior rigidity 
through the application of high 
strength steel, high impact energy 
absorption and minimised distor-
tion in order to protect passengers 
in the event of a collision.

Passive safety is enhanced by an 
increased body rigidity to protect 
passengers in the event of a colli-
sion. Thanks to hot stamping be-
ing applied over an enlarged area 
along with larger weld diameters, 
the car’s overall weight is reduced 
while providing top-level crash-
worthiness. The Santa Fe features 
more high-strength steel than any 
other Hyundai vehicle with 57% - 
that is 15% above the previous 
model.

Around the interior of the Santa 
Fe a total of six airbags are in-
stalled (two front airbags, two side 
airbags and two curtain airbags 

from first to second row protect-
ing both driver and passengers). 
The new Santa Fe was awarded 
with a 5-star certification in the 
Euro NCAP crash test.

State-of-the-art infotainment 
system

The 7-inch infotainment system 
in the Santa Fe - which is a stand-
ard feature in all three derivatives 
- integrates all media and connec-
tivity features, allowing drivers to 
always stay tuned to the traffic 
ahead.

The Display Audio offers cus-
tomers accessible connectivity 
with the seven-inch high-resolu-
tion colour LCD touchscreen to 
connect their smartphones via 
Apple CarPlay or Android Auto. 
Passengers can also use the navi-
gation applications of their smart-
phone, to be displayed on the 
touch screen. The system recog-
nises the passenger’s voice allow-
ing them to dictate messages or to 
make phone calls. The Display 
Audio also features an integrated 
rear-view camera with dynamic 
guidelines.

For further connection of cus-
tomer’s devices, the Santa Fe 
comes standard with a USB port 
and an AUX jack.

Exterior Design
The exterior design of the new 

Santa Fe is characterised by a 
powerful wide stance and an ath-
letic, bold look with refined lines 
that reinforce the car’s status at the 
top of Hyundai’s SUV line-up. The 
Santa Fe’s front adopts the Hyun-

dai’s new SUV family appearance 
and features an expressive and 
powerful look. The front intro-
duces the Cascading Grille that is 
complemented by the Composite 
Light - a design comprising LED 
Daytime Running Lights posi-
tioned on top of the headlights. 
The Elite and Executive have full 
LED headlights, while the Premi-
um derivative is equipped with 
halogen lights. The Elite’s head-
lights have dynamic bending into 
a corner as an added feature.

The dynamic character of the 
side is enhanced by a sleek roof 
line and the bold side character 
line running from the headlights 
to the taillights to form a fluid de-
sign. 

The rear creates a confident and 
stable stance with unique tail 
lights, a striking bumper design 
and twin exhaust pipe outlets. The 
Elite is equipped with LED tail 
lights. Three wheel designs are 
used - an 18-inch wheel for the 
Premium, and two different 19-
inch wheels for the Executive and 
Elite versions respectively. The Ex-
ecutive and Elite also gets a 
chrome bezel around the side 
windows. 

The exterior dimensions make 
the new Santa Fe appear even 
more prominent. With a length of 
4 770 mm, a width of 1 890 mm 
and a longer wheelbase of 2 765 
mm, the Santa Fe has an even 
stronger stance on the road and 
provides more comfort for its pas-
sengers.

JOIN OUR MOTORING SECTION ADVERTISE HERE!!!

The Elite derivative also boasts a new 7-inch TFT colour display information screen in the centre of the instrument cluster

Staff Writer
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Banyana banyana flies SA flag to  France

For the first time in histo-
ry, Banyana Banyana has 
made it to the Fifa Wom-

en’s World Cup. On Tuesday 
night, the 27 November 2018, 
forward Thembi Kgatlana led a 
huge celebration on the field 
with her team mates after scor-

ing the opening goal. She was 
followed by Lebohang Rama-
lepe with her stunning goal 
which made it two for the SA 
side. They beat Mali at Cape 
Coast stadium in Ghana.

The excitement was all over 
the field after final whistle of 
the second semi-final match, 
where Banyana Banyana se-

cured their place with a 2-0 vic-
tory over Mali. 

It has been a tournament to 
remember for Banyana Banya-
na, their journey to compete 
with the best in the world be-
gan after their biggest disap-
pointment of 2014 in Namibia 
when they did not qualify for 
the 2015 world cup in Canada.

Desiree Ellis, the Banyana 
Banyana coach was singing 
praises for those who contrib-
uted to the success of the team 
over the years.

“It’s for the whole country, it’s 
for the players and it’s for all the 
coaches. It’s for everyone that 
has played a part over the last 
many years because it’s not 

about now, but it’s about every-
thing. Most importantly it is for 
our wonderful sponsor, Sasol.  
They have been the driving 
force behind this team. They 
have given us all these opportu-
nities, the Sasol league, where 
players were selected by SAFA 
as well. We had a fantastic year 
of preparation” said coach Ellis.  

Sports Correspondent


