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Minister Bheki Cele fulfils
 teenager’s dream
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saved the day by 
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engineering and 
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ANC Johannesburg branch secretary of gets 12 
months suspended sentence for assaulting woman
He was found guilty of assault with intent to cause grievous bodily harm

Thabang Setona, 36, was 
sentenced to 12 months 
suspended for five years 

by the Johannesburg magistrate’s 
court on January 29, for assaulting 
Makete during a march at ANC 
headquarters early last year. He 
was found guilty of assault with 
intent to cause grievous bodily 
harm.

According to Sowetanlive, Ma-
kete’s husband, Robert Makete 
said Setona came twice to apolo-
gise and even gave them “some-
thing” to express his remorse in 
November.

Setona was captured kicking 

Makete while she was on the 
ground. The image sparked out-
rage and the branch suspended the 
36-year-old with immediate effect 
on February 5, 2018.

Branch spokesperson Jolidee 
Matongo says Setona also faces an 
internal disciplinary hearing.“He 
faces charges of putting the organ-
isations into disrepute but depend-
ing on how he pleads before the 
disciplinary committee and what-
ever mitigating evidence he pro-
vides to the committee, the sanc-
tion would then be in line with 
that”.

The ANC in Johannesburg wel-
comed the judgment.

“We are pleased that he handed 

himself to the police service and 
has pleaded guilty.”In addition, 
we welcome the fact that he has 

since the day of the incident shown 
remorse and apologised to the vic-
tim,” Matongo said

CAUGHT ON CAMERA Thabang Setona assaults a woman

Staff Reporter

Diepsloot domestic worker gifted fully furnished home by employer

A Diepsloot domestic worker and her 
two children were gifted with a 
three-bedroom home by her em-

ployer.
Viola Mkhwanazi, 44, has been working 

for Pamela and Jonathan Niemand for 16 
years, and the couple wanted to do some-
thing really special to thank her for her loy-
alty and hard work. 

Viola, who is a widow, and her children 
lived in a cramped one-bedroom home, the 
Niemands decided to purchase a house in 
Riverside View, Fourways, and furnish it for 
them.

Viola’s son Mlungisi, 10, and daughter 
Angelica, 6, each have their own custom 
decorated bedroom.  

Pamela is the CEO of Enigma Lifestyle 
Hotel Apartments, and previously headed 

the Executive Suites Group which she sold 
in April. The dynamic businesswoman is 
also Mrs Johannesburg 2018 and Mrs 
Mzantzi Africa 2019, as well as a Margaret 
Hirsch Woman in Business Award Winner 
for 2018. Jonathan Niemand is a business 
consultant for Discovery Health.

“We decided to buy Viola a house because 
we understand the difficulty of facing pov-
erty and her living conditions in Diepsloot 
was inhumane. She’s been working for us 
for 16 years and she is the most incredible 
person,” said Pamela.

A visibly moved Viola could only exclaim 
her disbelief as Pamela and her friends 
showed the family-of-three through their 
new home.

Pamela says that she and Jonathan hope to 
“inspire others who can do the same, to do it 
without hesitation”.

Mkwenyana Mateboho
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Minister Bheki Cele fulfils teenager’s dream

Minister of Police Bheki Cele 
has saved the day by assist-
ing Juliet Khubeka, (18) to 

pursue her Degree in Chemical engi-
neering and Chemistry at Wits Univer-
sity. Khubeka is former learner from 
Mafori Mphahlele High School. The 
minister has committed to pay for 

Khubeka’s tuition fees. This is after the 
minister had met her at a Take a Girl 
Child To Work last year at the depart-
ment’s head office. 

Minister Cele was welcomed by the 
school and the community of Molapo, 
as they were gratified to see the young 
girl who achieved 3 distinctions in Sci-
ence, Mathematics and Life Orientation 

for matric class of 2018. The 
school principal Xolani Maise-
la and the teachers expressed 
excitement of the learner’s ex-
ceptional performance and for 
putting the Secondary school 
on the map.

“We are very proud of Juliet 
and very thankful to the minis-
ter for assisting our learner. 
Last year the Minister’s de-
partment had a programme to 
take a girl child to work and 
Juliet was of the selected few 
learners. Fortunately, the min-
ister had to attend parliament 
in Cape Town and Juliet also 
went along with Cele as she 
also had opportunity to read 
her speech in parliament”, said 
Maisela. 

Mafori Mphahlele High 
school is well known to pro-
duce excellent matric results. 

In 2017 the school produced 
93% pass rate and 243 matric

ulates, and in 2018 they made 
84% pass rate and 168 matric 
learners passed last year.  The 
young achiever who was born 
and raised in Soweto Phiri, 
broke new grounds and she set 
the bar high for her peers in 
school and the community at 
large. “I am very happy to have 
achieved 3 distinctions and 
would like to show my people 
that anything is possible as 
long you put your mind to it” 

said Juliet. She will be doing 
extra classes with grade 12 
leaners for science and maths 
every Saturday. 

 Pinky Khubeka Juliet’s 
mother could not contain her 
excitement.

 “We are very blessed to have 
Juliet and she has always made 
me proud. She has always been 
a good child. She’s also going 
to be tutoring young kids in the 
community.

“Two books she has complet-
ed are going to be published 
soon”, she said. 

 Gauteng News spoke to a 
former class teacher of the 
golden learner who was over 
herself with joy, “Juliet has al-
ways been a God fearing child 
and she always challenged an-
ything that she didn’t under-
stand”, said Mrs Tau.

Palesa Mohlamme

Acting on a tip off from a reliable 
source, the Drug Enforcement 
Unit Members cornered and ap-
prehended a male foreign na-

tional, Nigerian in Brakpan area found in 
possession of two expired asylum seekers 
documents both expired in 2017, 1 x ziplock 
of Khat, 1 x ziplock containing Crystal 
meth, 1 x packet of dagga, 11 x Mandrax 
tablets and R1500 cash which at the later 
stage, was used in an attempt to bribe Offic-
ers.

After the alleged drug supplier was thor-
oughly frisked just on Kritzinger road, they 
will appear in Court on a charge of posses-
sion and dealing in drugs was uncovered. 
Drugs in his possession, were estimated to 
be R6000. He tried to buy his way out by 
producing R1500 to Officers for his free-
dom, before he was handcuffed and taken to 
Brakpan police station. He is charged with 
possession and dealing in illicit substances, 
bribing Officers plus as an illegal immi-
grant.

Another incident that took place in Eden-
vale, patrolling DEU ‘B’ team Members 
moved into a shop on VanRiebeck avenue 
where they noticed a white substance stuffed 
between a six pack of 2ltr bottled water on 
display. The 45yr old male foreign national 
(Nigerian) owner of the café, who couldn’t 
provide clear answers, was arrested before 
minimum force was applied after he showed 
signs of resisting arrest. Eleven pieces of 
rock, R560 cash, 13 x ziplock of Crystal 
meth and 1 x ziplock containing khat to the 
value of R6000 were found in the premises 
and in his possession.

As Officers were marching the suspect to 
Edenvale police station, they noticed that 
they once arrested him sometime last year, 
with the same charges of possession and 
dealing in drugs. This time around, he is fac-
ing charges of resisting arrest, possession 
and dealing in illicit substance.

Both detained suspects arrested in Brak-
pan and Edenvale, will appear at relevant 
Magistrate’s Court soon.

CRIME WATCH
Mkwenyana Mateboho

“We are very proud 
of Juliet and very 

thankful to the 
minister for assisting 

our learner.”

 Minister  Bheki Cele has committed to pay for Khubeka’s tuition fees. This is after the minister had met her at a Take a Girl Child To Work last year at the department’s head office. 
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Want to quit smoking? These tips may help you kick the habit

If you’ve finally reached a point in your 
life where you are ready to stop smok-
ing, well done for making that deci-

sion! However, it’s not going to be easy and 
you need to make sure you are prepared. 
You will have to break your nicotine addic-
tion, which may be difficult.

According to World Health Organisation 
Cardiovascular diseases (CVD) kill more 
people than any other cause of death world-
wide, and tobacco use and second-hand 
smoke exposure contribute to approximate-
ly 17% of all heart disease deaths. Tobacco 
use is the second leading cause of CVD, af-

ter high blood pressure.
The global tobacco epidemic kills more 

than 7 million people each year, of which 
close to 900 000 are non-smokers dying 
from breathing second-hand smoke. Nearly 
80% of the more than 1 billion smokers 
worldwide live in low- and middle-income 
countries, where the burden of tobacco-re-
lated illness and death is heaviest.

Here are some benefits of quitting:
• You’ll be able to exercise or be physi-

cally active with less shortness of breath.
• Your clothes, hair, body, car and home 

will smell better.
• Your sense of taste and smell will return 

to normal.

• The stains on your teeth and fingernails 
will start to fade.

• You’ll be able to exercise or be physi-
cally active with less shortness of breath.

• Your clothes, hair, body, car and home 
will smell better.

• Your sense of taste and smell will return 
to normal.

• The stains on your teeth and fingernails 
will start to fade.

Before you decide on your quit day, draw 
up a list of reasons for why you want to 
quit. When you want to smoke after you’ve 
quit, pull out that list and remind yourself 
why you are doing it.

A step by step plan to help you quit smok-
ing. You will find guidelines, best practices, 
facts and tips to help you successfully reach 
your goal. 

The basic steps of quitting are the fol-
lowing:

1. Make the Decision to Quit
2. Understand Your High-Risk Times
3. Stock Up on Supplies
4. Pick a Quit Date
5. Let People Know
6. Remove Smoking Reminders
7. Your Quit Date and the First 2 
    Weeks
8. Maintenance and Coping  Strategies

Desmond Mathebula

Founder of 
Faith Charpel 
International 
speaks to us

Apostle Golden Ngobeni is the founder and vision bar-
er of Faith Chapel International bible church in 
Soweto. The church is located in Diepkloof zone 6 at 

Black Chain centre – next to Bara taxi rank. It is said that the 
church has been doing great since the branch has been planted 
in Soweto. On Sunday the 3rd of February the apostle said to 
Gauteng News that God has been using him in mysterious 
ways since he landed in that area.

Members of the church confirmed that God has been doing 
wonders in their lives since they started attending that church. 
There are plans for a TV channel that will be called “GNM 
TV” meaning Golden Ngobeni Ministries TV that have al-
ready started taking place. 

“People should be expecting to see the channel up and run-
ning starting from the 1st Sunday of March,’ he said. 

The apostle said he is one person who fully believes and is 
dependent on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He explained 
that all his preaching’s he always remind people that from 
Genesis to revelations impossibility is a non-existence term, 
and that nothing can ever limit God. 

On the last Friday of March at 19h00 till dawn, the church 
will be hosting another night of breakthrough. “I have already 
started interceding for the night. People should invite family 
and friends because God will be delivering people beyond 
reasonable doubt,’ concluded he said.

Desmond Mathebula

Faith Chapel International bible church in Soweto. 

Moving mountains......

People should invite family and friends 
because God will be delivering people 

beyond reasonable doubt
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There’s a new Rapper in town

Tumelo Nyalungu or 
known by his fans as 
Tumzar Van Kotsi is an 
up and coming South 

African rapper.
Nyalungu a resident from Bush-

buckridge in Mpumalanga, devel-
oped his love for music in high 
school where he started off writing 
and reciting poetry, he then moved 
to music. He built his career by 
staying humble and performing at 
every gig he got whether paid or 
not, he just wants people to listen 
to his music and get their feed-
back. The motswako rapper  ex-

presses himself through his music. 
The artist is most likely to reach a 
thousand downloads within 24 
hours every time he releases a sin-
gle and has even reached the level 
of selling Van Kotsi brand.

Nyalunga has performed at 
many places in Mpumalunga and 
outside, he was a supporting act at 
Cassper Nyovest show in Mayfair 
(Bophelo Community). He would 
like to collaborate with Kwesta 
and draws inspiration for his mu-
sic from the people who surrounds 
him and his upbringing.

“My love for poetry made me 

love music because I love writing 
and it’s all the same classification 
‘Art’”, said Nyalunga.

He believes that with each pass-
ing day he becomes better and bet-
ter as a musician and would not be 
where he is today without the sup-
port of his community. He feels 
the hip hop industry in South Af-
rica is fast becoming the best in 
the world and the artist in South 
Africa are growing the music.

“I work hard and I’m humble 
and down to earth as I grow with 
the Van Kotsi Nation”, said 
Nyalunga.

HE BUILT HIS CAREER by staying humble and performing 
at every gig he got whether paid or not, he just wants people to 
listen to his music and get their feedback.

LEE-YANDRA PAULSEN

Tumelo Nyalungu  AKA Tumzar Van Kotsi

Four pupils killed as walkway collapses in Vanderbijlpark high school

According to Gauteng MEC Panyaza 
Lesufi, a walkway connecting the main 
school building to other classrooms col-

lapsed just after 8:00 am. At least four children 
have been killed at Höerskool Driehoek in Van-
derbijlpark after a building structure collapsed. 
Roydon Olckers, Jandré Steyn and Marli Currie 

lost their lives in the tragedy on the scene. On 
Sunday 3 February, a fourth pupil, Marnus 
Nagel, succumbed to his injuries. Multiple peo-
ple have sustained injuries ranging from minor 
to moderate. Paramedic service ER24 confirmed 
that approximately 20 others have been injured 
on the scene and four children have been air-
lifted to hospital. Classes at the school were sus-
pended for the day, and pupils were provided 

with counseling.
A community member stated that the commu-

nity has been deeply affected by this tragedy, 
“Let us rise together and start worshiping God 
by all raising a Hallelujah for the kids still in 
hospital”. Lesufi delivered a statement from the 
school, calling the incident a sad day for the ed-
ucation sector and pledging to ensure the vic-
tims receive medical attention regardless of 

whether or not they have medical aid.
The MEC stated that despite the building be-

ing 45-years-old, he could not pass judgment on 
the quality of the structure.

The Gauteng Department of Education has 
taken the decision to temporarily close Hoër-
skool Driehoek in Vanderbijlpark after a struc-
tural collapse claimed the lives of four pupils on 
the first of February.

Desmond Mathebula
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Going and growing

Photography has been 
around for many years, 
served the world by 
keeping alive memories 

of the past and documenting pre-
cious and treasured times. Photog-
raphy has come to be less appreci-
ated though as everyone with an 
access to a camera can be consid-
ered a photographer. The thin line 
between talent and ability though 
still gives us the best photogra-
phers to follow. Lawley young tal-
ented photographer Thembinkosi 
Hlatshwayo has been paving a 
great path with his unorthodox 
style of portraying social issues. 
He is building a fan base by taking 
complex and insightful but relata-
ble to society pictures. His talent 
can make him one of the best 
South African photographers.

Thembinkosi was officially in-
troduced to photography in 2013 
at Vaal University of Technology 
where he was accepted to study 
the profession. ‘Circumstances 
had me drop out in my second 
year, continued to photograph on 
and off until I joined a photogra-
phy initiative in 2016 called Of 
Soul and Joy (OSJ)’ says the 25 
year old. His ‘revival was then’.

Throughout his life he had a vi-
sion that he wanted to share with 
society and photography was the 
best way for him to express him-
self and be heard. His influences 
are surprisingly not narrowly from 
photography. “My influences are 
music, the little things I see any-
where and other artists,” he says. 
He is a visionary, and importantly 
a storyteller; his photographs tell 
people stories instead of just 
showing them. “I take photos of 
something I connect to, something 
that is of the microcosm and mac-
rocosm,” says Thembinkosi. He 
focuses on producing photographs 
of substance rather than what is 
commercially accepted or bound 
to make money. “Well to be in it 
for the money would really re-

quire you to choose another career not photography, even fame is ques-
tionable, which famous photographer do you know? However I am look-
ing to achieve something greater than my comprehension,” he says.  

In 2018 Thembinkosi was part of a group exhibition by the OSJ photo 
project, in Thokoza: Place of Peace. Before that, in 2017 he was selected 
to exhibit at Art Africa Fair in Cape Town, and in 2016 he was part of a 

group exhibition at a photo festival 
in Thokoza. One of the highlights 
of his career was when he was 
sponsored to go overseas.  “In 
June 2017 I went to France for 
three weeks through a sponsor-

ship, where I was part of the Photo 
Folio Reviews and Spring Photog-
raphy Workshop with Matheiu As-
selin,” he says. Matheiu Asselin is 
a New York based French-Vene-
zuelan photographer artist who 
documents photography and por-
traits related to social issues.

Thembinkosi believes he is to-
day a better photographer than he 
was in the beginning, but cannot 
say that he is the best photogra-
pher. “I am today the best photog-
rapher I have ever been, I intend to 
keep it growing, the best compari-
son is with self.” 

Thembinkosi is set apart from 
other photographers for his con-
sistency in working on what he is 
socially knowledgeable on. “Our 
stories are different, our experi-
ences, our perspectives are differ-
ent, from that we are distinguisha-
ble,” he says. The most important 
thing about his photography is get-
ting to know what people get to 
feel from it rather than what they 
get to see.

His photography has changed 
over the years. He has developed 
the courage to portray with an 
emancipated mind. 

“My aesthetics have changed, 
my approach to it, it is freer,” he 
says. 

“My ultimate goal is creating 
work that is timeless, that is pow-
erful enough to make a certain 
shift; I still create from the naivety 
of changing the world.”

Thembinkosi is currently work-
ing on a project titled ‘Slaaghuis’ 
(Slaughterhouse) which is in-
formed by his ‘experiences of 
growing up in a tavern.’ He has 
gained enough experience to be 
well received and recognised, and 
the future looks bright for the 
young talent. 

He can only grow from hereon, 
and inspire other young talents. 

To keep updated with his works 
follow him on Facebook at Them-
binkosi Mihx Hlatshwayo, and 
also on both Twitter and Instagram 

@thembinkosih15.

BY LODWICK MILONDO

My ultimate goal 
is creating work 
that is timeless, 
that is powerful 

enough to make a 
certain shift; I still 

create from the 
naivety of chang-

ing the world.

[

[
Thembinkosi Hlatshwayo

“Growing up in a tarvern”, one of the photos from his 
upcoming Slaaghuis  project

Thembinkosi Hlatshwayo laying out 
his photographs

Picture depicting the socio-economic 
class  he grew up in
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LIFESTYLE:

The month of love also happens to be the month 
when many of us are still recovering from the fes-
tive season maniac. And the timing of Valentine’s 
Day is not ideal for anyone’s bank account. Feb-
ruary 14th gives us a reason to feel warm at heart, 
even if it’s just one day.

Well, it’s time to stop worrying. Love isn’t 
measured in Rands, and expressing your love 
doesn’t have to mean emptying your wallet. With 
a little creativity and a willingness to think out-
side the heart shaped box, you can give traditional 
gifts like flowers and candy for much less money 
or swap them out for some less traditional ges-
tures that are just as romantic.

1. CARDS 
According to legend, love notes were the very 

first Valentine gifts, going back to the original 
Saint Valentine an early Christian martyr who 
supposedly left a letter signed “Your Valentine” to 
his jailer’s daughter before going to his death. To-
day, however, the love messages people exchange 
on February 14th are more likely to be pre-printed 
lines on store bought cards. But why not create 
your own love letter with a sweet message inside.

2. CHOCOLATE.

Giving and receiving chocolate has become one 
of the most popular ways to commemorate the 
day of love. If you’re a hopeless romantic like 
myself, you know that things like chocolate are a 
sweet gestures for Valentine’s Day.

3. JEWELLERY
Both men and women named jewellery as the 

best gift for a woman on Valentine’s Day. Though 
it might be a bit expensive. There’s still some DIY 
you can do and add a personal touch to the gift.

 4. COOK DINNER
A special home cooked meal can be so much 

more thoughtful than going out to eat at a super 
busy restaurant. Even if one of you doesn’t have 
chef-worthy skills, you can still make a memora-
ble dinner you’ll both enjoy.

Valentine’s Day on a budget

 Love isn’t measured in 
Rands, and expressing 
your love doesn’t have to 

mean emptying your 
wallet.

With: Mkwenyana Mateboho

‟

Young female 
entrepreneur 
blows off 
Ekurhuleni with 
juicy pops

In all things believe in God 
and believe in yourself, for 
you are who He says you are 
in his word! 

These are the words of Matshepo 
Cheryl Thambekwayo the owner 
of the Frooty pops based in Ron-
debult, Ekurhuleni.

Thambekwayo  born and bred in 
the East rand said Growing up 
wasn’t  easy, knowing that both 
her parents couldn’t afford to take 
care of herself and siblings. 

Extended family members lend a 
helping hand. 

“When I lost my mother I 
thought life was over and I nearly 
lost hope but not being aware that 
God was on my side all the way 
but I had to continue to work hard 
in school and I managed to pile up 
a few more achievements in cul-
tural and leadership activities.  As 
soon as I got to matric things start-
ed weighing in on me. The pres-
sure I placed on myself was spiral-

ing out of control as it affected my 
health and performance in school, 
recalled Thembekwayo.

 Matshepo started working 
from a very tender age of 16 at a 
retail store in Germiston called 
Ebsons, which sells school uni-
forms. It was quite an experi-
ence for her and gave her a taste 
of the real world and how the 
working class feels about their 
everyday 9-5 life. 

This experience also helped 
her enhance people, sales and 
negotiation skills. It also disci-
plined her always being punctual 
for work, to look presentable and 
to mind my own. 

And after Matric she was told to 
take a gap year which she found 
very difficult to understand be-
cause she had time the whole year 
to prepare in getting to the Univer-
sity. During that time of the gap 
year she then discovered an NGO 
called Love life at the local clinic 

in Dawn Park. They had a system 
of yearly volunteering there and 
she immediately signed up. 

Only to find that she was being 
placed in a position of helping 
children aged between   12-19 
through a similar situation she had 
gone through with my mother 
growing up.

“We worked with local schools 
and other Government Depart-

ments including Health and Sports 
and Recreation. 

Being there at the time felt good 
as I loved speaking and facilita-
tion was one of their criteria’s. 

But it only became awkward 
when I had to share my story be-
cause I was never open about it till 
recently.  

I went on to complete the pro-
gramme with facilitation, motiva-
tional and presentation skills in 
the bag. 

As well as completing the HIV 
prevention programming and per-
sonal leadership, events manage-
ment, marketing and recruitment 
skills. 

The year 2013 the university sit-
uation was brought up again and 
they have chosen a course that I 
should study which was either 
nursing or law which both of them 
where nothing I was interested in. 
despite all that I went on to regis-
ter at Ann Latsky Nursing College 
and resigned the 3rd year when I 
fell pregnant with my beautiful 
daughter Amogetswe and my life 
took a massive turn. 

Being a single mother I wanted 
to make life decisions that would 
make my daughter proud of me. 
And me living my dreams and 
having nothing stop me was one of 

them. 
Through difficulties I had faced 

from identity fraud to having all 
my possessions stolen from me 
and resulting me to move back 
home I pressed on and went on to 
pursue my journey in entrepre-
neurship. 

“I am proud to say that I am a 
business owner now of a 
wonderful product called 

Frooty Pops which is an ice 
Popsicle made up of a 100% 

fruity.”

And have local people which I 
help in establishing their business-
es and  seeing most of my peers 
committing suicide and also pro-
vide for my child and family as 
well through selling my product. 

I am proud now to announce that 
I have 3 outlets already estab-
lished in Leondale, Katlehong and 
Alberton and looking forward to 
growing even further and I read a 
lot and try new things fail and pick 
up myself and move on I am most 
truly grateful for people in my life 
and customers that supported me 
through this business venture my 
partner Nandi and my mentor Cre-
dence Williams”. Concluded Mat-
shepo Thambekwayo.

Katlego Mampane

“When I lost my mother 
I thought life was over 
and I nearly lost hope 

but not being aware that 
God was on my side all 

the way...”

Matshepo Cheryl 
Thambekwayo
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Underage drinking a cause for concern
...as seen in the rise in alcohol consumption

Alcohol was intended to re-
fresh its consumers and 
bring a great, fun and en-

joyable experience to them. With 
this great motive brought forward 
to the people, alcohol can be justi-
fied as a good beverage to be con-
sumed. 
  However, to hint at the possible 
dangers of alcohol consumption 
its motto is “Drink responsibly. 
Not for sale to persons under the 
age of 18.”

Responsibility is something that 
normally comes with age in many 
people, and it is seldom that an un-
derage alcohol drinker can be re-
sponsible consuming alcohol. 
“My friends and I always get ac-
cess to alcohol, despite our age, 
and when we drunk we do any-
thing and everything, we lose 
fear” said a 16 year old male Chi-
awelo resident.

South Africa is considered as 
one of the highest binge drinking 

countries in Africa, and underage 
drinking contributes great to this 
phenomenon with surveys show-
ing that 50% of South African 
teenagers drink alcohol. Binge 
drinking is the consumption of 
more than necessary amount of al-
cohol in a short timeframe. 

“On a normal business day, my 
customers drink 6 beers on aver-
age and on month ends and week-
ends it is around 9 and above” said 
a tavern owner from Chiawelo. 
The average South African drinker 
happens to be a binger. 

“We make good money from 
selling alcohol, but the problem is 
the effects it has on some people 
who lack responsibility as they do 
not know when to stop and we do 
not really have the power to stop 
them, so I cannot sell to a kid what 
an older person fails to control,” 
added the tavern owner.

The amount of bottle stores is on 
the rise which could serve to prove 
the surplus of alcohol at the expo-
sure of underage people and their 

accelerating urge to consume it. 
With money being the greatest 
gain in a business, some bottle 
store owners cannot help but sell 
to underage drinkers. “Some of the 
old people do not have money, and 
my mom always gives me a good 
amount of money, so despite my 
age, the tavern will sell me alcohol 

because I benefit it more than the 
legible drinkers,”said another 16 
year old Chiawelo resident.

In South Africa, underage drink-
ing is a common act. Some parents 
allow their children to consume al-
cohol despite them being under-
age, and as well the art of peer 
pressure. 

Another great contributing mat-
ter is the lack of supervision in 
taverns. “I know very well that 
many taverns sell alcohol to un-
derage people, and it is sad be-
cause the community never comes 
together and try to fight against 
such a predicament,” said the tav-
ern owner.

The great consumption of alco-
hol by South Africans however is 
also due to reasons fabricated and 
justified by the people. Some peo-
ple use alcohol as a substitute for 
anti-depressants, or rather even as 
a confidence booster, which is in-
formation that does not come with 
the package, but there is more than 
this, and underage drinking is one 
of them.

Staff Reporter

“My friends and I 
always get access to 
alcohol, despite our 
age, and when we 

drunk we do anything 
and everything, we 

lose fear”



MotoringGauteng 
News

Page 10 www.gautengnewspaper.co.za 8 - 15 February 2019

JOIN OUR MOTORING SECTION ADVERTISE HERE!!!

Subaru introduces refreshed WRX 
with latest Eyesight and smarter tech

Subaru never stops working to 
improve the safety of its vehi-
cles, even those that have al-

ready achieved 5* ratings across all 
ratings agencies across the world. The 
Subaru WRX is stronger and safer 
than ever before. With ever-improving 
production methods, the WRX front 
end crash structure has been improved 
for better safety performance in fron-
tal collisions. New on the 2019 WRX 
is a rear fog lamp now for improved 
visibility.

The WRX is also fitted with all of 
the active safety features that come 
standard on all Subaru vehicles.  

Subaru Vehicle Dynamics Control 
(VDC), is one such feature, a more ad-
vanced version of electronic stability 
control. This combination of Subaru 
symmetrical full-time all-wheel-drive 
and VDC results in increased levels of 
traction and safer road holding. 

As with most premium CVT-
equipped Subaru vehicles, the Subaru 
WRX features the award-winning 
Eyesight Driver Assistance system. 

However, the new WRX features the 
latest version 3.0. Eyesight which em-
ploys stereo cameras and works as an 
extra set of eyes, monitoring the road 
ahead and working to mitigate colli-
sions. 

Eyesight technology is one of the 
highest-rated front crash prevention 
systems tested by the Insurance Insti-
tute of Highway Safety (IIHS). 

The system cleverly integrates fea-

tures like Adaptive Cruise Control, 
Pre-Collision Braking, Lane Depar-
ture and Lane Sway Warning. Specifi-
cally new to Version 3.0 is the Eye-
sight Assist Monitor (EAM) which 
uses LED indicators on the windshield 
to alert, warn or inform the driver of 
an Eyesight function without drivers 
having to take their eyes off the road. 

Also new on vehicles equipped with 
this version of Eyesight is an Auto Ve-

is what makes the WRX so confi-
dence-inspiring.

Power from the 4-cylinder, horizon-
tally-opposed Boxer petrol engine is 
197kW at 5600rpm and torque is 
350Nm between 2400 – 5200rpm. 

The direct-injection motor features a 
twin-scroll turbocharger as well as an 
intercooler, another notable trait of the 
WRX name. 

For 2019, the WRX will be offered 
in South Africa in two derivatives: The 
WRX Lineartronic® CVT and the 
WRX MT. Top speed is 240km/h for 
both derivatives and the 0 – 100km/h 
dash takes just 6.3 seconds for the 
CVT and just 6.0 seconds in the man-
ual transmission. 

Lineartronic-CVT models feature 
Subaru’s Intelligent Drive system, a 
powertrain performance management 
system that allows the driver to tailor 
the driving characteristics of the car 
through three modes: Intelligent Sport 
and Sport Sharp(S#) are selected via a 
series of switches on the flat-bottomed 
sports steering wheel. 

Intelligent mode is the most effi-
cient, relaxed mode most often used 
for regular commuting and traffic.

Sport mode increases the throttle re-
sponse and change the transmission 
operate as a 6-speed manual should 
the driver select the Manual gear se-
lector.   Sport Sharp changes the en-
gine’s characteristics to deliver an 
even quicker throttle response. In this 
mode, the transmission operates as an 
8-speed in both normal and manual 
modes.

Pricing
The Subaru WRX is available in 
South Africa in two derivatives:
l2.0 Turbocharged, manual 
transmission - R581 400.
l2.0 Turbocharged, Sports 
Lineartronic CVT - R631 400.
All derivatives are sold with a 3 
year or /75000km Full Mainte-
nance Plan (extendable options 
available) and a 5-year or 150 
000km Warranty. 

Staff Reporter
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Fitness and 
self-defense 
for women

Adele Theron not only is she a 
mom but also a fitness fanatic. 
She will be launching wom-

en’s only classes, which will not only 
be fitness classes but also self-defence 
classes.

Theron has been in the fitness indus-
try for 8 years, but also has a back-
ground of sports such as playing hock-
ey, tennis, cricket and swimming. She 
started boxing about 2 years ago due to  
her love for sports and thought it would 
be good to learn a new sport. Theron 
fell in love with the sport because of 
how great it felt to punch a punching 
bag after a stressful day at work. She 
then realised that boxing was also a 
good sport to learn self-defence and 
protect herself from danger. Theron 
studied Exercise Science and also a 
Diploma in Personal training and 
sports conditioning. The gym where 
she boxers is called Champions Box-

ing Academy which is located in 
Maraisburg, Johannesburg. The acad-
emy is a Non-profitable organisation 
(NPO) and offers young children in the 
surrounding areas free boxing classes.

The reason behind Theron offering 
women’s only classes is because wom-
en tend to be more comfortable around 
other women. Theron wants to encour-
age women to first love their body and 
not be ashamed of the way she looks, 
Theron is all about women empower-
ment and wants women to feel confi-
dent and comfortable the way they see 
themselves. She is of the opinion that 
her body is not perfect and feels that 
she can improve too. 

The women’s only classes will be 
launching on Saturday 2 March 2019 
at the Champions Boxing Academy in 
Mariasburg. The classes will only be 
on a Saturday from 8am- 9am and each 
class will cost R50. 

LEE-YANDRA PAULSEN

Rising star Wiseman Meyiwa’s football career 
cut short due to injuries sustained in car crash

Kaizer Chiefs held a press conference 
on Thursday to announce that mid-
fielder Wiseman Meyiwa had been 

forced to retire from football at the tender age 
of 19 due to injuries from a car accident. Mey-
iwa was involved in an accident in November 
3 last year near Villiers in the Free State on his 
way home in Pietermaritzburg.

According to Kaizer Chiefs team doctor, 
Hashendra Ramjee, the 19-year-old sustained 
various injuries including an unstable fracture 
of his thoracic vertebrae with spinal cord in-
jury.

“The thoracic vertebrae fracture was surgi-
cally repaired and he was transferred to Net-
care Rehabilitation Hospital for further man-
agement. Wiseman has a permanent disability 
with a T6 paraplegia,”said Dr Ramjee. 

Kaizer Chiefs Chairman, Kaizer Motaung  
stated that “We are very disheartened that 
Wiseman’s promising career had to come to an 
end so abruptly when he still had so much to 

offer,” says Motaung. “This is the first time 
that we’ve ever had to deal with this situation 
in as far as players go, but we are doing our 
best to ensure that we give Wiseman all the 
support and care he needs. We are shattered 

because he is very young, everyone had high 
hopes of him and his family expected a lot 
from his football career. Yet, in the same 
breath we are grateful that his life has been 
spared. 

According to Kaizer Chiefs the talented 
midfielder left his home in KZN at the age of 
14 to join the Kaizer Chiefs Youth Develop-
ment Academy in 2014. He was promoted to 
the senior squad at the start of the 2017/18 
season and capped his debut against Cape 
Town City on 13 September 2017 with one of 
the goals in a 2-0 win. He played 21 games for 
Amakhosi.

Football Manager, Bobby Motaung echoed 
the Chairman’s sentiments, saying, “The club 
will endeavour to give Wiseman and his fam-
ily all the support he needs, including trauma 
counselling – emotional and psychological. 
We will also assist with educational support to 
ensure he is self-sufficient in the future. We 
will also put proper support systems in place 
to make sure his home-based care is as com-
fortable as possible.”

The club would like to thank everyone for 
all the prayers and messages of support after 
the accident, with a special word of gratitude 
going to all the nurses and doctors who have 
been providing excellent care for Wiseman.

The club will endeavour to give Wiseman and his family all the support he needs, including trauma counselling – emotional and psychological. 

Desmond Mathebula

It’s all about women empowerment 
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Soccer star 
on the rise 
in Boksburg
Matthew Donovan Pie-

naar (17) from Reiger 
Park in Boksburg has 

dreams of becoming a profes-
sional soccer player.

Pienaar started playing soccer 
at the age of 9. When he was 
young he did not really like soc-
cer at first, but due to his mom 
telling him stories about his 
grandfather playing soccer he 
grew to love the sport. The first 
team Pienaar played for was a lo-
cal team called Boksburg Pirates 
and he played 2 years for the 

club. 
At the age of 13 Pienaar saw an 

advert on Facebook about Liver-
pool hosting soccer camps in 
Durban and he did not let this op-
portunity pass him by and went 
for trials. Pienaar was such an 
exceptional player that one of the 
coaches actually recruited him 
for a new football club the coach 
started in Johannesburg. After 
some time he went to a new team 
in Benoni called Benoni North-
erns he stayed at this team for 2 
years.

Pienaar had to stop playing 
soccer for a year because he 

found out he had a heart murmur. 
When he returned to playing soc-
cer again he joined a Portuguese 
team called Sporting CP (Clube 
de Portugal). He is still playing 
for the club and recognised by 
the provincial team, Pienaar was 
recruited by them. 

“I would like to play for the 
first team in Portugal Sporting 
CP and my role model has to be 
Neymar Jr”, said Pienaar.

At the last tournament he 
played with the team, they came 
second because they were beaten 
on penalties because no goals 
were conceded against them. 

Matthew 
Donovan
 Pienaar

LEE-YANDRA PAULSEN

PIENAAR WAS SUCH an 
exceptional player that, one of the 
coaches actually recruited him for 
a new football club the coach 
started in Johannesburg


