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METROBUS CRIPPLING
STRIKE IS NOW OVER
Commuters were left stranded without buses since Monday

‟

their salaries
will be adjusted
to R14,526

KATLEGO MAMPANE

T

he Democratic Municipal and Allied Workers
Union of South Africa
(Demawusa) has called off its
Metrobus strike and says buses
are back on the roads.
Commuters have been left
stranded without buses since
Monday when workers presented management with 41 demands.Salaries and acting positions that are not filled in time
are at the heart of their grievances.
Deon Makhura, the regional
chair of Demawsa, says most of
their demands have been met.
“The certain issue we have
agreed upon is that all drivers
who were getting nearly
R10,000, their salaries will be
adjusted to R14,526. We found
that in the organisation there we
almost 46 [people] who were
acting. The employee is going
to remove those people, and

Khanya Mkangisa
denies hit-and-run
allegations
Page...........3

Commuters were left stranded at Ghandi Square due to the MetroBus strike in Johannesburg, recently.

everybody must appoint an HR
department and confirm which
union will deduct from their payslip”, said Makhura.
Metrobus suspended its servic-

es on Tuesday after drivers affiliated to the union went on strike
over a number of grievances, including wages.
It had said Demawusa was not

a majority union and only a small
number of its employees were on
strike but more drivers have been
intimidated and had chosen not to
report for work.

Gauteng province
awards top
learners for 2018
academic year
Page...........7
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Positive change in domestic mining investments
KATLEGO MAMPANE

M

ineral Resources Minister
Gwede Mantashe says while
government continues to
work hard to attract foreign direct investment into South Africa, there has
been a positive change domestically,
with companies pledging huge investments into the economy.

‟

More recent data shows
that mining production
in SA rose by 0.5 percent
year-on-year in October
2018, contributing R447
billion to the economy
largely due to increased
production of nickel,
PGMs, diamonds,
manganese and
chromium ores.
He said this during a media briefing,
shortly after addressing the opening
session of Investing in African Mining

Indaba, at the Cape Town International
Convention Centre, on Monday.
“We as South Africans must invest [in
the mining sector]. I think one of the
companies, Exxaro, announced a R20
billion investment. Sasol announced a
[multi-billion investment] … there is a
change in the attitude in the sector…
“The environment is conducive; we
are in talking terms; we are engaging
regularly since the compact that we
signed this morning,” he said.
Mantashe said government, along
with other role players, have been
working on an agreement in the industry for a collective, sustainable and
transformed industry. He said the
agreement was signed this morning by
role players such as trade unions, the
Minerals Council South Africa and the
South African Mining Development
Association (Samda).
He said the compact contains eleven
areas of focus that the Social Partners
believe provide the basis for a roadmap
to attain vision 2030. There will be an
implementation plan developed to keep
track of progress made and milestones
reached.
“This is a commitment for all of us to
work together in ensuring that this industry grows and is sustainable and that
it is the most transformed. Our vision
for 2030 is to be the most transformed
sector in the globe,” he said.

Minister of Mineral Resources, Gwede Mantashe speaks to the media, during the Investing in Africa Mining
Indaba recently.

Delivering a keynote address
earlier on, Mantashe said there
has been signs of recovery in
demand in the mining sector
over the past two years and this
has resulted in an upswing of
some commodity prices.
He said, however, that the future however remains uncertain, with the World Bank predicting global growth rate to
slow this year, to 2.9%.
“As South Africa we remain
optimistic given the performance of the economy, considering that we emerged from a
technical recession in the third
quarter of 2018 with a 2.2 percent growth quarter-on-quarter.
This was mainly due to higher
contributions to growth in several industries, most notably in
manufacturing, transport as
well as finance and business
services.
“More recent data shows that
mining production in SA rose
by 0.5 percent year-on-year in
October 2018, contributing
R447 billion to the economy
largely due to increased production of nickel, PGMs, diamonds, manganese and chromium ores.
“By the third quarter of 2018,
the industry employed 457 000
people, slightly down from 463
000 people in 2017, with most
of the jobs being shed in the

gold and platinum sectors,” he
said.
Mantashe said the increase in
mining production was offset
by the increase in employment
in other subsectors of the industry, such as coal and manganese.
He said 70 mining rights
were granted by the department and five new mines came
into operation, most of them
being coal mines, demonstrating that there is still keen interest from investors.
Draft Bill on oil and gas to be
introduced in new Parliament
Mantashe said, meanwhile,
that the finalisation of the Mining Charter, and provision of
clarity on the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Amendment Bill, formed
a critical component of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s stimulus and recovery plan.
He said to date, the Charter
guidelines have been gazetted
and the Mineral and Petroleum
Resources
Development
Amendment Bill has been
withdrawn to separate oil and
gas from the mining legislation.
He said a draft Upstream Petroleum Bill aimed at establishing a separate oil and gas industry is in the process of being
developed.

“This Bill will provide certainty to the upstream petroleum industry and stimulate
growth and development in
this sector. In respect of mining, the Mineral and Petroleum
Resources Development Act,
2002 as amended continues to
apply.
“We can therefore say with
confidence that South Africa
provides a conducive environment for investment, and that
we have a stable regulatory
framework which provides security of tenure for investors,”
he said.
During 2018, the mining industry experienced several accidents and a high number of
disasters resulting in multiple
fatalities necessitating that we
move up the Mine Occupational Health and Safety Summit to
October. The Summit created a
platform for all stakeholders to
engage and come up with solutions that will assist the industry turn the tide with regards to
fatalities, injuries and diseases.
We should remain vigilant in
ensuring we do not see a repeat
of last year’s disasters so every
worker can return from work
unharmed every day.
Meanwhile,
President
Ramaphosa is expected to address day 2 of the indaba on
Tuesday afternoon.
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Boikanyo foundation uplifts Soweto learners

Students learning maths at Boikanyo foundation

JONES MALULEKE

B

oikanyo is a foundation in
the local area of Senaoane in
Soweto. Its roots began

years ago. A seed was planted after
watching the Thai boys who got
stuck in a cave for long and hearing
about their education system which

Khanya Mkangisa
denies hit-and-run
allegations

‟

I don’t know, maybe she felt like she
needed to get the police involved,
which is completely unnecessary.

KATLEGO MAMPANE

T

V personality Khanya Mkangisa says
she was “definitely
not involved in a hit-andrun”.
During an interview with
Metro FM’s drive time host
Mo Flava on Wednesday, the
actress detailed the night of
the incident and said the story was blown out of proportion.
“I was in my complex,
parking in my parking bay. I
hit, like a little small dent, almost like a scratch, hit the
car that was next to me and I
left my details. So it wasn’t
like a dramatic situation,”
said Mkangisa.
The actress said she was arrested but there is no case because the other vehicle was
stationary.
“There was an arrest because of the situation. I guess
the person whose car I hit felt
like maybe, I don’t know,
maybe she felt like she needed to get the police involved,
which
is
completely
unnecessary.”The Selimatunzi presenter said the entire
situation could’ve been
solved without getting the
cops involved.
“If you have an accident
and you hit someone, you
guys exchange details, why
are we involving, fine you

Presenter;

Khanya
Mkangisa
can involve the cops and they
can make sure everything is
fine, why does it now have to
become a whole thing?” she
added.
Reports surfaced that Mkangisa was arrested after she failed
to stop after bumping into another car in Johannesburg last
week.

is good, it was time to borrow some
techniques and bring them to our
children who live lives as remote as
those boys.
Jade Education (AKA Singapore
South Africa) quickly came to the
party. The Family Life Centre, and
two independent social workers as
well. Bam! We have a pilot project
which is outstanding and addresses
so many issues which prevents children from growing into healthy accomplished adults, all the while not
dropping out of school.
In an interview with Gauteng
News, Marilyn Bassin who is a
physiotherapist by profession and
founder of Boikanyo the Dion
Herson Foundation, explained all
the future plans for the foundation.
“At the end of this week we begin
with a revolutionary maths and emotional support program which we
will pilot, it will be run with grade 8

‟

life is sheer hell for
those growing up in
informal settlements
and hostels.
pupils of Sekano Ntoane Secondary School. The Noah project has
been fashioned out of a need to see
young people who are born into dire
circumstances rise above this and
forge a future for themselves by not
dropping out of school,’ she said.
This future includes doing maths at
school. Too many disillusioned
youth in informal communities and
hostels drop out of the school and
turn to unsavoury activities to support themselves, their potential and

their future lost.
There are many reasons why an
education crisis (especially maths)
exists, leading to almost half those
who enter school in grade 1 dropping out by grade 10. Statistically
maths in public schools in SA is
ranked 143 out of 143 countries in
the world. It is difficult to remedy
the cause and where everything
went wrong – life is sheer hell for
those growing up in informal settlements and hostels.
It is far easier to attempt to repair
the damage. After consulting with
teachers and experts Boikanyo the
Dion Herson Foundation has come
up with a novel idea, a 3 tiered program of maths lessons wherein
learners are taken back to grade 3
maths to learn the foundations, emotional support and nutritional supplementation on the days where
maths is tutored.
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Nomzamo Mbatha appointed
new UN Goodwill Ambassador

South African actress and human rights activist Nomzamo Mbatha

STAFF REPORTER
JOHANNESBURG – The United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) on Monday

Kasi to Kasi

announced the appointment of
South African actress and human
rights activist Nomzamo Mbatha
as its newest Goodwill Ambassador.
Since 2017, Mbatha has worked

in close in cooperation with UNHCR as a High Profile Supporter
and advocate for UNHCR’s LuQuLuQu campaign, raising awareness for the forcibly displaced in
Africa.
In a statement from Geneva, the
UN Refugee Agency said Mbatha’s engagement includes visits to
experience UNHCR’s life-saving
work in camps and settlements in
Malawi, Kenya and South Sudan.
“She also hosted the 2018 Nansen Refugee Award Ceremony,
which honoured South Sudanese
humanitarian Dr. Evan Atar, and
spoke at TEDxKakumaCamp, the
first ever TEDx event to be hosted
in a refugee camp,” the statement
said.

In her talk, the 28-year-old actress, businesswoman and activist
reflected on how her deep attachment to helping refugees, particularly women and children, is rooted in her personal life story of
overcoming adversity.
“The strength of refugees, their
ability to persevere and their ingenuity for making the best of a difficult situation is what I celebrate.
Being named a Goodwill Ambassador is an incredible honour
and I can’t wait to embark on this
journey, learn more and use my
voice to truly be an agent of
change,” said Mbatha.
“It is with great delight that we
welcome Nomzamo Mbatha to the
UNHCR family,” UNHCR High

Tlakula Secondary School learners
in kwaThema receive reusable pads
MATEBOHO MKWENYANA

T

lakula Secondary school grade
11 girls received a pleasant surprise when they received Palesa
pads on Monday morning.
Halos&amp; Hope an organization that
assist the less fortunate and the welfare

of animals sponsored the visit. This is after the school had made a request for the
donation. Palesa pads delivered 130
packs with three pads combo of Palesa
Reusable sanitary pads. The pads can be
washed and reused for up to 5 years, with
the absence of chemicals in the pads result in fewer skin irritation. The girls

were shown how to use the pads by the
CEO of Palesa Pads, Sherie De Wet and
her team. ”
The pads will change the lives of the
girls because for the next 5 years they do
not have to worry about the cost of buying pads”, said de Wet. The donation was
part of the #keepachildatschool.

Commissioner Filippo Grandi
said.
“She has shown tireless commitment to shining a light on refugee
situations across Africa and I look
forward to seeing her inspire many
more people in this new role.”
Mbatha’s appointment comes at
a time when war, conflict and persecution have forced over 68 million people to flee their homes –
the highest level of displacement
ever recorded.
More than 25 million of these
are refugees, with Sub-Saharan
Africa hosting over 31 per cent of
the global refugee population.
Mbatha’s engagement includes
visits to camps and settlements

NEWS BRIEFS
Wits SRC to embark on
hunger strike over
registration,
accommodation

‘Let the law take its course with Bushiri’
Charges include contravening Exchange Control Regulations in relation to US$1,147,200 worth of foreign currency.

The Student Representative Council (SRC) of the University of the
Witwatersrand (Wits), together
with its “constituents”, will
embark on a hunger strike,
starting 7am on Tuesday. In a
statement issued on Monday
evening, the SRC said the hunger
strike would “show this university
that we are willing to risk our
lives in order to restore the
dignity of the black child and
open up access to institutions of
higher learning”.

Prasa fires train driver
linked to deadly Mountain
View crash
Pretoria - The driver of one of
the trains that were involved in
the deadly Mountain View crash
has been fired, the United
National Transport Union (Untu)
said on Monday.
Last month, three people were
killed and hundreds injured after
two trains collided at the
Mountain View station.

Mom of three shot five
times - allegedly by
boyfriend
Pretoria - The family of an
Eersterust woman who was
allegedly shot by her boyfriend
are trying to come to terms with
what happened.
Claire Stoffels, 33, was shot in
her mouth, chest, right thigh, left
lower leg and in her upper arm,
just hours after her child’s
birthday party.
Her family said on Sunday they
were battling, especially with Valentine’s Day around the corner as
they had been looking forward to
celebrating the day with her.
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ever told them that ECG is a
church of foreigners misled them.
This 2019, I will withhold my vote
because they have harassed my father, Major One,” said ECG member Ezra Nkosi.
“I know that the South African
Constitution guarantees me the
right to choose a religion I want.
Have you ever seen these useless

Bushiri followers pray for their leader after charges were laid against him

STAFF REPORTER
Pretoria - The South African Union Council of Independent
Churches (SAUCIC) on Monday
said it was closely monitoring developments following the arrest of
popular Enlightened Christian
Gathering (ECG) leader Shepherd
Bushiri and his wife Mary, on
charges including fraud and money laundering.
President of the SAUCIC, Bishop Modiri Patrick Shole, made the
remarks outside the Specialised
Commercial Crime Court in Pretoria where Bushiri and Mary were
appearing. The street outside the
court was filled with a large crowd
of lively ECG members who were
singing and dancing in support of
their “incarcerated” “mother and
father”.
“We are saying, let the [law] take
its course, because there is no one
who is above the law. We cannot
judge anybody. We don’t know
who is right, or who is not wrong.
All we are saying is, let the law
take its course. Our stand is that
we will pray, and come and listen

[in court] to understand what is
going on,” Shole told journalists.
He said the SAUCIC supported
the ECG whether it was a member
of the council or not.
“We support everyone, whether
he is a member or not. Understand
that. Any pastor operates under the
Holy Spirit. He is a child of God.
We are one, even if we are from
different churches. We are one,
under one body. It doesn’t need
him to be a member of SAUCIC. I
represent him as the body of
Christ,” said Shole.
SAUCIC describes itself as an
amalgamation of interdenominational Christian bodies.
Journalists pushed to gain access
to the court where the Bushiris
were appearing, but police officers
blocked the media from entering
the premises.
On the street outside, ECG members were waving placards stating:
“No Prophet No Vote”.
“How can you expect us to vote
in a country where we are not even
allowed to pray? This ANC government is disrespecting us. Who-

police being concerned about how
much money is made at other
churches? Prophet Bushiri is targeted because he is from Malawi.
That’s all. We won’t allow that to
happen,” said Nkosi.
Leader of Black First Land First
(BLF) Andile Mngxitama was also
outside the court in support of
Bushiri.
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Young entrepreneur defies all odds
His journey has been filled with trials and tribulations

KATLEGO MAMPANE

S

hadrack Mabunda affectionately known as Bucha to
his customers is a Tshiawelo local in Soweto who is a small
business owner. In an interview
with Gauteng News, he told of
challenges he has faced as a young
entrepreneur and reasons that led
him to start a Chicken braai business known as ‘chicken dust’ in
townships.
“With the coming of age I realised that finances were a big problem, and I had to do something to
make sure that I feed my family.
This business did not start today, it
goes 17 years back in 2002 when I

Mabuda started a business known as ‘chicken dust’ in townships.

stayed in Lenasia South. I started
by offering a broader menu, with
time I discovered that I was not
making much sales and decided to

be business focused’,’ he explained. Over the years of being in
business, Mabunda relocated to
Tshiawelo where he is currently

residing. His arrival in the area introduced him to a new business
opportunity. “Right next to my
place was a bottle store and it
would be filled with customers. I
realised there was no one selling
food.
This was the rightful spot for me
to continue from where I had
stopped’ he said. With the success
of his business he is now able to
take care of his extended family.
He told Gauteng News that his
journey has been filled with trials
and tribulations. “There are a lot of
challenges that small business
owners face that most people are
not aware of.
Weather is one of the biggest

challenges we face. In most cases
if it’s raining it means that there
will be no business for us”, said
Mabunda.
“Sometimes if the weather
changes during the cause of business, it means that I have to close
down for the day. Imagine having
to pay the other two people that
help me with the business after not
making sales.
However on a good day the business can make a bit of profit, and
with that I can pay my employees
and be left with something for me
and my family,’ he added. In spite
of challenges, the young entrepreneur has defied all odds and is
making it.

Kidnapped woman rescued by police in jeppestown
MANATABA PFANO

T

he South African Police Services
(SAPS) arrested five suspects in
Jeppestown on. Arrests were carried
out by the Johannesburg flying squad and
officers from crime intelligence.
Johannesburg flying squad spokesman Sgt
Desmond Subramoney said officers reacted
on information received about a woman allegedly kidnapped and held for ransom by
her captors.

He did not disclose the ransom amount.
“A sting operation was set up and the
woman`s husband with the suspects at john
page drive in jeppestown to hand over the
money.
“As the suspects too the money the officers moved in and arrested them”, said Sgt
Subramoney.
“The ransom money was recovered and
suspects, two men and a woman, were taken
to the police for questioning.
Sgt Subramoney told Gauteng News that

three suspects gave police information
about the location where the woman was
had captive.
The officers and the three suspects made
their way to the address at Main street in
Jeppestown where they identified the room
where the victim was kept.
Police broke down the door and found the
victim with two men keeping guard, while
searching the room , unlicensed 9mm Z88
pistol with its serial numbers filed off was
recovered.

The weapons was confiscated and booked
into evidence for further police investigation.
The other two suspects were arrested and
the victim, who was unharmed. The suspects aged between aged 25 and 30 appeared in the Johannesburg magistrates
court on charges of kidnapping , extortion
and possession of unlicensed firearm and
ammunition.
Subramoney could not comment on the
outcome of the court proceedings.
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Gauteng province awards top
learners for 2018 academic year

KATLEGO MAMPANE

T

he Gauteng Provincial
Government says it has
spent over a billion worth
of investment on bursary packages
since 2014. This translates to approximately 13 000 beneficiaries.
The announcement was made by
Gauteng Education MEC Panyaza
Lesufi accompanied by Premier
David Makhura at an awards ceremony for the class of 2018 in
Boksburg, Ekurhuleni on Thursday last week.
Gauteng Premier, Mr David
Makhura, and Gauteng MEC for
Education, Mr Panyaza Lesufi,
we’re proud to award bursaries to
top 3 performing learners from
schools participating in the Secondary Schools Improvement Programme (SSIP), no-fee paying,
and Learners with Special Education Needs (LSEN) public ordinary schools. In his keynote address, Premier Makhura warned
the bursary recipients about the
possible dangers they may face at
institutions of higher learning and

Gauteng MEC for Education, Mr Panyaza Lesufi

MEC Lesufi said the Gauteng government is giving the deserving students a 4-year bursary at the institution of your choice.

urged them to remain focused and
remember why they are there.
“University is not easy. However, if you will focus and put your
best into your work, you will suc-

ceed. We want you to complete
your degree or diploma in record
time, said Premier Makhura.
Premier Makhura thanked MEC
Lesufi for his dedication, commit-

ment and hard work at educating
young people, and giving them
hope for a future. He also acknowledged the parents for their
support and encouraged them to

look to the Gauteng Province to
educate their children.
MEC Lesufi expressed immense
pride at the generation of innovators, of creatives that come from
the smart province.
“This generation comes from our
schools and will change the face of
this province. Today, we are literally handing over a cheque to each
learner in this room that made us
proud in 2018. We are giving you a
4-year bursary at the institution of
your choice. We are not just giving
you a bursary but handing over the
future to break the stubborn shackles of poverty”, said MEC Lesufi.
Premier Makhura concluded by
saying the province was proud of
awarding bursaries to over 2000
Gauteng learners who passed their
Grade 12 in 2018. The learners
would now have an opportunity to
pursue qualifications at recognized
Higher Education Institutions, or
Technical and Vocational Education and Training Colleges of their
choice.
Top Learners for 2018 Academic
Year awarded bursaries by Gauteng Province.

8 | 1 - 9 February 2019

Sports News

Sports
Boxing against Substance Abuse
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PALESA MOHLAMME

T

wo young girls were part of an exciting boxing tournament that pulled
punches against drugs and alcohol
abuse at Noordgesig community centre, in
Soweto. The LDAC in partnership with the
Noordgesig Evangelistic life skills development centre and Soweto Young Boxing Association are behind the great initiative
against drugs, alcohol abuse and skills development.
Thirteen judges were present at the tournament that included Teboho Ledwa, a former
South African boxing Champion.
The life skills development center was
filled with local supporters and star attraction boxers from Noordgesig, Central Western Jabavu, White City, and Dobsenville.
The tournament opened with the under 15s
challenging facing each other.
Anele Duduze from Tshepisong who
weighed just 11 kg, romped to a first round
victory against Tankiso Monyobo from
Soweto. The bouts were three rounds and
the boxer fought with passion and showed
discipline for the beloved sport way beyond
their age throughout the tournament.
The LDAC and skills center host their social and sports events without any financial
support from the corporate world.
They rely on locals who folk out their hard
earned cash to keep this worthwhile initiative going.
Coach Raymend Mshifane, is one of the
many 12 coaches involved in the tourna-

Anele Duduze from Tshepisong who weighed just 11 kg, romped to a first round victory against Tankiso Monyobo from Soweto.

ment. He trains young people to take up
boxing to keep them from social ills such as
crime, nyaope and abuse of alcohol. Elders
in the community like Noma Naude, is a
keen and active supporter of the campaign.

She sold refreshments and food during the
tournament.
“I have been running a kitchen soup for
twelve to fifteen years and I cook for three
hundred to three hundred to fifty people

every Thursday at my house.
I receive support from church collections
and I also cook for the people at my church”,
said Naude.
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