
      KasiKasi
Free Copy Weekly 10 - 19 February 2019‘News-Worth’

Page...........7

to

Gauteng gets 
new Provincial 
Commissioner

Legends hail 
youth 

development
Page...........8

Trend 
Setter:

      KasiKasi to

Grab your Copy!

MPs DEBATE SONA
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s second SONA on spotlight

The focus on the State of 
the Nation Address will 
continue this week when 

Parliamentarians on Tuesday 
and Wednesday debate Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa’s second 
SONA.

Parliament spokesperson Mol-
oto Mothapo said on Sunday 
President Ramaphosa will re-
spond to the debate on Thurs-
day. The debate is among a se-
ries of engagements expected to 
unfold in Parliament this week 
as the fifth administration be-

gins to wrap up ahead of the 8 
May General Election.

Meanwhile, Parliament will 
host an exhibition on the 4th In-
dustrial Revolution, starting on 
Tuesday. The expo, which ends 
on Friday, is hosted in partner-
ship with the Ministries of Sci-
ence and Technology and Com-
munications. “A roundtable is 
scheduled for Friday to discuss 
topics such as cybercrime, secu-
rity, the form and impact of the 
4th Industrial Revolution on 
employment.“This week’s exhi-

bition and roundtable follows a 
roundtable in May 2018, which 
Parliament held as part of its 
commitment to hold public dis-
cussions about the issue,” Par-
liament said in a statement. 
Ahead of the SONA debates, 40 
committee meetings are sched-
uled to take place. These meet-
ings are scheduled to consider a 
variety of issues including 18 
bills and legislative issues; de-
partmental plans to carry out is-
sues raised in SONA; other mat-
ters of public interest.

Teacher 
arrested for 

sexually 
abusing 

school girls

A 55 year old Valhalla 
Primary School 
teacher accused of 

sexually abusing dozens of 
girls, aged between 10 and 13 
was arrested on Thursday. 

Police spokesperson Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Lungelo 
Dlamini told Pretoria News 
that the teacher was locked 
up at the Pretoria Central po-
lice station. 

He is expected to appear in 
the Pretoria Magistrate’s 
Court on the 8th February.

The accused has been re-
moved from the Centurion 
school on Wednesday after 
the department acted on the 
allegations that a string of pu-

Desmond Mathebula
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committee to evaluate 
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Parliament’s Portfolio Committee on Police will on Tuesday 
evaluate the current anti-gang strategy of the South African Po-
lice Service (SAPS) at its first meeting of 2019.

Committee chairperson Francois Beukman on Sunday said SAPS’s 
ability to deal with organised crime, specifically organised gangs, is 
key to ensuring that the recommendations of the National Develop-
ment Plan about the re-establishment of specialised units is fully im-
plemented.  

Civil society groups and community leaders from Gauteng, the West-
ern Cape, Eastern Cape and Free State have been invited to the meeting 
to give testimony on their experiences and concerns about law enforce-
ment in gang infested areas.

“The groups include Community Police Forums, civil society and 
religious leaders. The committee remains of the view that police sta-
tions in gang-infested areas should have competent and experienced 
station commanders and the necessary resources to deal with the chal-
lenges that they encounter daily,” said Beukman.  

He said the committee is of the view that the input of community 
members, community leaders, trade unions and religious leaders is key 
to dealing with gang criminality.

“We are looking forward to listening to their input and contribu-
tions.”

Beukman said the committee is concerned about reports of more than 
185 people having been killed in gang related violence on the Cape 
Flats since March 2018.

“The number of young children who have been maimed and killed in 
the cross-fire of gang groups is totally unacceptable. All role players 
ranging from parents, schools, business, religious groupings and the 
different levels of government should work shoulder to shoulder to ad-
dress the root causes.

“It is not a mere law and order issue but inter alia a socio-economic 
matter due to the legacy of apartheid spatial planning and lack of eco-
nomic and social investment in the specific affected areas.

“The availability of illegal firearms in gang infested communities is 
also a major concern and needs non-stop intervention by Crime Intel-
ligence and the Specialised Unit of the DPCI (Hawks),” said Beukman.

The committee is equally concerned about the support given to Com-
munity Police Forums in hotspot areas. This follows the shooting of 
CPF member, Ms S Daniels in Eastridge, Mitchell’s Plain, on 28 Janu-
ary this year.  Mr A Peyper, a CPF member from Hercules, was also 
shot in a targeted business robbery last week. 

Olothando  Ndibongo

pils had fallen prey to him.
The Gauteng Department edu-

cation said it was disturbed by the 
allegations of sexual assault 
against a teacher at Valhalla Pri-
mary School in Centurion. A 

team of officials from the district, 
as well as the department’s psy-
cho-social unit, had gone to the 
school following reports that par-
ents were planning a meeting and 
had threatened to pull their chil-

dren out of the school. Depart-
ment’s spoke person Steve Ma-
bona said the department had a 
zero-tolerance approach to alle-
gations of sexual misconduct, 
and where the allegations were 

proven to be true, it would take 
decisive action against the perpe-
trators.

“The department will continue 
to monitor the situation,” Mabo-
na said. Department has appealed 

to parents at a Centurion school 
rocked by allegations of sexual 
abuse to give authorities a chance 
to do their work.

From page 1 Teacher arrested for sexually abusing school girls

Gauteng Health pays medical interns

The Gauteng Department of Health 
has confirmed that all medical in-
terns and community service can-

didates registered with the Health Profes-
sions Council have been paid.

“We expect almost two thirds to have re-
ceived money in their bank accounts al-
ready and the rest to do so by Monday, 11 
February, based on the payment run of 6 
February 2019,” the department said.

Payment came amid concerns that a 
large group of interns and community ser-

vice candidates would not be paid.
“Our commitment to ensure that they are 

paid before end of February has been ful-
filled,” the department said.

On 1 February, Health MEC Dr Gwen 
Ramokgopa, accompanied by officials 
from her department, the Department of e-
Governance and Finance, met with the af-
fected employees and “worked around the 
clock” to rectify the delays in the payment 
of salaries. The department has apologised 
for the inconvenience caused.



10 - 19 February 2019 | 3Kasi to Kasi Education

Katlego Mamphane

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
says 70% of all the proceeds 
raised from the annual Presi-

dential Golf Challenge will be spent 
on a national campaign to eradicate 
pit latrines at schools. 

The President made the announce-
ment at the Presidential Golf Chal-
lenge gala dinner at the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre on 
Friday. 

“The Cyril Ramaphosa Founda-
tion has decided that of the money 
that is being raised here today, 70% 
of it is going to go towards support-
ing a national campaign to ensure 
that we get rid of pit latrines,” he 
said.  

In August last year, the President, 
together with Basic Education Min-
ister Angie Motshekga, launched the 
SAFE initiative, rallying leaders of 
business to pledge their support to-
wards the eradication of pit latrines 

in schools. At the State of the Nation 
Address (SONA) on Thursday, Pres-
ident Ramaphosa said nearly 4 000 
schools still have inappropriate sani-
tation facilities. 

Since the launch of SAFE, 699 
schools have been provided with 
safe and appropriate sanitation fa-
cilities. Projects in a further 1 150 
schools are either in planning, de-
sign or construction stages, the Pres-
ident said. 

During his speech, the President 
remembered Michael Komape, who 
drowned in a pit toilet at Mahlo-
dumela Primary School in Limpopo 
in 2014, and Lumka Mkethwa, from 
Luna Junior Primary School in the 
Eastern Cape, who lost her life in 
March last year under the same cir-
cumstances. 

Speaking at the gala dinner on Fri-
day, the President reiterated govern-
ment’s commitment to eradicating 
inadequate sanitation facilities with-
in the next three years. 

The dinner, which was also attend-
ed by golfers, Ministers and special 
guests such as struggle stalwart An-
drew Mlangeni, took place after the 
President played golf with repre-
sentatives from different sectors of 
the economy – from big business 
stakeholders to government offi-
cials. 

The golf tourney is an annual oc-
casion that is facilitated by the De-
partment of Public Service and Ad-
ministration aimed at raising funds 
for a foundation that is chaired by 
the sitting President, with proceeds 
going towards a worthy cause that 
the foundation supports. 

Addressing guests at the gala din-
ner, the President said with 70% of 
the proceeds going towards the pit 
latrine eradication campaign, the re-
maining amount will be spent to-
wards the upskilling of teachers and 
the incubation of small to medium 
size enterprises. 

Major boost for drive to 
rid schools of pit toilets

President Ramaphosa said nearly 4 000 schools still have 
inappropriate sanitation facilities

SA education to adapt to digital revolution

South Africa’s education sys-
tem is to go through a radi-
cal overhaul in order to 

adapt to the Fourth Industrial Rev-
olution.

Under the Framework for Skills 
for a Changing World, which will 
be rolled out over the next six 
years, educators and learners are 
being trained to respond to emerg-
ing technologies such as robotics 
and artificial intelligence.

Several new technology subjects 
and specialisations will be intro-
duced, including technical mathe-
matics and technical sciences, 
maritime sciences, aviation stud-
ies, mining sciences and aquapon-
ics. To expand participation in 
technical streams, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said several ordinary 
public schools will be transformed 
into technical high schools.

The President made these an-
nouncements at his second State 
of the Nation Address in Parlia-
ment on Thursday.

In addition to this, government 
will provide every school child in 
South Africa with digital work-
books and textbooks on a tablet 
device. Already, 90% of textbooks 
in high enrolment subjects across 
all grades and all workbooks have 
been digitised.

“We will start with those schools 
that have been historically most 
disadvantaged and are located in 
the poorest communities, includ-
ing multigrade, multiphase, farm 
and rural schools,” the President 
said.  ECD centres to fall under 
Basic Education

Government’s plan will also cut 
across Early Childhood Develop-
ment (ECD). With over 700 000 
children accessing ECD in the last 
financial year, President Ramapho-
sa announced that the responsibil-
ity for ECD centres will migrate 
from Social Development to Basic 
Education. Another critical priori-
ty will be improving reading com-
prehension in the first years of 
school by expanding the availabil-
ity of early reading resources 

across the foundation phase of 
schooling. “This is essential in 

equipping children to succeed in 
education, in work and in life – 

and it is possibly the single most 
important factor in overcoming 
poverty, unemployment and ine-
quality,” the President said.

The department’s early grade 
reading studies have demonstrated 
the impact that a dedicated pack-
age of reading resources, expert 
reading coaches and lesson plans 
can have on reading outcomes.

Turning to government’s com-
mitment to the right of access to 
higher education for the poor, the 
President said free higher educa-
tion for qualifying first-year stu-
dents will continue to be rolled 
out. 

The scheme is being phased in 
over a five-year period until all un-
dergraduate students who qualify 
in terms of the criteria can benefit.

Another key focus area for gov-
ernment will be stabilising the 
business processes of the National 
Student Financial Aid Scheme so 
it is properly capacitated to carry 
out its critical role in supporting 
eligible students.

“We call on student representa-
tives and university authorities to 
work together to find solutions to 
the challenges that students are 
facing,” the President said, citing 
the latest clashes at the Durban 
University of Technology.

Students have been protesting 
that institutions of higher learning 
should allow those with historic 
debt to register along with the im-
provement of specific residences, 
and for allowances to be paid.

The protest saw students locking 
horns with the private security 
hired by the institution.

Twenty-year-old Mlungisi Ma-
donsela was caught in the crossfire 
and died in hospital after suc-
cumbing to his wounds.

The President called on law en-
forcement agencies to thoroughly 
investigate the incident.

“We are concerned about devel-
opments on some campuses this 
week, especially reports of vio-
lence and intimidation,” the Presi-
dent said before extending condo-
lences to Madonsela’s family.

Government will 
provide every school 
child in South Africa 
with digital workbooks 
and textbooks on a 
tablet device. Already, 
90% of textbooks in 
high enrolment sub-
jects across all grades 
and all workbooks 
have been digitised.

Desmond Mathebula



Kasi to Kasi 4 | 10 - 19 February 2019 News

Looking for 
advertising 
space?

  Tel: 061 412 6739
  Email: Kasi2Kasimedia@gmail.com

Contact our 
Kasi to Kasi Team on:

Solly Msimanga’s 
final words as 

Tshwane mayor

The last day of the outgoing 
Tshwane Mayor Solly 
Msimanga’s term in office 

on Monday, was greeted with 
emotions and tears among staff 
members and some in political 
role players.

According to the DA website, he 
has a national diploma in market-
ing management and BCompt 
from the University of Pretoria. 
Before Msimanga was elected 
mayor, he served as Democratic 
Alliance councillor for Tshwane 
from 2011 – 2014. He was also a 
member of the Gauteng provincial 
legislature and is the current chair-
person for the DA in Gauteng.

Msimanga is reportedly to have 
worked at embassies in Pretoria 
and was also a former sales devel-
opment executive at Ask Africa, 
where he was responsible for mar-
keting and development of sales.

“I have made the decision to re-
sign as the executive mayor of the 
City of Tshwane. Having led the 
DA administration in the city for 
the past two years, I have seen 
first-hand the very devastating im-
pact of ANC corruption, not only 
on municipal systems which have 
been eroded but on the ability of 
the city to deliver to the people of 
Tshwane,” reads Msimanga’s let-
ter.

Msimanga’s tenure in office was 
riddled with controversy related to 
irregular appointments and the ir-
regularly awarded tender to an en-
gineering consultancy firm GladA-
frica.

Msimanga posted an emotional 
message of goodbye on a What-
sApp group of the mayoral staff. 

“Today marks my last day as the 
executive mayor of our city. This 
has been a rollercoaster ride since 
we started this term of administra-
tion. We’ve had excitement and 
drama, nothing less than memora-
ble and a big experience of love 
and support, frustration, tears, joy 
and accomplishment. For this, I 
thank you,” he wrote.

Desmond Mathebula

Fruits and 
vegetables 
improve your 
mental 
well-being

YOU NEED HEALTHY food for 
your body, but you also need healthy 
food for your mind. Scientists from 
the universities of York and Leeds an-
alysed data from more than 40,000 
people in the UK and found that con-
suming more fruit and vegetables can 
improve your mental well-being. In-
terestingly, while eating better is good 
for you in the long run, it can improve 
your mental well-being quite quickly.

Scientists followed participants for 
quite some time, monitoring their die-
tary habits as well as their mental 
well-being. Researchers also paid at-
tention to such factors as age, educa-
tion, income, marital status, employ-
ment status, lifestyle and health. Then 
it was just a matter of putting the num-
bers together to reveal the overall pic-
ture. It turns out that it is possible to 

link a higher consumption of fruit 
and vegetables to people’s mental 
well-being. But how much green food 
you’re supposed to eat to feel the ef-
fects?

Well, scientists have a very specific 
answer – just one extra portion of 
fruits and vegetables a day already 
brings tremendous benefits, equiva-

lent to around eight extra days of 
walking a month. Dr Neel Ocean, one 
of the authors of the study, said: 
“While further work is needed to dem-
onstrate cause and effect, the results 
are clear: people who do eat more fruit 
and vegetables report a higher level of 
mental well-being and life satisfaction 
than those who eat less”. 

UK’s scientists are not the first ones 
to reveal this correlation – researchers 
in Australia and New Zealand already 
wrote about the relationship between 
food and mental well-being, but on a 
much smaller scale.

Psychological benefits of a diet rich 
in fruits and vegetables are pretty hard 
to dispute at this point. 

And it sort of makes sense – fruits 
make us happy. They taste great, they 
are refreshing and they are healthy. 

Living in a natural setting we would 
be eating much more fruit than we 
currently do. 

But what practical implications such 
studies have? Scientists say that doc-
tors should be aware of these effects. 
Seeing poor condition of mental well-
being, they should encourage the pa-
tient to eat more fruits and vegetables. 

People themselves should be more 
concerned with including these natu-
ral products to their daily diet – they 
will be happier this way.

Interestingly, scientists don’t know 
for sure why fruits and vegetables 
have this effect. But we need them an-
yway. 

They provide us vitamins, fibre and 
some sugar. It is a good snack, which 
will keep your waist lean and your 
smile – wide.

‟just one extra portion of 
fruits and vegetables a day 
already brings tremendous 

benefits, equivalent to 
around eight extra days of 

walking a month

SA unemployment 
rate decreases

South Africa’s unemploy-
ment rate has decreased by 
0.4 of a percentage point to 

27.1% for the fourth quarter of 
2018, Statistics South Africa an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Statistician-General of South 
Africa Risenga Maluleke says ed-
ucation plays a critical role in be-
ing absorbed into the labour mar-
ket.

According to stats SA the indus-
tries that recorded declines in em-
ployment were a community and 

social services, with 51 000 job 
losses, transport with 30 000, utili-
ties with 22 000 and construction 
with 21 000. Employment gains 
were recorded in five of the nine 
provinces in the fourth quarter of 
2018. 

The largest employment increas-
es were recorded in Gauteng at 86 
000, Free State with 33 000 and 
Western Cape with 26 000.

Between quarter four of 2017 
and quarter four of 2018, the per-
centage of young persons aged 
15–24 years, who were not em-
ployed, education or training 
(NEET) increased by 1.4 percent-
age points to 31.1%.

The NEET rate was higher for 
females compared to that of their 
male counterparts in both time pe-
riods. Compared to quarter four of 
2017, the percentage of youth 
aged 15–34 years, who were not in 
NEET, increased by 0.5% from 
38.4% to 38.9% in quarter four of 
2018. This means that four in eve-
ry ten young females were not in 
employment, education, or train-
ing.

Desmond Mathebula

Help for small businesses
President Cyril Ramaphosa says 
government will this year focus on 
significantly expanding the small 
business incubation programme.

The incubation programme pro-
vides budding entrepreneurs with 
physical space, infrastructure and 
shared services, access to special-
ised knowledge, market linkages, 
training in the use of new technolo-
gies and access to finance.

“The incubation programme cur-

rently consists of a network of 51 
technology business incubators, 10 
enterprise supplier development in-
cubators and 14 rapid youth incu-
bators.

“As part of the expansion of this 
programme, township digital hubs 
will be established, initially in four 
provinces, with more to follow,” 
said the President on Thursday 
night, as he delivered his second 
SONA, in Parliament.
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Seven behind bars for Joburg cash heist

Police arrested seven alleged 
cash-in-transit robbers after 
high speed chase that end-

ed with a shootout on Friday 
morning at Lombardy East. The 
police seized three R5s rifles, one 
AK-47, one 9mm pistol with live 
ammunition and four vehicles. 

A security guard and a bystander 
were shot and wounded when the 
incident unfolded. 

Residents of Lombardy East 

says the incident has left them 
traumatised.

According to police spokesper-
son Brigadier Mathapelo Peters, 
the seven people took an undis-
closed amount of cash from an un-
marked Toyota Hilux SUV be-
longing to a private cash-in-transit 
company based at Sebenza.

A Mercedes Benz was also re-
covered at Sebenza, which is be-
lieved to have been used in the 
robbery. The Mercedes Benz was 
confirmed to be a stolen vehicle in 

Pretoria Central.
Recently appointed Gauteng po-

lice commissioner, Lieutenant 
General Elias Mawela, commend-
ed all the teams that were part of 
the intelligence-driven operation 
which led to the arrest of the sus-
pects.

“CIT’s continue to be a priority 
area as police continue to put in 
concerted efforts in addressing se-
rious and violent crimes”, said 
Gauteng Provincial Commissioner 
Lieutenant General Elias Mawela.

Desmond Mathebula

A security guard and a bystander were shot and wounded when the incident unfolded

Seventeen firearms, twenty–four 
(24) suspects including four 
who died  in ensuing shoot-outs 

are the successes of the specialised 
tracking teams and police on routine 
patrols  chasing criminals in Gauteng 
for the first week of February 2019. 
   This is a clear message to criminals 
brandishing firearms to terrorise the 
communities that the arm of the law is 
too long to bring perpetrators to jus-
tice.
 Police are appealing to members of 
the community to isolate these crimi-
nals by reporting any suspicious peo-
ple and vehicles  to Crime Stop at 
08600 10111, police emergency 
number 10111 or the nearest police 
station. Information that may lead to 
the arrest of criminals involved in seri-
ous and violent crimes may be reward-
ed.

 Two of the arrested suspects  were 
posing as members of the police in Jo-

hannesburg Central. When police con-
fronted them and searched their vehi-
cle, they were both found in possession 
of 9mm pistols hanging on the side of 
their trousers. 

Further investigations are continu-
ing as these suspects might be com-
mitting crimes  and behaving in a 
manner that potrays police as being 
corrupt as well as committing serious 
and violent crimes including business 
robberies. In Parkview and Kempton 
Park, the tracking teams followed in-
formation that led to the arrest of three 
suspects  that had committed a busi-
ness robbery. 

Three firearms, balaclavas and 
gloves were seized. Some of the fire-
arms that were removed from the 
criminals in Hercules, Thembisa, Mid-
rand and Bramley include 9mm pis-
tols, shotgun and .22 rifles.  

Inquests dockets have also been 
opened for those armed criminals who 

were fatally shot during ensuing 
shoot-outs  as they were trying to es-
cape from the police. No police offic-
ers lost their lives but the criminal 
gangs suffered. One of the suspected 
houserobber was also shot and killed 
by the house owner in Bryanston.

 Whenever their lives are in danger, 
police will not hesitate to fight back  
and defend themselves and members 
of the community.  

Police step up 
fight against 

crime
Three firearms, balaclavas and gloves were seized. 
Some of the firearms that were removed from the 

criminals in Hercules, Thembisa, Midrand and Bram-
ley include 9mm pistols, shotgun and .22 rifles.  
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Five suspended over 
irregular William 
Nicol road tender

The Gauteng Provincial Gov-
ernment has instituted disci-
plinary proceedings against 

five officials in the Department of 
Roads and Transport following the 
termination of the Lubbe contract, 
which was recently found to have 
been irregularly awarded.

The suspended officials include 
the department’s HOD, Ronald 
Schwartz, who has been placed on 
special leave. 

“The officials face disciplinary ac-
tion in relation to the contract 
awarded to Lubbe Construction in 
2015 for the K46 road construction 
project,” the Premier’s office said in 
a statement. The company was to 
construct the stalled K46 (William 
Nicol Drive), which runs along Die-
psloot to the N14 freeway. The con-
tract, signed in November 2015, 
stipulated that the project was to 
have been completed in September 
2017. However, the road works have 
seen endless delays. The contract 
with Lubbe Construction was ex-
tended on two more occasions, with 

the company failing to complete the 
project within stipulated timeframes. 
In addition, the company had not 
maintained a valid performance 
guarantee for the project since No-
vember 2017. The recommendation 
to suspend the five came after an in-
vestigation conducted by Provincial 
Treasury, at the request of Premier 
David Makhura, revealed serious ir-
regularities in the awarding of the 
contract.

“The contract has since been ter-
minated and a new tender will be 
initiated through the Open Tender 
system,” Makhura’s office said.

Makhura said the provincial gov-
ernment regards poor management 
by officials of infrastructure projects 
and dismal performance by contrac-
tors as “a serious matter”.

“As such, support from the Special 
Investigating Unit (SIU) has been 
enlisted to recover funds that were 
allegedly overpaid to the contrac-
tor,” he said.

The Gauteng Provincial Govern-
ment acknowledged that the delay in 
the completion of the project has 
caused inconvenience to road users.

More to see 
and do in 
Qwaqwa

Tourism Minister Derek 
Hanekom will this Friday 
officially launch and hand-

over Metsi Matso Lodge in 
Qwaqwa in the Free State.

The Department of Tourism built 
the lodge as part of the National 
Tourism Sector Strategy to in-
crease tourism products at rural 
nodes and to enhance visitor expe-
rience.

The lodge, which can provide 
accommodation for more than 60 
visitors, is one of a number of in-
frastructure projects under the de-
partment’s Working for Tourism 
initiative. The initiative is funded 
by the Expanded Public Works 
Programme (EPWP).

“It is envisaged that the facility 
will create employment opportuni-
ties and stimulate the local tourism 
economy,” the department said.

The facility offers 12 luxury cha-
lets and 10 standard rooms. The 
lodge, according to its website, has 
two restaurants, both having bar 
facilities as well as seating areas 
for patrons’ entertainment. Host-
ing weddings and functions, the 
facility also has a conference ven-
ue that accommodates 200 guests.

The launch will culminate with 
an imbizo affording Hanekom, 
along with the executives of the 
Free State province, Thabo Mofut-
sanyana District Municipality and 
Maloti-A-Phofung Local Munici-
pality an opportunity to engage 
with the community on tourism 
development in the area.

Elias Mawela appointed new 
Gauteng Provincial Commissioner
Police Minister, Bheki 
Cele has announced 
the appointment of 
Lieutenant-General 
Elias Mawela as new 
Gauteng Provincial 
Commissioner.

Mawela is a career 
police officer who 
has held various top 

positions in the South African 
Police Service such as Divi-
sional Commissioner, Opera-
tional Response Service and 
amongst others a head of Na-
tional Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure (Nat-
JOINTS).

Mawela replaces Lieutenant-
General Deliwe de Lange, 
who resigned at the end of Oc-
tober. Minister Cele expressed 
confidence in Mawela saying 
he will nail criminals.

The newly appointed Gaut-
eng police commissioner has 
34 years of experience in the 
force and he has been serving 
as a divisional commissioner 
of Operational Response Ser-
vices since 2011.

Speaking in an event, Cele 

said: “Gauteng Province has and 
will always continue to be one of 
our priorities in crime fighting 
and to reduce crime in the Repub-
lic of South Africa”.

“As the Ministry of Police and 
the management of the SAPS we 
have full confidence in the newly 
appointed Provincial Commis-
sioner and we call upon all struc-
tures in the criminal justice clus-
ter to work together with the 
police in the fight against crime, 
and creating a safe and secure en-
vironment for all. As well as to 
ensure a better and easy life for 
the people of Gauteng. Working 
together we can and surely turn 
the tide on Gauteng,” concluded 
Cele.

Desmond Mathebula

Lt Gen. Elias Mawela ( seated )
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Khumalo lauds youth initiative
Sports
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Kaizer Chiefs legend Doctor Khum-
alo  has hailed the progress of youth 
development products Siphosakhe 

Ntiya-Ntiya and Happy Mashiane (pictured) 
after they started the Soweto derby.

The pair have featured for the Glamour 
Boys in recent times with Mashiane initially 
making an impact after a fine debut against 
Tornado FC in the Nedbank Cup.

However, he struggled a little bit in the der-
by against Orlando Pirates and was substi-
tuted at half-time. 

Nonetheless, coach Ernst Middendorp said 
he was simply ensuring the player didn’t get 
burned out so early in his career.

Meanwhile, Ntiya-Ntiya has become a first 
team regular making 11 starts in 11 Premier-
ship matches for Chiefs.

Khumalo, who played for Amakhosi for 
most of the time from 1987 until 2004, was 
in full praise of the pair. He told Soccer La-
duma: “I would like to focus on development 
and playing youngsters in a highly competi-
tive game, with the Soweto Derby having 
played last weekend. 

We saw the Kaizer Chiefs techni-
cal team play two youngsters 
(Siphosakhe Ntiya-Ntiya and 
Happy Mashiane) in their start-
ing line-up.

“While focus is not on the der-
by or Chiefs, as I’m talking de-
velopment, it is important to high-
light what playing those two boys in 
that game brings to their development. 

It was significantly important for those 
boys to get that opportunity, which is some-

thing that hasn’t been happening in a 
long time now.

“Some of us graduated in simi-
lar conditions where we were 
promoted and exposed to big 
games at a young age, with the 
view and belief that we’d go on 
to make a big impact in the 

team.
“It isn’t just about the derby be-

cause other teams have to produce and 

promote youngsters as well, for the better-
ment of South African football. Sometimes 
winning overrides the importance of devel-
opment, which is very sad because playing 
youngsters doesn’t guarantee a loss.

“It is just that we tend not to believe in our 
youth, but there’s only one way for these 
youngsters to develop and grow in the game 
and that’s through being given opportunities.

“There’s a lot going into development and 
I can count a number of players who were 
exposed to these high-intensity games at a 
young age and went on to achieve a lot. 

 PALESA MOHLAMME

That’s because they got used to pressure situ-
ations at a young age.

“Look at Gerald Sibeko, Jabu (Pule) Mahl-
angu, Brian Baloyi, the late Thabang Lebese, 
Thabo Mooki, myself and many others. Once 
you get given that opportunity, you want to 
grab it with both hands so that you make a 
mark. 

You start thinking about where it all started 
for you and you never want to disappoint an-
yone.

“It is when you are aware of your responsi-
bility, role and the expectations from every-
one that you are fully developed and focused. 

“You then feel free to express yourself be-
cause you know you’ve got everyone’s sup-
port and belief. 

“You start showing your skill, physical 
abilities and then you are able to overcome 
any obstacle on the field.”

‟“There’s a lot going into 
development and I can count a 
number of players who were 

exposed to these high-intensity 
games at a young age and 
went on to achieve a lot. 

That’s because they got used 
to pressure situations at a 

young age.

Former Bafana Bafana Midfielder, Doctor Khumalo


