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Mohlabi’s engineering passion 

The newly appointed head 
of Facilities Enhancement 
within Community Devel-

opment, Moeketsi Mohlabi, is pas-
sionate about structural engineer-
ing, the kind of infrastructure that 
plays a crucial role in the improve-
ment of communities.

Mohlabi recently won a prestig-
ious municipal engineering award, 
which recognised the oval-shaped 
council chamber for its environ-
mentally friendly and climate-con-
scious design, a project he over-
saw.

At the time, Mohlabi was head-
ing up the City’s Engineering Cen-
tre of Excellence, which is respon-
sible for overall contract 
management, project monitoring 
and evaluation, with a slant to-
wards citywide capital projects.

He has since been promoted to 
head up the community develop-
ment unit responsible for the bet-
terment of swimming pools, li-

braries and recreation centres, 
where his passion lies. 

“I am passionate about all engi-
neering work, particularly good 
buildings; infrastructure that the 
community can live and play in, 
where people can commute easi-
ly,” he says.

A decorated civil servant, 
Mohlabi is a Civil Engineering 
Technologist by profession, with 
more than 21 years’ experience in 
the construction of civil and social 
infrastructure. He has been with 
the City for five years now, having 
previously worked for the Ekurhu-
leni metro.

The ultramodern City of Joburg 
Council Chamber, which embod-
ies the municipality’s commitment 
to transparent governance and en-
vironmental sustainability, won 
the Institute of Municipal Engi-
neering of Southern Africa (IME-
SA) and the Consulting Engineers 
of South Africa (CESA) award in 

November.
This after Mohlabi, a registered 

member of the Engineering Coun-
cil of South Africa (ECSA) en-
tered the building for the IMESA 
awards for its ultramodern archi-
tectural design.

IMESA runs municipal engi-
neering excellence awards every 
two years. Mohlabi entered two 
projects for the awards, including 
the newly constructed BRT Bridge 
in Marlboro and the oval-shaped 
Council Chamber in Braamfon-
tein, for which he won the IMESA 
award.

“It feels great to have won the 
award because the City has a 
plethora of projects it needs to cel-
ebrate,” he says.

Mohlabi, who is currently study-
ing towards a master’s in engi-
neering management, says the 
City needs to celebrate its success-
es in the construction of ground-
breaking infrastructure projects.

Desmond Mathebula

Ibhongo high 
School celebrates 

its students

The Ibhongo Alumni Association 
in collaboration with Ibhongo 
High School hosted an Award giv-
ing ceremony for the best perform-
ing students across all grades. 

The second annual event was 
aimed at inspiring students by rec-
ognising academic excellence and 
motivating them to work hard 
from the beginning of the year.

In 2018 Ibhongo high school ob-
tained 87, 3% matriculant pass and 
was position 1 in the circuit.  The 
top learner got 7 distinctions with 
100% in Physical Sciences. 

“We are the number one school 
in the province, which is accompa-
nied by top dog students, top dog 
teachers, and a top dog principal 
“said the principal. 

 School governing body repre-
sentative Maumakwe welcomed 
the results achieved by the stu-
dents throughout the academic 
year.  

“Our mission is to ensure that 
every learner does well at school 
and leaves our institution with 
knowledge, skills and qualifica-
tions that will give then the best 
chance of success in adult life and 
our vision is to make sure that 
quality learning ND teaching takes 
place daily. “She said. 

The school ensures that it will 
keep on making education its 
number one priority, and shall 
continue to make the province 
proud with its exceptionally good 
results.

Desmond Mathebula
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 Joburg needs more trophies in its cabinet...

Dumping nightmare EVERY morning, resi-
dents of Chiawelo wake 
up to the sight of fresh 
heaps of garbage almost 
spilling into their yards.

Used and unused con-
doms, disposable nap-
pies, dead rodents mud-
dled among the rubble, 
sorghum beer cartons 
and bottles are just some 
of the nauseating rub-
bish that residents have 
to contend with.

Next to the mounds of grime 
are puddles of murky water, al-
most overflowing with a clutter 
of bleached plastic bags, tins 
and other items.

“Sometimes we can’t even eat 
because people throw down 
dead animals like dogs and cats. 
The smell can be too bad,” said 
Gladys Nkosi, who lives just 
metres from the illegal dumping 
site. “What is disturbing is that 

children like to play there, pick-
ing up anything they can play 
with,” she added.

According to Pikitup, the City 
of Johannesburg’s waste man-
agement It costs the City ap-
proximately R170 million per 
annum to clean up street litter-
ing and illegal dump sites mon-
ey that could be far better uti-
lised in building 7 350 RDP 
houses, acquiring 588 new am-

bulances or any number 
of other projects to bring 
the city up to world-
class standards and pro-
viding basic services.

To report cases of ille-
gal dumping are urged 
to contact Pikitup by 
calling Joburg Connect 
on 011 375 5555. They 
may also send an e-mail 
to
joburgconnect@joburg.
org.za

Desmond Mathebula

Informal Trader’s 
Policy to kick-Off

The Department of Economic Devel-
opment started to formulate a new In-
formal Trader Policy, by consulting 
with all traders and hawker associa-
tions. They consulted informal traders 
therefore to understand their require-
ments and historical problems.

Economic Development MMC 
Leah Knott said they will take the pol-
icy to the public through its regional 
consultative workshops, with leaders 
and trader associations. He added that 
the workshops will start in March and 
continue until June 2019.

“The City is continuing to interact 
with informal traders to find out about 
their needs and challenges they en-
counter in trading. In order to better 
trading, the new policy together with 
improved resources will empower 
and support informal traders as well 
as regulating trading in a more con-
sistent manner”, she said.

Ntsoaki Toloane
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Health Department targets 30 000 girls 
The Department of Health 

recently started a cam-
paign of Human Papillo-

ma Virus (HPV1) vaccine, to girl 
learners aged 9 years in public 
schools across Johannesburg. 

Health and Social Development 
MMC Mpho Phalatse said HPV1 
vaccine protects girls against cer-
vical cancer. She said the depart-
ment is planning to reach about 30 
000 learners during the campaign.

“Health workers are visiting 520 

schools in all seven regions to ad-
minister HPV1 vaccine to girl 
learners. The campaign aims to re-
duce cancer of cervix through the 
introduction of the vaccine before 
girls get exposed to HPV infec-
tion. The vaccine is administered 
in two doses, the first dose is 
HPV1 and started on 5 February 
and will continue until 15 March 
2019. The second dose will start 
on 6 August until 20 September 
2019,” she said.

Phalatse said for learners to be 
vaccinated, they should provide a 

signed form by parents or guardi-
ans. 

The HPV vaccine which has 
been used in more than 130 coun-
ties globally, its campaign started 
to be practiced annually in South 
Africa by City of Johannesburg 
from 2014. The City of Johannes-
burg has done it in partnership 
with National Department of 
Health and Department of Basic 
Education.

“Cases of teenage pregnancy 
that we see are clear indication 
that our girls are starting to have 

Despite receiving a brand-
spanking new VW hatchback 
and three coveted awards, 
Gerald Nxumalo, the reign-
ing JMPD Officer of the 
Year, is mostly grateful for 
the recognition that comes 
with the accolade.

“I am happy for the ac-
knowledgement, it validates 
what I do on a daily,” says 
Nxumalo, crowned recently 
at the Public Safety awards.

The celebrated officer, 
known to his peers as ‘Gen-
eral’ or ‘Super Cop’, received 
the honour after what he says 
have been 14 “intensive” 
years in uniform.

He served for three years as 
an undercover police officer, 
another three as a member of 
the Moroka Trio Task Team, 
and a further three with the 
Johannesburg Flying Squad, 
before moving to Region B, 
where he is currently sta-
tioned.

A widower and father of 
two, Officer Nxumalo has 
dedicated his Officer of the 
Year Award to his late wife. 
“It’s for all the late nights at 
work. At one point, she com-
plained to me ‘what are we 
getting for your dedication to 

work because there was no 
change in our lives?’” he 
says.

Nxumalo’s dedication 
didn’t go unnoticed. He also 
won the regional officer of 
the year award. He boasts 
over 250 arrests to his name, 
probably a Public Safety re-
cord.

He says the JMPD award is 
credit for his work mainly in 
2014 when he arrested a dan-
gerous criminal, who was 
only convicted in September 

last year. Nxumalo was off 
duty when three taxi drivers 
in pursuit of a suspect flagged 
him down. They followed the 
suspect to a house in Zone 2 
Meadowlands, Soweto, 
where Nxumalo effected an 
arrest.

“The suspect was about to 
hand over his gun to me 
when the three taxi drivers 
started wrestling him for the 
firearm. The suspect turned 
out to be a police officer who 
had been moonlighting as a 
hit man for taxi squads,” he 
explains.

The firearm was linked, 
through ballistic tests, to 
eight murders in the taxi in-
dustry, all of which occurred 
in KwaZulu-Natal. He was 
sentenced to six life terms 
and Nxumalo received a 
commendation from the Piet-
ermaritzburg High Court for 
his hard work. 

“I always go above and be-
yond the call of duty. If you 
don’t love what you do, 
you’ll always suffer from a 
migraine each time you need 
to come to work, so you have 
to give it 100% or more,” he 
explains. - Courtesy to City 
of joburg city

Super cop’s late 
nights at work finally 

paying off

intercourse at a younger age and 
not practice safe intercourse. Cer-
vical cancer is caused by HPV, 
which is a sexually transmitted vi-
rus so it is important to immunize 
the girls against HPV before they 
even start having sex,” said Pha-
latse. She added that due to short-
age of vaccine last year, some 
learners were not vaccinated so 
health worker will have the oppor-
tunity to identify them during the 
campaign. Learners who did not 
receive their second dose last year 
will receive it.

Ntsoaki Toloane

He received the honour after what he says
 have been 14 “intensive” years in uniform



News Gauteng 
News

 1 - 7  March 2019 Page 5www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

Flavour B finally releases her single

A Soweto born and 
raised artist Nont-
sikelelo Mdlanko-

mo whose stage name is 
Flavour B, finally released 
a single called Khuluma 
Ndoda.

Flavour B moved from 
South Africa to Germany 
in her early ages, and lived 
there for 20 years. That is 
where she learned how to 
speak and write German 
language. She started her 
career in the entertainment 
industry as a dancer in 
1997.

“I took dance classes 
from Marvin Smith, which 
is one of the best choreog-
rapher from United States 

of America. I also joined 
the Magic Force dance 
group, from Belgium”, 
said Flavour B. 

In 1998 she started teach-
ing Hip Hop, dancehall 
and working as a choreog-
rapher for famous artists in 
Germany. 

“I performed, toured and 
danced on music video for 
numerous famous artists 
such as Enrique Iglesias 
Comet 2000, Walking 
Large (Ono), Brooke Rus-
sells, Sarah Connor featur-
ing Wyclef Jean and Fler ft 
Dj Thomekk just to men-
tion few”, added Flavour 
B.  

She returned to South 

Africa and residents in Or-
lando West, Soweto.  Fla-
vour B has recently re-
leased a hit song called 
Khuluma Ndoda.

“My producer Senzo 
Shangase and I decided to 
create something fresh by 
mixing kwaito and hip hop 
sounds. Khuluma Ndoda 
single is out and available 
on iTunes, Google Play 
and all online stores”, she 
said.

Flavour B is not only a 
choreographer but is also a 
song writer, rapper do vo-
cals and a dancer. She has 
shared stage with the likes 
of Zola, Biblos and Pastor 
Mbhobho.

I took dance classes from Marvin Smith, who is one of the best choreographer’s in United States of America

Ntsoaki Toloane

Security 
company 
empowers 
youth
Elason Proactive Security is a 
company based in Johannesburg, 
that specialize with developing 

and empowering young people 
with various skills that qualify 
them to be employable in various 
sectors. 

Last year the security company 
collaborated with SASSETA in a 
training that lasted for six months. 
The training was done in various 
schools and resulted in huge 
changes in terms of fighting crime 
in schools. 

The Security Company handed 
over certificates to everyone who 
participated in the training. Stu-
dents who participated in the 
training stand a chance to be em-
ployed by other security compa-

nies. 
The trainees studied three 

months of theory and three 
months of practical work. Train-
ees who attended were privileged 
to be paid a stipend during their 
time of training. 

This programme also benefited 
unemployed community mem-
bers. Thandeka Mntambo exten-
sion 2 resident said the training 
has changed her life for the best.

“This has benefited even those 
who haven’t obtained matric cer-
tificate. I have gained many skills 
while I was in training which will 
help me to find a decent job. I 

thank Mzwakhe Khumalo for this 
opportunity and others who con-
tributed in this training,” Said 
Mntambo.  

Ntsoaki Toloane

Residents request 
for speed humps

Residents in Chiawelo are frus-
trated with the increase of ac-
cidents caused by reckless 

drivers due to lack of speed humps and 
stop signs in their area. The residents 
are pleading to government, to assist 
them.

The residents accuse motorists of 
over speeding at Phandamashango 
Road especially when there is no traf-
fic. The residents say motorists pay no 
attention to stop signs at mhlaba Road, 
which results in accidents occurring in 
intersections. Chiawelo resident Jabu-
lani Nwamashangu built a short barrier 
wall on the pavement outside his 
home, facing the intersection aimed at 
protecting his house from being de-
stroyed by motorists as it has happened 
several times before. Another resident 
who lives near the intersection on 
Phandamashango Road is John Maba-
so who said, “My house is the only one 
where they haven’t gone through the 
wall. My son was so concerned about 
the accidents taking place that he made 
his own sign and put it up on the tree 
outside my house a few years ago.”

Amukelani Singo who resides on 
Phandamashango Road said when a 
car crashed into his wall, his girl-
friend’s car and swimming pool were 
damaged.



Page 6                        1 - 7  March 2019

Gauteng 
News

www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

CRIME WATCHCrime Stop  08600 10111

F‑pace – the luxury performance suv
As Jaguar was keen to ex-

pand its portfolio, and 
already had a superb se-

dan range, launching a luxury 
performance SUV made perfect 
sense.

‘The world has changed,’ says 
Wayne Burgess, Jaguar’s Pro-
duction Design Studio Director, 
‘As much as I love sedans, I’ve 
always been receptive to the idea 
of a more practical Jaguar sports 
car. I’m at a different point in my 
life, with a wife and twin sons, so 
a car like F-PACE resonates with 
me because it means I can have a 
family car that does everything I 
need it to do.’

Back in 2013, the C-X17 con-
cept car made its acclaimed de-
but at the Frankfurt International 
Motor Show. 
Clearly 
a 

Jaguar from its XF akin front 
face and lithe bodywork, it none-
theless had a different purpose 
and market intent. Its essence has 
remained intact in the production 
F-PACE.

There was no Jaguar design 
precedent for F-PACE, which 
was refreshing for the team. ‘I re-
ally enjoyed working on this pro-
gramme as it wasn’t about com-
paring the new design with a 
classic like E-Type or XJ,’ says 
Burgess. ‘That was liberating.’

Without Jaguar classics as a 
reference, Head of Exterior De-
sign Adam Hatton revisited 
F-TYPE for design cues.

‘Its front fender and rear 
haunch lines, taut surfaces, slim 
signature tail lights, and the pure 

design of the 
rear - as 

t h e 

forms lead towards the Jaguar 
leaper badge - take a lot of the 
visual weight out of the car. 
F-PACE’s bonnet is more hori-
zontal but, for consistency, it 
shares the side vents and spearl-
ine graphic with XE and XF too. 
The brief to ourselves was sim-
ple, let’s make the best looking, 
sportiest practical car on the 
planet.’

While Jaguars across the range 
share details, the proportions of 
F-PACE are very different. When 
you look down the side of 
F-PACE from back to front, you 
can see the car’s shoulder curva-
ceously graduating from slim 
and tucked in above the window 
line of the cabin to wide and 
strong over the rear wheels.

‘F-PACE has a long rear over-
hang which creates a lot of dra-
ma. We were able to do that be-
cause we’ve got an exceptionally 

short front-overhang. We 
worked really 

hard with the 
engineering 
team on 
this aspect. 
Park the 
opposition 
next to our 

car and 
they don’t 

look so good by comparison,’ 
says Burgess.

It wasn’t easy to make it feasi-
ble for production, as Body 
Structures Project Leader David 
Hoadley concedes: ‘The haunch 
over the rear wheel arch is a key 
feature of F-PACE and was a big 
challenge. We didn’t want to 
compromise, so we pushed the 
limits of what was possible.’

Bigger than a Porsche Macan 
but smaller than an Audi Q7, the 
benefits of F-PACE’s long rear 
overhang go beyond exterior aes-
thetics, boosting rear legroom 
and boot size. The car boasts a 
rival-trouncing 650 litres of load-
space*** and an impressive 
1255mm boot width (1048mm 
between the wheel arches).

‘With seats folded flat the ca-
pacity is incredible,’ says Bur-
gess. ‘Even with the seats upright 
it’s really big in the loadspace.’

In the Portfolio trim, the seats 
come with cool ‘fluted’ cushion-
ing – a thoroughly modern refer-
ence to classic Jaguar seats of the 
60s and 70s. In front, F-PACE’s 
Sports Command raised driving 
position lends the driver confi-
dence and a more assertive view 
all around.

F-PACE isn‘t just about luxury 
and drive, it‘s practical too. Inno-

vative systems to help keep you 
safe in traffic come as standard, 
including Autonomous Emer-
gency Braking, Reverse Traffic 
Detection with Blind Spot Moni-
tor and Driver Condition Moni-
toring with Lane Keep Assist.

The F-PACE features a new 
go-anywhere Activity Key – a re-
ally solid and tough rubber wrist-
band – which locks and unlocks 
the car via a built-in transponder 
so you can leave your keys safe 
in the vehicle. ‘It’s waterproof 
plus heat- and shock-proof,’ says 
Jaguar electrical software expert 
Paul Morris. ‘It works using an 
identifiable area on the tailgate: 
on Jaguars it’s by the J. The user 
lines it up and uses similar radio 
frequencies to our keys. It also 
disables the keys left inside the 
car so anybody trying to break-in 
won’t be able to use those keys to 
start the vehicle.’

‘F-PACE has one of the best 
steering feels in its class, due to 
the way we tune the system here 
at Jaguar,’ says Technical Man-
ager for Vehicle Dynamics Peter 
Davis. ‘ You won’t know you’re 
in a SUV. We’ve also got an 
F-TYPE inspired front axle, a 
stiff rear axle and very carefully 
developed tyres.’

Edenvale High shooting

Metro police will be de-
ployed outside Gaut-
eng schools experienc-

ing high crime rates during 
drop-off and collection periods.

This plan has been announced 
by MEC for Community Safety 
Sizakele Nkosi-Malobane follow-
ing a shoot-out this week at the 
Edenvale High School in which 
two armed suspects were killed 
by police.

In security footage made exclu-
sively available to eNCA, a group 
of armed men is seen arriving at 
Edenvale High school and mak-
ing their getaway while exchang-
ing gunfire with police. 

Shortly after the men drove onto 
the premises, claiming to be par-
ents of pupils attending the 
school, they held up staff and 
stole R8,000.

Gauteng police spokesperson 
Captain Kay Makhubele ex-
plained how the robbers gained 
access to the school. 

“It is alleged that one suspect 
came to the school and informed 
security guards that he had come 
to pick up a pupil. 

“While security guards were 

opening for him, more armed sus-
pects entered, driving a van. It is 
alleged that the suspects proceed-
ed to the offices where they held 
the principal at gunpoint and 
robbed him of an undisclosed 
amount of cash. “He said

Police were alerted to the crime 
and confronted the group as they 
attempted to escape, resulting in a 
shootout.

The security footage shows a 
man sustaining a gunshot wound 
while trying to flee the scene.

Two men were killed during the 
shooting while one was wounded. 

Five of the suspected robbers 

were arrested, among them an 
Uber driver who claims to have 
been hijacked.

They appeared before the Ger-
miston Magistrates Court on a lita-
ny of charges, including business 
robbery, possession of unlawful 
firearms, and attempted murder.

Police spokesperson Kay 
Makhubela asserted the strength 
of their case, “We will present the 
evidence before the court. We 
have a strong case against all the 
suspects who were involved in the 
Edenvale High shooting. “He con-
cluded.

Nombuso Ntombela

‘The men drove onto the premises, held up staff and stole R8,000’

Operational successes with 94 
arrests and 10 firearms recovered

Provincial Commissioner of 
Police in Gauteng, Lieutenant 
General Elias Mawela, has ex-

tended his appreciation to all members 
who have been working diligently in 
the the pre-weekend operations to en-
sure that the momentum of Buya 
Mtheto.

 Gauteng police’s newly adopted ap-
proach to fighting crime, is sus-
tained.

Shortly after his rede-
ployment to Gauteng 
over three weeks ago 
as the province’s 
police commission-
er, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Mawela outlined 
his priorities: reducing 
the volumes of crime in 
the Province with Gauteng per-
ceived to be contributing the largest 
percentage to the country’s crime; ad-
dressing serious and violent crime that 
somehow spiked last year; addressing 
contact crime where residents are per-
sonally hit hardest; organised crime, 
drugs and human trafficking; corrup-
tion within and outside of the Service; 
and working closely with communi-
ties towards strengthened community-
police relations.

On this basis, police in this week’s 
operations arrested 48 wanted sus-
pects for various offences and serious 
crimes - 27 in Ekurhuleni West and 21 

in Alexandra, north of Johannesburg.
 A further 19 suspects were arrested 

during roadblocks; raids at taxi ranks, 
liquor outlets, second hand dealer-
ships where at least five scrapyards 
were closed down for non-compli-
ance.

 One of these 19 was arrested at a 
roadblock for impersonating a police 
officer, while one woman was arrested 
in Leondale for possession of suspect-
ed stolen vehicle, stolen property in-
cluding police reflector jackets and 

empty docket covers.
Parallel operations in the 

Joburg Central Business Dis-
trict saw counterfeit goods 
worth an estimated value 

of R18 million confiscated; 
fines issued amounting to over 
R28 000; and 11 suspects ar-
rested for various crimes in-

cluding rape and possession of drugs.
A total of 10 firearms were recov-

ered, including those that were recov-
ered during the arrest of six alleged 
airport-followers; five alleged Eden-
vale school robbers; and five alleged 
bank-followers in Kempton Park dur-
ing the week. 

This removal of firearms from crim-
inals is a welcome boost to police’s ef-
forts to minimise the proliferation of 
firearms.

Five (5) stolen motor vehicles were 
recovered; while three lion carcasses 
were discovered during a rural opera-
tion in Muldersdrift.

Nombuso Ntombela
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93 technical graduates to assist struggling municipalities

Ninety-three technical 
graduates have been de-
ployed to provide much 

needed support to some of the 
country’s most distressed munici-
palities.

The group was recruited by the 
Department of Cooperative Gov-
ernance’s Municipal Infrastruc-
ture Support Agent’s Young Grad-
uates Programme.

Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs Minister 
Zweli Mkhize introduced the 
graduates during a briefing 
session in Kempton Park on 
Tuesday. They are among 
150 recruited by the depart-
ment during the 2018/19 fi-
nancial year.

Last year, the depart-
ment be-
moaned 
t h e 
l a r g e 
num-
b e r 
o f 

dysfunctional and distressed mu-
nicipalities and provided support 
such as governance and adminis-
tration, financial management, in-
frastructure development, politi-
cal management and other critical 
areas requiring attention.

“We emphasised the need to 
provide technical advice and sup-
port to municipalities so that they 
can be able to provide much need-
ed services to the people - such 

water and electricity, fill 
potholes, cut grass 

and alien vegeta-
tion on the verge 
of roads and 
promote local 
economic de-
velopment and 
job creation, 

among others.
“In this regard, 

w e 

have developed several training 
and human resource development 
programmes to support munici-
palities and build a technical skills 
pipeline for local government,” 
said Mkhize.

The Minister said infrastructure 
programmes were also being used 
to address the spatial defects of 
apartheid town planning that det-
rimentally affected the majority 
groups.

“The work that needs to be done, 
which requires your skills as 
young professionals, includes 
bulk electricity and water supply 
networks, water and sewer treat-
ment works, access roads, storm 
water bridges, municipal building 
constructions, sidewalks and oth-
er critical projects, which enable 
the smooth functioning of the mu-
nicipalities.

“You have your work cut out for 
you indeed as young graduates 
and professionals,” he said. 

Through the Municipal Infra-
structure Support Agent 

(MISA), Cogta currently 

Among the graduates are 46 civil engineers, 16 town and regional planners, 13 electrical engineers, 10 environmental 
scientists, seven project and construction managers and one geographic information systems practitioner.

Desmond Mathebula drives six skills development pro-
grammes. These include the Young 
Graduate Programme; Experien-
tial Learnership Programme; Ap-
prenticeship Programme; Techni-

cal Bursary Scheme; technical 
skills training for municipal offi-
cials and an artisan recognition of 
prior learning programme.

Ekurhuleni West TVET College 
hosts debate on 2019 elections

The Gauteng Provincial Legislature 
together with the Ekurhuleni West 
TVET College (EWC) hosted a 
powerful seminar that aims to ease a 
strong youth discussion on the topic 
of ‘’to vote or not to vote’’ in the up-
coming 2019 provincial and nation-
al elections. Current statistics sug-
gest that Gauteng youths between 
18 and 29 make up the province’s 
largest population bracket, yet they 
are the least active in crucial demo-
cratic processes. 
  The debate was therefore called out 
in a bid to raise awareness to the 
youth as probing their thoughts on 
the value of voting in an atmosphere 
where young people seemingly pre-
fer alternative methods to vent their 
frustrations to government such as; 
service delivery protests and dam-
aging state property among others.  
The debate requested youth’s views 

on how they perceive the future of 
South Africa and their contribution 
through participating in decisive 
democratic processes such as elec-
tions. 
It urged the youth to be active citi-
zens by encouraging them to regis-
ter to vote in the upcoming general 
elections this year.

This took place in a form of a pan-
el discussion consisting of students 
at the college and influential media 
personalities;  Xoli Mngambi, Bujy 
Bikwa, Donovan Goliath, Bongekile 
Skosana and Jessica Mthimkhulu. 
The panel deliberated on issues that 
would make young people change 
their perspective on voting. They 
spoke remarks that explained what 
is happening in the country, what 
can be done to change that and how 
things should be viewed. EWC is an 
institute that works.      

Cooperative Governance 
and Traditional Affairs 
Minister Zweli Mkhize
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Young athletes set eyes provincially 

Orange Farm schools Pri-
mary, Secondary and 
combine schools, partici-

pated in athletics competition that 
took place at Chris Hani Sports 
Complex on 07 and 08 February 
2019. On the first day different Pri-
mary schools battled out for a 
place to compete in the District 
level.

On the following day it was time 
for Secondary schools to fight for a 
place in the big stage. They con-
tested in following categories:  
Javelin, Long Jump, Shot-put and 
others. Motaba Mofokeng from 
Mphethi Mahlatsi Secondary 
School won best female in 100m 
and 800m. Zazi Magwaza from 
Thetha Secondary School won 
Best male in 100m and 800m.

 The most participated school 
amongst all was Leshata Second-
ary School with 98 points. Mphet-

SHOWING OFF THE CUP: teachers and OFWESA management Bongiwe Hlatshwayo   

Themba Mndebele

WINNERS ON 
THE DAY: 

Motaba Mofokeng from 
Mphethi Mahlatsi 
Secondary School, 
wearing a black trouser 
and grey vest, holding a 
cup she won for best 
female :Zazi Magwaza 
from Thetha Secondary 
School, wearing a 
colourful t-shirt

Boys take part in athletic disciplines

hi Mahlatsi followed with 78 points.
Bongiwe Hlatshwayo OFWESA Secretary 

said that as cluster they started preparing the 
athletics competition early this year and or-
ganised all the schools to participate. “We 

have nineteen Primary and eight 
Secondary schools who participat-
ed. In order for everything to go 
well this year we brought camera 
operators to take videos of the fin-
ishing line. To verify the results 
and to to avoid complaints,” Said 
Hlatshwayo. 

On 14 February the winners who 
won on the 8th, were competing at 
Soweto Dobsonville Stadium with 
other districts. Zazi Magwaza U19 
qualified for three events, and oth-
ers who qualified will participate 
provincially with other athletes 
from different districts. 

Other categories such Javelin 

took place on the 18th of February 
around Gauteng and winners will 
compete provincially.  

The most partici-
pated school amongst 

all was Leshata 
Secondary School 

with 98 points. 
Mphethi Mahlatsi 
followed with 78 

points.


