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Hundreds gathered to tackle gender-based violence in Pretoria

Hundreds of delegates have 
gathered in Irene, Pretoria 
on Monday to tackle the 

plague of gender-based violence 
meted in Gauteng against women 
and children. The summit is con-
vened by the government, tradi-
tional and religious sectors, and all 
social partners in the fight against 
crime, as well as academic institu-
tions and representative from the 
entertainment industry.
MEC for community safety, 
Sizakele Nkosi-Malobane also 
joined in an interactive gen-

der-based violence summit. The 
programme started with MEC Nko-
si-Malobane welcoming all those 
gathered at St George’s hotel with 
a speech. As part of the welcom-
ing she reflected on the words of 
courage, fortitude and calm endur-
ance of South African struggle icon 
Mama Albertina Sisulu whose leg-
acy we are celebrating this year as 
the people of South Africa.
Nkosi-Malobane quoted Mama 
Sisulu during the Soweto uprising 
when she said: “women are the peo-
ple who are going to relieve us from 
all this oppression and depression. 
The rent boycott that is happen-

ing in Soweto now (In the 1980s) 
is alive because of the women.  It 
is the women who are on the street 
committees educating the people to 
stand up and protect each other”.
The MEC commended resolute 
women like Bongekile Simelane, 
known as Babes Wodumo who 
amongst the numerous attempts to 
be manipulated by their abusive 
partners and husbands stand their 
ground and soldier on to ensure that 
perpetrators receive the full might 
of the law.
Nkosi-Malobane called on society 
to work together so that abusers 
can be brought to book. She fur-

ther made a call to strengthen the 
role played by all the stakeholders 
who convened the gathering and as 
a collective begin to walk the talk in 
our quest to safety in communities 
for women and children.
MEC Nkosi-Malobane says the 
latest report released by Statistics 
South Africa on gender-based vi-
olence indicates that Gauteng has 
experienced some of the most hor-
rendous incidents of sexual assault, 
rape and brutal killings in recent 
times. She went on to say that the 
department has recorded about 39 
552 cases of assault with an intent 
to inflict grievous bodily harm.

It is said that when a language dies, 
a way of understanding the world 
dies with it. Addressing members 

of the public while seamlessly switch-
ing between nine of the 11 official 
languages, President Cyril Ramapho-
sa said this year’s Human Rights Day 
celebration aims to highlight efforts to 
conserve and promote indigenous lan-

guages. The Human Rights Day cel-
ebration took place at George Thabe 
Cricket Stadium in Sharpeville, Ver-
eenging, on Thursday. Ahead of the 
Human Rights Day commemoration 
on Wednesday, Vereeniging was turned 
into a ghost town by taxi drivers who 
cordoned off the town and called for 
service delivery in the form of rehabili-

Your language 
your human right

tated roads and a refurbished taxi rank. 
Turning his attention to these issues, 
Gauteng Premier David Makhura, who 
accompanied the President and Arts 
and Culture Minister Nathi Mthethwa 
at the commemoration, - said he not-
ed the concerns raised, stressing that 
attention will be given to these issues. 
Human Rights Day commemorates the 
1960 anti-pass march in Sharpeville, 
which came to a brutal end with the 
mass killing of 69 unarmed protesters. 
The march later became known as the 
Sharpeville massacre. Ahead of his of-
ficial keynote address, 
  President Ramaphosa visited the grave 
and memorial site for a wreath laying 
ceremony in remembrance of those 
who lost their lives on 21 March 1960. 
He called on South Africans to undo 

the past by embracing and promoting 
the country’s indigenous languages. “In 
our past, languages were used to sow 
division. Today we can use language as 
a source of empowerment and pride,” 
said President Ramaphosa. Highlight-
ing that all rights must be embraced, 
the President said government is mov-
ing with speed to empower and foster 
respect for the rights of people with 
disabilities. 
  “A proposal has been submitted to Par-
liament to elevate South African Sign 
Language to the status of an official 
language,” he said. Additionally, the 
President said South Africa will sign 
and ratify the Africa Disability Protocol 
that seeks to protect and promote the 
rights of people with disability on the 
continent.  

Johanna Molokomme

Gender based violence activists follow proceedings during the summit conducted by the Government in Pretoria
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President wants urgent action on Prasa

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
has instructed the Minister of 
Transport, Dr Blade Nzi-

mande, to urgently address challeng-
es plaguing commuter rail agency, 
the Passenger Rail Agency of South 
Africa (Prasa). The President held a 
meeting with Nzimande at Tuynhuys 
in Cape Town on Tuesday following 
the President’s first-hand experience 
on the difficulties regularly experi-
enced by commuters when he board-
ed a train from Mabopane to 
Tshwane CBD on Monday. Among 
the challenges raised at the meeting 
was the deterioration of infrastruc-
ture and unacceptable delays of train 
services, which often result in com-
muters arriving late for work, school 
and other commitments. Passenger 
and driver safety also received atten-
tion. 

The President stressed the need for 
a safe, reliable and integrated public 

transport system to support the 
country’s economic develop-
ment aspirations. While appre-
ciating that Prasa is currently 
implementing one of the larg-
est urban rail modernisation 
programmes in the world, the 
President said the agency’s 
failure to implement its turna-
round plans and, in the pro-
cess, pay due attention to criti-
cal rail operational functions, 
is a cause for concern. 

He has directed immediate 
action to strengthen govern-
ance by stabilising the leader-
ship at board level and filling 
critical vacancies, including 
that of the Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer. The President has 
also called for practical and ur-
gent action to bridge the gap 
between the turnaround strate-
gies developed and their day-
to-day implementation. 

He has directed that a capa-
ble and skilled team of special-
ists should be established to 
conduct due diligence on the 
rail network to determine the 
extent of challenges. Urgent 
action is required to accelerate 
the implementation of the 
R172 billion modernisation 
programme meant to eliminate 
challenges occasioned by aged 
infrastructure. Nzimande is ex-

pected to make announce-
ments in due course on the de-
livery of these commitments 
and other actions to be under-
taken to restore service perfor-
mance at Prasa. 

The President has further 
welcomed the imminent intro-
duction of 24 new train sets in 
Gauteng to augment the 18 
new sets delivered last year. 
He said this intervention will 
go a long way to improve train 
availability and performance. 

The increase in rolling stock 
availability from 160 to 260 
sets during the current finan-
cial year is expected to allevi-
ate the burden in other parts of 
the country. President Rama-
phosa accepts that there are 
longstanding challenges at 
Prasa that will require substan-
tial resources and several years 
to address. 

He believes, however, that 
there are immediate steps that 
can be taken to increase effi-
ciency and improve the daily 
experiences of commuters. 
“There is no reason commuters 
should have to endure frequent 
delays or feel unsafe on our 
trains. This is a problem that 
we can work together to 
solve,” President Ramaphosa 
said.

President Cyril Ramaphosa
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Deputy Minister of Social Development launches a lab in Soweto

Social Development depu-
ty minister Hendrietta 
Bogopane-Zulu (Pic-

tured) has launched the first 
ever response computer labora-
tory on March, 1 at Tlhokomela 
Remedial School in Soweto, Jo-
hannesburg.

The department in conjunction 
with Samsung Africa has donat-
ed a computer lab to the school 

Lesedi Seripe
for children with special needs. 
The school accommodate chil-
dren with print disability such 
as Attention Deficit Hyperac-
tive disorder (ADHD) and 
Dyslexia.

“We are ensuring that chil-
dren with disabilities are in-
cluded in the digital age and 
digital revolution so that they 
are not left behind,” said Bogo-
pane-Zulu. The computers are 
installed with a response soft-
ware which enables the learn-

ers to get independence, under-
standing and the kind of 
support they need. Due to dif-
ferent needs of learners, the 
laboratory is designed into dif-
ferent sections catering for 
children with different atten-
tion span. Samsung Africa 
CEO Sung Yoon, expressed his 
gratitude as said they are happy 
to be part of this great initia-
tive. “We have partnered with 
the department to bring change 
in the communities and to ex-

pose children with disabilities 
to technology,” he said.

George Maluleka, school 
principal of Tlhokomelo Re-
medial School was over-
whelmed by the launch of the 
lab. “I’m very happy that my 
learners will be able to engage 
with technology and learn in-
dependence on their own.”

“Now as educators, we will 
be able to identify their weak 
points and help them,” he add-
ed.

Mozambique cyclone 
result in stage 4 load 

shedding

According to Eskom, 
Cyclone Idai in Mo-
zambique has con-

tributed significantly to load 
shedding being escalated from 
stage 3 to stage 4 over the 
weekend. This has forced 
many big businesses to fall 
back on generators to keep 
production going while others 
were forced to close down.

Themba Baloyi, 48, who 
owns a butcher in Soweto ex-
plains how load shedding has 
crippled his meat business.

“We are in a situation where 
we experience load shedding 
for four to six hours. Operat-
ing in the townships affects it 
more because we rely on the 
residents to generate Busi-
ness”, he said.

 Thomas’ business depends 
on electricity to always keep 
the meat fresh. He added that, 
most of his customers are con-
tinually getting disappointed 
as they are constantly turned 
away due to load shedding.

 Themba says that he always 
has to rent cold rooms to keep 
his meat fresh and it has ex-
hausted his budget, he fears 
that soon or later his business 
might shut down since he can-

not afford to purchase a gener-
ator.

 Another business owner in 
Soweto, Joseph Nkosi (38) 
who also cannot afford a gen-
erator, says electricity short-
ages are hindering his internet 
cafe business.

“It’s like the economy has 
been cut in half, where part of 
the economy is operating half 
of the day and it is not like 
there is plan. As a business 
owner, this is an outrageous 
situation, we’ve got staff to 
pay – if the business is not 
making money, then the staff 
loses their jobs” he said.

Despite the rolling power 
cuts, Eskom managed to meet 
80 percent of the country’s de-
mands. The utility urges con-
sumers to use electricity spar-
ingly to reduce levels of load 
shedding. If your municipality 
is an Eskom customer, you 
can look your schedule up on 
the Eskom website by typing 
in your area’s name. For 
load-shedding schedules af-
fecting the City of Johannes-
burg, you can visit www.city-
power.co.za, or call 086 056 
2874, or follow them on Twit-
ter @CityPowerJhb.

Desmond Mathebula
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Council approves R10 000 impounding hike for illegal dumpers
The City of Joburg Council has 

approved an increase in im-
poundment fees for first-time 

illegal dumpers from R2 970 to R10 
000.

The Public Safety Department tabled 
the report to amend the tariff of charges 
in terms of the Municipal Systems Act 
32 of 2000 and Municipal Finance 
Management Act 56 of 2003.

The proposed amendment will see the 
impounding fee rise from R2 970 to 
R10 000 for a first-time offender, R15 
000 for a second offender and a hefty 
R20 000 for a third-time offender. The 
Department also proposes that after the 
third offence, the vehicle used in any il-
legal dumping be forfeited to the state.

The report was approved in council 
and will be published for public com-
ments.

“Illegal dumping is fast becoming a 
plaque throughout the City of Johan-
nesburg. Many illegal dumpers operate 
lucrative businesses by collecting re-
fuse, rubble and even toxic waste to 
dump in parks, roadside, open spaces 
and rivers,” said Member of the Mayor-
al Committee for Public Safety Cllr Mi-
chael Sun.”

Although Johannesburg Metropolitan 
Police Department’s efforts such as the 
Anti-illegal Dumping Hotline and the 
Anti-illegal Dumping Undercover Unit 
are yielding positive results, there are 
still daily occurrences of illegal dump-

ing across the City. In January, eight 
trucks were impounded for illegal 
dumping.

“We are receiving daily reports of il-
legal dumping ranging from residents 
dumping trash outside their premises to 
shop owners disposing commercial re-
fuse on non-collection days and indus-
trial refuse being dumped openly. We 
need to hit the law breakers where it 
hurts most. The current impound fee of 
R2 970 does not serve as a serious de-
terrent for operators, who charge up to 
R 2000 a load,” said MMC Sun.

He urged residents to support the City 
in its effort to curb illegal dumping by 
reporting unlawful activities to 082 719 
1361.

Ekurhuleni West TVET 
College students 

shine in China
3D PRINTERS will soon be the heart 
of full-scale production capabilities in 
some industries around the world.

The Belt & Road and BRICS Skills 

Development Alliance held the 2nd 3D 
Printing and Intelligent Manufacturing 
Competition. This competition was 
held in July last year in Inner Mongolia, 

Chifeng Province, China.
Three Ekurhuleni West TVET Col-

lege students went to China for a 12 
months internship programme and rep-
resented South Africa in BRICS Skills 
Development and Technology Innova-
tion Competition.

The purpose of the competition was 
to provide people from various coun-
tries with the opportunity to make use 
of machinery that they may not ordinar-
ily be able to use. The students who par-
ticipated in the competition came from 
all spheres, including many underdevel-
oped nations. That gave students an op-
portunity to gain knowledge and experi-
ence about modern technology, as well 

as important information they may not 
receive.

Competitors from all the BRICS 
countries participated in the interna-
tional and domestic competition. Lefa 
Makhubedu, Nonhlanhla Mtshali and 
Qiniso Vilakazi who are amongst stu-
dents who went to China represented 
South Africa in the international part of 
the competition where they got first po-
sition and were awarded with certifi-
cates, trophies and gold medals. They 
also represented their institution in Chi-
na ‘’Wuxi Institute of Technology’’ in 
the domestic competition and they got 
certificates of honour for excellent par-
ticipation in the domestic competition.

Nonhlanhla Mtshali a 2016 EWC an-
nual graduation top achiever in NCV 
Electrical Infrastructure Construction 
said that competing with one of the best 
countries like China when it comes to 
manufacturing was an amazing experi-
ence. She says their Chinese counter-
parts are so intelligent and hardwork-
ing.

Lefa Makhubedu says for them being 
in China was a learning experience and 
they promise to represent EWC in a 
positive way. She added that she was 
grateful to EWC for the opportunity 
and she will make sure that she gets the 
best out of the opportunity

Nombuso Ntombela
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22-year old suspect arrested 
on charges of rape

PARKTOWN: Police in Sebokeng 
in the Sedibeng   District have ar-
rested a 22-year old suspect   on 
charges of rape and murder involv-
ing two girls   aged 13 and 9 years.
  A police officer at around 02h00 
on Wednesday   morning, 20 March 
2019 responded to an alert of   chil-
dren screaming and in arrival at the 
scene, found   the 22-year old sus-
pect. 

Inside the house police also   
found the body of a 9-year-old girl 
who was declared   dead on the 

scene as well as a 13-year old girl   
with multiple injuries. Preliminary 
reports reveal   that the 13-year old 
had also been raped.   

Police confiscated weapons be-
lieved to have been   used by the 
suspect during the commission of 
the   crimes.   Gauteng Provincial 
Commissioner of police,   Lieuten-
ant General Elias Mawela has con-
demned   this atrocious incident 
against children, and together   with 
police management, expressed con-
dolences   to the family of the de-

ceased girl; also wishing the   13-
year old in hospital a speedy and 
smooth recovery.  

“We can only hope that the swift 
arrest of the suspect   will bring 
some kind of comfort to the family.   

Police must leave no stone un-
turned in making sure   that all bas-
es are covered towards a watertight 
case   leading up to a successful 
conviction by the Courts,”   said the 
Provincial Commissioner  

Police made an arrest 
to Lenasia serial rapist

POLICE MANAGEMENT in 
Gauteng have welcomed the arrest 
of a 33-year-old man believed to be 
behind a number of rape cases re-
ported between February and 
March 2019 at Lenasia and Lawley, 
in Johannesburg.

A total of four cases have been 
opened, three being of rape and one 
for attempted rape. An anonymous 
who did not want to be named says 
the culprit is known to the victims, 
as a result he was able to provide 
the police with valuable informa-
tion.

Police have used the information 
at their disposal and made an arrest 
on Saturday morning. Further in-
vestigations have led police to a 
second suspect where police arrest-
ed a 45-year-old man for a posses-
sion of unlicensed firearm. The fire-
arm is believed to have been used 
by the 33-year-old suspect during 
the commission of sexual offences 
against all four victims, including a 
10-year-old victim of attempted 
rape.

A forensic analysis is underway to 
establish whether or not the suspect 
could be linked to previous crimes 
against women and children in and 
around the Lenasia area. To this 
end, the possibility cannot be ruled 
out that the suspect could be linked 
to cases outside of Gauteng.

“The urgent investigation of 
crimes against women and children 

will remain a national priority of 
the SAPS for as long as necessary. 
While this arrest is most welcome, 
it is imperative for the investigators 
to also conduct a modus operandi 
analysis and thorough forensic tests 
in case we have a serial rapist in our 
hands, in the best interest of victims 
of sexual offences,” said Lieutenant 
General Elias Mawela, the Provin-
cial Commissioner of police in 
Gauteng.

Mawela, urged the investigators 
to leave no stone unturned in deal-
ing with perpetrators of rape and 
gender-based violence. The suspect 
will appear in the Protea Magis-
trates’ Court on March, 18.

Members of the public are urged 
to continue to report crime and sus-
picious persons to the police by 
contacting their nearest police sta-
tion or calling Crime Stop at 08600 
10111. Anonymous tip-offs are also 
welcome.

REPORT
RAPE 

CALL: 08600

“The urgent 
investigation of crimes 

against women and 
children will remain a 
national priority of the 

SAPS for as long as 
necessary”

Ramaphosa to launch 
SIU in city of Joburg’s 

corruption
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
made a decision to launch a Spe-
cial Investigation Unit (SIU) 
into corruption under former 
President Jacob Zuma adminis-
tration. This is after the African 
National Congress’ decision to 
procure fire engines known as 
the red fleet from Fire Raiders 
(PTY) Ltd. valued at R86, 4 mil-
lion.

President Ramaphosa says he 
hopes that the investigation will 
not amount to another empty 
gesture like a Commission of 
Enquiry or talk shop. He added 
that it should rather achieve jus-
tice.

 “People of South Africa de-
serve to see justice served and 
those who are responsible for 
corruption must be held ac-
countable. City of Johannesburg 
will study the terms of reference 

of the investigation with great 
interest. War against corruption 
is won by deeds and its success 
is measured by number of peo-
ple behind bars. Since coming in 
the office, the City has opened 
over 4000 cases with a total of 
more than R24 billion in corrup-
tion under investigation”, said 
Ramaphosa.

 The president’s announce-
ment is at odds with the manner 
in which the investigations have 
been ignored.

However, City of Johannes-

burg mayor, Herman Mash-
aba, says he hopes that the 
President will be seized 
with this matter for the ben-
efit of the residents. Masha-
ba added that he is pleased 
to inform residents that 
multi-party government has 
taken the appropriate action 
within its power.

 “In 2015 the contract fur-
nished the City with a per-
formance guarantee of R16 
million and it was demon-
strated to have sufficient 
cash flow to enable deliv-
ery. A purchased other of 
R19 million was also issued 
in favour of contract for de-
livery of first set of fire en-

gines to the City”.
 “In November 2017, the 

City cancelled this contract 
after discovering that the 
tender was awarded on the 
basis of forged Bid Evalua-
tion Committee (BEC) 
documents. The con-
tractor failed to provide 
the performance guarantee 
and to deliver two new fire 
engines as per contract”, 
said Mashaba.

After termination of the 
contract the City began a 
new process for acquisition 
of fire engines that will en-
sure provision of quality 
emergency services to resi-
dents.

Herman Mashaba, says 
he hopes that the 

President will be seized 
with this matter for the 
benefit of the residents.
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South Africa commemorates Human Rights
This year, the country com-

memorates   Human Rights 
Month under the theme   

“The Year of Indigenous Languag-
es: Promoting   and Deepening a 
Human Rights   Culture”.The event 
will be taking place on   the 21st of 
March at George Thabe Cricket   
Pitch Sharpeville (Gauteng). 

President   Cyril Ramaphosa will 
be the key note addresser   at the 
event.   According to Minister of 
Arts and Culture   Nathi Mthethwa 
the 2019 celebrations   will draw at-

tention to the critical importance   
of indigenous languages and the   
urgent need to preserve, revitalise 
and promote   indigenous languag-
es. “We must   promote and support 
teaching, preservation   and revival 
of indigenous languages,”   he add-
ed.   

The Department of Arts and Cul-
ture together   with the Department 
of Justice and   Constitutional De-
velopment acknowledges   Human 
Rights Month as a vehicle to   foster 
social cohesion, nation building, 

national   identity, socio-econom-
ic development   and to combat rac-
ism, racial discrimination,   xeno-
phobia and all related   intolerances.

 This year marks the 59th anniver-
sary   since the Sharpeville massa-
cre whereby   69 people died while 

180 were wounded   when apartheid 
police opened fire on   peaceful 
crowd that had gathered against   
the pass law.   The day became an 
iconic date in our   country’s history 
that on the 21 March   yearly is 
commemorated as Human Rights   
Day as a reminder of our rights and 
the   cost paid for our treasured hu-
man rights.   

South Africa has included indivis-
ible   human rights in our own Bill 
of Rights,   Chapter 2 of the Consti-
tution of the Republic   of South Af-

rica, 1996.   The Bill of Rights pre-
served in our Constitution   is the 
cornerstone of our constitutional   
and representative democracy. The   
Constitution as our supreme law 
means   that no laws may be passed 
that goes   against it.   

The Bill of Rights also compre-
hensively   addresses South Africa’s 
history of oppression,   colonialism, 
slavery, racism and   sexism and 
other forms of human violations.   
The Bill of Rights embeds the rights 
of   all people in our country.

Cyril Ramaphosa address hundreds of supporters in Soweto

Cyril Ramaphosa address 
hundreds of   supporters in 
Soweto   President Cyril 

Ramaphosa Addressed   hundreds 
of supporters in Thokoza Park   on 
Thursday afternoon, where he 
boasted   about the African National 
Congress’   achievements, despite 
the challenges they   faced towards 
improving the standard of   living in 
South Africa.   

The President spoke about his 
plans to   attract R1.4-trillion in in-
vestment in the   next four years to 

benefit the community   of Soweto.   
“We want the money raised to come 
to   Soweto because we want to pro-
mote   township economies,” said 
Ramaphosa.   He added that his 
plan was to host another   invest-
ment conference to get more pledg-
es   from international investors.   

Ramaphosa promised the people 
who   gathered at Thokoza Park that 
his government   would take service 
delivery seriously   after telling lo-
cals that the DA-led government   
in the City of Johannesburg was   

failing the people of Soweto. The 
president   spoke mostly of the 
economy of the   township.   “Sowe-
to must not be a place where we   
only stay. It must be a place where 
we do   business, it must also be a 
place where we   encourage small 
and medium enterprises.”   Said 
Ramaphosa.   

Some of the promises he made in-
clude   fixing of public healthcare in 
the province   as well as providing 
schools with tablets   to enhance 
learning. In an interview with   Jozi 

FM, he said that his office is also 
involved   in ensuring that the Na-
tional   Health Insurance scheme is 
up and ready.  

However, residents were not 
swayed   with the promises Cyril 
Ramaphosa was   making during 
the address.   

Takalani Msumi (30) says that he 
is not   convinced by what the pres-
ident is saying   because he has been 
unemployed since he   completed 
his degree in public management.   

“I have been voting for the party 

for a   while hoping things will 
change, but nothing   comes out of 
it, they promise us jobs   but here 
am I still unemployed”.   

Msumi says that it’s just the same 
story   being told in a different cam-
paign, he   hopes that his confidence 
will be restored   when he gets a job 
towards the party.   

The president went on to boast 
that   South Africa was the only 
country on the   African continent to 
give 17 million people   social 
grants.
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DWS works to secure water supply amid power cuts      

The Department of Water and San-
itation   says it is in consultation 
with   a number of stakeholders 

and water   entities throughout the coun-
try to   ensure that their systems do not 
fail   amid rolling power cuts.   

The department’s Deputy Director-   
General for Special Projects,   Trevor 
Balzer, said the department   is monitor-
ing the situation and will   respond as re-
quired.   

Balzer said the power outages   should, 
however, be reason enough   for water 
users to double their water   conservation 
efforts so that there is   enough water for 
everyone.   

He stressed that at this stage, there   
have been no reported water disruptions   
attributable to load shedding.   

While the raised concerns are   ac-
knowledged, the department has   urged 
water users not to panic with   regard to 
water supply.   “In every 24-hour cycle 
of rotational   load shedding, we can lose 
about   four hours of pumping capacity.   

Lesufi revives hope on unemployed youth

The Gauteng department of Education   
and Provincial Government presented 
opportunities   available for youth in Na-
ledi,   Soweto. MEC of education in 
Gauteng, Panyatsa   Lesufi, says there are 
lot of opportunities   and urged the youth 
to take advantage of   them.   

Lesufi mentioned   the programmes   
that are   in place, which   aims to enhance   
skills development,   entrepreneurship   
and job   p l a c e m e n t   among the 
youth   in the province.   

“We have   Tshepo 1 Million   which 
is a Gauteng   Provincial   G o v e r n 
m e n t   youth empowerment initia-

tive, designed to   break down barriers 
for youth to participate   in the econo-

my with any education level,   from 
Grade 10 to Graduates. We also have   

SETAs for graduate   internships”, 
said Lesufi.  

 He added that Gauteng Provincial Gov-
ernment   has partnered with businesses 
and Harambee   Youth Employment Ac-
celerator, to   assist Tshepo 1 Million in 
providing hope to   unemployed youth. 
He urged all unemployed   youth to visit 
the website on tshepo.mobi to   register.   

“All SMS’s or phone calls will be made 
after   registering on tshepo.mobi from 
Harambee.   

The details go into the same system and   
Harambee will   make contacts   as soon 
as suitable   opportunity   matches the   
skill level and   profile, also an   opportu-

Ntsoaki Toloane

nity being   available on   the area where 
a   registered youth   stay,” said   Lesufi.  

 Different opportunities   have   been 
birthed   through Tshepo   1 million such 
as online courses at local libraries.   
Course includes, but not limited to   Mi-
crosoft Office powered by Thint’iMil-
lion,   Second chance Matric, K53 Learn-
ers License   and learning about retail and 
hospitality   industry.  

 Lesufi said youth will also get stipend 
as   they go through a short-term intern-
ship,   learnership or apprenticeship. 

Gauteng   MEC of education 
Panyatsa   Lesufi

This is about 16% of capacity at   a sta-
tion, which would normally   pump for 24 
hours. So if we do   indeed lose this type 
of capacity, we   would require a similar 
reduction in   consumption as we did dur-
ing the   past drought.   

“Eskom has material interest in   keep-

ing our pump stations operational   as 
they rely on our water   supply to keep the 
power stations   operational. 

We will be engaging   with Eskom re-
garding protocol if   we have to shut any 
station down.   “Some of our pump sta-
tions with   variable speed motors need to 

go   through an operational shutdown   
process and should not be subjected   to a 
power failure,” said Balzer.   

The Rand Water System, serving   ap-
proximately 12 million people, is   still 
stable but it will be monitored   as some 
of its capacity has been lost   due to high 
demand caused by high   temperatures.   
In Limpopo, load shedding has   affected 
bulk water supply operations   in Phal-
aborwa, Marble Hall,   Groblersdal and 
Polokwane. 

Lepelle   Northern Water Board is en-
gaging   with Eskom to maintain power   
supplies to their installations during   load 
shedding.   Magalies Water reports that 
load   shedding has affected three water   
treatment plants, thus affecting   Bela-Be-
la, Modimolle-Mookgopong   and More-
tele Local Municipalities.  

 Should the situation remain unchanged,   
a further negative impact   will be on waste 
water treatment   plants, where increased 
volumes of   untreated effluent are expect-
ed to   reach rivers and streams. 

The Rand Water System, serving   approximately 12 million people



Education Gauteng 
News

22 -27  March 2019 Page 9www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

Tv and radio presenter attacked

SABC TV and radio presenter Samora 
Mangesi took to social media to share 
series of snaps of himself in hospital 

after he was allegedly a victim of a racially 
motivated attack last week.

In his Twitter post, Mangesi claims that he 
and his friends stopped to assist a group on 
young whites whose car had overturned, and 
alleges that their Good Samaritan deed ended 
with him unconscious. 

He wrote on Wednesday afternoon: “On 
Friday night I was the victim of a racially mo-
tivated attack. After stopping to check on a 
group of young white people whose car had 
overturned, they called my friends & I Mon-
keys. 

When we engaged them on why we were 
being called such, they beat me up until I was 

unconscious (sic).” “I had to be taken to the 
hospital in an ambulance. Even whilst I was 
being put in the ambulance, one of these guys 
tried to run my friend over with his bakkie 
and the paramedics had to intervene,” he 
wrote. 

Mangesi, who is doing better after sustain-
ing “injuries on my face, cuts inside my 
mouth and bruising along the left side of my 
body from when they kicked me”, explained 
that he considered letting it go but decided to 
“speak out” because it’s allegedly “not first 
time that this has happened to a black man in 
the West Rand.

 According to his Twitter post, Mangesi has 
since opened a case against his alleged at-
tackers, using his photos and videos as evi-
dence.       

Ntsoaki Toloane

JDA completes projects
to the value of R480 mil

The department of planning em-
barked on a tour to visit five ar-
ea-based development projects 

that have been completed by the Johan-
nesburg Development Agency (JDA), 
with a total investment value of over 
R480 million. Development Planner 
Reuben Masango (PICTURED), said 
development of these properties in-
clude entire areas like Ghandi Square 
East or Village East Precinct. He added 
that it is important for inner city rejuve-
nation. “It is essential that government 

leads investment through upgrading 
and maintaining the infrastructure. In-
vestors and businesses cannot grow 
where there is poor infrastructure or 
disregard for the rule of law. 

Beside R170 billion infrastructure in-
herited, City of Johannesburg ensures 
to maintain existing infrastructure ade-
quately”, he added. 

Masango said with regards to safety, 
before the end of the year there will be 
an additional 1 500 Metro Police of-
ficers patrolling the streets of the City.

He added that many of the officers 
will be assigned to the inner city, where 
they are much needed to fight the 
scourge of crime. 

“Through the release of properties to 
the private sector, we are turning the in-
ner city into a construction site, re-
claiming it from criminal elements al-
lowed to operate with impunity in the 
past. 154 properties have already been 
released”, said Masango.

Ntsoaki Toloane
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Matured 2019 Mazda 3 Sedan Is Bigger, Neater

Revealed at the 2018 Los 
Angeles Auto Show, the 
2019 Mazda 3 Sedan man-

ages to reinvigorate the market of 
compact sedans by providing it 
with a simplistic three-box shape 
with an added spice of the Mazda 
second generation Kodo design. 

The Mazda 3 hatch basically what 
the fivedoor hatchbacks were to its 
three-door coupe knockoffs back in 
the day when people actually want-
ed to drive them. 

The Mazda 3 Sedan is a sensible, 
rational, and family-centric vehicle. 
The Hatch is a bit more on the wild 
side. See, just like in the day of the 
threedoor and five-door hatches. 
Trying to seriously separate the 

five-door hatch from the sedan, 
Mazda employed some striking 
visual discrepancies between the 
two. 

Sure, your eye will always know 
that the Mazda 3 Sedan is a Mazda 
3 hatch knockoff, but even looking 
at it from the front side (where the 
two differ the least), it’s easy to no-
tice a wider front opening just 
above the lower lip. 

It is a clear differentiation. Ok, 
this added some heft to the front 
end as well. It looks wider and 
sporty. Obviously, with such a wide 
grille, lean lights, and long bonnet, 
Mazda did not have a lot of choice 
in making the front end of the 3 Se-
dan softer. So, while it is not soft, it 

is slightly different compared with 
what we can see on the 3 Hatch-
back. Mazda seems to have found a 
narrow market niche just between 
the conventionality of basic models 
and exclusiveness of the premium 
ones. It has been there for years, 
and the interior of its cars shows 
this philosophy the best. The inside 
of the Mazda 3 Sedan features a 
nicely laid out hardware with a sim-
plistic design, fine materials, subtle 
colour theme, and the latest in terms 
of infotainment and technology. 
However, as many times before, 
Mazda focused on improving the 
NVH levels by employing some 
impressive measures. The new 
Mazda 3 Sedan flourishes with ad-

vanced technology. Some of the 
world firsts include the Skyactiv-X 
engine.

 It is a technology that mates the 
virtues of diesel engines and petrol 
engines taking the best of both and 
combining them to burn gasoline, 
cleaner, more efficiently, under far 
higher compression ratio than in 
any other gasoline ICE. In short, it 
will fire the mixture using compres-
sion rather than a spark from a 
spark plug when possible. This is 
called the Spark Controlled Com-
pression Ignition (SPCCI). Another 
all-new thing for the Mazda3 Sedan 
is the availability of i-Activ AWD. 
No Mazda3 has even been offered 
with an AWD system. 

It’s an option with this generation, 
and it comes in the shape of the in-
novative hardware that works with 
G-Vectoring Control Plus (GVC 
Plus). Not only will it distribute the 
power heavenly and promptly be-
tween the front and the rear wheels, 
but it will reduce the overall me-
chanical loss by 60 percent, thus 
considerably improving fuel econo-
my compared with other AWD sys-
tems. All in all, the Mazda 3 Sedan 
seems to be as high-end as it gets. 
Especially considering all the safe-
ty tech on board, including a Driver 
Monitoring system, Smart Brake 
Support (SBS), Front Cross Traffic 
Alert (FCTA), Cruising & Traffic 
Support (CTS) system.
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How to treat heartburn, reflux in babies and children
Parenting can be one of 

the most amazing expe-
riences to ever happen to 

a couple, but it can also be frus-
trating. It is a daunting task, and 
there are bound to be bumps 
along that path, such as when 
the little one start to experience 
heartburn and refluxes. 

Heartburn and reflux are very 
common in children of all ages, 
but that does not mean it should 
not be taken seriously.

 If left untreated, it may have 
an effect to the growth and 
health the child. 

In her 2013 article “breastfeed 
your baby” Marie-Louise Steyn 
says normal babies spit out the 

milk after being fed, this is 
called posseting. It’s annoying 
because it’s messy, and worry-
ing because you wonder wheth-
er the baby’s getting enough 
nourishment. 

Posseting causes no pain or 
discomfort, and it does not cause 
for concern if the baby is happy, 
feeds well and gains weight. 

It usually settles at around five 
months when the baby is sitting. 

“As long as the baby is show-
ing no signs of illness, have 
enough wet and soiled nappies 
and are growing satisfactorily, 
posseting is a laundry problem 
rather than a medical problem,” 
says Steyn.

 However reflux, which is not 
the same as posseting, it is harm-
less when the babies start to 
consume solid foods. 

Reflux occurs when the lower 
oesophageal sphincter (LES), 
the valve-like structure between 
the baby’s stomach and oesoph-
agus, doesn’t close properly and 
stomach acid flows back up into 
the oesophagus. 

But in some babies (especially 
preterm infants), reflux can be 
severe and cause significant 
heartburn and discomfort – a 
condition called gastro-oesoph-
ageal reflux disease (GORD).

 This may lead to weight loss, 
anaemia, failure to thrive, 

coughing, frequent ear infec-
tions, pauses in breathing, and 
inflammation of the oesopha-
gus. 

Reflux has also been implicat-
ed in sudden infant death syn-
drome (SIDS), so it may even be 
life-threatening. 

When should you look for 
help? 

•Your baby regularly chokes 
or coughs after feeds. 

•Doesn’t gain weight satisfac-
torily. 

•Arches their back in an at-
tempt to ease heartburn. 

•Cries inconsolably for long 
periods of time. 

Regularly fusses at your breast 
or refuses it completely. Steps 
that may help include using a 
pacifier (the production of saliva 
may help to neutralise stomach 
acid), feeding your baby in an 
upright position, and elevating 
the head of your baby’s cot, so 
that gravity can assist in clearing 
the oesophagus of stomach acid. 
Unfortunately, the Cochrane In-
stitute found very little evidence 
that medication helps to allevi-
ate heartburn in babies. 

Some research studies do, 
however, support the use of 
Gaviscon Infant. 

However, talk to your doctor 
about the best possible solution.
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Maritzburg United Arthur Bartman mourned

Maritzburg united goalkeeper coach and former 
kaizer chiefs goalkeeper Arthur Bartman has 
died. This was confirmed by his hometown 

club, Maritzburg‚ where he served with distinction as a 
player and coach. 

Maritzburg United has issued a statement on their twit-
ter page to announce his passing. “The club has learnt 
with sadness of the passing of former goalkeeper coach‚ 
Arthur Bartman. Prayers and thoughts go out to the Bart-
man family during this time. 

You will always be a part of the Team of Choice.” Bart-
man served the club with distinction as a player and goal-
keeper coach after announcing his retirement.

 He joined Maritzburg as a goalkeeper coach under Er-
nst Middendorp the following month and said at the time 
he was to enroll for his coaching badges while in the job.

Bartman was a veteran of nearly 20 seasons in the pro-
fessional ranks and he counted, among others, Bush 
Bucks‚ Moroka Swallows‚ Dynamos‚ Bay United‚ Gold-
en Arrows‚ SuperSport United and Maritzburg as his for-
mer employers. 

He was to celebrate his 47th birthday on March 26 

Sports Reporter

........He was 46

Maritzburg united goalkeeper coach
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Training for the comrades marathon 
in katlehong with the athletic club

Katlehong Athletic club 
to host its annual com-
rades marathon train-

ing long run in April to prepare 
for the comrades marathon 
scheduled in KwaZulu-Natal, 
starting from Durban to Pieter-
maritzburg on the 9th June. 

The 60km run will commence 
at 5am from Chris Hani Mall to 
Heidelberg. According to the 
clubs chairman Hloni Mot-
loung, the training sessions of-
fers a same elevation as the 
comrades route. He further 
mentions that the 2019 Com-
rades Marathon will see the 

president of the team, Issac 
Mabula completing his 30th 
comrades and equal the record 
of Bruce Fordyce before he re-
tires. 

All athletes from Thokoza, 
Vosloorus and Katlehong who 
will be participating in the up-
coming comrades marathon are 
welcome to join the training as-
similation run. All runners are 
expected to contribute R100 
each for transportation and re-
freshments seconding to water 
points every 5km. This year the 
club is introducing two differ-
ent start times, all runners who 

are hoping to run and finish the 
comrades will start running at 
5am while the silver medal and 
Bill Rowen medal hopefuls 
would start 30 minutes later. 

“When training for the com-
rades runners are expected to 
run a minimum of 100km per 
week. 

This is an opportunity for 
runners to test their fitness and 
readiness for the Ultimate Hu-
man Race in June” Said Mot-
loung. For further information 
on how to join the training ses-
sion contact Hloni Motloung at 
0716377990.

Mateboho Mkwenyana

Training for the comrades marathon in katlehong with the Athletic club

Celtic go down to the 
Hammers in match
day one of UK tour

BLOEMFONTEIN CELTIC had an 
opening match to forget in their 
London tour as they endured a 2-1 
defeat to West Ham United reserves 
at Chadwell Heath on Monday. 

United’s striker Longelo got a brace 
in quick succession in the second 
half, as he cancelled out Lunga 
Zikade’s strike from the opening 
minutes of the first half. This match 

that was played in low temperatures 
in east London started in a relatively 
slow pace as both sides were look-
ing to gel into the demands of the 
match. But the South Africans would 
soon take full control of the encoun-
ter as Zikade gave his team the lead 
after some great interchange in the 
first 10 minutes of the game. The 
hosts started to panic as they tried all 
ways to manipulate their way to the 
back to match. Their game-plan then 
relied on using their wing-backs to 
stretch Phunya Sele Sele’s defence 
that was defending deep.Soon after, 
Ngakia, the Hammers’ right wing-
back, had a glorious opportunity to 

draw his team level but only for his 
curling effort to be denied by Celt-
ic’s goalkeeper Sipho Chaine. The 
home side didn’t despair though as 
striker Longelo created space for 
himself inside the penalty area be-
fore sending his shot direct to 
Chaine. However, while the home 
side was chasing for that all-impor-
tant equaliser they left their defence 
in patches and were nearly punished 
as Moses Mokwena’s shot forced an 
acrobatic save from goalkeeper 
Trott. The second stanza started rel-
atively similar to the first, as both 
sides had to find their footing under 
unfamiliar circumstances. But the 

South Africans who landed here on 
Thursday, and had since undergone 
intensive training with the club’s 
coaching educator Paul Heffer, 
would soon run out of gas. The 
Hammers capitalised on the advan-
tage as Ngakia set-up Longelo for 
the easiest of tap-ins. The game 
would start to open up for the Eng-
lish side, providing a sense of belief 
that they can hit the top gear, and 
eventually that was the case as Kha-
siphe Teboho conceded a penalty for 
his team. Longelo stepped-up, and 
gave the hosts the needed goal that 
subsequently proved to be the win-
ner. - Multichoice


