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AMCU
to hold platinum
wage press
brieﬁng
Lunga Mzangwe

Lunga Mzangwe

D

uduzani Zuma appeared in
the Randburg Magistrate
Court on Thursday morning
for the closing arguments of his culpable homicide case to which he
pleaded not guilty.Zuma will learn his
fate on July 12 when the judge gives
his verdict.

Senior Counsel for Duduzani Zuma
Mike Hellens argued that, “no one
knows what exactly happened but we
know that aquaplaning took place.”
Zuma crashed into a minibus taxi in
2014 on the M1 south, resulting in the
death of Phumzile Dube.

Hellens added that there is no principle that says if you aquaplane, the
driver should automatically take
blame, but it all deepened on the circumstances it happened.
“There was a puddle of water and a
reasonable driver would not have
foreseen it.”

He argued that there is no evidence
Former President Jacob Zuma and his that Zuma was travelling at a high State prosecutor Yusuf Baba said it
sister Duduzile were in court to show speed when he overtook the minibus was up to the court to rule on whether
him support.
Zuma was negligent when driving.
taxi.

President Ramaphosa meets SARB
board over vacancies
“The President has reiterated his commitment to safeguarding the high reputation the SARB enjoys”
Johanna Molokomme

V

The Association of Mineworkers
and Construction Union are to
hold press briefing in Hyatt Regency on Friday morning where
they will be discussing the upcoming platinum wage demand.

acancies at the South African
Reserve Bank (SARB)
formed the central theme of
a meeting between President Cyril
Ramaphosa and the board of the
bank.

In 2016, the union accepted a
12.5% wage increase after initially
demanding 47%.

“The meeting, which was attended
by the Deputy Minister of Finance
David Masondo, representatives of
the non-executive component of the
SARB Board and the Governor of
the Bank, was called to discuss
vacancies which have arisen in the
executive leadership of the central
bank,” said the Presidency.
The meeting, held at the Sefako
Makgatho Presidential Guesthouse
on Friday, heard that the vacancies
were induced by the resignation of
Deputy Governor Francois Groepe in
January 2019 and the expiry of
Deputy Governor Daniel Mminele’s
term at the end of June 2019.

Jana Maris spokesperson for
Anglo American platinum said
they expect another though round
of negotiations.
National treasure of AMCU, the
biggest union in the platinum
industry Jimmy Gama said that the
union was finalizing its wage
demands ahead of the upcoming
wage talks and that they had an
upper hand in the platinum belt.

20 - 26 June 2019

In addition, Governor Lesetja Kganyago’s legislated term of office
expires in November 2019.
According to the South African

Reserve Bank Act, the bank is
managed by a board of 15 directors
including the Governor, three Deputy
Governors and three other directors,
all of whom are appointed by the
President after consultation with the
Minister of Finance and the board.
President Ramaphosa welcomed the
engagement with the board and will
be applying his mind to its recommendations.

“The President has reiterated his
commitment to safeguarding the high
reputation the SARB enjoys in the
international financial community
and markets and committed to
ensuring directors of a high calibre
befitting the importance our country
attaches to the SARB are appointed,”
said the Presidency.
Source: SAnews
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EFF loses leave to appeal
Trevor Manuel’s
defamation case
Minister of Transport, Fikile Mbalula appeared to speak to the community members.

Lunga Mzangwe

T

to be patient with the investigations. He addhe memorial services of the 24 people
ed that they need to work together during this
who died in Limpopo will be held on
terrible grieving period for the Limpopo
Thursday at 12h00 midday while a
province.
mass funeral will take place on Saturday.
The venue of the funeral is still yet to be confirmed.
A total of 44 people lost their lives throughout the long weekend on Limpopo roads.Mopane district municipality spokesperson,
Witness Tiva said that they were able to identify the families of the deceased and 19 of
them were learners from four local high
schools.
He added that community members were
still in shock about what happened but they
were happy that the minister of transport,
Fikile Mbalula appeared to speak to the community members.
Mbalula requested the community members

Lunga Mzangwe

T

he Economic
Freedom Fighters’ application
for leave appeal over
Trevor Manuel defamation case has been
dismissed by the
Gauteng High Court
today.
In late May Judge
Elias Matojane had ordered
the EFF to apologise to
Manuel after the former
finance minister sued the
party for claiming that he
was a business associate of
and related to new SARS
Commissioner Edward
Kieswetter
The EFF, in a statement in
March, had described
Manuel’s involvement in

Kieswetter’s selection
process as “nepotistic” and
“corrupt”.
Manuel demanded R500,
000 and an apology from
the EFF.
Lawyers of Manuel said the
EFF could have challenged
the appointment of South
African Revenue Service
(SARS) without defaming
their client.

Page 5

Ntsoaki Toloane

C

ity Power is upgrading
Pennyville and Mondeor
substations in the south of
Johannesburg. The two substations
are undergoing infrastructure build
upgrades and this will increase City
Power’s capacity to provide reliable
power supply to residents.
Environment and Infrastructure
Services MMC Nico de Jager said in
order to future-proof these upgrades,
City Power made sure that new
service connections can be made
from the substations without compromising the stability of the grid.
“After completion of these two
refurbished substations, they will
add importance to the City Power
grid, which will ease the burden of
the R170 billion infrastructure
backlog. This will upgrade grid will

www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

be able to handle a high demand of
electricity during peak hours. The
building of a primary plant at
Mondeor Substation is 90% complete. The upgrade, which will cost
R134 million, will allow the transfer of electricity from Eikenhof to
Mondeor substations. This will
ensure that Mondeor Substation
becomes a back-up power supplier
to Rand Water Board, in the event
of a power failure at Eikenhof
substation”, said Jager.
The completion of Pennyville
Substation’s switching station will
increase capacity and ensures that
transfer of power between Fordsburg
and the future Quattro substance.
Jager added that this R97 million
upgrade would cater for growth in
the inner city and act as a backup for
Delta Substation.“With the installa-

tion of Scada, DC-system and
telecommunications equipment at
these substations, monitoring, gathering and processing of real-time
data will allow City Power to detect
fault on the network much earlier. As
refurbishment continues, City Power
is undertaking to avoid any power

20 - 26 June 2019

destruction because of the process. If
extreme circumstances necessitates
that power be switched off, residents
will be informed in advance. Maintaining our electrical grid plays a
significant role in driving muchneeded economic growth and creating work opportunity”, said Jager.
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EFF’s Mandisa Mashego on comments made by Afriforum’s Kriel
Staff Writer

E

conomic
Freedom
Fighter Gauteng chairperson
Mandisa
Mashego responded to Afriforum Kallie Kriel’s comments that his organisation
will fight Malema and the
EFF with their own money.

struggle of land.
AfriForum CEO Kallie Kriel
said that the money paid by
the EFF would be used to oppose attempts to amend the
country’s Constitution to
make expropriation without
compensation possible.

gal tone and say “you can’t
win” because all the money
in the world could not defeat
the EFF.

Masego continued to say that
“Kriel as a white person has
benefited from our land and
its normal in a white supremShe added that would not Mashego said someone need- acist mentality or to say we
make them stop fighting the ed to address Kriel not in a le- are oppressing black people

with their own money”.The
chairperson said the righteous
that Kriel think will help him
in court is an unjust law that
should have been either repealed in 1994 or made to
disappear in when the ANC
took over.She added that “the
ANC are not anti-imperialism or anti colonialism and
that is why they did not fight

it, which makes the law invalid to use against us in the
process of justice struggle.”
She says Kriel’s tactics and
celebration were short lived
and they would win in the
long run.
She added that they were not
scared or shaken by anyone
and they are going to intensi-

No guns for teachers, says Basic Education

Johanna Molokomme

T

he Department of
Basic Education is
slamming calls for
teachers to be armed.The
calls were made by Educators’ Union of South Africa.
The department says the
union is not registered.Elijah
Mhlanga from the Basic
Education department says

school is not a warzone, it’s
supposed to be a peaceful
environment.“In almost
every instance where someone has been stabbed, the
aggressor knows the victim
or there was an unresolved
issue. Its people who know
each other. Don’t be violent,
talk. This thing of saying
people must go to school

with guns is completely reckless and dangerous.”The
Department is however,
extremely concerned about
the escalating violence
involving learners and
educators, particularly within
the vicinity of schools.

perpetrators facing lengthy
jail terms.“The majority of
cases we observed indicate
that unresolved issues led to
the violent attacks. Furthermore, the attacks have
widely occurred outside
school premises.

The violence has left both
learners and educators
deceased, others injured, and

We have also observed the
rise in gang-related activity
involving learners and

violent incidents ending in
unnecessary loss of life. The
Department is very concerned that the violence has
increasingly spilled into
schools, causing untold
emotional trauma and disruption to the learning and
teaching environment,” he
added.

www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

Page 7

DSD-MTN partnership
donates sewing
machines to Boitumelo
special school

T

eachers and learners from
Boitumelo Special School
sang and ululated as they
received five brand new sewing
machines and one overlocker machine.
The machines were donated by MTN
South Africa’s employees under the
group’s corporate initiative known as
“MTN’s 21 Days of Y’ ello Care”.
The Department of Social Development partnered with the MTN Foun-

learners.“We are grateful for all the
donations we have received from the
Department of Social Development
and the MTN Foundation. The
children are overjoyed with the
multimedia centre and the donation
of the sewing machines.“I hope that
both the department and MTN
Foundation will procure their promotional materials from the school that
will be produced by our learners,”
Dikgetsi said. In April this year, the
Deputy Minister of Social Develop-

S

ABC’s Chief Financial Officer
Yolandi van Biljon has warned
that Day Zero is imminent as the
broadcaster had to choose between
paying salaries or municipal bills this
month. Speaking on 702 Aubrey
Tshabalala, General Secretary of the
Communications Workers Union
says the communications regulator,
Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (ICASA),
needs to be involved.Tshabalala said
that the union agreed with the condition that a task team should be set up

T

he use of innovation and
technology has been punted as
the key tool to end the scourge
of HIV and Aids in the country at the
9th South African Aids Conference.
Delivering the closing address at the
conference on Friday, Deputy President David Mabuza said it was clear
that if the country is to effectively
tackle the epidemic, something
drastic must be done.

dation to bring this year’s 21 Days of
Y’ello Care to Boitumelo Special
School.The school is one of the
beneficiaries of DSD-MTN partnership focused on improving access
and educational outcomes for children with intellectual disabilities
through the use of information and
communication technology.The
donation of the sewing and overlocker machines will enable the school to
provide training and skills to learners
to better their lives.The provincial
Department of Social Development
handed over sewing material and
embroidery cots to the school. The
school currently caters for 211
learners with intellectual disabilities
from Galeshewe and surrounding
communities.
Speaking at the function, the principal of Boitumelo Special School,
Ignatius Dikgetsi, thanked the department and the MTN Foundation for
the ongoing support to the school and

ment, Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu,
handed over a multimedia centre to
the school.Assistive technology
provides the means for children with
intellectual disabilities to participate
in educational, vocational and employment training. This will ensure
that learners with intellectual disabilities are not left behind in the fourth
industrial revolution. To date, Deputy
Minister Bogopane-Zulu has officially handed over 40 disability-friendly
multimedia centres to schools designated as special schools for learners
with intellectual disabilities, benefitting over 10 000 learners. These
schools are located mainly in townships and rural areas.The partnership
between DSD and MTN Foundation
seeks to expedite the implementation
of the White Paper on the rights of
persons with disabilities, which was
approved by Cabinet in 2015.
Source: SAnews

“The theme of the conference is
therefore appropriate that we must
innovate and use technology at all
levels to bring about sustainable
change in our responses to HIV and
Aids,” said the Deputy President.
The conference, which was organised
under the theme: “Unprecedented
Innovations and Technologies: HIV
and Change” has become a biannual
forum since the inaugural one in
2003. The four-day conference at the
Inkosi Albert Luthuli International
Convention Centre in Durban focused on the scientific, social and
digital innovations or technologies
which could assiwith the control of
the HIV and AIDS epidemic.
According to research done by the
University of Cape Town there are
approximately 7.4 million South
Africans who are HIV positive.
The figure for people living with HIV
that are on treatment is set at 4.9
million. Government plans to get
another two million people on ARVs-
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to ensure that they oversee the
turnaround strategy. “You cannot
throw money into a bottomless
pocket.” Said Tshabalala Meanwhile
the union is opposing job cuts at the
public broadcaster. “This is very
lazy thinking to say that to cut jobs
saves funds. It never works and is not
a very thoughtful strategy.” Said
Tshabalala. SABC board chair
Bongumusa Makhathini says it has
become increasingly difficult to stay
on air and to pay its employees

by December 2020. Mabuza noted
that while the country’s comprehensive HIV response is hailed as a
success, to make serious headway, it
needs to prevent new infections of
the virus.
It is estimated that there are around
250 000 new infections annually.
“Our target is to get below 100 000
new infections by December 2020.
This gap is big and it must be
closed,” said the Deputy President.
Noting the multiple biological and
societal factors that play a role in the
transmission of the virus, Mabuza
said a holistic approach to sexuality
must be taken by government. “Our
responsibility as government, including parents, is to ensure that they are
equipped with education in order to
lead independent and productive
lives. Empowerment of women is
fundamental to transformation of
society,” said the Deputy President.
While the empowerment of girls was
highlighted, Mabuza noted that
another area of concern is that the
age of the first sexual debut amongst
young boys is decreasing. “This
exposes them to HIV and other
sexually transmitted infections, as
well as becoming fathers without any
planning.
“Again, we need ensure that we
nurture our young men to become
responsible adults,” he said.
Source: SAnews
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Gauteng government vets minibus taxis
We appeal to the public to be patient with the process
Johanna Molokomme

T

he Gauteng Provincial
Government (GPG) will on
Tuesday begin the process
of vetting minibus taxis that will
be operate on the now reopened
Soweto ranks and routes that had
been closed over the past three
months.“It is important for us to
verify and authenticate the operators so that we avoid a situation
where we have illegal taxis operating on the disputed routes and
ranks.
We will not compromise on the
verification process, as this will
help us find a long-lasting solution,” Roads and Transport MEC
Jacob Mamabolo said in a statement. According to the agreement

signed between the Nancefield
Dube West Taxi Association
(NANDUWE), Witwatersrand
Taxi Association (WATA) and the
Department of Roads and Transport, common stickers will be
affixed on all 200 taxis that will be
operating from various loading
points.The operating licence
serves to confirm that prior to the
closure of the routes in March
2019, the vehicle was duly authorised to operate.This vetting will
further ensure that stickers are not
issued to illegal taxi operators,
which will further perpetuate the
problem.
The provincial department said
verified vehicles will immediately
resume with operations, while

illegal ones will face the full
might of the law. The peace deal
was signed at the Hector Pietersen
Memorial in Soweto on 11 June
2019.In the deal, the two associations pledged to end all hostilities
after the routes and taxi ranks
were closed following violent
confrontations.
The two associations al agreed
that they would share the disputed
routes and taxi ranks on a 50/50
basis.“We appeal to the public to
be patient with the process as our
priority is to ensure that only
authorised vehicles operate on the
routes. We do not want to see a
repeat of what happened in the
past,” Mamabolo said. Source:
SAnews

Obsessed woman burns
ex-boyfriend’s car
Johanna Molokomme
Police arrested a 47 years old woman who burnt
her ex-boyfriend’s car at police station in Boksburg. The fire spread and damaged another car belonging to a police officer.
Boksburg North Police Station spokesperson Constable Justice Ramaube said the
couple arrive at the police station to
seek intervention.
“They were involved in a fight and
on arrival at the station, the man reported that the suspect had been assaulting him at his house and he decided to go to the police station for
help. He came to the police station
after failing to resolve their matter.
The man said she failed to understand that he did not want to take
her back after breaking up for a
year”, said Ramaube.
He added that the woman allegedly
sneaked out of the police station unnoticed while they were waiting to
get assistance from officers.
Ramaube said the woman set the
car alight in the parking lot, burning
it beyond repair.
“Two other cars which were parked
next to the man’s bakkie were damaged and the woman was later arrested. She will appear at Boksburg
magistrate court”, said Ramaube.
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Gauteng police arrest 161 suspects during “Oka moloa’ opearation

G

Johanna Molokomme

auteng police have arrested
161 suspects in Sedibeng and
Tshwane during Operation
“O Kae Molao” between Wednesday
night and Thursday. The suspects
were arrested for crime ranging from
fraud, robbery, rape, assault, theft,
possession of drugs, contempt of
court and malicious damage to prop-

erty.
The operation commenced with the
tracing and arresting of wanted suspects and culminated in the impounding of 13 vehicles at roadblocks on
various traffic rule contravention. Police also recovered stolen copper cable to the estimated value of R15000
and mortar cartridge during the raiding of second hand dealerships. A
29-year-old woman was arrested for

possession and dealing in drugs after
she was found with 13 sticks of nyaope. Gauteng Provincial Commissioner, Lieutenant General Elias
Mawela, led the operation that comprised of various law enforcement
agencies and expressed his appreciation for the manner in which the law
enforcement agencies partner with the
community in reclaiming the streets
of Gauteng. “People of Gauteng rely

on us for safety and we need to claim
back our streets from criminals, where
our communities should feel safe. We
want a Province where people live
freely without fear of being attacked,
robbed and murdered”, said Lieutenant General Elias Mawela.
We must expose and report the criminals in our families and communities.
Stop buying stolen goods”, said
MEC Mazibuko.

Three police officials apprehended for R5m corruption

T

hree police officials are
in custody for allegedly
trying to extract R5
million from Ekurhuleni
Mayor.
City of Ekurhuleni Mayor
Mzwandile Masina thanked
the city for arresting the
suspects and other involved
individuals in corruption.
“The suspects are alleged to
have record implicating Masina,
city manager Imogen Mashazi,
member of the mayoral committee
(MMC). They are in charge of
human settlements Lesiba Mpya,
and other senior political figures in
the region in corruption and
malfeasance. The three suspects

were involved in WhatsApp
messages that went viral three
months ago. The messages claimed
Masina’s administration to have
engaged in corruption activities.
The messages were aimed to
intimidate Masina and Mpya into
paying the R5 million to the police
officials”, said Masina.

“Today the truth is out, they tried
the plot of malicious and distraction of this administration from
continuing to offer quality services
to people.

TOP REPS WANTED
Organic

Assential Cosmetics
JHB

Top Reps Required With :
Reliable own car to market
Hair , Skin & Scalp Assessment
machine to hair
Saloons in Gauteng & Surroundings
Free Training ,
Top Commision + Petrol Allowance
Call Dr J. Mataung
087 807 7475 or 083 512 6996
or 073 501 2482
The Green House
Wolmarans & Klein Str. JHB
Joubert Park
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SANBS urge South Africans to donate blood
Johanna Molokomme

J

une 14 marks World Blood Donor Day and the South African
National Blood Service (SANBS) has called on South Africans to
donate blood and give the gift of life.
“The best gift you can give anyone is
the gift of life. We know that South
Africans have huge hearts and we call
on them to fully embrace the spirit of
this year’s World Blood Donor Day
theme - Safe blood for all,” said the
SANBS Chief Marketing Officer, Silungile Mlambo.

and sustainable blooprogrammes.According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), the focus of this year’s
campaign is blood donation and universal access to safe blood transfusion. The theme encourages people all
over the world to become blood donors and donate blood regularly – actions which are key to building a
strong foundation of sustainable national blood supplies.

“The best gift
you can give
anyone is the
gift of life.”

The theme also calls on all governments, national health authorities and
national blood services to provide adequate resources, systems and infraWorld Blood Donor Day is an annual structure to increase collection of
event to encourage the implementa- blood from voluntary, regular unpaid
tion, support of nationally-coordinate blood donors.

This year, Rwanda will play host to
the international World Blood Donor
Day commemoration in Kigali.Closer
to home, the call for blood donation is
much more urgent. According to the
SANBS, less than 1% of South Africans are active blood donors.A unit of

P

lowing day. Their request was declined and six staff members were
held hostage in the facility by two patients”, said Phalatse. She added that
at 16h00, the six staff members reported the incident to Johannesburg
Metropolitan Police Department
(JMPD).

blood only lasts 42 days after donation and, for this reason, it is important for blood donors to donate regularly. Donors can give blood as often
as every eight weeks.Every unit of
blood can save a minimum of threelives, as blood is separated into red
blood cells, plasma and platelets.
To ensure a safe and sufficient blood
supply in the health care system, the
SANBS aims to collect 3 000 units of
blood per day. This is the journey of 1
unit of donated blood.
There are many SANBS blood donation centres open to the public. To find
the nearest blood donation centre, visit https://sanbs.org.za/donor-centres/
Source: SAnews

Health employees held hostage in Protea South Clinic

rotea South Clinic employees
were allegedly held hostage as
residents demanded services
after working hours. Health and Social Development MMC Mpho Phalatse said she was aware of the sad
news.
Phalatse added that the clinic works in
conjunction with Chiawelo Community Health Centre (CHC), which offers healthcare services for 24
hours.“Protea South Clinic offers pri-

mary healthcare services and operates
from 07h30 to 16h00 on Monday to
Friday. The staff remained at the facility after 16h00 as they were waiting
for an ambulance to transfer a patient
to a nearby hospital. They did not allow new patients to get in as the official closing hour had already past. According to allegations, at 16h10 two
patients arrived at the clinic and demanded services. Staff referred the
two patients to Chiawelo Community
Health Centre. The staff also gave
them an option to come back the fol-

“While waiting for police and ambulance to arrive, the staff decided to assist the two patients. The ambulance
arrived later for transfer, both staff
and patients sustained no injuries. We

condemn these criminal acts and urge
JMPD together with law enforcement
agencies to take decisive action to address this issue and hold account to
those responsible. This will assist to
avert the potential for the current situation to spiral out of control and potential result in all violence against
city employees,working directly with
residents. This kind of behaviour will
not be tolerated and I have demanded
investigations to be conducted”, said
Phalatse

CARTOON....
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P

upils will again sing their hearts
out at the South African
Schools Choral Eisteddfod
(SASCE), which will get underway
next week. “SASCE remains one of
the most crucial school enrichment
programmes that promotes unity in
diversity, national reconciliation, a
new South African national identity,
social transformation and social
cohesion among learners,” said the
Department of Basic Education on
Monday. Also known as the ABC
Motsepe SASCE, the school choral
and traditional music competition
will kick off on 24 June. The 2019
edition celebrates the 19th year of
the competition, which is one of the
department’s significant cultural
events on the annual school calendar.

www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

The aim of the competition is to
enhance the various singing talents
of South African learners through
various stage performances and
music.It works towards this vision by
addressing embedded cultural,
traditional and indigenous messages
and meanings that promote nationbuilding, build a sense of belonging,
and help define a South African
national identity.“ The department
values this programme as it resonates
well with government’s vision to
improve the quality of life for all citizens, free the potential of each
person and build a united and democratic country.”“Music, like all other
forms of cultural expression, is an
important weapon of education. So
much is invested in this exercise

precisely because it advances the
holistic development of the young,
preparing them for constructive lives
fulfilling to themselves, their country
and their people,” said the department. Learners will compete under
various categories that include solo
soprano, mezzo soprano and small
ensemble, among others. More than
7 000 learners from the provinces are
expected to participate in this year’s
competition, with an expected daily
attendance of 5 000 plus members of
the audience made up of parents,
educators and the general public over
the course of the four day competition. The competition, which will be
held at Rhema Bible Church in
Randburg, Johannesburg, will conclude on 28 June.Source: SAnews

P

upils will again
sing their
hearts out at
the South African
Schools Choral
Eisteddfod (SASCE),
which will get underway next week.
“SASCE remains one
of the most crucial school enrichment programmes that promotes
unity in diversity, national reconciliation, a new South African national
identity, social transformation and
social cohesion among learners,”
said the Department of Basic Education on Monday.Also known as the
ABC Motsepe SASCE, the school
choral and traditional music competition will kick off on 24 June. The
2019 edition celebrates the 19th year
of the competition, which is one of
the department’s significant cultural
events on the annual school calendar.
The aim of the competition is to
enhance the various singing talents
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The Department of Education
has on Tuesday reiterated its
commitment for the removal of
asbestos in Gauteng schools.
This follows a research by Equal
Education which reveals that 29
schools in the province are
entirely constructed of asbestos.
Asbestos is a highly heat-resistant fibrous silicate mineral that
can be woven into fabrics, and is
used in brake linings and in
fire-resistant and insulating
materials.
When inhaled, asbestos fibres
aggravate lung tissues, which
cause them to scar. This may
cause cardiac failure.
Although no cases have been
opened yet, department spokesperson Steve Mabona reiterated
that asbestos will be removed in
all the schools in Gauteng.
“We have committed to alleviate
all asbestos schools and wish to
reiterate that we will do away
with all asbestos schools and
mobile schools by 2023,” said
department spokesperson
Steve Mabona.

of South African learners through
various stage performances and
music.It works towards this vision by
addressing embedded cultural,
traditional and indigenous messages
and meanings that promote nationbuilding, build a sense of belonging,
and help define a South African
national identity. “The department
values this programme as it resonates
well with government’s vision to
improve the quality of life for all
citizens, free the potential of each
person and build a united and democratic country.” “Music, like all other
forms of cultural expression, is an
important weapon of education. So
much is invested in this exercise

precisely because it advances the
holistic development of the young.
Learners will compete under various
categories that include solo soprano,
mezzo soprano and small ensemble,
among others. More than 7 000
learners from the provinces are
expected to participate in this year’s
competition, with an expected daily
attendance of 5 000 plus members of
the audience made up of parents,
educators and the general public over
the course of the four day competition. The competition, will be held at
Rhema Bible Church in Randburg,
Johannesburg, will conclude on 28
June.Source: SAnews

The department recently opened
a newly-built school in Westbury
and they have also outlined plans
to unveil another newly-built
school in Noordgesig, Soweto in
the forthcoming weeks.
A 2019 to 2024 roadmap was
also discussed in a meeting on
Friday [14 June] with government officials, stakeholders and
the public.
The department also indicated
that it is open to input from the
public on how to combat the
Gauteng asbestos issue.
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Young designers ready to grow their footprint
leather footwear.
Originally a clothing brand,
it quickly developed and
established itself primarily as
a leather specialist producing
leather shoes, bags, belts,
armbands and wallets.

Johanna Molokomme

T

wo young designers
are keen to expand
their footprint in the
clothing and textile sector as
well as gain a foothold in
international markets.
Fashion and accessories company, Ledikana, is looking
forward to meeting buyers
and people who are interested in their products.
“Our main aim is to see
buyers from different stores,
boutiques, lodges and those
in the corporate gift market
and conclude supply contracts with them. Our style
and quality make us a player
that deserves to be in this
space as they guide our entire
manufacturing process,” said
its founder Mapholo Ratau

on Wednesday.
The Johannesburg-based
company, which manufactures contemporary African
garments, hats and accessories, is also helping to develop the skills of women from
the rural areas of Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern
Cape and Gauteng.
Ledikana and Lust Be Original are showcasing their
wares at the Department of
Trade and Industry’s (dti)
pavilion at Source Africa

Johanna Molokomme

B

usiness Unity South Africa
(BUSA) has welcomed
President Cyril Ramaphosa
State of the Nation Address (SONA)
which focused on the economy.
“BUSA welcomes the President’s
focus on the economy and transformation, as well as his unequivocal
endorsement of the South African
Reserve Bank’s constitutionally
enshrined mandate and independence,” said Business Unity on Friday.
President Ramaphosa delivered
SONA to a joint sitting of the National Assembly and National Council of
Provinces on Thursday night.
The non-profit company, representing
cross-cutting organised business
interests, said the SONA came at a
time when South Africa is at an
economic-junction, underscored by
pedestrian growth, high levels of
unemployment and endemic inequality.
“It is against this backdrop that
BUSA believes that there needs to be
recognition among social partners
that the country is in crisis, and that
SA Inc. must mount a collective
effort to reverse this trend.

tries. A banker by profession,
Ratau’s passion and the love
of making garments led her
The three-day exhibition
to establishing her business
which is the premier sourcing back in 2011. She formalised
event on the African contiit in 2014 and has retained
nent which brings together
many of the same customers
suppliers, manufacturers,
she met seven years ago.
service providers and buyers
all under one roof got under- The company has previously
participated in various trade
way on Wednesday. The
missions organised by the dti
exhibition also showcases
products and services across to countries like China and
Italy. Owner of Lust Be
all aspects of the textiles,
Original, Nkoketse Mametse,
apparel and footwear indusspecialises in hand made
Exhibition currently taking
place in Cape Town.

“Social contracts must form the core
of this effort, and we will be doing all
we can to strengthen relations with
government, labour and civil society
to ensure a concerted effort,” said the
NGO.
In his first SONA in the sixth administration, President Ramaphosa
announced that government will soon
table a Special Appropriation Bill
aimed at allocating financial support
to power utility Eskom.
The President said Eskom, which is
currently experiencing financial
challenges, is vital to the South
African economy and cannot be
allowed to fail.
BUSA welcomed the pronouncements on Eskom, saying it is broadly
in alignment with business’ view on
how to deal with the crises engulfing
the power utility, particularly the
imminent appointment of a chief
restructuring officer.
However, BUSA explained that it
was concerned that no timeframes
were being announced by the President on the matter.
It urged the President to publicly
announce a clear timeframe with

milestones, for the implementation of
recommendations of the Advisory
Panel.
In his address, President Ramaphosa
said it is essential to strengthen SOEs
in order to ensure that the state is
able to effectively enable economic
and social development.
BUSA said a comprehensive plan
and strategy on state-owned enterprises is still outstanding, even as the
contagion spreads and poses a major
risk to public finances, which increases the spectre of a sovereign
credit downgrade. The NGO also
welcomed the SONA’s focus on
education, skills and health.
“A fit-for-purpose education and
skills framework will be a key
enabler of innovation and job creation. Conversely, the poor state of the
country’s education system and its
skills mismatch with industry demand have been identified as the
main hindrances to South Africa
realising its economic potentia l.0
BUSA also welcomed the emphasis
on capable and ethical leadership.
“It is only through capable and
ethical leadership that the country
will be able to regain lost ground and
start making inroads on its myriad

As a first time participant at
Source Africa, the company
is looking forward to networking with their counterparts in other countries and
also to meeting distributors
in order to expand the brand
profile.
Mametse adds that the
platform will also give him
an opportunity to learn more
about leather processing
which is where his next focus
will be. Taking place at the
Cape Town International
Convention Centre the
exhibition will conclude on
Friday.
Source: SAnews

challenges,” it said.
On visa regulations, business welcomed the changes to the current
regulations, which it says impeded
tourism and hindered South Africa’s
ability to attract scarce skills.
“However, we urge the President to
suspend the current regulations
which have made it difficult for
tourists to visit and skills to come
into the country. “The government
must address this with urgency and in
consultation with social partners.”
Government also announced that it
will double international tourist
arrivals to 21 million by 2030.
This will be achieved through the
renewal of the country’s brand,
introducing a world-class visa regime
and a significant focus on Chinese
and Indian markets and air arrivals
from the rest of the continent. BUSA
said government must make good on
its promise to place the National
Development Plan (NDP) as the
point of departure of economic
policies to ensure alignment in action
and the design of policy and regulations.
Source: SAnews
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Dlamini compelled by section 34 to report corruption within ANC

T

he Democratic Alliance (DA)
says former social development minister Bathabile
Dlamini had many opportunities to
report alleged dealings between
certain wives of African National
Congress members and social grant
distributor and contractor Cash
Paymaster Services.
In her resignation letter, Dlamini
reportedly said those who made a
profit through CPS through their
wives are known but because they
are well respected by the organisation, nothing has been said to them.
The DA’s Shadow Minister of Social
Development Bridget Masango says
the party previously made attempts to
get to the bottom of the CPS and
Sassa debacle as they believed
something was amiss. There have
been many opportunities where the
minister should have said leave me

alone, here are the people benefiting
from this and then we would have
known where to go.
“We are on record as the DA saying
that we suspect that there is a relationship that is not a good one between the minister and CPS because
of her insistence on keeping CPS to
pay the grants and we want to get to
the bottom of that.”
“We want the minister to be the one
that comes out to say, I am not the
one that has an unsavory relationship
with CPS, so we can get to the
bottom of this,” Masango added.
Masango says Dlamini is compelled
by Section 34 of the Prevention and
Combating of Corrupt Activities Act
to report the matter to police.
If she does not do that on her own,
we will then have to lay charges
against her for contravening the very
act. Source: 702

W

gress Women’s League Bathabile
Dlamini resigned on Tuesday. Dlamini listed a number of grievances
about the ANC’s leadership in her
resignation letter.

Oliphant’s comes after former President of the African National Con-

Several former ministers have resigned over the last two weeks. Their
resignations come not too long after
they were sworn in as MPs after the
May elections.

ith the rapid increase of
members of parliament
resigning since the beginning of the sixth administration,
former Labour Minister Mildred
Oliphant has become the ninth
minister to resign as a member of
parliament.

NGO’s take environment,
forestry and fisheries department
to court

S

peaking on 702 Minister of
Environment, Forestry and
Fishers Barbara Creecy
confirmed that NGO’s were taking
her department to court for air
pollution. The NGO’s are suing the
government for pollution allegedly
produced by Eskom and Sasol.
Creecy said she would have like
more time on the issue because she
has only been in office only for 14
days. “I really would have wanted
an opportunity to apply my mind to

this situation and look at the balancing act between keeping the lights
on and not creating a public health
threat.”
Mpumalanga accounts for some 83
percent of South Africa’s coal
production and Eskom has 12
fire-coal in the area.
The environmental justice groups
are asking the court to declare the
air pollution a violation of constitutional rights and to force the government to take action to enforce the air
quality management plan.
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T

he Department of Home
Affairs says corruption will
not flourish if officials and
citizens are to take personal responsibility for stopping it.Over the years,
the department has come up with
interventions in an effort to mitigate

the corruption and fraud that has
affected many citizens negatively and
also slowed down service delivery.
The department’s spokesperson
Thabo Mokgola said there is no place
in the department, or elsewhere in
government, for corrupt officials bent

on reversing the gains of
democracy.“We all have a role to
play in fighting corruption. We
expect public officials to lead the
way in this regard.“We will spare no
effort in pursuit of those in the
system and in society who undermine

the national drive towards service
delivery improvement, he added. In
recent years, the department
launched Operation Bvisa Masina
which seeks to intensify the fight
against fraud and corruption.
Source: SAnews

Ekurhuleni project
worth
R102m not completed

E

kurhuleni project worth
R102million which involves
the Development Bank of SA
(DBSA) and Ekurhuleni Municipality
have not yet been finished which
should have been completed in
January.
Unguarded material such as cement,
uncovered foundations ,steel structures were, loose bricks and disintegrating storm-water drains are some
of the issues plaguing the Germiston
Urban Renewal project, which was
meant to rejuvenate the CBD in
Ekurhuleni’s seat of government.
Ekurhuleni mayoral committee has
confirmed that it had resorted to
penalizing TCT Civil and Construction since the beginning of last month
after the company allegedly failed to
meet the extended deadline of April,
for a project which began in November 2017.
The penalties total R5000 a day “due
to TCT’s shoddy workmanship”,
according to high-ranking city
sources, but Ekurhuleni neither
confirmed nor denied the amount.
This amount would come to a total of
R170000 to date.
He said this phase of the development was 94% completed and would
be finalised this month.
TCT was appointed to rejuvenate
CBD streets through paving, resurfacing of roads, erecting steel structures around heritage sites and
beautifying the city.
TCT director Thomas Ntsoane denied
that he was paying penalties and
blamed the project’s delays on
Ekurhuleni’s other contractors.
“We applied for an extension of time,
which was granted. Currently, we are
waiting for the people who are
putting fibre (internet) under Ekurhuleni to hand out a certificate saying
they’re done before we can come and
close.”
Ekurhuleni spokesperson Cebekhulu
said TCT would “only be paid a final
(amount) once all outstanding work
had been completed”.

www.gautengnewspaper.co.za

Page 15

20 - 26 June 2019

Entertainment

T

#BringBackDJFresh trending on social media
tweeting from his a**.
A listener Daniel Mokwa laid a
complaint with the Broadcasting
Complaints Commission of South
Africa (BCCSA) stating that the
presenter had used strong language.
Mokwa also urged the SABC to
discipline the breakfast host, stating
that he was behaving like an untouchable celebrity at the public
broadcaster. SABC spokesperson
Vuyo Mthembu confirmed that Thato
Sikwane had been suspended following an investigation.

he Metro FM Fresh Breakfast
Show Presenter Thato Sikwane also known as DJ Fresh
has been suspended by SABC for
using ‘offensive’ language on air.
Fans are not happy with the decision
that they are threatening to boycott
the station.
The decision to suspend DJ Fresh
follows his rant against one of the
listeners during his show, which he
used the word “msunery” during an
interview with Khanya Mkangisa on
May 20.
“Msunery” a defamatory isiZulu
swear word which translates to
a**hole. Fresh was chatting to
Mkangisa following the young

actress’s video of her drinking and
driving arrest that went viral on
social media. During the show, some
listeners accused Fresh of defending

Mkangisa’s acts and he did not take
lightly to the accusations. Fresh also
clapped back to another listener
stating that the listener should “stop

Social media went abuzz with
#BringBackDJFresh trending on
Tuesday morning.

B

anyana Banyana head coach
Desiree Ellis says she is
proud of her changes despite
failing to proceed to the last 16 of
the 2019 FIFA Women’s World Cup
currently underway in France.
South Africa lost 4-0 to Germany in
the final group stages match that
took place on Monday, 17 June at
Stade de la Mosson in Montpellier.
Three goals in the first half and one
more in the second stanza were
enough for the two time world
champions – who won three out of
three, while Banyana Banyana
suffered their third defeat in a row.
The first was against Spain (3-1),
followed by China (1-0) – and all
three are through to the second
round.
Source: SAFA

