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Mandla Maseko, 30, 
the first black 
African who would 

have travelled to space has 
died; his family has confirmed 
his passing over the weekend.

Mandla, popularly known as 
Spaceboy and Afronaut – beat 
1 million people to become 
one of 23 people who won a 
seat sponsored by Axe Apollo 
Space Academy, on an hour 
long sub-orbital trip in 2014.

However, his trip to space was 
not meant to be after he was 
hit by a car while riding his 
motorbike on Saturday.
“He was a larger than life. We 
are all still reeling at the 
moment. We are very dis-

traught because most people 
only found out Sunday morn-
ing. It is still very hard, painful 
and tragic,” his business 
manager and close friend 
Sthembile Shabangu.
She added: “He put a lot of 
people first and was an ambi-
tious person with big dreams.”
Shabangu said that even 
though Maseko did not end up 
going to space, he would have 
wanted his hope to spread.
Maseko a Soshanguve resi-
dent, went on to train as a 
private pilot and became a 
corporal with the South Afri-
can National Defence Force. 
Shabangu said that as a public 
speaker and community 
worker, Maseko worked to 

inspire many African Chil-
dren to pursue careers in 
science. He was an avid biker 
with the Tshwane Legend 
Bikers. In 2016 he was 
honoured by the 
Gauteng Department 
of Education and 
had the science 
building at the 
Curtis Nkondo 
School of Specialisation 
named after him.

Details of his memo-
rial service and 
funeral will be 
announced during 
the cause of this 
week, Shabangu said. 
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Convicted 
Vicki 

Momberg’s 
appeal

 dismissed 

Convicted racist Vicki 
Momberg has failed in her 
High Court bid to appeal 

the conviction and two-year sen-
tence after being found guilty on 
four counts of crimen injuria in 
2016.

In a video, which went viral on so-
cial media, Momberg was filmed 
using the k-word 48 times while 
verbally accosting two police of-
ficers.
The court ruled Momberg has 30 
days to apply for special leave to 
appeal the judgement.
If she does not file the special leave 
application she will be required to 
present herself at the Randburg 
Magistrate’s Court to serve her 
sentence.
Source: eNCA

New minister for Department 
of Tourism Mmamoloko 
Kubayi held youth in tourism 

dialogue at Disoufeng Pub and Res-
taurant in Soweto, to encourage them 
to join the tourism industry.Kubayi 
said tourism and hospitality market 
could be done digital as well.
“Youth should recognise tourism as 
entrepreneurship sector and start their 
own businesses. You do not stress 
about how the world will know about 
your business, but you can take pho-
tos and put them on social media plat-
forms. CAP SETA representative Pri-
cilla Mahlangu said they deal with 
tourism and they are happy that the 
event was held in Soweto. “We place 
more than 3000 learners in different 
programmes. I encourage youth to 
learn more about tourism. Small 
SMMEs should apply for internships 
and grant at our department, we also 

offer skills development.” Acting 
CEO South African Tourism Sthem-
biso Dlamini said tourism has a posi-
tive economic growth in South Afri-
ca. Sher added that tourism also 
promotes South Africa as economic 
sector, product launcher and quality 
assurance. Tourism sector boasts it-
self with quality products. Through it, 
we show the world our cultural diver-
sity. Tourists come here to see how 
citizens live which means it creates 
an emotional connection through 
marketing. The sector works to trans-
form the industry by owning the pro-
duction”.

Kubayi said they also create employ-
ment through art and designs which is 
now a channel to display products 
available in South Africa. The expo 
shows Kasi vibe and townships in the 
country. “Youth should put innova-

tive ideas in practical as tourists or 
economic drivers are young people 
between 18-35. The entire South Af-
rica must fall under tourism and citi-
zens should have connections of trav-
elling, no matter the sector they are 
in. Citizens should also travel across 
the country therefore to become tour 
guides. We visited Soweto to encour-
age youth to push doors and hustle. 
We are here to delivermore in-
formation about tourism, how to ben-
efit and who to contact”, said Kubayi. 
Youth Empowerment Service Dr 
Tashmia Ismail Saville said, they are 
prioritizing rural and townships in the 
country. Tourism spots should be cre-
ated near hotels, B&B’s and restau-
rants. There is value chain in tourism 
market.The youth should work to-
gether, bring ideas”, she said.

New tourism minister encourages
 youth to join the sector
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A legend and a veteran actress 
in the performing arts indus-
try Nomhle Nkonyeni has 

died. 
According to Dispatch Live, the 
actress has been hospitalised since 
Friday. Nkonyeni’s nephew con-
firmed the actress’ passing in the 
early hours of Wednesday morning. 

The 77-year-old was featured in 
numerous television productions, 
including Mzansi, Tsha Tsha, Fergu-
son Films and the 2007 mini-series 
Society. 
Earlier this year Nkonyeni received 
the National order of Ikhamanga in 
Silver, the highest awards that South 
Africa bestows, through the Presi-

dent of the Republic, upon citizens 
and members of the international 
community who have contributed 
meaningfully towards making the 
country a free, democratic and 
successful nation, united in its 
diversity. Pictures of Nkonyeni are 
circulating on social media as tribute 
pours for actress. 

Tribute pours for veteran actress Nomhle Nkonyeni
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Head of United Nations in South Af-
rica Nardos Békélé- Thomas urged 
the media to help them in achiev-

ing their Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 
Speaking at the roundtable breakfast meet-
ing on Wednesday at Hilton Hotel in Sand-
ton, Bekele-Thomas highlighted the need 
for strong partnership for the implementa-
tion of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

“With determination, commitment, collab-
oration and strong partnerships we can har-
nesses the limited resources to drive imple-
mentation of Social Development Goals.
She made a plea to the media to understand 
the work of the United Nations as well as 
monitoring and driving awareness around 
the Sustainable Development Goals.
In 2015, the United Nations together with 
governments and civil society adopted a set 
of 17 goals to end poverty, protect the plan-

et, and ensure prosperity for all as part of a 
new sustainable development agenda. Each 
goal has specific targets to be achieved over 
the next 15 years.

The Minister of Public 
Enterprises, Pravin 
Gordhan’s announce-
ment in Parliament on 
Tuesday that a ‘lender’ 
has come forward and 
would pay the remain-
ing 15% of salaries, 
following revelations 
that Denel was only 
able to pay  85% of salaries 
to its staff for the month of 
June.
This unidentified lender, is 
not a ‘get-out-of-jail-free-
card’ but a temporary re-
prieve. Denel, like other 
state-owned entities (SOEs), 
is circling the drain and 
continues to be plagued by 
numerous legacy issues that 
have resulted from years of 
state capture, mismanage-

ment and graft.

Meanwhile Denel group 
CEO Danie du Toit says 
Denel is actively pursuing 
opportunities to the value of 
R40b in a 24-month window. 
We will in the next days 
announce our largest export 
contract in the history of the 
organisation. We will attract 
good talented people, but we 
have talented people that are 
positive about the future of 
the company.

“With determination, commitment, collaboration and strong partnerships 
we can harnesses the limited resources”

Johanna Molokomme 

Johanna Molokomme 

UN urge media to promote 
SDGs in SA

BROOKLYN CITY COLLEGE
2nd Semester Registration 

NOW OPEN

COURSES AVAILABLE
*Police & Traffic (Diploma in Policing)
*Community Health Care, Ancillary Health Care
*Diplomas in Electrical, Mechanical and Civil Engineering
*Diplomas in Tourism, Business Management, Human Resources,
Marketing Management, Fashion Design, Educare, Financial Management,
Information Technology and many more!

R200
Registration Fee
NO DEPOSIT!

T&Cs Apply

PRETORIA: 228 Pretorious Street, Pretoria Central | JOHANNESBURG: 104 Helen Joseph Street, Johannesburg Central 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION AT :
087 151 0188
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT :
www.brooklyncitycolleges.co.za
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The City of Cape Town has 
been criticised following 
reports of new by-laws that 

will see homeless people being fined 
for obstructing pavements.
The Western Cape ANC says it’s 
appalled by the report and described 
it as an attack on homelessness. 
Cape Town Mayoral Committee 
Member for Safety and Security JP 
Smith said the ANC has no moral 
high ground as a political party to 
criticise the DA.
The MMC admitted the city does 
have bylaws that affect homeless 

people but said this is the norm 
across the country. 

Smith stated the Cape Town bylaws 
are significantly less draconian than 
the bylaws of other cities including 
Johannesburg and eThekwini.
He said the bylaws only refer to 
aggressive begging and fines are less 
significant than in other municipali-
ties.
He stated Cape Town’s reintegration 
and support efforts for the homeless 
population are ongoing and more 
effective than in other municipalities.
Source: eNCA 

Tshwane metro says the refurbishment of the Caledonian soccer sta-
dium will start as soon as a contractor is appointed

Earlier this year, spokesperson Lindela Mashigo had responded to an 
enquiry by saying the R35-milion renovations project would start in May. 
Two weeks ago, he said:
“To date, detailed design and tender documents have been completed and 
procurement processes has commenced. ”He said the renovations would 
likely start around  September and take 20 months – “only if there are no 
delays”. Locals have complained they were not pleased with the state of the 
stadium because it had been reduced to a drug den. 
Plans to renovate the once top-notch soccer stadium have been floating for 
years. 

The stadium was once the home of Arcadia Shepherds football Club for more 
than a century. 

During its glory days the stadium, which is located between Arcadia and 
Sunnyside, produced soccer legends Deshi Bhaktawer and Mark Fish and 
great Tiyani Mabunda, George Lebese, Gaona Modisane, Bongani Khumalo 

and Phil Evans, but a lack of maintenance has left it in a bad state. Caretaker 
Jabu Mahlangu said he has lost hope that the stadium will ever get a facelift.

“My wish is for the stadium to be renovated,” he said. “Every year 

I just hear of a budget allocated for the stadium, but no renovations are ever 
done.” Mahlangu said over the years he had seen contract workers come and 
put up signs that renovations were to start, but nothing ever happened.

Former Bosasa COO and state 
capture whistle-blower Angelo 
Agrizzi was ordered by the 

Randburg Magistrate’s court on 
Thursday to pay R200 000 for using 
the K-word in a clip that was heard 
in the state capture commission.

He appeared in the Equality Court 
after the South African Human 
Rights Commission lodged a claim 
of discrimination and hate speech 
against Agrizzi. 
During Agrizzi’s testimony at the 

state capture commission of inquiry, 
an audio clip was played. He was 
heard using the k-word numerous 
times while laughing with those he 
was in conversation with.

Papers presented at court Thursday 
show that Agrizzi has agreed to pay 
R200, 000 to the Barney Mokgatle 
Foundation in Alexandra, as a sign of 
reparation. Agrizzi and the commis-
sion had discussed the settlement 
during a meeting on June 13. Their 
agreement was made a court order on 
Thursday.

Agrizzi to pay 200k 
for using the K-word 

City of CPT
criticised for fining 

homeless people Lunga Mzangwe 

Johanna Molokomme
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The South African Revenue 
Service (SARS) has warned 
tax dodgers they will face 

prosecution and other dire conse-
quences for not submitting returns or 
defrauding the system.The warning 
was fired by SARS Commissioner 
Edward Kieswetter during the open-
ing of the 2019 tax season in Pretoria 
on Monday morning. 
From 1 July 2019 until 1 December 
2019, efiling taxpayers can submit 
returns online and on the SARS 
MobiApp. Walk-in taxpayers will be 
able to file returns from 1 August 
2019 until 31 October 2019. Address-
ing the media, Kieswetter said the 
revenue collector was deeply con-
cerned by trends of noncompliance. 
These trends range from outstanding 
returns and late returns to fraudulent 
filing. “We will step up our enforce-
ment and administration of penalties 
in this regard,” he said.  Also, many 
taxpayers still do not declare rental 
income. “We will improve our data 

matching in this regard with the 
deeds office and other sources of 
information. This matching will also 
allow us to better enforce noncompli-
ance and declaration of CGT [Capital 
Gains Tax],” he said.  The revenue 
collector will this year place a re-
newed focus on taxing commission 

earners which, Kieswetter said, was 
open to abuse.

Concern was also expressed by the 
Commissioner regarding tax practi-
tioners who unethically promise they 
can secure a tax refund.
“They then look for opportunities to 

understate income or overstate 
expenses,” said Kieswetter. “This is a 
serious offence and could result in 
criminal charges as well as financial 
consequences for the taxpayer who 
remains accountable to SARS for 
their submissions.” The revenue 
collector said it will be addressing 
fictitious refunds that are claimed 
from fabricated expenses and losses, 
as well as fictitious employers gener-
ating IRP5’s for the sole purpose of 
claiming refunds.

Fraudsters who file multiple returns 
to create refund opportunities, as well 
as syndicates reusing IRP5s across 
multiple individuals was also a 
concern that required action by law 
enforcement. “We are working hard 
to improve the integrity of our 
profiling capability using sophisticat-
ed risk modeling and expanding our 
data set. Last year SARS prevented 
over R8.2 billion fraudulent returns 
from being paid,” said the Commis-
sioner. Source: SAnews

Johanna Molokomme

“We will step up our enforcement and administration of penalties in this regard,” 
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Gauteng Education accepts community’s version on school torching

MEC Panyaza aims 90% matric pass for 2019

SMME fund to help innovative start-ups

The Gauteng Education Depart-
ment says it accepts the 
community’s position that it 

did not torch the local Katlehong 
Primary School.
Last week, two classrooms were set 
alight at the primary school during 
the service delivery protests in the 
Ekurhuleni Township.
“Following the torching of Katlehong 
Primary School, the Gauteng Depart-
ment of Education and Youth Devel-
opment accepts the community’s 
position that they didn’t mobilise for 
the burning of the school, and the 
principal’s report which believed that, 
it might not be the community that 
burnt the school,” said the depart-

ment.
While the department accepted 
the community’s standpoint and 
it stated that there are no funds to 
repair the school, the department 
said it suspects that this act of 
arson might be the work of a lone 
member of the community.

“It is important to note that we 
have an undertaking from the 
community to assist to track the 
culprit,” said Education MEC 
Panyaza Lesufi.
Teaching resumed this morning 
with affected learners being 
temporarily accommodated at 
two identified classes at the same 
school.

Gauteng Education MEC 
Panyaza Lesufi wants to see 
a 90-percent matric pass rate 

this year.
The 2018 pass rate was 87-percent.

Lesufi has now made senior manag-
ers in his department sign perfor-
mance agreements to achieve this.
Matric pupils are participating in a 
three-day-programme to improve 

their chances of going to institutions 
of higher learning.

The provincial education department 
has allocated about R240-million for 
the programme.
Currently, 70,000 pupils are enrolled 
in it. “Our children are no longer 
competing with children from other 
provinces and I am sorry if this 
sounds arrogant but they are compet-
ing with the world,” said Lesufi who 

was addressing matric pupils at 
TUT where they’re participat-
ing in an additional study 
programme.
“It’s very important that they 
start to play in that space. Only 
three months remain until the 
pupils begin writing prelimi-
nary exams and in another five 
so it is crunch time for final 
exams.

Science and Technology Minis-
ter Dr Blade Nzimande says 
progress has been made 

towards the establishment of a 
five-year R5 billion SMME fund 
aimed at helping innovators commer-
cialise their products.

The Minister said this when he 
briefed the media ahead of tabling 
the department’s Budget Vote at the 
National Assembly on Tuesday 
afternoon.
“I am pleased to report that progress 
has been made towards establishing a 
fund that will help bring locally 
developed innovations into the 
market.
“The fund is designed to largely 
de-risk the early stages of technology 
commercialization and business 
development.
“An injection of R1 billion per year 
for five years is expected to make a 
significant impact in making these 

businesses more attractive to inves-
tors for significant scale-up,” he said.
The fund is expected to 
kick-in on 1 April 2020.

The department’s Director-
General, Dr Phil Mjwara, said 
the fund is being mooted in 
recognising that the country 
has a number of start-up 
companies that are trying to 
commercialise their products, 
but in the absence of funding, 
they are unable to upscale and 
attract investments.
Mjwara said, for example, that 
one of the challenges faced by 
SMME innovators was suppli-
ers expressing an interest in 
taking up their products, but 
are not willing to invest in 
them due to concerns that the 
companies might not remain 
sustainable and might shut 
down “in three or four years’ 
time”.

He said in this regard, the department 
was thinking of introducing an 

insurance programme to sustain 
SMME enterprises.

Staff Writer

MEC Panyaza aims 90% matric pass for 2019
Gauteng Education MEC 

Panyaza Lesufi wants to see 
a 90-percent matric pass rate 

this year.
The 2018 pass rate was 87-percent.

Lesufi has now made senior manag-
ers in his department sign perfor-
mance agreements to achieve this.
Matric pupils are participating in a 
three-day-programme to improve 

their chances of going to institutions 
of higher learning.

The provincial education department 
has allocated about R240-million for 
the programme.
Currently, 70,000 pupils are enrolled 
in it. “Our children are no longer 
competing with children from other 
provinces and I am sorry if this 
sounds arrogant but they are compet-
ing with the world,” said Lesufi who 

was addressing matric pupils at 
TUT where they’re participat-
ing in an additional study 
programme.
“It’s very important that they 
start to play in that space. Only 
three months remain until the 
pupils begin writing prelimi-
nary exams and in another five 
so it is crunch time for final 
exams.
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With youth month being concluded over 
the weekend, Brian Waves Development 
convened a Loxion science fair and expo 
that saw township school coming togeth-
er to showcase their innovation on Satur-
day at the University of Pretoria, Ma-
melodi Campus.
This was their 2nd annual loxion expo, 
which took place on 28th and 29th of 
June 2019.

The organization was excited to host this 
initiative, as it will allow them to make a 
difference in the townships and rural 
communities, targeting high schools 
learners out of school youth and members 
of the public. At the science fair, learners 
were given the opportunity to present 
their science projects and compete on an 
even platform.
“It will encourage them to showcase their 

demonstrations without feel-
ing intimidated or side lined 
by learners from well privi-
leged schools, who have ac-
cess to all the resources need-
ed to execute a well-structured 
and advanced science pro-
jects.” Said Brain Waves de-
velopment’s executive direc-
tor, Lesego Masethe.
“Our mission is to promote 
an interest in science and de-
velop a generation of individ-
uals who will not only func-
tion in society, but thrive on 
many platforms exposed to them out 
there. The mission is to develop black 
scientist who are able to communicate 
their findings effectively. This expo will 
also ensure that we engage the public in 
the way Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing, Mathematics and Innovation (STEM) 
help us to better understand and improve 
our world.” She added. Brain waves first 
science fair and expo was in 2018, which 
saw an attendance of 2 800 learners and 
just 18 projects submitted.  This year the 
expo saw an attendance of less than 1 500 

learners, but prided themselves on a 
turnout of 85 projects. Which were 
amazing. The learners tackled envi-
ronmental issues and saw to find eco-
friendly science based solutions. The 
loxion science fair and expo ended 
with an awards ceremony. The win-
ners of the expo are McDonald Mony-
ama, Tshiamo Moumakwe and Calvin 
Konyana who shared the gold award 
category. The rest of the participating 
learners didn’t go home empty hand-
ed, there were silver and bronze med-
als handed to them. The winners in the 
gold category are moving to the re-

gional Eskom expo, where again they 
will showcase their science talents, now 
on a provincial scale.“We plan to fully 
support, mentor and make sure they have 
resources they will need to get ready for 
the regionals,” says Lesego.

Researchers at the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) briefed mem-

bers of the media on Wednesday on 
the impact, opportunities and future 
skills required by young people to 
thrive in the rise of Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (4IR).
CSIR’s Windy Mokuwe, joined by 
CSIR Master’s student in robotics 
Nomfundiso Khuma and CSIR senior 
researcher Dr Monnamme Tlotleng 

with their research skills, are develop-
ing the ability for a robot to learn to 
perform new action sequences that it 
gets through demonstration.
“Nobody understands technology bet-
ter than us [young people] and that is 
an advantage. This is the right time for 
youngsters to show the world that we 
are ready to lead. Let’s take the oppor-
tunity and make it work for us,” CSIR 
researcher in computer vision, Windy 
Mokuwe said.Mokuwe’s research 
work focuses on machine learning. 

She said the 4IR would require com-
plex autonomous actions from mobile 
machines. “Technologies that drive 
change in the machine learning indus-
try include the Internet of Things, ad-
ditive manufacturing and cloud com-
puting,” Mokuwe said.

The CSIR is working on a number of 
projects and models for robotic opera-
tions. The Intelligent Workcell is one 
of the projects that uses state-of-the-
art machine learning methods for ob-
ject recognition and autonomous pick 

and place, using a robotic manipulator 
arm. The CSIR has also developed the 
Context-Aware Real-Time Action 
project, which brings object recogni-
tion to a mobile robot. It allows the 
robot to move autonomously within 
its environment and then take real-
time actions when a pre-selected ob-
ject is detected. Upon recognising an 
object of interest, the robot moves to 
autonomously capture images of the 
object from multiple angles, inspec-
tion-style.

CSIR researchers urge youth to seize opportunities with 4IR 

Brian Waves convened 2nd annual loxion science fair

CARTOON...
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The Department of 
Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 

Development (DALRRD) 
will as of Wednesday 
embark on roadshows and 
awareness campaigns to 
meet with farmers and 
affected communities after 
African swine fever was 
reported in four provinces.

“Following the outbreaks of 
African swine fever (ASF) 
reported in the North West, 
Gauteng, Free State and 
Mpumalanga provinces, the 
DALRRD will embark on 
roadshows and awareness 
campaigns to meet with farmers/pork 
producers, affected communities and 
the public at large,” said the depart-
ment on Monday. Two ASF out-
breaks were identified in Mpumalan-
ga and Gauteng in May following the 
outbreak reported in the North West 
at the beginning of April 2019. The 
roadshows will kick-off in Bloem-
fontein in the Free State on Wednes-
day, where the department’s Food 
Import and Export Standards Direc-
torate for Animal Health Promotion, 
together with the Provincial Depart-
ments of Agriculture, will spend two 
days in the area.“In collaboration 

with the Pork Producers Association, 
[we] will conduct ASF awareness 
campaigns to educate farmers/pork 
producers on the prevention, trans-
mission and spread of the disease. 
These will encompass information on 
the risk of feeding pigs kitchen 
waste/garbage, risk of buying from 
unknown sources, public health risks, 
symptoms, prevention and control of 
African swine fever,” the department 
said. The awareness campaign will 
then move to Rustenburg in the 
North West on 15 July and conclude 
in Zeerust on 18 July.

Vrede in the Free State will get its 

turn on 22 July and Harrismith and 
Warden the next day. “These aware-
ness campaigns are arranged for 
these selected provinces. The other 
provinces will follow in due course,” 
the department said.

The department stressed that ASF 
does not affect humans, adding that 
the consumption of pork is safe. 
“However, any meat and products 
from affected pigs can be a source of 
infection to other pigs. Farmers 
should therefore ensure that if any 
swill is fed to pigs,it must be pre-
cooked for at least an hour to ensure 
the inactivation of the ASF virus, as 
well as other diseases of concern,”

Basic Education Minister 
Angie Motshekga will 
release the results of a 

large-scale study investigating 
the condition of the teaching and 
learning environment in schools 
at a briefing on Tuesday morn-
ing. Motsekga will release the 
findings of the Teaching and 
Learning International (TALIS) 
Research Study at Nellmapius 
Secondary School in Pretoria.

The study investigates the condi-
tion of the teaching and learning 
environment in schools across 
participating OECD (Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation 
and Development) countries and 
partner countries.The study 
found that at least 97% of teach-
ers in South Africa cite the 
opportunity to influence chil-
dren’s development or contribute 
to society, as a major workplace 
motivation.South Africa is the 
only African country represented 
in a list that includes Australia, 
Japan, Korea, Norway, the 
United States and the United 
Kingdom as just some of the 48 
countries that participated in the 
2018 survey. “As the department 
strives to improve teaching and 
learning conditions, it is envis-
aged that the results of the 
TALIS South Africa report will 
provide valid, timely and compa-
rable information to help the 
department review and define 
policies for developing a high-
quality teaching profession,” 
said the department on Sunday.

At the release of the report, the 
Minister will for the first time 
unveil this important report 
(Volume 1), which to a large 
extent is an examination of the 
Basic Education sector from the 
perspective of teachers.

Campaign initiated following swine flu reports in four provinces
“There is also no vaccine for ASF and no treatment for affected pigs.”
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A Soshanguve man formerly 
convicted of murder and 
robbery and was released last 

year on parole has been arrested for 
extortion and impersonation.
The 40 year old suspect was arrested 
in Bronkhorstspruit on Thurs-
day after he attempted to extort 
R300 000 from a former Mayor 
retaining the same modus 
operandi of destroying a case 
docket against the victim.

The suspect cladding a Hawks 
t-shirt and parading as a Cap-
tain was found with a number 
of blank arrest warrants, search 
warrants, the Pretoria Regional 
Court date stamp and a fake 
correspondence letter with a 
Hawks logo.  Seemingly the 
victim’s search and arrest 
warrants were also ready for 
execution by the suspect.  He is 
expected to appear at the 
Bronkhorstspruit Magistrate Court 
today.

The suspect’s arrest brings to three 
the number of Hawks impersonators 
arrested in the past two months.  
Former Tactical Response Team 
(TRT) Constable Rynno du Plessis 
(30) was arrested at the beginning of 

June inside Kgosi Mampuru II 
Correctional Centre. He is expected 
to appear again next month at the 

Cullinan Magistrate Court.

In May this year Gabriel Paul (40) 
was also arrested and will appear on 
16 July 2019 at the Krugersdorp 
Magistrate’s Court.  Similar investi-

gations are still ongoing and arrests 
are expected soon.
Source: SAPS

Staff Writer

Crime

Metrorail train service 
running in the Northern 
parts of Pretoria between 

Mabopane and De Wildt have been 
temporarily grounded this morning 
due to cable theft at Winternest.

As a result of this, there is no over-
head power supply in both lines 
resulting in train movement tempo-
rarily halted until the technical team 
replaces stolen cables. All Mabopane 
and Dewildt trains are not running 
this morning.

The Metrorail has condemned this 
act of vandalism in the strongest 

possible terms. The growing element 
of cable theft and vandalism of 
critical infrastructure components 
which results in dysfunctional 
signals and track circuits rendering 
systems temporarily dysfunctional 
is regrettable.

Metrorail management thanks its 
commuters and employers for their 
support and patience whilst techni-
cians and are working hard around 
the clock to reopen the lines. They 
also sincerely apologised for the 
inconvenience caused and advised 
commuters to seek alternative 
transportation in order to get their 

destinations this morning.
Commuters are urged to report any 
criminal behaviour witnessed within 

operational areas to protection 
services officials at the stations and 
nearby Police stations.

Gauteng police spokesper-
son Mavela Masondo 
confirmed that a 44-year-

old Johannesburg Family Court 
Public Prosecutor, was arrested 
after demanding a bribe from a 
suspect, to make their case disap-
pear.

Anti-corruption police got tipped 
and apprehended the suspect after 
he received R5 000 from the 
victim.“It is alleged that the com-
plainant received a call from the 
prosecutor dealing with his case 
and requested R10 000 to make his 
case disappear. The suspect told 

the victim that there will be no 
case opened against him”, said Ma-
sondo.

Masondo said the prosecutor 
would appear in Johannesburg 
Magistrate Court soon.

Karabo Moropa  

Lunga mzangwe  

A hawker impersonator arrested for extortion 

Homeless killing suspect remain in custody after court appearance 

“The 40 year old suspect was arrested in Bronkhorstspruit on Thursday after he attempted to extort R300 000”
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MEC Maile to investigate Lesedi municipality tender corruption 

EFF loses bid to declare 
Riotous Assemblies unconstitutional 

Gauteng Human Settlement, Urban 
Planning, Cooperative Govern-
ance and Traditional Affairs MEC 

Lebohang Maile confirmed that he would 
look into alleged corruption in Sedibeng 
district’s Lesedi municipality.

Maile said that there are also alleged 
irregularities involving a multi-million 
rand security contract.
“Acting Lesedi Municipal Manager Gugu 
Thimane faces charges of flouting supply 
chain management prescripts and Munici-
pal Finance Management Act. Thimane 
awarded Bravo Span 90cc a tender of R50 
million without following procedures”, 
said Maile.

Democratic Alliance’s Gauteng Finance 
spokesperson Adriana Randall asked 
MEC Maile to investigate the matter.
“Municipality has to respond to these 
allegations in writing and provide relevant 
information explaining how the tender 

was awarded. Those who are involved in 
this alleged corruption should face mighty 
law, if indeed corruption took place when 
the tender was offered. Thimane should 
also face immediate suspension when 
investigations proceed. DA will raise 
questions to Gauteng Provincial Legisla-
ture to confirm whether they advertised a 
security tender”, said Randall.
MEC Maile ensured to urge all munici-
palities in Gauteng to adopt the open 
tender system, as it is useful in combating 
corruption in different government depart-
ments. He added that transparency and 
discreet are what he expected for public 
funds. This also applies in accordance 
with finance regulation done by govern-
ment. “Corruption and tender fraud 
should be eliminated wherever they mush-
room. This is crime to poor residents. 
Public funds should not be used to benefit 
certain individuals or entities through 
wrong followed procedures. We need 
transparent service delivery”, said Maile.

Ntsoaki Toloane

TOP REPS WANTED

Top Reps Required With :
Reliable own car to market

Hair , Skin & Scalp Assessment 
machine to hair

Saloons in Gauteng & Surroundings
Free Training , 

Top Commision + Petrol Allowance

Call Dr  J. Mataung 
 087 807 7475 or 083 512 6996 

or 073 501 2482

The Green House
Wolmarans & Klein Str.  JHB

Joubert  Park

Assential Cosmetics
Organic

JHB
Economic Freedom Fighter 

leader Julius Malema lost a 
bid to declare the Riotous 

Assemblies Act unconstitutional. 
Malema argued that the act is uncon-
stitutional and he will challenge it at 
the Constitutional Court.
Malema was charged for violating 
the act when he encouraged his 
supporters to invade unused land. 
“We will also appeal directly to the 
Constitutional Court because we still 
believe that the Riotous Assemblies 
Act is unconstitutional in its entire-
ty,” Malema told reporters inside the 
courtroom after the judgment.

“We hope that the NPA will respect 
the decision of the court and wait for 
the confirmation of the Constitutional 
Court on the constitutionality of the 
section of the Riotous Assemblies 
Act.”

Speaking outside the Pretoria High 
Court, Malema urged his supporter to 
fight for land, because it is the land 
they inherited from their forefathers 
who were killed by the apartheid 
government.

Malema was charged with violating 
the act on two occasions by encour-
aging his supporters to invade vacant 
land.
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Entertainment

Minister Nathi Mtheth-
wa of spots, arts and 

culture congratulates the 
Ndlovu Youth Choir’s stun-
ning performance on the 
stage of the television show 
America’s Got Talent. The 
group after their exhilarat-
ing performance- got four 
YES’s! From the judges, 
including a standing ova-
tion from the audience.  
The America’s Got Talent 
show is one of the biggest 
talent shows in the world 
and the winning act re-
ceives a life-changing prize and 
global recognition. Their perfor-
mance of “My African Dream”, 
conducted by choir director Ralf 
Schimitt, composed by SA-born 
Alan Lazar, aired on United States 
television on Tuesday night. This 
performance of the choir is but a 

drop in the ocean of the craft avail-
able in South Africa.
The group all the way from Lim-
popo, blew the audience and judges 
away. They showed the beauty and 
diverse nature of South Africa and 
Africa as a continent, they represent-
ed and gave so much hope. Their 
performance was said to have “trans-

ported us to where you 
are from and it was 
beautiful and so magi-
cal”, said Julianne 
Hough, one of the 
judges on the show. 
Simon Cowell also a 
judge said “We’ve 
always been waiting for 
a choir like this, some-
thing we’ve never 
heard before with your 
energy bouncing off me 
right here”. The four 
affirmative responses 
from the judges paved 

a way for the choirto the next round! 
And we wish them every strength 
towards a success. The minister 
would like to thank the choir at the 
same time encourage all Africans in 
particular South Africans to rally 
behind the choir, support them when 
the need arise by voting, texting and 
publicising the African child.

Entries are open for the third 
edition of the Tshwane Cycle 
Classic, which will take place 

on the 3rd of November this year. 
The rapid rise of the Tshwane 
Classic is the current exception to 
the rule in mass participation cy-
cling races in South Africa. The 
inaugural edition in 2017 attracted 
up to 5 000 cyclist.
Last year, more than 7 000 cyclists 
took to the streets of Pretoria. The 
race is also one of the most afford-
able of its kind for contestants in 
South Africa. It features 95km, 
60km, 20km and 5km options in 
addition to a 500m fun ride.

“We have wonderful buy-in from the 
Tshwane metro,” said the founder of 
the race, Mauritz Meyer.
“The event falls under the manage-
ment of a non-profit organization, 
which means we are able to keep 
entry fees affordable.” 
We are very conscious of the eco-
nomic climate and that people have 
to plan their finances carefully.” 
Courtesy of the Tshwane metro’s 
support, 342 metro police officers, 
250 marshals and more than 20km 
of barricades will be deployed to 
ensure a traffic-free environment for 
cyclist in the race.

“Organising the logistics on the 
circuit is a massive task.” The 
Tshwane metro has worked tireless-
ly over the past two years to ensure 
that they have enough personnel on 
race day and that operational plan is 
executable,” Meyer explained. 

On race day all bus and taxi routes 
diverted. The race route is closed 

effectively, predominantly by 
barricades and with the assistance of 
the police and Tshwane’s metro 
police. “The metro is serious about 
the event,” said Meyer. A big focus 
is also the management of traffic 
around closures and creating aware-
ness in the lead-up. 

“This starts in the months leading up 
to the event already with an aware-
ness campaign on all major media 
platforms in Pretoria. “On race day, 
traffic signs and officials ensure 
traffic flow via detour routes.” He 
explained.  The metro will call on its 
residents to be patient on the roads 
on 3 November. “As was with the 
Cape Town Cycle tour and 947, the 
Tshwane metro expected resistance 
from some residents in the first two 
years, but the positive response has 
been remarkable. “Tshwane has 
embraced the event and understands 
its value for the city,” said Meyer

For more information and to enter, 
visit www.tshwaneclassic.co.za.

Limpopo Ndlovu Youth Choir 
receives standing ovation 

Entries for Tshwane Cycle 
class race are now open 

Terry Pheto bags 
new deal with

 Timepiece
 Company 

South African actress and 
producer Terry Pheto is 
currently living her best 

life in France. 

Pheto moved to France after 
securing a deal with Swedish 
luxury Timepiece Company 
and Longines.
She made her debut in 2005, 
when she starred in a film, 
Tsotsi. After that, she got roles 
in movies such as Catch a Fire, 
Goodbye Bafana and How to 
Steal 2 Million.

Pheto says she is proud and 
does not regret joining Lon-
gines family. It is a huge 
endorsement deal, which will 
results with whole load of 
lavish benefits.

“I’m proud and honoured to 
announce that I’m officially 
part of the Longines family. 
Thank you Longines for 
trusting me with this tremen-
dous responsibility and oppor-
tunity to join your family. I’m 
thrilled to collaborate with a 
brand built on tradition and 
legacy,” says Pheto in a tweet.

Karabo Moropa  
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Sports

Bafana Bafana exit AFCON following loss against Nigeria 

Proteas exit World Cup on a winning note 

Bafana Bafana lost 2-1 to 
Nigeria in an absorbing 
AFCON quarterfinal match at 

Cairo International Stadium on 
Wednesday night to bring their run in 
the tournament to a disappointing 
end.

It was another sucker punch that put 
paid to Bafana Bafana’s progress in 
the tournament when defender 
William Ekong scored in the dying 
minutes of the second half when 
everyone had resigned to extra time.
It was a painful end of Bafana 
Bafana’s run and more so after 
Bongani Zungu had brought parity to 
the match on the 70th minute with a 
header, which had to be referred to 
VAR after the referee had initially 
ruled the goal offside.

Nigeria took the lead in the 27th 
minute when Samuel Chukwueze 
bundled the ball home from close 
range to bring the sparsely crowd to 
life.
Apart from Nigeria’s goal, there were 
little clear cut chances from both 
sides but soon after resumption, the 
action roared back into life.
Nigeria hit the cross bar from a free 

kick but South Africa always looked 
the more likely side to score the 
equaliser.

Moreover, Zungu did just that on the 
70th minute.

In addition, with Bafana Bafana 
pressing forward for the winner, it 
was Ekong who scored from a corner 

when the tiring defence failed to 
clear their lines.

Coach Stuart Baxter retained the 
same team that eliminated hosts 
Egypt in the last 16 with goalscorer 
Thembinkosi Lorch retaining his 
position ahead of Themba Zwane 
who was available after completing 
his suspension.

Nigeria coach Gernot Rohr had 
suggested South Africa were favour-
ites in the build-up following their 
defeat of the record seven-time 
champions, a tag Baxter promptly 
rejected with Bafana Bafana’s lone 
competitive win coming in qualify-
ing for these finals. 

Source: SAFA

Johanna Molokomme

“Du Plessis was named man of the match for his century”

“Coach Stuart Baxter retained the same team that eliminated hosts Egypt in the last 16”

Spearheaded by Faf du Plessis’ century and 
his 151-run partnership with Rassie van der 
Dussen, the Standard Bank Proteas finally 

produced a complete performance with bat, ball 
and in the field to beat Australia by 10 runs in 
their final match at the ICC Men’s Cricket World 
Cup at Old Trafford, Manchester, on Saturday.

In what was the 100th ODI between the two 
countries the two teams produced a suitably 
memorable match, which leaves both teams 
having won 48 encounters with three matches 
ending in ties and one no result.
It was also the Proteas eighth victory over Aus-
tralia in the last nine encounters between the two 
countries and only South Africa’s second victory 
over Australia at a World Cup, the other one 
having come in South Africa’s first ever match at 
a World Cup at Sydney in 1992.

Du Plessis was named man of the match for his 
century (100 off 94 balls, 7 fours and 2 sixes) and 
for his overall leadership qualities although the 

award could equally have gone to David 
Warner for his century (122 off 117 
balls, 15 fours and 2 sixes).
It was Du Plessis’ fifth century against 
Australia against whom he has an 
average well in excess of 50 and his 
12th overall. He also became the seventh 
Protea to complete 1 000 ODI runs 
against Australia. There were good 
supporting acts for both sides by Van der 
Dussen who made a career best 95 (97 
balls, 4 fours and 4 sixes) and Alex 
Carey for Australia (85 off 69 balls, 11 
fours and a six). Kagiso Rabada finally 
came out on top of the South African 
bowling attack (3/56) which included 
two critical wickets in his last over when 
Australia were still threatening to make 
a successful chase. The outcome of this 
match has seen India top the final log. 
India will play New Zealand in the one 
semi-final and Australia take on England 
in the other.
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