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Centre to broaden digital footprint
MEC
Maile
of South Africa’s languages

opens a
case against
EFF leader
Johanna Molokomme

G

auteng Human Settlements MEC Lebogang
Maile has opened a case
of crimen iniuria against Economic Freedom Fighter (EFF)
leader Ms Mandisa Mashego and

her organization.
Accompanied by his lawyer,
Mashudu
Tshivhase,
Maile
opened a crimen injuria case
against Mashego on Monday
morning for publicly claiming,
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without evidence, that the MEC
and others benefited money reportedly meant for Alexandra Renewal Project (ARP).
Maile says “Her accusations
were not only about hogging news
headlines, but to cast aspersions
on my character, integrity and
standing in society.”
Eldorado Park residents
MEC Maile has decidedigher
to sueEducation and
Ms Mandisa Mashego for defamaScience and Technology
tion of character on the basis
that Minister Buti
receives title deeds
Deputy
her insinuations have comproManamela will on Wednesday
mised his standing and reputation
launch the South African Centre for
in society.
Digitalmalicious
Language Resources (SADi“Her well calculated
and inflammatory
LaR) allegations
in Potchefstroom, North West.
might fuel community anger and
This is a platform that createsand
undermine the safety of myself
manages
digital resources and
and extended family”
continued
Gauteng
software supporting research
and Human Settlements MEC Lebogang Maile
MEC Maile.
Maile is part ofdevelopment
the African Nain language technolotional Congress leadership
collecreceived clean
audits,
gies and language-related
studies
in and put tactic to suppress or intimidate
tive in Gauteng that has demon- strong systems to fight corrup- her. But it is to use a competent
all South Africa’s ofﬁcial languages
strated ethical leadership and clean tion, said MEC Maile.
court of law to clear my name
is a multi-partner
governance. “In SADiLaR
all the portfolios
Furthermore,distribMEC Maile said from any allegations of wrong
utedtoresearch
I have been entrusted
lead in theinfrastructure,
“taking legal comaction against Ms doing and expose her odious
provincial government
always
Mashego
is no by any means a lies”.
prisingwethe
Council
for Scientiﬁc

H

7 oﬃcers arrested

and Industrial Research, the University of South Africa, the University
of Pretoria, and the Inter-institutional Centre for Language Development and Assessment.

following Joburg raids
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Z

ozibini Tunzi has been
crowned as Miss South
Africa 2019 at a prestigious
ceremony at the Sun Area in
Pretoria.

Twenty ﬁve-year-old Zozibini, who
is completing her B-Tech in Public
Relations, impressed the judges
with her positive stance on education ahead of 15 other women who

were competing for
the crown.
She’s taken over
the crown from
last year’s
win-

ner Tamaryn Green.
Speaking about what she
is most looking forward to
during her reign, the
25-year-old said she cannot
wait to meet new people. “I
love people so much and this
is the kind of job where you
get to meet different
people every day.”

Zozibini entered the pageant with
the goal of ﬁnding purpose in life.
With the crown on her head and the
Miss SA organisation by her side,
she feels that she can now make a
difference.
As the winner of Miss South
Africa, Zozibini walks away with
R3 million in prizes and sponsorship deals.
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H

igher Education and
Science and Technology
Deputy Minister Buti
Manamela will on Wednesday
launch the South African Centre for
Digital Language Resources (SADiLaR) in Potchefstroom, North West.
This is a platform that creates and
manages digital resources and
software supporting research and
development in language technologies and language-related studies in
all South Africa’s ofﬁcial languages.
SADiLaR is a multi-partner distributed research infrastructure, comprising the Council for Scientiﬁc
and Industrial Research, the University of South Africa, the University of Pretoria, and the Inter-institutional Centre for Language
Development and Assessment.
The centre is a response to the Use
of Ofﬁcial Languages Act of 2012,
pertaining to the equal development
and use of the 11 ofﬁcial languages
of the country.
SADiLaR is the ﬁrst of its kind in
Africa and promotes existing links
with similar entities globally,
especially with CLARIN, the
European Research Infrastructure

for Language Resources and
Technology.
Hosted by the North-West University’s Potchefstroom Campus,
SADiLAR is one of eight research
infrastructures established through
the Department of Science and
Innovation (DSI) so far under the
South African Research Infrastructure Roadmap (SARIR), intended to
provide research infrastructure
across the public research system.
The department said that the
development of SADiLaR began in
2016 and has two programmes,
these include a digitisation programme, which entails the systematic creation of relevant digital text,
speech and multi-modal resources
related to all the ofﬁcial languages,
and the development of appropriate
natural language processing.
It also includes a digital humanities
programme, which facilitates the
building of research capacity by
promoting and supporting the use
of digital data and innovative
methodological approaches in the
humanities and social sciences.

a resource portal that provides a
single point of entry with access to
over 200 language resources and
tools.
“Fields of research include language, literary and heritage studies,
history, music, sociology, journalism, philosophy, psychology, media
studies, and visual and graphic art.
In turn, the availability of large data
sets facilitates the development of a

variety of language technology
applications for the public good,”
the department explained.
The Deputy Minister will be joined
by the North West University
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Dan Kgwadi, SADiLaR Director, Professor
Attie de Lange, and CLARIN
Executive Director, Professor
Franciska De Jong.

“So far it has beneﬁted over a
thousand students, and approximately 90 researchers and developers. This virtual infrastructure hosts
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Foreign street vendors
accuse police of
inhumane treatment

P

olice spokesperson Xoli
Mbele said that vendors
who claim that live
ammunition where used should
come forward. This comes
following a violent protest that
erupted in Johannesburg CBD on
Thursday.
Foreign street vendors have
accused police of terrorising
them every week. It is alleged
that police in the CBD were
conﬁscating items from dealers
operating illegally and are being
met by
Mbele said they are not going to
allow illegal goods being sold on
the streets.
“They sell these fake clothes on
a daily basis and we have to
make sure we conﬁscate because
the country is losing millions of
rands.”
Meanwhile, Mbele said that
those claiming that live ammunition was used should come
forward with evidence.

7 oﬃcers arrested following Joburg raids

P

olice Minister Bheki Cele
has commended the joint
operation crackdown on
counterfeit goods in the Johannesburg Central Business District on
wednesday.
Gauteng law enforcement
agencies descended on the
CBD in an intelligence-led
operation focused on counterfeit goods and related
criminal activities in the
Johannesburg Central
Business District.
Operations such as this have
become regular in Gauteng
after police in August last
year launched “Operation O Kae
Molao”. In a joint statement,
stakeholders said during the
operation, over 560 undocumented
foreign nationals were taken in for
processing.
“Their status in the country will be
determined by the Department of
Home Affairs while the Local
Criminal Record Centre from the
SAPS will determine criminal
records,” the statement read.
Over 560 undocumented foreign

nationals were taken in for processing. Their status in SA will be
determined by the Department of
Home Affairs while the Local
Criminal Record Centre from the
SAPS will determine criminal

records. During the day long
operation, unlicenced ﬁrearms were
also recovered. Among the arms
cache were six riﬂes, six pistols,
four shotguns and hundreds of
ammunition of varying calibres
found in a room on the 12th ﬂoor
of Medical One Shopping Centre in
Rahima Moosa Street. “A suspect
was arrested for possession of
unlicenced ﬁrearms and ammunition. The ﬁrearms will be subjected
to ballistic testing to determine
possible usage in the commission

of crime,” adds the statement.
Meanwhile a total 7 ofﬁcers were
arrested for corruption & defeating
the ends of justice. In the 1st
incident, a Warrant Ofﬁcer & 4
Constables were arrested after
they were caught attempting to
resell conﬁscated goods back to
the illegal traders. The statement
said the ofﬁcers were linked
through investigation and on an
eye witness account. Police
believe the loot found in the 46
vehicles in the basement parking
at Lister Building, could be the
cargo that was removed the night
before after the illegal traders had
received a tip-off. Gauteng Provincial Commissioner Lieutenant
General Elias commended the
sterling work of the Crime Intelligence and Anti-Corruption unit
who made sure the operation was a
success. “We certainly hope that
the arrest of seven of our own will
prove to the people of Gauteng that
we are serious about eradicating
crime, even if it means arresting
our own. No one is above the law,”
the Commissioner emphasised.
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Eldorado Park residents
receives title deeds

C

ity of Johannesburg Mayor
Herman Mashaba together
with Department of Housing MMC Meshack Van Wyk
handed over 179 sectional title
deeds to residents of Eldorado
Park, in Soweto.
Mashaba said they were able to
provide residents of Morenaberg
Court and Sneeuberg Court with
dignity of home ownership.
Wyk added that this was done
through occupation of its housing
stock, which is ensuring the reality.
“The schemes form part of township, Eldorado Park Extension 2
and was built in 1976 with funds
advanced by National Housing
Fund and paid by City over a
period of time. Morenaberg Court
have 6 blocks of 2 bedroom ﬂats
Sneeuberg Court has 5 blocks with
a majority bachelor ﬂats and some
1 bedroom unit”, said Wyk.
One of the beneﬁciaries Fatima

Lloyd who is 68 years old, has
been a resident of Morenaberg
Court for over 42 years. Lloyd has
dreamt of this day for many years
and was thankful that it ﬁnally
became reality.

Open a new account
in our showroom and get a

Wyk said he is honoured to hand
over the title deeds as they are
much more than a piece of paper to
the families. Wyk added that
however, he is saddened that it took
so many years for these families to
be given home ownership.
“Fast-tracking the delivery of title
deeds has been this multi-party
government’s priority. To date, a
total of 6659 title deeds have been
handed out since coming into the
ofﬁce. It has ensured that thousands of Johannesburg residents
experience the joy of home ownership. The handover is another way
that the multi-party government is
bringing Diphetogo to our residents”, said Wyk.
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F

ollowing the approval of a
mid-term expenditure
framework allocation of
R300 million for the recapitalisation of mission-critical infrastructure, supporting the Market’s core
business, the Joburg Fresh Produce
Market will soon receive a major
facelift.
Department of Economic Development MMC Leah Knott welcomed
the investment and said that the
Joburg Market has a vital role to
play in achieving the economic
objectives set by the multi-party
administration.
“We want to bring real change to
the market and its stakeholders.
This is the largest fresh produce
market on the African continent
and when it succeeds, the entire
SADC region prospers. Multi-administration has set a goal of 5%
economic growth and the Joburg
Market will play an instrumental
role in achieving this. Last year I
announced the new road rehabilita-

tion project aimed to enhance
access to the Joburg Market Road
Network. This internal road
network deteriorated over time
with no proper investment,
being allocated by the
previous administration.
This posed serious
challenges for the
market and its
stakeholders”,
she said.
Joburg

Market Chief
Executive
Ofﬁcer Ayanda
Kanana said the
investment will focus on
key projects, which include the
upgrading of the Mandela Market,

Stay
With Us

new ICT developments, upgrading
of cold rooms and banana
ripening facilities. She added
that it will improve cold chain
management and enhancements to entrance and exit
gates.“The recapitalisation
projects
will assist the
Joburg Market
to do not only
realise its vision of
becoming a clean,
safe and smart
market but
will also
assist in
repositioning the
market as a
fresh
produce
industry market
leader. The funds
will aid the growth of
the market. I am thankful
for the visionary leadership in
spearheading visible service
delivery at the Joburg Market. We

are conﬁdent that such support will
enable the company to exceed the
turnover of R10 billion by the end
of the 2021/22 ﬁnancial year”, she
said.
Kanana added that markets were
still a viable platform from driving
economic growth.
“In the last decade the fresh
produce market value chain was
established to have generated over
R140 billion worth of turnover in
the agriculture sector”, said Kanana.
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