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The murder trial against 
Dumisani Mkhwanazi, 36 years 
old accused of killing Palesa 

Madiba – a  student from University of 
Johannesburg six years ago has been 
shifted to the high court. 

The murder case has been taking place 
at Protea Magistrate Court, Soweto and 
Magistrate Zweli Zwakhe has been 
handling the case.  Mkhwanazi is 
expected to face charges of murder and 
defeating the ends of justice in high 
court. 
The National Prosecuting Authority 

Gauteng Spokesperson Phindi Mjonon-
dwane was at the Protea Magistrate 
Court and she said, “a pre-trial hearing 
would be held on 25th October in the 
high court to determine the trial 
readiness of the State and defence.”
The Madiba family showed frustration 
when magistrate Zwakhe announced 
the transfer to high court, however, 
community members came in numbers 
to show support for the Madiba family. 
Dumisani was arrested on 29th July 
after the discovery of Madiba’s re-
mains in a shallow grave in his parent’s 
yard at Phiri, Soweto.

Sixteen year old learner from 
Moletsane High School has 
allegedly raped five children 
from Mapetla, Soweto and the 

youngest victims are six years old.  The 
16 year old boy is said to have admit-
ted to sexual assaulting the two young-
est victims who are both six years, and 
he used petroleum jelly to molest the 
young boys. 
One of the families of the six year olds 
went to Moroka Police Station and 
they were  told to come back after 
school to report to the Child’s Protec-
tion Department, however, when they 
returned on the same day they were 
sent back home without assistance 
from the local police. Families of the 
victims are devastated. Apparently 
three victims who came forward 
changed their statements countless 
times, but the community of Mapetla is 

hoping to receive results from the 
Child’s Protection Department and 
confirm if the youngest victims were 
sexually assualted.

Gauteng News spoke to the spokesper-
son of Moroka Police Station Captain 
Khoza, “I would like the families of 
the victims to come and see me so that 
we can open an official complaint and 
investigate it against the police who 
turned them away. All victims must be 
attended by police and failing to do so 
may lead to dismissal from work.” 

 

This past weekend was quite busy 
for the South African Police 
Services who nabbed four 

suspects, on different occasions, for 
possession of unlicensed firearms and 
ammunition. The arrested suspects 
were aged between 27 and 41.
“Firstly, a suspect who also happens to 
be a security guard, was apprehended 
at corner Eloff Extension and Village 
Deep on the 11th of October 2019 at 
13:30.  Police were accompanying a 
victim of assault with an intention to 
cause grievous bodily harm, to point 
out the suspects who assaulted him. He 
informed the police that one of the 
suspects was in possession of a firearm. 
They recovered it underneath a bed”, 
explains Captain Mbele. 
According to Captain Mbele the second 
suspect was apprehended on corner 
Fox and Goud Street on Saturday, 
October 12th at 2pm. Police were 
conducting their routine crime preven-
tion duties when they heard a gunshot 
and rushed towards the direction of the 
sound. They saw a group of males 
when one of them ran away 
upon spotting the officers. They then 
cornered him and recovered a firearm 
with live rounds. 
“Two more suspects were arrested at 
Wanderers Taxi Rank on Saturday at 
about 14:30. Police searched passen-
gers inside a taxi to Durban. They 
recovered three unlicensed firearms on 
one of the passengers and live ammuni-
tion inside his hand bag. The fourth 
suspect was found in possession of an 
unlicensed firearm and ammunition. 
Police also recovered suspected stolen 
items which include eight wedding 
rings and Seiko watches. Several sealed 
perfumes and two knives were recov-
ered”, explains Captain Mbele. 
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16 year old boy accused of rape Police recover 
unlicensed

 firearms 
and four suspects

Detectives arrested two suspects 
between the ages of 39 and 56 
for attempted murder in 

Welkom this past Saturday after being 
on the run for 2 weeks. 

“A 39-year-old male victim was 
driving his blue Toyota Hilux with his 
friend in Crown Mines on September 
28th at approximately 11:00 when he 
was ambushed by a silver Toyota Yaris 
and a white Isuzu Bakkie that parked 
on the front and back of his vehicle. 
Two men then came out with firearms 
and shot the tyres of his vehicle”, 
explained Captain Xoli Mbele. 
The men proceeded to damage the 
victim’s car with a hammer while 
dousing it with petrol. The victim and 
his friend were threatened by the 
suspects, who pointed their guns at 
them, before abandoning them on the 
scene.  

A good Samaritan driving a white 
Mercedes Benz came to their aid after 
witnessing the whole ordeal and taking 
the suspects’ registration numbers. The 
police then followed up on the infor-
mation and later apprehended the 
suspects.
The investigation is currently under-
way and the suspects appeared at the 
Johannesburg Magistrate Court on 
Tuesday.  

Crime

Suspects behind bars for
 attempted murder

Palesa Madiba’s case transferred to high court
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The Department of Community 
Safety, in Gauteng, has released 
a media statement that express-

es their concerns of clients [victims] 
who refuse to leave the shelter when 
their time has lapsed. These victims of 
gender based violence are usually 
taken in by the department and pro-
vided with psycho-social and skills 
development services. After 6 months 
the victims are usually evaluated 
before being reintegrated back into 
society.
“It must be stated categorically that 
the shelter has a standing policy 
regarding the duration of the clients’ 
stay, access to psycho-social services, 
skills development programme as well 
as an exit plan. Clients are accommo-
dated at the centre for a duration of six 
months as per contractual agreements. 
These clients have completed their 
pyscho-social and skills development 
programme and are ready to be 
re-integrated back into the society,” 
emphasized the Head of Department, 
Yoliswa Makhasi. 
While in the shelter, victims receive 
counseling, medico legal support and 

skills development opportunities such 
as ancillary nursing, palliative care, 
child and youth care and home based 
care amongst others to equip them with 

the necessary skills to be self-dependant 
and sustainable. The department works 
in collaboration with the Institute of 
Health and Social Care Studies as well 

as the Johannesburg Institute for 
Education and Training in this regard.
“Since its inception in March 2003 the 
Ikhaya Lethemba has assisted over 16 
800 female victims of gender based 
violence. Before the clients exit from 
the shelter, they are given a month’s 
notice and are assessed by social 
workers to determine their psycho-so-
cial capacity to be reintegrated back 
into society and also to establish their 
plans based on the skills they have 
obtained as well as how they are going 
to utilize them,” explained the Head of 
Department.
Makhasi concluded by stating that the 
shelter is not at liberty to accommodate 
clients for an extra period because more 
victims of gender based violence are in 
need of the same services that are 
offered by the shelter. In essence, 
Ikhaya Lethemba is only required to 
intervene in a situation where the client 
is destitute and has nowhere to go.
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Gauteng Community Safety reiterates it’s 
position on Ikhaya Lethemba Shelter policy
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Page 4   17 - 23 October 2019www.gautengnewspaper.co.za Gauteng News

The latter half of 2015 saw a 
radical movement, consisting 
mainly of university students, 
taking to the streets and 

protesting against the increase in tuition 
fees as well as government’s failure to 
increase the funding of universities. 
The #FeesMustFall movement brought 
the country to a standstill when mali-
cious damage to property resulted from 
the numerous protests that took place.
One activist, Khanya Cekeshe, who was 
caught on camera dousing a police van 
with paraffin before setting it alight, was 
arrested shortly after. Cekeshe appeared 
at the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court 
on Monday hoping to get leave to 
appeal his conviction and be granted 
bail. 
Magistrate Theunis Carstens denied 
Cekeshe both leave to appeal his 
conviction and bail stating that the 
defendant had pleaded guilty to his 
charges and the evidence against him 
was enough to keep him behind bars. 
Cekeshe was sentenced to 5 years in 
prison for public violence and malicious 

damage to property. He has been in 
Leeuwkop Prison since December 2017.
Minister of Justice and Correctional 
Services, Ronald Lamola, acknowl-
edged the magistrate’s judgement but 
told the media that his department 
would be exploring other avenues to 
free fees must fall activists from prison.
“We note the dismissal of both the leave 
to appeal and bail for #FeesMustFall 
activist Khanya Cekeshe by the Johan-
nesburg Magistrate Court. We’re in the 
process of urgently assisting him with 
an application for presidential pardon or 
other legally available avenues”, he 
said.  

News
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Johannesburg fashion lovers gathered in 
Sandton Convention Centre from Thursday to 
Saturday last week for the African Fashion 

International (AFI) fashion week, and the Khosi 
Nkosi show was arguably one of the audiences’ 
favourite shows judging by the response. The 
star-studded show was opened by Ntando Duma 
and her daughter Sbahle and featured Ms Tertiary 
South Africa Desiree Dlakude, Miss South Africa 
Zozibini Tunzi, Miss South Africa 2010 Bokang 
Montjane-Tshabalala, musician Berita, reality TV 
star Tebogo “PinkyGirl” Mekgwe of Being 
Bonang, and a couple of other familiar faces. 
“The brand name Khosi Nkosi is derived from the 
Zulu language which signifies Royalty. The Khosi 
Nkosi garments are inspired by what the brand 
essence stands for: a strong, modern, worldly, 
nubile woman that loves and respects herself”, 
said Nobukhosi Nkosi, founder of Khosi Nkosi. 
The Khosi Nkosi brand was established in 2008 
and has since become a multi-award ladies 
clothing brand retailing at YDE stores nationwide. 

News

Stars grace the ramp in royalty

Healing Garden SA initiative is a 
great platform to get your hands 
dirty in the soil and receive free 

therapeutic experience. Started in 2019 by 
Nomonde Gubevu and her seven year old 
daughter Kgolukile Gubevu, are firm 
believers of community building and 
preserving the environment for the next 
generation to come, the initiative is based in 
Soweto and they are targeting 11 schools 
who will be benefiting from this exciting 
initiative.
Healing Garden SA will include affirmation 
messages and notes from the individuals 
who contributed to building the gardens, 
these notes will be in different places of the 
garden which kids will find and read. “What 
we love about the messages that will be 
attached to the plants is that they will be 
written in mother tongue and it will make it 
a more pleasant experience for the kids. For 
these gardens we are collecting seeds and 
plants from anyone who would like to 
donate towards the initiative. We are 
encouraging the community, more especial-
ly parents who are directly affected by the 
state of the schools to participate on planting 
days in each school,” said Nomonde.
The initiative welcomes community 
members to bring gardening equipment to 
assist clean and prepare the spaces for 
gardening. Healing Garden SA is divided 
into three phases including, authorisation  
where partners associated with the initiative 
including Paper Management founded by 
Nomonde, Kool Kids Dream Big and Active 
Store Supply Group to name a few are at the 

fore front of the initiative and all these 
companies are black youth owned business-
es. Phase two includes nutrition programme, 
where each school will have a vegetable 
garden which the school will be encouraged 
to use to feed the children. 
The final phase will assist leaners in high 
school to make an informed decision 
regarding their career of choice, Healing 
Garden SA together with their partners will 
be mentoring scholars in the participating 
high schools on their career journey. This 
means learners will be provided with 
workshops and learning material with 
lessons and activities that will encourage the 
learners to dream big and succeed in their 
respective careers. “We will be having our 
first launch and planting our first garden in 
Megatong Primary School in Mapetla, 
Soweto and it will be on 7th November. We 
invite everyone to join us and make a 
difference in our townships, we are highly 
affected by dumping sites and health 
hazards therefore people should take this as 
an opportunity to correct that and create an 
environment that would be conducive for 
our children,” added Gubevu.

Healing Garden SA advocating love
 through planting 

Healing Garden SA will 
include affirmation 
messages and notes 
from the individuals

The brand name Khosi Nkosi is 
derived from the Zulu language which 

signifies Royalty.
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Health

Health

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Youth of Kagiso raising mental 
health awareness

The month of October 
signifies mental health 
awareness and the Break 

the Stigma Campaign raised 
awareness through providing a 
platform whereby people are 
able to share their inspiring 

stories and also motivate 
others to break the stigmas 
about mental health issues. 
Founded by Mr Prime South 

Africa 2019 Paul Junior 
Malinda 16 years old from 
Kagiso in the West Rand, 
Break the Stigma  Campaign 
hosted a seminar at Chief 
Mogale Hall and Malinda 
believes we are vulnerable to 

get effected with mental illness 
and people are not equipped with 
much knowledge about mental 
health.
“Mental health includes our 
emotional, psychological, and 
social well-being. It affects how 
we think, feel, and act. It also 
determines how we handle 
stress, relate to others, and 

make choices. Mental health is 
important at every stage of life, 
from childhood and adolescence 
through adulthood”, said Malin-
da.
The seminar elaborated on 
mental health problems and the 
factors that lead to mental illness, 
this includes biological factors 
such as genes or brain chemistry, 
life experiences and family 
history. 
Young people from 
Kagiso came in 
numbers to support 
and raise awareness 
and depression was 
one of the major 
factors commonly 
faced by young people 
in the West Rand. 
Mzwakhe Bolotina, 
Mr Kagiso finalist 
2019 also attended the 
seminar, “This is a 
great platform for us 
as young people to 
become open about 

our obstacles and struggles faced 
by us. We need to support each 
other and never be ashamed of 
admitting depression and other 
mental illnesses”, he said.  The 
day ended with Break the Stigma 
Campaign providing solutions 
and help for people suffering 
from mental illnesses including  
connecting with people around 
you, staying positive, getting 
physically active, helping others, 
getting physically active, helping 

others, getting enough sleep and 
developing coping skills.  
“Young people are going through 
a lot and we need to support 
them and try to understand what 
they are going through. There-
fore, I am proud to see young-
sters coming together and 
providing solutions for problems 
they are facing”, said Nao 
Molema Mrs Africa continental 
finalist 2020. 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
in South Africa is designated for 
October and throughout the 

whole month private and public health-
care structures strive to reach all 
demographics by raising awareness.

Women of all races are urged to do a 
regular self-examination in order to 
detect any changes in their breasts. 
Regular mammograms are also encour-
aged since an early detection can help 
with attacking the cancer in its early 
stages before it gets worse.
Upon being diagnosed with breast 
cancer it is always good for patients to 

present themselves early for treatment 
in order for it to be effective. This will 
reduce the pain and suffering as well as 
the daunting reality of death. According 
to the South African government, about 
90% of patients survive for many years 
after diagnosis when breast cancer is 
detected at its early stages. 
Women are therefore encouraged to lead 
a healthy lifestyle and familiarise 
themselves with knowledge on these 
kinds of issues. Visiting the doctor 
regularly will also help in minimising 
undetectable lumps that might deceive 
the eye.

T
the Stigma Campaign raised 
awareness through providing a 
platform whereby people are 
able to share their inspiring 

stories and also motivate 

Africa 2019 Paul Junior 
Malinda 16 years old from 
Kagiso in the West Rand, 
Break the Stigma  Campaign 
hosted a seminar at Chief 
Mogale Hall and Malinda 
believes we are vulnerable to 

get effected with mental illness 
and people are not equipped with 
much knowledge about mental 
health.
“Mental health includes our 
emotional, psychological, and 
social well-being. It affects how 
we think, feel, and act. It also 
determines how we handle 
stress, relate to others, and 
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MEC Mazibuko calling upon men 
against GBV

The Gauteng MEC for Commu-
nity Safety, Faith Mazibuko, 
hosted a dialogue for Reclaiming 

the Night at the Oval Stadium, Sophia-
town and the MEC was joined by 
female students from higher education 
institutions and the purpose of the 
dialogue is to engage with young 
women on gender based violence and 
femicide.
“Reclaiming the night is a community 
driven march, where women of all ages 
stamp their authority and send a mes-
sage that women have the right to walk 
the streets at any given time,” said MEC 
Mazibuko. The MEC raised issues such 
as young women in higher institutions 
don’t have access to facilities that deal 
with gender based violence and they are 
forced to go out to the townships to 
access such resources.
The dialogue engaged on challenges 
that women don’t feel safe and victims 
have to struggle or get help from their 
friends and campus securities. Higher 
Institutions need empowerment centres 
for women in campus and social 
workers that can assist victims, women 

grow with abuse from households, and 
such incidents tend to replay in their 
lives and end up giving themselves to 
drugs and substance abuse.
MEC Mazibuko added, “One young girl 
was molested when she was five years 
old by a family member and till today 
she’s still affected by that but we’re 
currently seeking help for her. We 
encourage families to also come for-
ward and report such cases because 
psychologically it affects these young 
women for a very long time. The NPA is 
there to assist with such cases and bring 
about justice.”
The Community Safety department will 
send victimised women for help and as 
such they would be able to save women 
who are abused and raped, the depart-
ment instilled on calling upon men in 
communities and the Gauteng Provin-
cial Government will be organising an 
Imbizo for men that will allow them to 
engage with the Gauteng Provincial 
Government about the scourge of 
gender based violence. 
“As we are here in Sophiatown we are 
focusing on street routes normally taken 

by students and we are working with the 
South African Police Services to patrol 
the area during the night and make it 
safe for our people to walk at night,” 
concluded MEC Mazibuko.

Radio stations are predominantly 
known for covering news and 
entertainment and it’s quite rare 

to find a station that focuses mainly on 
art. The newest addition to online 
streaming, Kapitol Afrika Radio, is here 
to change those dynamics and impose 
an indelible paradigm shift. 
Fairly new to the airwaves Kapitol 
Afrika Radio has been airing since May 
2019 after Khosi Mashele decided to 
venture into online radio following her 
work, on other numerous stations, in 
previous years. 

“In December 2018 I decided that it 
was time I started my own radio 
station, as I had been part of a lot of 
internet radio stations and apart from 
being an entrepreneur, I am very 
passionate about radio”, she states after 
I enquire about the station’s inception. 
As you can imagine I was intrigued by 
the fact that this station, in particular, 
focuses only on art and so I was 
compelled to delve deep.
She elaborates further, “Kapitol Afrika 
Radio focuses mainly on art and 
celebrates the Afrikan culture in every 
way possible. The station’s aim is to 
promote and celebrate the whole 
spectrum of Afrikan art excellence, 

namely musicians, artists, young 
creatives, entrepreneurs and social 
geniuses.”
Another thing that stood out from the 
onset was the ‘K’ in the station’s name 
regarding ‘Kapital’ and ‘Afrika’ and so 
being the inquisitive Journalist that I 
am I had to enquire even more which 
led to Khosi’s amusement (and my 
delight).  “Well, for the name to stand 
out and be unique, and my name King 
Khosie, so I am fond of K’s. (laughs). 
The Afrika is in a K because in our 
African languages that’s how it’s 
written, so it symbolizes our Afrikan 
spirit”, she adds.

Talk about setting trends and breaking 
barriers that might still have other 
individuals trapped within their own 
creativity. As young as her station is, 
they have certainly done well for 
themselves and managed to scoop a 
Best Digital Media 2019 award, within 
a short space of time, which has earned 
them recognition and grew their 
listenership.
The cost of Data, however, does have 
an effect on their station in spite of their 
success so far. But Kapitol Afrika 
Radio is determined to use the digital 
space to their advantage armed with an 
arsenal of Afrikan culture and a team 

dedicated to teaching and entertaining 
their listeners through the power of 
spoken words and imagery.

The cost of Data, however, 
does have an effect on 
their station in spite of 
their success so far
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Kitchen utensils were designed 
specifically for their designated 
area – the kitchen. Somehow 

over the centuries kitchen knives have 
gradually graduated to what we might 
have reserved for swords. 
For example, a burglar enters your 
house uninvited, and threatens your life, 
what do you do? You gladly, without 
any hesitation, take that beautiful blade 
you normally chop your steak with and 
tenderise some of his meat. Don’t 
worry the cops will understand, what’s 
he doing in your house anyway?
My father once told me, at young age, 
that only cowards use a knife in a bout 
of fisticuffs. With that being said a fist 
fight was normal to me and growing up 
in the township compelled one to learn 
how to defend themselves. As you can 
imagine my attitude towards people 
who rely on knives, when there’s a 
fight, was resentful. 
I’m sad to see how the youth of today is 
quick to grab a blade when trying to 
intimidate someone or whenever a fight 
breaks out. We recently heard the tragic 
story of a Grade 9 pupil, from Thuto 

Tiro Second-
ary, who 
was fatally 
stabbed in 
class with 
a pair of 
scissors 
by a 
fellow 
learner. 
A 24-year-
old high school 
teacher, 
Gadimang 
Mokolobate, in 
the North-West was 
stabbed to death in 2018 by a 
learner who threw a fit of 
rage after being denied a 
second plate of food. It has 
become a norm honestly and 
teachers live in constant 
fear. What’s happening to 
our society? Do these kids 
lack the discipline that our 
generation was taught at 
home through corporal 
punishment? Don’t let the 

Constitutional Court get 
wind of this by the way.

Nowadays you can’t spank 
your child because the ConCourt 
disagrees but back in the day this 
practice was meant to discipline a 
child – AND IT WORKED. Disci-

plining and abusing a child are 
two different things and we 

ought to understand 
that distinction. But 

hey, like I said 
‘Don’t tell the 
ConCourt.’

We went from 
‘Scratch my back 

and I’ll scratch 
yours’ to ‘Stab my 

back and I’ll stab 
yours’. Maybe the 

Constitutional Court needs 
to look into this piece and 
consider an elaborate 
discussion… Did I just 

contradict myself right there 
about keeping this a secret 
between you and I? Oh well, 

let contradiction be today’s theme. 

THEATER
MANDELA IS DEAD

BOOK MUSIC
SHINE LEVICONFESSIONS OF A GAMBLER

South African Hip Hop artist Shine 
Levi, is well known for his 
Grammy Award winning music to 

his loyal fans. He is signed by Tha Piece 
Makerz who has an international reputa-
tion for working with Dr. Dre, Eminem, 
Anderson Paak and more well-known 
hip hop artists. Shine Levi made a hit 
when he first released his first EP “3”and 
now he is back with the most anticipated 
and hot EP called “Basilica” meaning 
cathedral/church. According to Tha 
Piece Makerz, “the EP is centered on his 
awakening of self in his musical abili-
ties, in the song “Contest” you get a hint 
of his musical transition. During a 
listening session Grammy Award 
winning producer highlighted that the 
song “Hesitate” was his favourite and is 
the one to look out for.” He added that 
the new EP “Shook” will leave the 
streets shook and hyped up.

If you’ve ever heard of a book that 
compels a reader to continue 
reading it even when they can no 

longer do so, then this is the one. 
Author Rayda Jacobs did a sterling job 
of retelling her experiences of how she 
became addicted to gambling.
Her fictional character Abeeda is a 
muslim woman, living in the Cape 
flats, who is frequently visited by her 
two grown sons and neighbours. One 
of them happens to be gay and by the 
time he discloses his HIV status he is 
on his death bed.
Abeeda then frequents the local casino 
in a bid to fill the void in her heart.

This is a good read especially since it 
captures another side of the Cape flats 
that isn’t typical of the violence and 
gangs we’re so accustomed to. 

 

For thought provoking plays that 
raises pertinent questions, yet 
the most uncomfortable conver-

sations for South Africans to engage in 
and go deep with racism Mandela is 
Dead is a must watch. Written by 
Matodzi Ramashia popularly known as 
Makhafula Vilakazi, questions now 
that Mandela is dead and the minority 
has made it clear that they do not 
regard Black people as equals and they 
would never associate themselves with 
an African majority rule. Makhafola 
challenges his audience to think and 
reason out of their comfort zones and 
dig deeper in regards to having a 
non-racism nation and adamantly 
questions the majority that, how can 
they continue to forgive an oppressor 
who has not apologized. Vilakazi 
closes the performance by questioning 
the audience that is it now the time to 
revisit Mandela’ deal with the White 
minority?

Misellaneous

My father once told 
me, at young age, 
that only cowards 
use a knife in a 

bout of fisticuffs. 
With that being said 
a fist fight was nor-

mal to me and 
growing up in the 

township compelled 
one to learn how to 
defend themselves.

Tiro Second-

was fatally 
stabbed in 
class with 

A 24-year-
old high school 

Gadimang 
Mokolobate, in 
the North-West was 
stabbed to death in 2018 by a 
learner who threw a fit of 
rage after being denied a 
second plate of food. It has 
become a norm honestly and 
teachers live in constant 
fear. What’s happening to 
our society? Do these kids 
lack the discipline that our 
generation was taught at 
home through corporal 
punishment? Don’t let the 

Constitutional Court get 
wind of this by the way.

Nowadays you can’t spank 
your child because the ConCourt 
disagrees but back in the day this 
practice was meant to discipline a 
child – AND IT WORKED. Disci-

plining and abusing a child are 
two different things and we 

ought to understand 
that distinction. But 

hey, like I said 
‘Don’t tell the 
ConCourt.’

We went from 
‘Scratch my back 

and I’ll scratch 
yours’ to ‘Stab my 

back and I’ll stab 
yours’. Maybe the 

Constitutional Court needs 
to look into this piece and 
consider an elaborate 
discussion… Did I just 

contradict myself right there 
about keeping this a secret 
between you and I? Oh well, 
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Lebogang Mkizwana 

Twenty three year old Lebogang 
Mkizwana is one part of a 
creative group (Knowledge of 

Self – KOS) working on their cost 
effective and innovative product– a 
Solar Cooker.  As an organisation they 
specialise in creating panel solar 
cookers. “Solar can serve disadvan-
taged families living in informal 
settlements as the government holds the 
notion that people living in informal 
settlements usually don’t live there for 
long hence the delay in service deliv-
ery”, said Mkizwana.

When did you and your team establish 
KOS Solar Cooker?

We started the project in 2017, as a 
community based organisation. We 
would like to positively impact the lives 
of fellow disadvantaged South Africans 
living in absolute poverty and provide 
job opportunities for the unemployed. 
Our skills development program 
teaches the beneficiaries how to create 
and build sustainable solar cookers.

What challenges are you facing as an 
innovative black entrepreneur with a 
unique business concept and how do 
you overcome them?

Acceptance of solar cooking has been 
slow over the past 30 years despite its 

great promise for improving quality of 
life, maintaining health, and preserving 
the environment. While these benefits 
provide an intrinsic value to those 
involved, the lack of an economic 
reward for these stakeholders presents a 
risk which has stagnated the introduc-
tion of solar cookers into the market. 
But most importantly, most beneficiar-
ies do not value environmental and 
social benefits as daily survival takes 
precedence. Possible solutions include 
establishing a solar cooker training and 
education centre, utilising survey 
knowledge to continue polling end 
users and use feedback to enhance 
product and training and capitalise on 
the experiences in the market to address 
social issues and make KOS Solar 
Cookers more appealing. 

How many people do you employ?

We are a four member non-profit 
organisation formed by myself Leb-
ogang Mkizwana, Molemo Seane, 
Mosa Eka and Nkosinathi Vilakazi.  We 
work with 10 volunteers who partici-
pate in our skills development program 
and we are able to at least give 20 
households our KOS Solar Cookers as 
well as giving them the skills to be able 
to maintain and recreate their solar 
cookers. At the moment we are more 
active as community based members 

and work on volunteering bases due to 
not having enough resources to offer 
employment yet, however, we will be 
providing employment opportunities in 
the near future. 

Do you feel enough is being done to 
empower tech entrepreurs?

I feel like more can be done to empow-
er young previously disadvantaged 
groups to pursue their business goals 
instead of settling for job securities. 
Already there are opportunities that are 
there to empower the youth through 
non-profit and for profit programs 
created by various private organisations 
as well as government entities. The 
issue then tends to be the focus of that 
particular program; some programs 
choose to focus on a few industries 
such as agriculture, technology (mostly 
apps), and recycling. While overlooking 
other industries such as climate change 
and the green economy industry. 

Where can one purchase a KOS Solar 
Cooker?

We are still getting our prototype ready 
first. Details of the progress of our 
product can be access on our social 
media profiles: @kossolarcooker on 
Instagran and KOS Solar Cooker on 
Facebook.

News



Kenya has always shone at the 
world Olympics, with its 
runners, displaying supernatu-

ral stamina usually in long distance 
races. The two world records that were 
broken this past weekend came as no 
surprise from a nation that is already 
known to dominate the Olympics.
Veteran runner Eluid Kipchoge, 34, 
became the first man in history to 
complete Saturday’s men’s marathon, in 
Vienna, in just under two hours. He 
reached the finish line at a time of 
1:59:40 and made the whole of Kenya 

stand up and celebrate including 
vice-president William Samoei Ruto 
who was present at the historic event. 

Ruto later tweeted, ‘A blistering 
1:59:40! Congratulations @EliudKip-
choge for the historic achievement in 
shattering the sub-two-hour barrier for 
the marathon; you are arguably the 
greatest runner of all time.’ 

The women also held their own with 
25-year-old Brigid Kosgei breaking a 
sixteen year old world record set by 
Britain’s Paula Radclifffe. The young-

ster, who reached this milestone in 
the Chicago women’s marathon on 
Sunday, proclaimed that she 
had the desire to break it 
again. 
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